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Question: 110

Topic: Sports Development Grants Program

Hansard Page: 96

Senator Lundy asked for a breakdown of the allocations of the sports development grants program.

Answer:

Sport Development Grant Allocations to Sports, 2002-2003

	Sport
	 Grant 
	Sport
	Grant

	Archery
	 $25,000 
	Ice Skating 
	 $10,000 

	Athletics
	 $135,000 
	Indoor Cricket
	 $15,000 

	Australian Football 
	 $200,000 
	Judo 
	 $15,000 

	Badminton 
	 $25,000 
	Karate 
	 $25,000 

	Baseball
	 $135,000 
	Lacrosse (M) 
	 $25,000 

	Basketball
	 $200,000 
	Lacrosse (W) 
	 $25,000 

	BMX
	 $15,000 
	Motor Sports 
	 $60,000 

	Bocce
	 $25,000 
	Motorcycling 
	 $60,000 

	Bowls (M)
	 $67,500 
	Netball 
	 $170,000 

	Bowls (W)
	 $67,500 
	Orienteering 
	 $60,000 

	Boxing
	 $5,000 
	Polocrosse 
	 $60,000 

	Callisthenics
	 $25,000 
	Pony Clubs 
	 $25,000 

	Canoeing
	 $100,000 
	Powerlifting 
	 $5,000 

	Cricket
	 $190,000 
	Riding for the Disabled
	 $50,000 

	Croquet
	 $10,000 
	Roller Sports 
	 $145,000 

	Cycling
	 $110,000 
	Rowing 
	 $80,000 

	Diving
	 $25,000 
	Rugby League 
	 $150,000 

	Equestrian
	 $80,000 
	Rugby Union 
	 $170,000 

	Fencing
	 $25,000 
	Sailing
	 $135,000 

	Golf (L) 
	 $20,000 
	Shooting Association
	 $70,000 

	Golf (M) 
	 $60,000 
	Skiing 
	 $15,000 

	Golf (PGA)
	 $60,000 
	Soccer
	 $135,000 

	Gymnastics 
	 $200,000 
	Softball 
	 $150,000 

	Hockey
	 $150,000 
	Squash 
	 $110,000 

	Ice Racing 
	 $5,000 
	Surf Life Saving 
	 $150,000 

	Surf Riders 
	 $80,000 
	Touch 
	 $135,000 

	Swimming 
	 $110,000 
	Triathlon 
	 $90,000 

	Table Tennis 
	 $45,000 
	Volleyball 
	 $60,000 

	Taekwondo 
	 $25,000 
	Water Polo
	 $40,000 

	Ten Pin Bowling 
	 $80,000 
	Water Skiing 
	 $20,000 

	Tennis 
	 $150,000 
	Weightlifting
	$20,000

	
	 
	
	

	Total
	 $4,730,000 
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Question: 111

Topic: Australian Sports Commission Press Clippings

Hansard Page: 98

Senator Lundy asked:

(a)
Is there a reason why the ASC press clip service no longer includes government and opposition media releases?

(b)
Does the ASC put a link to the Minister’s press releases with the e-mail of its electronic clips when it is distributed?

Answer:

(a)
The ASC has never distributed Government and Opposition media releases on a regular basis. The media releases are not regularly supplied by our press clippings agent. There has been no change of policy in transferring to an electronic service.

(b)
The ASC does not put a link to the Minister’s press releases with the email of the electronic clips.
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Question: 112

Topic: Support Your Sport – Contributions by Partners

Hansard Page: 99

Senator Lundy asked what was the cash and in-kind contribution by Reebok to the Support Your Sport initiative?.

Answer:

A summary of the contributions made by Reebok to the Support Your Sport initiative is as follows:

	Reebok prize contributions
	Dollar value
	Description 

	Million-dollar prize pool – Reebok apparel
	$1,000,000 (retail value). Total prize pool to be split across 28 participating Westfield Shopping Centres.

(NB. Total wholesale value of prize pool approximately $600,000)
	Reebok produced a catalogue of apparel, which clubs will use to select their prizes. Prize break-up per centre:

$15,000 1st prize

$10,000 2nd prize

$5,000 3rd prize

$825 each for 4th to 10th prize

	Administering the prize pool
	Approximately $120,000
	Cost to Reebok of administering the prize pool (catalogue, receiving orders, customising the order, distribution), approximately 20% of wholesale value of the goods.

	Information night incentives
	$28,000 (retail value) - $100 vouchers x 10 clubs x 28 centres

Ten tickets to World Cup Rugby (five pairs of tickets)
	Gift vouchers for the first ten clubs that registered to participate at each Centre.

Any club attending the information nights went into the draw to win two tickets to the Rugby World Cup

	Scholarships
	$48,000 
	$4,000 each for a male and female by 6 states/ACT. ‘Up and coming’ scholarship recipients receive: in-kind support (kit-out plus either travel, coaching fees etc). 

	TOTAL VALUE
	Approximately $1,197,700 plus tickets to Rugby World Cup
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Question: 113

Topic: Migration of SportNet Users to New Provider

Hansard Page: 100

Senator Lundy asked whether Advanced Solutions International (ASI) was an Australian company? .

Answer:

Advanced Solutions International (ASI) is an American company. All negotiations regarding the SportNet product have been made directly with the Advanced Solutions Asia Pacific office based in Melbourne.
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Question: 114

Topic: Migration of SportNet Users to New Provider

Hansard Page: 100

Senator Lundy asked when the migration of former SportNet users to the ASI-based service was completed?

Answer:

All SportNet users had migrated to the ASI-based service by 30 August 2002. The changes to the Australian domain name industry which came into effect on 1 July 2002 caused some delays to the migration.
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Question: 115

Topic: Migration of SportNet Users to New Provider

Hansard Page: 100

Senator Lundy asked what are the cost implications for the Sports Commission for providing financial assistance to existing SportNet customers and the transition process?

Answer:

Telstra and the Australian Sports Commission signed a Settlement and Release Agreement in February 2002 which allowed for the establishment of a replacement SportNet service. Under the terms of the agreement Telstra was required to pay the ASC $160,000. These funds have been used to assist in the migration of Telstra SportNet customers to the ASI SportNet service.

Sports were granted a twelve month subsidy to migrate to ASI SportNet and could take the funds over a two year period. 
Subsidies provided to 30/6/2002


$119,150

Subsidies projected to 30/6/2003


$175,950

Expected total subsidies*



$295,100

Telstra funds





$160,000

Cost to ASC





$135,100

*This figure may vary, as a few sports are still considering their options regarding migrating to ASI SportNet. It is expected that if the amount varies it will be a smaller charge to the ASC.
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Question: 116

Topic: Active Australia Provider Club Network

Written Question on Notice: 1

Senator Lundy asked:

“On page 39 of the 2001-02 ASC Annual Report, it says that the Active Australia Provider Club Network decided on a presentation to the 2000th member – which coincidently just happened to be in Alexander Downer’s electorate. When was it decided to make a presentation to the 2000th member?  What was the total cost of the presentation?  In what seat was the 1000th member, and was a presentation made there?”

Answer:

In September 2001 the Program Manager sought approval to recognise the 2000th member as a promotional opportunity to showcase the benefits of the club development network. The total cost of the event was $3,800. The 1000th member was Cycling Queensland. Whilst serving all of Queensland, the office of Cycling Australia was in the electorate of Griffith at the time it joined. No presentation was made to the 1000th member as the promotional opportunity had not been identified.
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Question: 117

Topic: Sports Development Grants Program

Written Question on Notice: 2

Senator Lundy asked:

“Can you provide a complete breakdown of allocations of the Sports Development Grants Program?”

Answer:

See response to Question 110
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Question: 118

Topic: ASC Press Clippings Service

Written Question on Notice: 3

Senator Lundy asked:

“Is there a reason why the ASC’s Press Clips service no longer includes government and opposition party’s media releases?”

Answer:

See response to Question 111
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Question: 119

Topic: ASC Press Clippings Service

Written Question on Notice: 4

Senator Lundy asked:

“When was the decision taken to stop including media releases from the Federal Parliament?”

Answer:

See response to Question 111
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Question: 120

Topic: ASC Press Clippings

Written Question on Notice: 5

Senator Lundy asked:

“Have you had any feedback about the difficulty in reading some of the clips that are scanned electronically?”

Answer:

There have been no complaints about the difficulty in reading the electronic press clips. 
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Questions: 121-124

Topic: Sport Performance and Development Job Advertisements

Written Questions on Notice: 6-9

Senator Lundy asked:

6)
“There are four senior positions being advertised in newspapers – including a) Manager Sport Services, b) Manager Sport Programs, c) Manager Innovation and Best Practice and d) Manager Group Planning and Reporting - are these new positions?”

7)
“Can you detail staff and administrative changes that have resulted in these four positions being offered, including who has left and also any salary adjustments to these positions?”

8)
“The Manager Sport Service position and the Manager Sport Programs list in their job criteria such things as boosting “membership growth” and achieving “higher organisational membership” – is this part of fulfilling the Coalition’s policy of achieving 1 million new club members?”

9)
“Is the Commission specifically looking for people who can fulfil the Government’s agenda to increase organised club membership?”

Answer:

6)
The four senior jobs recently advertised in the media are new program manager jobs that replace the five existing program manager jobs within the Sport Performance and Development Group of the ASC (previously Sport Development Group). 
7)
The five activity based programs within the Sport Performance and Development group have been streamlined into four newly established multi-functional programs. Staff changes will not be known until the recruitment process for the four senior manager jobs is completed. Minor administrative changes will occur resulting from a more streamlined group structure designed to deliver better integrated quality services to national sporting organisations (NSOs) and other key clients. The four senior managers, when appointed, will be remunerated at a level commensurate with the work value of the job and the skill and knowledge held by the relevant manager. It is anticipated that the four new managers, who will have a broader scope of accountability in comparison to the existing five managers, will be remunerated at a higher level. 


8)
Membership growth and achieving higher organisational membership is part of the strategy to meet the Government’s policy, Backing Australia’s Sporting Ability – A More Active Australia, and outcome 1 of the Portfolio Budget Statements.

9)
The ASC is looking to recruit the best people for the jobs. The requirements of the four senior manager jobs are defined within the job descriptions posted on the ASC’s internet site. 
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Questions: 125-127

Topic: Play the Game 2002 Conference in Denmark

Written Questions on Notice: 10-12

Senator Lundy asked:

10)
“Did the Sports Commission send a delegate or representative to Play The Game 2002, the world conference held in Denmark for sport journalists and sport experts which focused on doping, corruption, sport and human rights and women in sport?
11)
“If a delegate or representative was sent, how much did it cost to send them?”
12)
“Did the ASC’s representative attend all of the presentations and will a paper or report of the conference be made available?”
Answer:

10)
The Australian Sports Commission did not send a delegate or representative to Play The Game 2002, the world conference held in Denmark.

11)
N/A

12)
N/A
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Question: 128

Topic: Participation

Written Question on Notice: 13

Senator Lundy asked:

“In the just released Annual Report, the Sports Commission has a stated objective of “greater grass-roots sports participation, particularly by youth, indigenous Australians and people with disabilities…[and those] in rural and regional communities.”. Can you detail exactly what initiatives are currently being undertaking to increase participation in physical activities in rural and regional Australia and among young Australians and Indigenous Australians?

Answer:

The table below provides details of initiatives being undertaken in rural and regional areas and in metropolitan areas to increase participation in grass roots sport by young Australians and Indigenous Australians.

	Population Group
	Program

	Young Australians
	Out of School Hours Sport Program

Pilot project developing opportunities for children to participate in supervised quality sport before and after school by linking schools and local community sporting clubs.

	
	Active Australia Schools Network

Facilitates links between member schools and local community sporting clubs to conduct quality sporting activities in addition to scheduled physical education classes.

	
	Street Active 

Provides opportunities for young people to participate in skateboarding, freestyle BMX, inline skating, inline hockey and inline speed skating in safe surroundings with emphasis on skill development. Clinics offer supervised coaching sessions, professional athlete demonstrations, youth entertainment, family participation events and membership information for the relevant sports.

	
	Weet-Bix Tryathlon

Special event program designed for children aged 7-13 to participate in fun and healthy triathlon events, with emphasis on participation and achieve ment, not winning.


	
	Indigenous Excellence Scholarships

Annual scholarships to assist Indigenous athletes, coaches, sports trainers and officials to improve their performance at an elite level.

	
	Elite Indigenous Travel and Accommodation Assistance Program

Provides assistance for Indigenous athletes selected in state or national teams to attend national and international competitions.

	
	Indigenous Sport Development Officers

Community sport development officers are based in each of the 35 ATSIC Regional Council areas. They assist Indigenous people and communities to: increase participation in sporting and physical activities; increase the number of accredited coaches and officials; increase the awareness of cultural diversity of Indigenous Australians among non-Indigenous sports administrators; and assist Indigenous sporting clubs and organisations to co-ordinate their services and programs.

	
	National Indigenous Sport Development Program

Co-operative program with State/Territory departments of sport and recreation and national and state sporting organisations to increase participation, infrastructure and skill development within their sport in Indigenous communities. In addition, high profile Indigenous athletes have seized the opportunity to become involved in this approach to leave a “legacy” within their sport. Many high profile Indigenous athletes are directly involved in both the development and implementation of sport-specific Indigenous programs

	People With a Disability
	Disability Education Courses

The Disability Education Program provides training programs for club officials, teachers, coaches and volunteers to appropriately include people with a disability in sport. From January 1999 to September 2002, 149 courses have been conducted in rural and regional areas, with 4,020 people trained.

	
	Project CONNECT

Recently launched, Project CONNECT will extend training programs to appropriately include people with a disability in sport to national sporting organisations.
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Question: 129

Topic: Participation

Written Question on Notice: 14

Senator Lundy asked:

“Can you detail exactly how you are measuring participation for these three groups?  What measurement tools are used besides membership of registered sporting clubs or organisations or Bureau of statistics data?”
Answer:

Additional to ABS and sport membership data, the research unit of the ASC undertakes a number of measurement initiatives to determine participation of special population groups. The initiatives to address youth participation are included in the answer to 130. The ASC’s measurement in disability sport relates to the training and education of the deliverers of sport for people with a disability. While the ASC does not currently have accurate figures for participation rates for Indigenous Australians (see answer to Question 130), it has just completed a project "Measuring the Health and Social Outcomes of Sport and Recreation Programs in Indigenous Communities" The work is currently being prepared for publication and release in January (2003). 
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Question: 130

Topic: Participation

Written Question on Notice: 15

Senator Lundy asked:

“Do you have accurate figures for participation rates for Australians in rural and regional areas: by age, region and activity?”

Answer:

In conjunction with State and Territory Departments of Sport and Recreation, the ASC has initiated the development of the Exercise Recreation and Sport Survey (ERASS). ERASS measures annual participation in physical activity for exercise, recreation or sport purposes by Australians aged 15 years and older. It provides a breakdown of data by age, sex, region, employment and education status, and type and frequency of activity. 
The ASC is currently developing a national school-based physical activity and health monitoring system to track sport participation and other health-related behaviours and issues among adolescents (10-17 year olds). It is anticipated that data collection will commence in early 2003. A breakdown of data by various demographic and socio-economic variables, region and activity will be available.

In addition, the ASC is working on the development of a national membership monitoring system (to commence in 2003) that will provide reliable, standardised data on sporting club participants, including information on age, gender and region. 
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Question: 131

Topic: Participation

Written Question on Notice: 16

Senator Lundy asked:

“Do you have accurate figures for participation rates for Indigenous Australians by age, region and activity?”

Answer:

No. The ABS is about to initiate an Indigenous Social Survey (results expected to be released in 2003/04). The survey will collect data about participation in physical activity. 
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Question: 132

Topic: Participation

Written Question on Notice: 17

Senator Lundy asked:

“Who takes the leadership role in increasing participation rates across Australia; is the responsibility of Active Australia, or are State and Territory governments by and large responsible for participation programs?”

Answer:

The ASC takes the leadership role in sport participation, especially for women, youth, people with a disability and Indigenous Australians. The state departments of sport and recreation (SDSR) share this responsibility, through the Standing Committee on Recreation and Sport (SCORS). The SDSR focus is broader than sport and includes the broader physical activity and recreation function.
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Question: 133

Topic: Participation

Written Question on Notice: 18

Senator Lundy asked:

“The ASC’s Strategic Plan 2002-05 (page 5), notes that there is “some evidence to suggest that Australians are moving away from organised sport, citing a lack of time, increased costs, risk management and loss of interest.”  Given that the ASC acknowledges a decline in organised sport, do you agree that the aim of increasing club membership by 1 million over four years is neither a realistic reflection of participation in physical activity nor an accurate measure of active participation?”

Answer:

In line with the Government’s policy on sport, Backing Australia’s Sporting Ability – A More Active Australia, increasing membership in local sporting clubs is a strategy being pursued by the Australian Sports Commission to achieve sustained increases in participation in grass roots sport. Increases in participation in grass roots sport will contribute to measures of participation in the broader categories of physical activity and active participation.

Output:  1






Question: 134

Topic: Volunteers

Written Question on Notice: 19

Senator Lundy asked:

“The ASC’s Strategic Plan 2002-05 (page 5) states that one challenge is “attracting and retaining volunteers as an essential part of the national sport system.”  Can you outline what strategies are in place to increase volunteers in sport given that there has been an overall decline in volunteerism in Australia?”

Answer:

In line with the Federal Government’s sports policy, Backing Australia’s Sporting Ability, the Australian Sports Commission has developed and is implementing a range of initiatives to stop the decline, and increase the number of volunteers in sport. The initiatives include:
· The Fair Go For Officials forums were held in each Australian state and territory capital between June and September 2002. The forums addressed the issues of the abuse of officials in sport and the solutions that can be implemented at all levels of sport to reduce the abuse and in turn, the decline of officials. The State and Territory forum reports are available on the ASC website. The final report which will be available on the ASC website will recommend strategies for sporting organisations, clubs, the media and schools to implement to address the issues of abuse of officials in sport.

· Following the Fair Go For Officials forums the Minister for the Arts and Sport announced 2003 to be the Year of the Official. The Year of the Official will capitalise on the success and implement the strategies from the Fair Go For Officials forums. The ASC will work with national sporting organisations and State/Territory Governments to implement strategies to address the behaviour of sporting participants; the competence of officials; and education of participants and spectators.

· The Club and Association Management Program and the Volunteer Management Program (CAMP/VMP) deals with all aspects of establishing and running a successful sporting club, including recruiting, training, managing and retaining volunteers. Through an agreement with the ASC, the State and Territory Departments of Sport and Recreation conduct CAMP/VMP workshops. 
· The ASC provides Thanks Coach/Official resources to National Sporting Organisations. The ASC offers State/Territory Sport Education Centres funding grants to implement the Thanks Coach/Official campaign in their respective State or Territory. By utilising the Thanks Coach/Official resources, sporting organisations can increase the positive recognition of all their volunteers, and in turn retain volunteers in sport.

· The National Coaching Accreditation Scheme (NCAS) and the National Officiating Accreditation Scheme (NOAS) are the ASC’s national education and training systems for Australian coaches and officials at all levels of sport. The ASC works with National Sporting Organisations to ensure that the NCAS and NOAS are relevant to the coaches and officials training needs. 

· The Club Development Provider Program promotes strategies to improve the management capacity and capability of clubs. A substantial section of the Provider checklist and support services are devoted to helping clubs recognise and respond to the important role volunteers play in their organisation. 
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Question: 135

Topic: AIS Scholarship Programs

Written Question on Notice: 20

Senator Lundy asked:

“At any time over the past 5 years, has the ASC or AIS commissioned or undertaken any studies or analysis about devolving any residential camps or programs from the Bruce campus to the States?”

Answer:

No.
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Question: 136

Topic: Canberra Camps and Training Programs

Written Question on Notice: Tabled 21

Senator Lundy asked:

“Has the number of athletes attending camps or training programs at the AIS in Canberra declined since the Sydney Olympics?”

Answer:

There was an expected drop-off in both camp numbers and participant numbers immediately after the Sydney Olympics and the figures for calendar year 2001 reflect this. However, the figures below for 2002 are to end of September and indicate that both the number of camps at the AIS in Canberra and the number of participants are likely to return to near the level recorded for the 2000 calendar year.

Year

No. of Camps

No. of Participants

2000

230


4906

2001

178


4250


2002

189


4256
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Question: 137

Topic: AIS Canberra Residential Programs

Written Question on Notice: 22

Senator Lundy asked:

“Can you provide a breakdown of the total number of athletes involved in residential sporting programs at the AIS Bruce campus over the past 5 years, specifically:

a. the numbers of athletes accommodated at the AIS each year; and

b.
the numbers of athletes accommodated outside the AIS when in Canberra, and the costs of this accommodation.”

Answer:

Table: AIS Scholarship Program Data – Canberra Based Programs 1998-2002

	Year
	Number of Full-time Scholarship Positions
	Total Number of Athletes who held Scholarships
	Number of Athletes Living in AIS Residence
	Number of Athletes Living Off-Site in Canberra
	Cost of Athletes Living Outside of AIS Residence

	1998
	287
	341
	No data available
	No data available
	No data available

	1999
	287
	348
	140-160
	130-150
	No data available

	2000
	287
	278
	120-140
	140-150
	No data available

	2001
	242
	267
	130-145
	100-110
	$424,400 (2000/01 – 142 athletes received a liveout allowance)

	2002
	242
	246
	155-170
	80-90
	$341,800 (2001/02 – 94 athletes received a liveout allowance)


Notes:


· Athlete numbers are based on calendar year, financial data on financial year.

· The number of athletes who held scholarships in 1998-99 includes a number of national athletes in sports such as rowing who were placed on short-term scholarships when attending training camps at the AIS. After 2000, while national level athletes still attend camps at the AIS, due to a policy decision they have not been offered AIS scholarships. 
· The reduction in scholarship positions after 2000 is largely due to Soccer Australia’s decision to convert the former residential women’s program for 20 athletes to a camps based program. Additionally AIS Rowing full-time scholarships were reduced by 10. These scholarship positions have been used by the AIS and Rowing Australia for national training camps which in 2001 catered for 341 athlete bed nights.

· The number of athletes living in the AIS residence varies throughout the year. In 2003 numbers are estimated to increase to approximately 175. This is consistent with the trend of 2001-02 of an increasing number of AIS Canberra based athletes choosing to live in the AIS residence.
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Question: 138

Topic: AIS Canberra Usage

Written Question on Notice: 23

Senator Lundy asked:

“At the May estimates, Mr Peters said that it is important for athletes to train in the best environment and that the AIS site is of a “pristine nature” and “recognised for its training environment” (ECITA, May 2002, p 304). Given that, is the AIS increasing the number of training programs and camps in Canberra in the lead-up to the Athens Olympics?”

Answer:

Decisions with respect to training camps and programs at the AIS in Canberra are made by national sporting organisations. In that context, if the AIS and national sporting organisations are to maximize the use of the AIS Campus, it must maintain the best possible environment and facilities.
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Question: 139

Topic: Information and Communications Technology


Written Question on Notice: 24

Senator Lundy asked:

“Provide the following information for each contract entered into by the agency which has not been fully performed or which has been entered into during the previous 12 months (financial year 2001-2002) that are all or in part information and communications technology related with a consideration to the value of $20,000 or more, including the following details for each contract:

(a)
a unique identifier for the contract (eg contract number)

(b)
the contractor name and ABN or ACN;

(c)
the domicile (country) of the parent company;

(d)
the subject matter of the contract, including whether the contract is substantially hardware, software, services or a mixture, with estimated percentages.

(e)
the starting date of the contract;

(f)
the term (duration) of the contract, expressed as an ending date;

(g)
the amount of the consideration (AU$);

(h)
the amount applicable to the current budget year (AU$);

(i)
whether or not there is an industry development requirement; if so:

provide details of the Industry Development requirements (in scope and out of scope). full list of sub-contracts valued at over $5,000, including the all the information described in (a) to (h).

The data should be in both hard copy and electronically as a spreadsheet.”
Answer:

The attached spreadsheet answers this question.
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