Senate Standing Committee on the Environment, Communications, 
Information Technology & the Arts
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Environment and Water Resources

Budget Estimates 2007-2008, May 2007

Outcome:
1. Environment


Question No: 23
Division/Agency:
Supervising Scientist Division

Topic:
Ranger Audit Outcomes

Hansard Page ECITA:
108

Senator Crossin asked:

Of the 63 criteria assessed, one required urgent action. Can you remember what it was and whether it has been undertaken? 

And there were three that required action in the form of a firm deadline.  But again you do not go to say what those three might have been.

Answer/s:

The Environmental Audit of Ranger mine conducted by the Supervising Scientist Division in May 2006 identified one matter requiring urgent action and three matters requiring action in the form of a firm deadline.

The matter requiring urgent action related to a condition of the Ranger mine authorisation which requires all employees to undertake an induction.  Evidence produced from the mine operator’s training system indicated that 8% of the workforce hadn’t undertaken an induction. The company maintained that this was in fact a document control issue and that all employees had undertaken an induction.  As this assertion could not be substantiated by documentation at the time of the audit, the matter was assessed as non-conformance requiring urgent attention. The mine operator subsequently upgraded its HR management systems to address the document control issue.  

The three matters requiring action in the form of a firm deadline were the need for the mine operator to:

· review the operation of a oily water separator system to ensure it was able to cope with high rainfall events;

· provide all new members of the water management committee with training in relevant contingency procedures; and

· undertake a routine interlock check in the designated timeframe. 

