Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Environment and Heritage

Budget Estimates 2003-2004, (29-30 May 2003)


Outcome: 
1.
Environment



Question No: 26
Sub-outcome:


Output:
1.9
Parks and Reserves
Division/Agency: 
Parks Australia

Topic: 
Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park – park fee review


Hansard Page ECITA: 488

Senator Crossin asked: 

Uluru Park fee review – Tourism Consultative Committee – Who is on that consultative committee?
Answer/s:

The Uluru - Kata Tjuta Tourism Consultative Committee is a sub-committee of the Uluru- Kata Tjuta National Park Board of Management. Membership is shown below, showing the organisations represented on the Committee and the people currently representing those organisations;

· Central Australian Tourism Industry Association (Mr Craig Catchlove)

By convention this person is the Independent Chair of the Uluru Tourism Consultative Committee.

· Lassiter Region Standing Committee - a group made up of Tourism operators from the local region (Mr Bruce Stapleton)  

· Northern Territory Tourism Commission (Mr John Di Maria) 

· Northern Territory Chamber of Commerce and Industry Tourism Council (Mr Paul Styles)

· Anangu Tours - a local indigenous owned Tourism business (Mr Darren Keane) 

· Ayers Rock Resort (Mr David Bennett) 

· Northern Territory Parks and Wildlife Service (Mr Mike Gunn) 

· Parks Australia North

Assistant Secretary, Parks Australia North (Peter Wellings)

Uluru Park Manager (Mr Brooke Watson)

Uluru Public Communications Manager (Ms Kathy Bannister)

In addition park traditional owners, Anangu members of the Uluru Kata Tjuta Board of Management and representatives of the Mutitjulu Community Council regularly participate in meetings.  Representatives of local tourism businesses are also welcomed as observers, by agreement of the members of the Committee. 

A précis of the meeting minutes is normally posted onto the website of the Central Australian Tourism Industry Association once cleared, and the full meeting minutes are passed on to the Lassiter Region Standing Committee for the information of that Committee’s members.

Outcome: 
1.
Environment



Question No: 27

Sub-outcome:


Output:
1.9
Parks and Reserves
Division/Agency:
Parks Australia

Topic: 
Proposed or possible fee increases at Kakadu National Park
Hansard Page ECITA: 489

Senator Crossin asked: Proposed or possible fee increases at Kakadu – There is a tourism consultative committee in Kakadu and a tourism rep on the board of Kakadu…Would you be able to provide me with a list of those people?
Answer/s:

1. The Kakadu Tourism Consultative Committee is a sub-committee of the Kakadu National Park Board of Management. Membership is shown below, showing the organisations represented on the Committee and the people currently representing those organisations;

· The tourism industry representative appointed to the  Kakadu Board of Management (Mr Rick Murray). The tourism industry representative appointed to the  Kakadu Board of Management acts as Chair of the Tourism Consultative Committee.

· Northern Territory Chamber of Commerce and Industry Tourism Council (Mr Paul Styles)

· Tourism Top End – the Darwin-based ‘Top End’ Regional Tourism Association (Ms Helen Galton/Mr Michael Allen)

· Katherine Region Tourism Association (Mr Paul Collery)

· Kakadu Visitor Organisation – a representing businesses operating in Kakadu (Mr Greg Boland)

· Tour Guide Association of the Northern Territory (Mr Ian Hutton)

· Northern Territory Tourist Commission (Mr John Fitzgerald)

· Northern Territory Parks and Wildlife Service (Mr Bill Binns)

· Parks Australia North

Assistant Secretary, Parks Australia North (Mr Peter Wellings)

Kakadu Park Manager (Mr Chris Haynes)

Kakadu Park Planning Officer (Ms Tanya Brugmann)

In addition park traditional owners, Bininj/Mungguy members of the Kakadu Board of Management and the parks and tourism officer of the Northern Land Council regularly participate in meetings. 

2. The Kakadu National Park Board of Management has a position for ‘a person employed in the tourism industry in the Northern Territory acceptable to the traditional Aboriginal owners of Kakadu National Park’. The current tourism industry representative on the Kakadu National Park Board of Management is Mr Rick Murray. The Minister appointed Mr Murray on 06/02/2002 for a period ending on 31/01/2005.

Outcome: 

1 - Environment



Question No: 28

Sub-outcome:


Output:  

1.9
Parks and Reserves
Division/Agency: 

Parks Australia


Topic: 

Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park fee increase
Hansard Page ECITA:
489

Senator Crossin asked: 

Was the proposed fee increase put to and endorsed by the Uluru Board of Management? Do they necessarily endorse it or recommend an increase to the Minister?

Answer/s:

At the 4-6 September 2002 Board of Management meeting the Board passed a resolution endorsing an increase in the park entry fee from $16.25 to $25 from 1 April 2004. A recommendation for approval was then made to the Minister.

Outcome:
1.
Environment



Question No: 29

Sub-outcome:


Output:  
1.9
Parks and Reserves
Division/Agency: 
Parks Australia


Topic: 
Update Figures from QoN 60 from last year’s budget estimates
Hansard Page ECITA: 489

Senator Crossin asked:

Could you take the columns of figures that were provided in your answer to QoN No. 60 from last year’s budget estimates and update them. Particularly part 5 … that is broken down into about eight sub areas. I would like to see this year’s column figures for those areas. Part 6 of that QoN needs updating as well.
Answer/s:

Updated Tables from Part 5, Question on Notice 60 Supplementary Budget Estimates 2002-2003 (November 2002)

Operational Expenditure

	Kakadu
	1998-99

($’000)
	1999-00

($’000)
	2000-01

($’000)
	2001-02

($’000)
	2002-03

($’000)
	2003-04

($’000)

	Labour
	4,022
	4,144
	 4,545
	 5,141
	5,517
	5,552

	Travel
	 105
	 97
	 128
	 163
	178
	186

	Repairs & Maintenance
	1,098
	3,039
	2,354
	1,708
	1,289
	943

	Depreciation
	 3,593
	 2,954
	2,900
	2,794
	3,835
	3,607

	Service Contracts & Consultants
	1,349
	 1,050
	 1,115
	1,253
	1,102
	1,119

	Property ( Incl Traditional Owners Payments)
	 1,362
	1,490
	1,499
	1,584
	1,893
	2,021

	Admin & other
	1,912
	1,919
	1,404
	1,425
	795
	878

	Vehicles, Fuel & aircraft
	1,153
	1,031
	1,173
	907
	768
	866

	Insurance
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	196

	Total expenditure
	14,594
	15,724
	15,118
	14,975
	15,377
	15,368


1998-99 to 2001-02 figures are actuals, 2002-04 figures are estimated actuals, 2003-04 figures are budget.

These figures exclude Corporate Overhead and Capital User Charge and for the first time include insurance.

	Uluru
	1998-99

($’000)
	1999-00

($’000)
	2000-01

($’000)
	2001-02

($’000)
	2002-03

($’000)
	2003-04

($’000)

	Labour
	1,755
	2,325
	3,060
	3,238
	3,184
	3,447

	Travel
	94
	160
	191
	140
	121
	196

	Repairs & Maintenance
	1,254
	1,254
	705
	938
	677
	550

	Depreciation
	2,024
	2,172
	2,872
	2,777
	2,442
	2,898

	Service Contracts & Consultants
	537
	537
	1,339
	1,180
	942
	704

	Property ( Incl Traditional Owners Payments)
	1,389
	1,569
	1,953
	1,724
	2,122
	2,296

	Admin & other
	553
	553
	770
	1,108
	562
	673

	Vehicles, Fuel & aircraft
	415
	576
	513
	478
	771
	685

	Insurance
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	171

	Total expenditure
	8,021
	9,146
	11,403
	11,583
	10,821
	11,620


1998-99 to 2001-02 figures are actuals, 2002-03 figures are estimated actuals, 2003-04 figures are budget.

These figures exclude Corporate Overhead and Capital User Charge and for the first time include insurance.
Updated Tables from Part 6, Question on Notice 60 Supplementary Budget Estimates 2002-2003 (November 2002)

	Kakadu
	1998-99

($’000)
	1999-00

($’000)
	2000-01

($’000)
	2001-02

($’000)
	2002-03

($’000)
	2003-04

($’000)

	Roads & Infrastructure
	1,342
	0
	432
	290
	194
	384

	Park Facilities & Infrastructure
	997
	1,144
	1,480
	3,972
	3,591
	2,851


1998-99 to 2001-02 figures are actuals, 2002-03 figures are estimated actuals, 2003-04 figures are budget.

	Uluru
	1998-99

($’000)
	1999-00

($’000)
	2000-01

($’000)
	2001-02

($’000)
	2002-03

($’000)
	2003-04

($’000)

	Roads & Infrastructure
	-
	-
	-
	574
	204
	668

	Park Facilities & Infrastructure
	231
	399
	3,706
	4,857
	2,345
	2,643


1998-99 to 2001-02 figures are actuals, 2002-03 figures are estimated actuals, 2003-04 figures are budget.
Outcome:

1.
Environment



Question No: 30

Sub-outcome:

Output:

1.2 (Biological Diversity) and 1.9 (Parks and Reserves)
Division/Agency:

Parks Australia 
Topic: 

Australian Biological Resources Study
Hansard Page ECITA:
Written question on notice

Senator Wong asked:

Australian Biological Resources Study

· Is it not the case that the ‘Australian Biological Resources Study’ is an existing program that the government had failed to provide funding for?

· Isn’t it fair to say that this was simply the continuation of existing activity and that this does not represent a new program at all?

· The budget paper makes it clear that there is no new funding for this program (budget paper 2). Where will the $12.4m over 4 years come from?

· Isn’t it true that the funding provided has come from cuts to other existing programs?

· Isn’t it therefore fair enough to say that this is not a new initiative at all? But rather a cut to one program and an extension of another?

· Is it not also the case that there was a cut of $8m over 4 years to biodiversity policy?

· Where will these cuts occur?

· How was it estimated?

· Is this the funding which has gone to the Australian Biological Resources Study?

Answer/s:

Funding was provided in the 1999-00 Budget to continue the Australian Biological Resources Study (ABRS) research programme until 2002-03. In the 2003‑04 Budget the Government decided to fund the programme for the next 4 years (Portfolio Budget Statement 2003-04, page 45).

The circumstances of ABRS funding is similar to the Shipping Support for Australia’s Antarctic Programme, which was also funded in the 2003-04 Budget. At the Senate Estimates hearing of 29 May 2003, the Committee was advised that “the programme [Shipping Support for Australia’s Antarctic Programme] cannot be funded until the government decides that it is funded, but the Department of Finance and Administration made a judgment, in putting together its forward estimates, that it was likely that the government would approve this funding. Hence there were figures in the forward estimates, but no money was actually provided until the government made the decision in the budget to make a new policy decision to provide the funds.” [Hansard page ECITA 597]

New funding for the ABRS has been provided through the Budget and not as a result of reductions to other programmes.

In respect of biodiversity policy, savings of $2 million per annum will result from absorbing ongoing costs associated with the development of biodiversity policy, including statutory obligations and obligations under the Convention on Biological Diversity by the Department of the Environment and Heritage. These activities will continue to be funded from within existing resourcing (PBS 2003-04, page 43).


