Senate Standing Committee on the Environment, Communications, 
Information Technology & the Arts
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Environment and Water Resources

Budget Estimates 2007-2008, May 2007

Outcome:
1. Environment


Question No:  85
Division/Agency:
National Water Commission

Topic:
Ballarat Pipeline

Hansard Page ECITA:
112

Senator Fielding asked:

Senator FIELDING—Minister, do you have any feeling of when a decision will be made on the extension on Ballarat?

Senator Abetz—No, I have not. But if you want an answer from the minister, I am happy to take that question on notice.

Answer:
The Minister for the Environment and Water Resources, the Hon Malcolm Turnbull MP is expected to announce the outcome of the Government's consideration of funding support for the Ballarat pipeline shortly.
Outcome:
1. Environment


Question No:  87
Division/Agency:
National Water Commission

Topic:
SMEC Australia report-dams

Hansard Page ECITA:
120

Senator Stephens asked:

Senator STEPHENS—When was that desktop study commissioned?
Mr Costello—I do not have the exact date but I would say it would have been November or December. I will confirm.
Senator STEPHENS—If you could confirm that for us, that would be good. And the cost involved?

Mr Costello—I think that was in the order of $155,000, but I will also check the details.

Senator STEPHENS—If you could, also confirm that, thank you. So what happens now? Is there additional work for SMEC in relation to the proposed dams?
Answer/s:

The desk top study undertaken by SMEC was commissioned on 28 November 2006.

The total cost of the desk top study was $156,257 (GST Inc).

The National Water Commission has written to the NSW Government and the QLD Government to invite their participation in further studies.

Outcome:
1. Environment


Question No:  88
Division/Agency:
National Water Commission

Topic:
Water Smart Australia Programme

Hansard Page ECITA:
127

Senator Birmingham asked:

Senator BIRMINGHAM— The next project to which I refer is the Glenelg to Adelaide Park Lands Recycled Water Scheme. It is a proposal about which I am somewhat aware—a project that the Prime Minister announced during the 2004 election campaign alongside the then candidate for Hindmarsh to recycle water out of the Glenelg Waste Water Treatment Plant. Could you provide the committee with an idea of the status of that one, Mr Costello?

Mr Costello— Yes. We received a proposal from the South Australian government for that project but we sought confirmation that the South Australian government would provide matching funding. One of the requirements of the election commitment was that the South Australian government would match the funding and they have not come forward with that matching funding. So, essentially, the project is in abeyance until they provide some matching funding for it.

Senator BIRMINGHAM— The funding for that project is $25 million from the Commonwealth, and that is the matching that is sought from the state, is that right?

Mr Costello— Our funding on that was never approved because, as we were going through the assessment, one of the checks that we do is confirming that matching funding is in place, and it was not. So it has not proceeded through the approval process any further. We are now advised that it is in abeyance.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Do you have any estimation of how much water would be recycled under that project?

Mr Costello—I would have to take that question on notice.
Answer/s:

The Glenelg to Adelaide Park Lands Wastewater Reuse Scheme, if it were to proceed, would increase recycling and reuse of effluent from 1,800 ML per year to 3,800 ML per year from the Glenelg Waste Water Treatment Plant.

Outcome:
1. Environment


Question No:  89
Division/Agency:
National Water Commission

Topic:
Water Smart Australia Programme

Hansard Page ECITA:
127

Senator Birmingham asked:

Senator BIRMINGHAM—I understand that the project known as Waterproofing the South was presented to the commission in October 2006, is that right? Could you provide us with an update on that one? 
Senator BIRMINGHAM—Again, do you have any estimation about the amount of water that would be saved or recycled through that project?

Mr Costello—I will take that question on notice as well and get back to you. I think it would be a number of gigalitres.
Answer/s:

The Water Proofing the South project was originally submitted to the National Water Commission in June 2006, but did not meet the matching funding requirements.   Minister Turnbull wrote on 28 November 2006 to the South Australian Minister for Environment and Conservation to stress the importance of matching funding.  A revised proposal was received on 23 February 2007.  The Minister for the Environment and Water Resources announced funding of $34.5 million from the Water Smart Australia programme for the project on 26 June 2007.

The Water Proofing the South project is estimated to increase reuse and recycling of water in the area from 4.4 gigalitres per year to 8.8 gigalitres per year by 2011.
