Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Special Broadcasting Service

Supplementary Budget Estimates 2000-2001, (23/11/00)


QUESTION NO. 111

Output:
1.1 and 1.2 Special Broadcasting Service 

Senator Eggleston (Hansard page No. 78) asked the following Question-on-Notice:

What about community self-help?  How is that going in Western Australia?  Those communities are all above 10,000 in population.  What other communities are going to get SBS through community self-help programs?


Answer:
The Television Fund is financing the provision of SBS television to the following Western Australian communities and their associated transmission areas:

Area 




On-air Date

Port Hedland



November 2000

Broome



November 2000

Karratha



December 2000 

Esperance



January 2001

Albany



January 2001

Geraldton



March 2001

Wagin



April 2001

Bunbury



June 2001

Central Agricultural


June 2001

Southern Agricultural

October 2001*

(*) SBS has recently added Southern Agricultural to the previously announced rollout program.  This extension will be financed from SBS’ original payment from the Television Fund.

Of those communities included in the Television Fund related extension program

· Central Agricultural, Geraldton, Karratha, Southern Agricultural and Wagin were previously unable to access SBS;
· Parts of Albany, Broome, Bunbury, Esperance, Kalgoorlie and Port Hedland received SBS via self-help retransmission arrangements, however in taking over responsibility for the local transmission of its television service, SBS has increased the operating power at these sites to improve the range and quality of reception; and
· two of the self-help communities (Esperance and Port Hedland) had previously received 50% of their service establishment costs (up to a limit of $50,000 each) from SBS under its Self-help Retransmission Subsidy Scheme (see below).

Other communities can explore the option of obtaining SBS television on a self-help basis.  Under the self-help arrangements, community groups or local councils purchase and maintain the equipment necessary to receive and locally retransmit a broadcasting service (radio or television) from either a nearby terrestrial transmitter or a satellite.

As part of the post National Transmission Network sale arrangements, the Government is providing SBS with ongoing funding ($500,000 pa) to assist communities that wish to establish an SBS service on a self-help basis.  Under the SBS Self-help Retransmission Subsidy Scheme, SBS will pay 50% of the actual costs (up to a limit of $25,000) associated with establishing a self-help SBS radio or television service.  The Scheme is administered by SBS which has, thus far, approved over 30 services for subsidisation in two separate funding rounds.  

Attached is a current list of all existing and proposed self-help services.  Those notated “Subsidy” are in receipt of funding through the SBS Self-Help Subsidy Scheme.  Those notated “Blackspots R1" have been approved for an SBS subsidy but are also applicants under the Government’s Black Spot Program, funded from the Television Fund, and are awaiting the outcome from Black Spots before accepting the SBS subsidy.  If successful under the Black Spot Program, these communities would receive a greater level of subsidisation than that which is available under SBS’ Scheme ie. up to $50,000 for transmission equipment and $50,000 for site establishment costs.

Existing and Proposed SBS Self-Help Services in Western Australia (as at 23 November 2000)

Area
Comment
On-air

Albany 

On-air

Badgingarra
Subsidy
December 2000

Bridgetown

On-air

Broome 

On-air

Bunbury

On-air

Carnamah
Subsidy
May 2001

Carnarvon
Subsidy -  Blackspots R1
May 2001

Cervantes

On-air

Collie 

On-air

Condingup
Subsidy
December 2000

Dampier
Subsidy
December 2000

Denham

On-air

Derby  

On-air

Eneabba
Subsidy
On-air

Esperance
Subsidy - Also Analogue Extension
On-air

Exmouth
Subsidy
December-2001

Gascoyne Junction

On-air

Green Head

On-air

Hopetoun
Subsidy
On-air

Hyden
Subsidy
On-air

Kalgoorlie

On-air

Kambalda  

On-air

Kondinin
Subsidy
On-air

Kununoppin

On-air

Kununurra
Subsidy
On-air

Lagrange

On-air

Lake Grace
Subsidy
On-air

Lake King 

On-air

Lancelin  

On-air

Laverton

On-air

Leonora

On-air

Majimup
Subsidy -  Blackspots R1
December 2000

Mandurah
Subsidy
Not yet known

Maryville

On-air

Meekatharra
Subsidy
On-air

Menzies

On-air

Merredin
Subsidy
March 2000 - not yet on-air

Molloy Island

On-air

Munkinbudin

On-air

Narrogin  

On-air

Newdegate

On-air

Newman 

On-air

Nyabing

On-air

Pingrup

On-air

Port Hedland
Subsidy - Also Analogue Extension.
On-air

Ravensthorpe
Subsidy
On-air

Westonia

On-air

Wickham

On-air

Wiluna

On-air

Wyndham
Subsidy
On-air

Yalgoo

On-air

