Senate Standing Committee on the Environment, Communications, 
Information Technology & the Arts
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Environment and Water Resources

Budget Estimates 2007-2008, May 2007

Outcome:
1. Environment


Question No:  81
Division/Agency:
Natural Resource Management Programmes Division

Topic:
Yilgarn Drainage Project - Feasibility study

Hansard Page ECITA:
90

Senator Siewert asked:

Do you know who the consultant is undertaking that feasibility study?

Answer/s:

There are two consultants:

· Mr Robin Sanders (Genero) has been engaged as the Project Advisor.

· Mr Peter Hudson (Rokit Science) has been selected to deliver a desktop software package to provide geographic data visualisation, mapping, management and data analysis.

Outcome:
1. Environment


Question No:  82
Division/Agency:
Natural Resource Management Programmes Division

Topic:
Yilgarn Drainage Project - Feasibility study

Hansard Page ECITA:
90

Senator Siewert asked:

And is there a requirement that it be independently reviewed?

Answer/s:

Yes, this is built into the governance arrangements with the Project Advisory Committee and the Technical Advisory Group.  The Australian Government Departments of Environment and Water Resources and Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry and WA Departments of Water and Agriculture and Food provide technical advice to the project. 

Outcome:
1. Environment


Question No:  83
Division/Agency:
Natural Resource Management Programmes Division

Topic:
Yarra Yarra Drainage Project – Stage II

Hansard Page ECITA:
91

Senator Siewert asked:

It is unclear from your answer whether Yarra Yarra Stage II has been approved.

Answer/s:

Stage II has been approved in principle and work has commenced on the necessary planning and State statutory approval processes.

Outcome:
1. Environment


Question No:  90
Division/Agency:
Natural Resource Management Programme Division

Topic:
Natural Heritage Trust

Hansard Page ECITA:
Written Question on Notice

Senator Wong asked:

(a) How much investment was approved for funding streams of the National Action Plan and Trust in 2006-07?

(b) How much was expended under the National Action Plan and Trust in 2006-07?

(c) How many projects involving Indigenous people were approved for investment in 2006-07 under (a) National Action Plan (b) Trust? Please provide a list of all Indigenous projects that were funded under the NAP and Trust, where those projects are located and how much money they will receive. 

(d) How much expenditure from the (a) NAP and (b) Trust were on projects involving Indigenous people in 2006-07? Please provide a list of all Indigenous projects that were funded under the NAP and Trust, where those projects are located and how much money they received.

Answer/s:

(a) Investment approved for the National Action Plan was $141.0 million and for the Trust $312.5 million in 2006-07.
(b) Expenditure under the National Action Plan was $141.0 million and for the Trust $312.5 million in 2006-07.

(c) There were 167 projects identified as directly funded or attributed to involving Indigenous organisations or people approved for investment in 2006-07. One under the National Action Plan and 166 under the Trust. A list of all projects identified as Indigenous projects that were funded under the NAP and Trust and their locations including approval and expenditure is attached. These projects are directly funded or directly attributed to indigenous groups. There are many more projects, particularly through regional delivery and in remote areas that provide support to indigenous people in land management activities but are managed by the regional body or other providers. 
(d) Expenditure from the NAP on projects directly funded or attributed to Indigenous organisations or people in 2006-07 was $440,000. Expenditure from the Trust on projects directly funded or attributed to Indigenous organisations or people in 2006-07 was $17,206,701. A list of all Indigenous projects that were funded under the NAP and Trust and their locations including approval and expenditure is attached.
