Senate Standing Committee on the Environment, Communications, 
Information Technology & the Arts
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Environment and Water Resources

Budget Estimates 2007-2008, May 2007

Outcome:
1. Environment


Question No:  57 

Division/Agency:
Environment Quality Division

Topic:
Sustainable Cities

Hansard Page ECITA:
Written Question on Notice 
Senator Wong asked:

(a) When will the Government respond to the House of Representatives Standing Committee on Environment and Heritage Report on Sustainable Cities, which was released in August 2005?

(b) Why hasn’t the Government responded to date?

Answer/s:

(a) The Government’s response is likely to be tabled in Spring 2007.


(b) The Australian Government has already taken substantial actions in relation to the recommendations of the Sustainable Cities Inquiry.  

A number of Australian Government programs relevant to the report are evolving rapidly.  The Australian Government’s response to the Inquiry Report has been developed in close consultation with all relevant portfolios in order to ensure that it is as thorough, complete and up to date as possible. 
Outcome:
1. Environment


Question No: 58

Sub Outcome:


Division/Agency:
Environment and Water Resources


Topic:
Estimates

Hansard Page ECITA:
61
Senator BARTLETT asked - Is it possible to give us a breakdown of how that money has been spent—maybe on notice—through to the end of June, and which areas it has been focused on, in amongst all those things like air quality, fuel quality, oil recycling, et cetera?

Dr Reville - We could take that on notice, but could I just identify that part of the $38 million is dealing with the fact that two major programs have recently finished, or will finish at the end of this financial year. One is a large component of Measures for a Better Environment, which, as you are probably aware, covered a spectrum of these activities.
Answer/s:

Details of the Environment Quality Division’s outcome for the 2006-2007 financial year is contained in the response to Question Number 59.

Outcome:
1. Environment


Question No: 59

Division/Agency:
Environment Quality Division


Topic:
Budget Estimates

Hansard Page ECITA:
61
Senator BARTLETT asked - Are you able to give us a breakdown of how it has all been spent up to the end of the current year? Would it be reasonable to assume to be a roughly similar allocation of or disbursement of the new bunch of money over the forward four years or is it?

Dr Reville - The new funding will cover the full spectrum of activities the division previously did, minus those parts of Measures for a Better Environment and the other dedicated funding programs which had specific endings, where the function has been achieved, but we would be happy to take on notice and provide you with some more information on the details.

Answer/s:

The tables below provide details of the Environment Quality Division’s outcome for the 2006-2007 financial year for both Departmental and Administered funding.

	Departmental Activities 
	2006-07

	 
	$m

	A New Tax System (ANTS) Diesel
	4.01

	Fuel and Air Quality Standards and Ozone Protection
	15.03

	National Environment Protection Council (NEPC)
	0.43

	Human Settlements
	11.25

	Total Environment Quality Division
	30.72


	Administered Activities
	2006-07

	 
	$m

	Monitoring Compliance & Enforcement (MCE) Bio fuels 
	0.08

	Bio fuels Taskforce
	3.79

	National Environment Protection Council (NEPC) Service Corporation
	0.43

	Improving Launceston Air Quality (Tamar Valley)
	0.40

	Total Environment Quality Division
	4.62


The following table represents the budgets for the Environment Quality Division over the forward years.

	Environment Quality Division
	2007-08
	2008-09
	2009-10
	2010-11

	 
	$m
	$m
	$m
	$m

	Departmental 
	24.52
	21.47
	21.01
	18.82

	Administered
	0.73
	0.53
	0.53
	0.53

	Total Environment Quality Division
	25.25
	22.00
	21.54
	19.35


