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Senator McLucas asked:

Senator McLUCAS—Have you previously owned property in Tasmania?

Mr Allen—The Commonwealth previously owned property but the Antarctic Division did not.

Senator McLUCAS—When was that?

Mr Allen—I am not quite sure of the exact date that the property was sold but it was probably in the order of about eight years ago.

Senator McLUCAS—Where was that property?

Mr Allen—That was the Kingston property and also there was a set of flats in Sandy Bay.

Senator McLUCAS—What were they for? I know we are going back over time.

Mr Allen—They were expedition accommodation.

Senator McLUCAS—What address were they?

Mr Allen—They were in Lower Sandy Bay. I am not quite sure of the exact address.

Senator McLUCAS—Could you possibly provide that to us?

Mr Allen—Yes, certainly. 

Answer/s:

5 Beach Road, Sandy Bay, Tasmania
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Senator McLucas asked:

Senator McLUCAS—Is it possible to give the committee an understanding of the budget allocation within your division that is spent on whaling?

Mr Press—There are no dollars spent on whaling.

Senator McLUCAS—Thank you. I am very pleased to know that—on whale policy?

Mr Press—I will have to take that on notice. That is not an easy question to answer without doing some hypothecating, but I can provide that to the committee. 

Answer/s:

Direct costs in 2006/07 for the applied mammal ecology programme were budgeted at $853 000.
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Senator McLucas  asked:

Mr Press—There is no line that says that that is money that is being spent on the development of whale policy. We do have budgets down to sections but, on a fully accrued basis, if you take into account, say, the amount of ship time, ocean support and various other things like that, that line item is not very meaningful. But I can provide the committee with a comprehensive estimate.

Senator McLUCAS—I might come back to you on that. I do not want you to do things for the purpose of answering a question when it is not answering the question that I actually want to ask. I will put that on notice if that is the best way to do it. 

Answer/s:

Direct costs in 2006/07 for the applied mammal ecology programme were budgeted at $853,000.
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Senator Brown asked:

Senator BOB BROWN—Can you tell the committee about the reports in the last couple of days about a very large area of loss of snow in Antarctica?

Mr Press—I am unaware of that report, I am sorry.

Senator BOB BROWN—Could you find that report of the last 48 hours? I will get it for you if you have trouble. It is in national and international press. It is about loss of snow leading to a very worrying concern therefore about loss of reflectivity in Antarctica and accretion of heat. This is showing up in recent scientific data.

Answer/s:

On 15 May 2007 NASA made a press release on snow melt in Antarctica. The melt event in question occurred in January 2005 and was detected in satellite imagery and subsequently reported through the press release.  

This event was the most pronounced melt event observed in the last three decades of satellite records. During this event, maximum temperatures rose to well above freezing (around 5°C) for up to a week and produced a melt layer on the surface which was detected by radar. 

This was a significant event since melting at higher inland elevations is known from ice cores to be very rare, and because, to date, there has been little sign of surface warming in the Antarctic. Records show warming in the continent has been largely confined to coastal regions and was significantly interrupted by cooling in the 1990s following the Pinatubo eruption. Results from other studies show, however, that significant warming has occurred in the winter in the atmosphere above Antarctica, in the middle troposphere.

Outcome:
2. Australia’s Interests in Antarctica are Advanced 
Question No: 21  
Division/Agency:
Australian Antarctic Division
Topic:
Larson B Ice Shelf
Hansard Page ECITA:
98
Senator Brown asked:

Senator BOB BROWN—Is that speculation or is that actually turning up in observations by scientists in the Antarctic?

Mr Press—When I say ‘some speculation’ I mean generally around Antarctica. Yes, there are some direct observations of glaciers increasing there.

Senator BOB BROWN—What are they showing?

Mr Press—Just that the flow rates have increased.

Senator BOB BROWN—By how much?

Mr Press—I cannot tell you that off the top of my head.

Senator BOB BROWN—Could you find that information for us, please?

Mr Press—Of course. 

Answer/s:
The collapse of the Larsen B ice shelf in 2002 provided a unique natural laboratory in which to measure the interaction between the shelf and its tributary glaciers. When the ice shelf collapsed the glaciers feeding into it increased in speed, up to eightfold. Other nearby glaciers feeding regions of remaining ice shelf did not show any increase in flow rate. The nearby glaciers were essentially the ‘controls’ in this natural experiment and, as a result, other regional drivers such as temperature or precipitation changes can be excluded as direct causes of the increased acceleration of the glaciers behind the Larsen B ice shelf. 

The removal of the buttressing effect of floating ice shelves and consequential acceleration of adjoining glaciers leads to thinning of the glaciers and an increase in total discharge of ice. 

In regions like the Antarctic Peninsula, the effect may be expected to have a limited long-term impact on sea-level due to the limited ice catchment.

The confirmation of this buttressing impact raises wider questions about impacts if ice shelves elsewhere around the Antarctic continent disappear from regions where the tributary glaciers drain extensive regions. 

Australia is actively involved in researching ice shelf processes, particularly in the Amery ice shelf region in East Antarctica, where there is an integrated program of ice and ocean measurements, including a drilling program to investigate the interactions between the shelves and the surrounding ocean. Australian research is also investigating the mass balance of the Antarctic ice sheet through a programme of computer modelling and observations using satellite and ground studies including ice core measurements.
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Senator Brown asked:

Mr Press—A number of our scientists worked down there so it was reasonably common knowledge that the rabbit population is increasing, and this has been discussed by the Tasmanian Government in its MIRAG, the Macquarie Island Research Advisory Group, whose responsibility it is for signing off on research projects at Macquarie Island.

Senator BOB BROWN—When was that?

Mr Press—Because I am not a participant in the MIRAG I cannot tell you, but I can take that on notice. 

Answer/s:

The Macquarie Island Research Advisory Group has considered, over a number of years, issues including rabbits and their impact on a range of natural values, which include World Heritage values, threatened species, burrowing seabirds and vegetation degradation.

