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Question: 308
Topic: Weight-Lifting Anabolic Steroid Infraction
Hansard Page: ECITA 6

Senator Lundy asked:

Can you provide an explanation as to why it has taken so long? Is this time frame usually long? (Referring to an outstanding weight-lifting anabolic steroid infraction from 6 September 2003 for which no sanction has been handed down as yet).

Answer: 

ASDA is responsible for managing a case up until the point it is placed on the Register of Notifiable Events. The case in question was handled within ASDA’s normal results management processes.  Individual cases can take some time to be placed onto the Register of Notifiable Events due to athletes having the right to make a submission to the Agency regarding their case.  The Agency then takes the time required to consider any submission and make a final decision.  Furthermore, the Agency, from time-to-time needs a longer timeframe to investigate test results, for example when there is a need for follow-up tests.
Under existing arrangements the Australian Sports Commission (ASC) is responsible for monitoring and, when appropriate, assisting sporting bodies manage individual cases arising from entries on ASDA’s Register of Notifiable Events.  In this case, the athlete was not bound by the Australian Weightlifting Federation (AWF) Anti-Doping Policy as he was not a member of the AWF at the time of the test, although he had previously been a member.  The ASC required the AWF to seek written statements from both the Australian Olympic Committee (AOC) and the International Weightlifting Federation (IWF) agreeing that the matter cannot be progressed any further.  The IWF and the AOC have advised the AWF that the matter can not be progressed any further.  

The ASC also requested that, in the event that the AWF receives a request for reinstatement from the athlete, the AWF advises the athlete that, in light of the positive test result, the athlete will not be granted reinstatement until the elapse of two years from the date of the positive test.  The ASC also required the AWF to amend its Anti-Doping Policy to ensure this matter does not occur in the future.  The athlete has requested reinstatement and the AWF is currently addressing the ASC’s requirements before accepting reinstatement.

In most cases, the time-frame for handling such matters is relatively short.  As this case had unusual factors, it took longer to resolve.
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Question: 309

Topic: Amendments to the Australian Sports Drug Agency Act 1990 and Regulations
Hansard Page: ECITA 9

Senator Lundy asked:

When is it due to come into effect? (Referring to the deadline for legislation taking effect).

Answer: 

The amendments to the Australian Sports Drug Agency Act 1990 and associated Regulations came into effect on 30 July 2004.
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Question: 310

Topic: Advertising Projects
Written Question on Notice

Senator Murray asked:

Please provide a list of all advertising or public information projects currently being undertaken or expected to be undertaken by the department or agency in the course of 2004 where the cost of the project is estimated or contracted to be $100 000 or more, indicating:

(a)
the purpose and nature of the project;

(b)
the intended recipients of the information to be communicated by the project;

(c)
who authorised or is to authorise the project;

(d)
the manner in which the project is to be carried out;

(e)
who is to carry out the project;

(f)
whether the project is to be carried out under a contract;

(g)
whether such contract was let by tender;

(h)
the estimated or contracted cost of the project.

Answer: 

Nil
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