Environment, Communications, Information Technology and the Arts Committee

Budget Estimates 2003-2004, 29-30 May 2003
Questions on Notice


Environment and Heritage portfolio

	Ques no
	Proof Hansard ref ECITA
	Senator
	Subject
	Agency/

Division
	Date Received

	1
	425
	Crossin
	Relocation of OSS from Jabiru to Darwin.  Was that an allocated amount?  Does it exceed that amount or is that the total cost? Now that the building has actually been finished and opened, is that the total cost?
	SSD
	11/08/03

	2
	426
	Crossin
	I have some other questions on the current inquiry we are conducting.  What staff and financial resources did the OSS allocate for the input into the inquiry?
	SSD
	11/08/03

	3
	427
	Wong
	Did you provide advice regarding the actual environmental impact of those operations?
	SSD
	11/08/03

	4
	428
	Crossin
	Is it the case that the water monitoring used to occur over 60 bores and that it is now happening over four bores on a quarterly basis?
	SSD
	11/08/03

	5
	433
	Crossin
	Exposure of roofing workers to elevated levels of radiation at the Ranger mine.  It was reported to the Alligator Rivers Regional Advisory Committee.  We can give you a copy of that.
	SSD
	11/08/03

	6
	On Notice
	Crossin
	Ranger Pit#1

Is it correct that Energy Resources of Australia is expected to apply in the near future to the Northern Territory regulator to deposit tailings from the Ranger Uranium Mine into the mined out pit number one above so-called RL0?

Is this your understanding and can you explain what RL0 is exactly? 

Why is there a need for the mining company to deposit tailings above RLO? Is there an alternative?  

Are there concerns on the part of the Northern Land Council and the Traditional Owners that deposition of tailings above RL0; and could you explain these concerns? 

Are there concerns that contaminated material, especially from watered tailings, may move through a porous zone of the pit wall and into the Corridor Creek system? What is the OSS response to these concerns?

What is the position of the Supervising Scientist in relation to depositing tailings above RLO in Ranger pit number one? 

What counteractive measures, if any, do you think are necessary if the mining company is to deposit above RLO in Ranger pit number one? 

When is ERA expected to make its application to deposit above RL0?
	SSD
	11/08/03

	7
	On Notice
	Crossin
	Jabiluka Radiation Monitoring
Can you explain the current radiation monitoring programme in place at the site of the proposed Jabiluka uranium mine? 

What are the likely sources of radiation at the site at present? 

I understand that there have been some suggested changes to the current authorisation at Jabiluka in relation to radiation monitoring. Can you explain these to us? 

What is the position of the Supervising Scientist in relation to these proposed change
	SSD
	11/08/03

	8
	433
	McLucas
	Page 307 of the PBS – What moneys were moved into program 1.1 as a result of those changes.
	GBRMPA
	11/08/03

	9
	434
	McLucas
	Could I have the actual figure of reduction for those two projects – the concession payments and the aquaculture allocation.
	GBRMPA
	11/08/03

	10
	434
	McLucas
	If there are other projects that have completed their life, I would like to know what they were so that I can work out where that reduction actually can be attributed.
	GBRMPA
	11/08/03

	11
	435
	McLucas
	A second matter is that there was funding made available under the National Moorings Program for moorings in the GBR.  That funding was received and has been expended, so that is the end of that program.  Do you have that figure with you?
	GBRMPA
	11/08/03

	12
	435
	McLucas
	Reef HQ income - What I am looking for is tracking monthly visitation levels and income.  I am also interested in knowing how that refers back to the business plan.
	GBRMPA
	11/08/03

	13
	437
	McLucas
	Please provide me with the total amount of GST that has been paid by GBRMPA since the introduction of GST.
	GBRMPA
	11/08/03

	14
	437
	McLucas
	How many staff do we have currently employed by the authority?  Perhaps you could just provide me, from 1 January 2003, with the actual EFT staffing numbers at the end of each month?
	GBRMPA
	11/08/03

	15
	444
	Wong
	Would you be able to give us some indication of how much has actually been expended thus far in relation to the south-east regional plan?  To date and the current financial year.
	NOO
	11/08/03

	16
	446
	Wong
	Presumably you have done some internal costings on what it will cost to do fully the south-east plan and the northern plan, given that you are working on them.  Are you able to provide those?  If you have done them for the remaining seven regions, could they be provided?  Could you indicate what of the forward estimates budget allocation is allocated to this particular area as well?
	NOO
	11/08/03

	17
	448-449
	Wong
	In the budgetary process, in relation to areas where there has not yet been cabinet or ministerial decision, Finance will allocate money which is in the forward estimates. Presumably the forward estimates also have budgetary decisions which have already been made. So I think people are entitled to understand what is still subject to ministerial decision and not actually a decision as to funding and what is not. … It is certainly the case that the minister signs off on the PBS, so the minister would have to explain to you why it was put in the forward estimates if it is a program limited by time. … We could certainly take it on notice, but we do have a number of lapsing programs – that is the nature … so why are they putting is for some and not for others?
	PCEPD

(PCD)
	14/07/03

	18
	451
	Bartlett
	Is there a list that is easily producible of the various properties that are planned to be leased?
	SHFT
	11/08/03

	19
	466
	Wong
	Are you able to provide us with some information that clarifies the issue we are discussing about the percentage of remnant and regrowth which is Kyoto relevant in Queensland or some data that explains that.
	AGO
	11/08/03

	20
	468
	Wong
	Is that the number of areas assessed by the Queensland government as being subject to permit and potentially able to be cleared prior to the expiry of the permits?  Yes.  Are you able to provide us with some indication of what percentage of those are five-year permits?
	AGO
	12/08/03

	21
	474
	Wong
	Have there been any further trips subsequent to the trips in relation to which you provided answers to questions on notice on the last occasion?
	AGO
	11/08/03

	22
	474
	Wong
	United States (April-May) – Could we have the names and positions of the people who went on this trip and the costs associated with that please.
	AGO
	11/08/03

	23
	477
	Wong
	Is it the case that non-government organizations have advised the minister that they will not be participating in the government’s climate change forward strategy due to the government’s lack of commitment in reducing greenhouse emissions?  Could you provide a copy of their letter?
	AGO
	20/08/03 & 1 attach’t

	24
	On Notice
	Wong
	Generator Efficiency Standards Programme 

· Could you please give an update on the progress with the standards?

· What is the current timeframe for Governments Generator Efficiency Standards Programme?  

· The Government claims to achieve over 85% coverage of the total market capacity in the “near future”.  What date would this be?
	AGO
	11/08/03

	25
	On Notice
	Wong
	AGO - Measures for a Better Environment

"The timing of some funding for the Greenhouse Gas Abatement Program, Renewable Remote Power Generation Program, Alternative Fuels Conversion Program and the Renewable Energy Commercialisation Program has been extended over several years to better align with industry take up capacity."
· How many solar photovoltaic rebate applicants were left without a subsidy due to the government’s “realignment of the timing of some funding”? 
· Will those applicants who didn’t receive a subsidy now receive one, given that the program has now been renewed?

· Has any analysis been done of the industry’s request for a five-year commitment to the program to allow long term planning by the industry?
	AGO
	11/08/03

	26
	488
	Crossin
	Uluru Park fee review – Tourism Consultative Committee – Who is on that consultative committee?
	PA
	07/08/03

	27
	489
	Crossin
	Proposed or possible fee increases at Kakadu – There is a tourism consultative committee in Kakadu and a tourism rep on the board of Kakadu. … Would you be able to provide me with a list of those people.
	PA
	07/08/03

	28
	489
	Crossin
	Was the proposed fee increase put to and endorsed by the Uluru board of management.  Do they necessarily endorse it or recommend an increase to the minister?
	PA
	07/08/03

	29
	489
	Crossin
	Could you take the columns of figures that were provided in your answer to qon no 60 from last year’s budget estimates and update them. Particularly part 5 … that is broken down into about eight sub areas. I would like to see this year’s column figures for those areas. Part 6 of that qon needs updating as well.
	PA
	07/08/03

	30
	On Notice
	Wong
	Australian Biological Resources Study

· Is it not the case that the ‘Australian Biological Resources Study’ is an existing program that the government had failed to provide funding for?

· Isn’t it fair to say that this was simply the continuation of existing activity and that this does not represent a new program at all?

· The budget paper makes it clear that there is no new funding for this program (budget paper 2). Where will the $12.4m over 4 years come from?

· Isn’t it true that the funding provided has come form cuts to other existing programs?

· Isn’t it therefore fair enough to say that this is not a new initiative at all? But rather a cut to one program and an extension of another?

· Is it not also the case that there was a cut of $8m over 4 years to biodiversity policy?

· Where will these cuts occur?

· How was it estimated?

· Is this the funding which has gone to the Australian Biological Resources Study?
	PA
	07/08/03

	31
	490
	Wong
	Which of the programs, as you understand it, have got a lapsing program that has been funded for a fixed number of years and will require a new policy proposal at a certain point.
	PCEPD

(PCD)
	14/07/03

	32
	492
	Bartlett
	I have had indications that some EA officials have been informing farmers in that region that they do not have to make referrals under part 7 of the act in relation to actions that could affect the endangered red-tailed black cockatoo unless certain criteria are met, such as when the activities will affect dead trees with large hollows – trees which are actively used for nesting – etcetera.  Is that correct?

[Responded to in subsequent discussion at ECITA p482]
	AWD
	See Proof Hansard p482

	33
	493
	Bartlett
	Are you able to tell us how many assessments for species and communities have been completed.  I am partly wanting to get an idea of how many are in the pipeline, or sitting in the pile or whatever jargon you want to use.
	AWD
	07/08/03

	34
	494
	Bartlett
	But your own recovery plan identifies Swan Island, not as the only but as critical habitat.  Why don’t you just put that on the register?
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	11/08/03

	35
	494
	Bartlett
	If you identified a habitat in the plan, what is the hold-up if you only have three on the register.
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	11/08/03

	36
	494
	Bartlett
	Is the grey nurse shark discussion paper that was published by Environment Australia, which makes mention of 10 sites that have been declared as critical habitat for the species under New South Wales legislation.  The paper dismisses the option of including the cod grounds on the register on the basis that the protection afforded under the act is inadequate.  Could you outline why that option was dismissed on that basis?  Are you actually saying that the protection afforded under the federal act is inappropriate, given that the cod grounds are in Commonwealth waters?
	LWCD

(MWD)
	07/08/03

	37
	495
	Bartlett
	I recently saw a report in my hometown paper about two angle-stemmed myrtles that had been destroyed by contractors working for the Brisbane City Council.  They are a very rare and endangered species.  Are you going to investigate that incident and are there any enforcement or compliance actions that you are likely to take as a consequence?
	AWD
	11/08/03

	38
	496
	Bartlett
	The question concerned whether the minister had declared that the operation of the members of the ADF in the Iraq region were exempt from section 28 of the act, and the minister confirmed that had been done.  You did not actually provide an answer as to the date on which the declaration had been made.  Are we able to get a copy of that declaration?
	AWD
	29/07/03 & 1 pdf attach’t

	39
	On Notice
	Wong
	Recovery Plans

· Which listed species under the EPBC Act are required to have a Recovery Plan in place? Please list them.

· As per the requirements of the Act, when does each Recovery Plan have to be in place for each of those species?

· Which of these species currently have RPs finalised? 

· Which species have RPs in the process of development, and when will they be finalised? 

· What was spent on this activity last year, and what has been allocated this year?
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	11/08/03

	40
	On Notice
	Wong
	Australia’s cetacean survey

Section 173 of the EPBC Act requires the Commonwealth to undertake a Cetacean Survey of Australia’s territorial waters within 10 years of the Act’s operations. 

· What progress has been made to date in that respect? Give details.

· What has been spent to date to this end? 

· What areas remain to be surveyed?

· When does EA expect for the survey to be completed? What funding will be required for it to be completed?

· In the absence of this information (about cetacean distribution, abundance and conservation status in Australian waters) to what degree is EA taking the legislatively required precautionary approach when dealing with referrals that may have a significant impact on cetaceans? Give details.
	LWCD

(MWD)
	11/08/03

	41
	On Notice
	Wong
	Seismic activities and the EPBC Act

· Since inception of the EPBC Act, how many seismic referrals have had conditions placed on approvals to report back to EA (eg: on the conduct of and effectiveness of) the seismic guidelines and any additional conditions?

· List them.

· How many such reports have been received. List them.

· Give reasons for any that are outstanding. 

· How many of these reports have been made publicly available? If some have not, why not?

· Has EA done an analysis of the reports from the petroleum companies, and what are the results? Has that analysis been made public? If not why not? 

· Have the reports been audited for compliance?

·  How many?  What were the results

· If no auditing has been done, why?

· How can you be sure there is compliance?
	AWD
	11/08/03

	42
	501
	McLucas
	WTMA – Can you tell me – what the separation of those portions of funds was: what was administrative assistance, what was money out of NHT1.
	HD
	07/08/03

	43
	502
	McLucas
	Provide a table that identifies, prior to NHT1, the source of funding and the quantum, tracking that annually to the current year and for this current budget.
	HD
	07/08/03

	44
	On Notice
	Wong
	Distinctively Australian

The government has claimed spending of $52.6m over 4 years for a new heritage initiative – ‘Distinctively Australian’.

· Is it not the case that the vast majority of this is merely the continuation of existing heritage funding?

· Will existing activity continue under the new program? 

· What will the $13.3m new funding over 4 years be used for?

· Will it not simply cover the expenses for the administration of the proposed heritage regime?

· What annual budget will be required to establish the proposed lists?

· How many places can be feasibly assessed and listed in a year?

· At what cost?

· What was the Prime Minister’s involvement in the development of the program?
	HD
	29/07/03

	45
	On Notice
	Wong
	Indigenous affairs 

· What component of the ‘Cultural Heritage Projects’ funding relates to the Indigenous Affairs portfolio?
· How much of this funding was promised in the 2002-03 budget ? 

· How much was actually spent 

· How much was projected to be spent in 2003-04 in last years budget? 

· How much is projected to be spent in the current budget?
	HD
	11/08/03

	46
	503
	McLucas
	Cape York NHT – Can I get a table of the breakdown of the budgeted items that were identified in this document, the NHT plan, on page 4, and the total expenditure on an annual basis against each of the strategies for the plan from the year of instigation to the current year.

Each strategy – and for strategy 1, I would like the three subelements to that.  Can that table also show what money is unexpended – what is left – out of the original allocation ans whether or not any of that money is currently committed?
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	07/08/03

	47
	504
	McLucas
	Is the fact that we have not signed the bilateral between the Commonwealth and the state affecting the ongoing nature of the land and sea centres and a whole range of programs as well?  Could you investigate that, please.
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	12/08/03

	48
	505
	McLucas
	I understand that the Commonwealth purchased one property in five years. … I understand that the one property purchased cost $125,000 … How much was it and where was the property? 
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	12/08/03

	49
	551
	Wong
	Can you explain why in that financial year the reported estimated actual expenditure was over $100 million above the budget commitment, but, more importantly, over $120 million above the actual expenditure? In other words, it appears that there was a significant overstatement of the likely expenditure.
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	07/08/03

	50
	551
	Wong
	The figures we have looked at through various documents indicate a significant different between reported estimated actual expenditure and the actual expenditure as set out in your annual reports.  In the 1996-97 year the different is: reported estimated actual, 41.9; actual expenditure, 36.3.  In 1997-98: reported estimated actual, 118.3; actual expenditure, 131.4.  In 1998-99: reported estimated actual, 334.3; annual report actual, 232.1.  Then the figures we are talking about for 1999-2000: reported estimated actual, 423.1; annual report actual, 299.4.  I would like those confirmed, and perhaps some indication as to what the significant different results from.
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	11/08/03

	51
	552
	Wong
	We do not have yet the 01-02 annual report – When is that likely to be released?
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	07/08/03

	52
	554
	Wong
	You said you have spent $170 million to date in this financial year.  Are you able to give us a list of those projects, the cost of each of those projects and the date on which the expenditure was made? – current financial year.  In relation to Envirofund, provide that list of projects by federal electorate.
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	11/08/03 & 2 attach’ts

	53
	555
	Wong
	Are you able to perhaps tell me, without identifying the projects, how many projects are subject to this process—that is, are in the pool for the $80 million?
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	11/08/03

	54
	565
	Wong
	Review outcome in terms of restructure – provide copy of review outcome.
	CSD

(SDD)
	12/08/03 & 2 attach’ts

	55
	On Notice
	Carr
	(1) Have any agencies within your portfolio introduced arrangements whereby SES or other staff who are entitled to a motor vehicle as part of their remuneration are able to cash the vehicle out and have the cashed out amoun t count as salary for superannuation purposes?

(2) If so:

(a) When were these arrangements introduced and do they still apply?

(b) In what agencies do they apply?

(c) What was the policy justification for the arrangement in each agency?

(d) Were any actuarial calculations were made of the long term costs of these arrangements? If so, what were the details of these estimates? If no calculations were made, why was this not done?
	CSD

(SDD)
	11/08/03

	56
	On notice
	Carr
	(1) What were the numbers of Senior Executive Service staff at each SES Band level at 30 June 1996 and at 30 June for each subsequent year, including the number and level of SES staff as at 31 March 2003.

(2) What were the minimum and maximum salary levels for each SES Band, whether determined by Australian Workplace Agreements or otherwise, as at 30 June 1996 and at 30 June in each subsequent year, including those at 31 March 2003.

(3) What were the number of staff with salaries overlapping SES salaries as at 30 June 1996 and at 30 June in each subsequent year, including as at 31 March 2003 and what were the minimum and maximum levels of these salaries.

(4) How many people are currently employed other than under the Public Service Act, including under contract arrangements, at salary levels equivalent to the SES and what are the minimum and maximum levels of the salaries paid.
	CSD

(SDD)
	12/08/03

	57
	566
	Wong
	There is not a single individual internal report which comprehensively assesses the impact.  There are attachments to the reports which have been provided to both governments – the Commonwealth and the Queensland governments – about the socioeconomic analysis of the overall package done by ABARE and BRS.  There are attachments to that about the significance of biodiversity in Queensland.  Are all the reports in relation to the package available on the web site, if they are not available, could you provide them?
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	07/08/03

	58
	567
	Wong
	Is it possible for you to provide to us some analysis as to what extent existing permits would enable the clearing of ‘of concern’ vegetation?
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	07/08/03

	59
	569
	Wong
	I would like to add to Mr Beal’s response in relation to the NAP bilateral agreement for Queensland and every other state.  There has been an agreement that they would prohibit land clearing where that would have an adverse impact on land degradation or water quality.  So insofar as there might be prospective clearing in the catchments that feed to the reef which would adversely impact on water quality, there is already an agreement in place that that clearing would not proceed.  

How much of the reef catchment area has already been cleared?
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	07/08/03

	60
	570
	Wong
	Perhaps you can comment, Senator Troeth.  Do you, representing the minister, not think it is appropriate that the land-clearing agreement also go to the issue of protecting reef catchment areas?
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	07/08/03

	61
	572
	Bartlett
	I understand that native grasslands are not part of the agreement at the moment.  Is there any plan to look at better protection from clearing for native grasslands?
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	07/08/03

	62
	On Notice
	Wong
	Envirofund

· Please provide a list of all applications received for Envirofund grants, both successful and unsuccessful, by electorate and amount.

Unanswered questions from February Estimates 
(QoN No. 47 – awaiting clearance from MO)

The following questions were unanswered questions from February Estimates.

· Why were these questions not answered

At the November  round of estimates, Sen Carr asked about National Strategies.  These questions, submitted on notice during February Estimates have not been answered.

Item 8: Barriers to expenditure

· What role will the Commonwealth have in development of investment plans?

· What are the Commonwealth’s priorities for investing in regional plans?

· Is the quality of the investment plan dependent on the quality of the accredited regional plan?

· How will the Commonwealth manage the possibility of Commonwealth priorities for investment being inconsistent with the regional bodies priorities?

· What measures will the Commonwealth take to ensure investments made in salinity and water quality in the NAP regions will be protected into the long term?
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	11/08/03

	63
	On Notice
	Wong
	Natural Resource Management Plans
· What advice is being provided by the Government to regional bodies to assist them to prepare plans consistent with agreed national strategies?

· There are three key national strategies that relate to NAP and NHT agendas, being the National Water Quality Management Strategy, the National Principles for the Provision of Water for Ecosystems and the National Framework for the Management and Monitoring of Australia’s Native Vegetation. 

· What criteria does the Department use to determine that a draft plan meets these strategies?

· Specifically, what are the key elements of these three strategies/frameworks that the Department is applying to satisfy itself these nationally agreed strategies are being implemented in a regional plan? 

· The Government is responsible under CoAG and the EPBC Act for the protection and conservation of certain areas, such as Ramsar Wetlands, World Heritage Areas, migratory bird habitat etc …. 

· How does the Government ensure that these issues are specifically addressed in the regional plans as a sound basis for subsequent investment strategies and Commonwealth investment?

· Has it emphasised these areas of Commonwealth responsibility in development of investment strategies, either by the Commonwealth or the regional body?

· Following accreditation of the Glenelg Hopkins plan, has there been any interest in that plan from other Regional NRM Groups? 

· Do you think other groups will be influenced by the approach to this plan, in particular how it addressed nationally agreed NRM strategies, in the finalization of these plans?
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	11/08/03

	64
	On Notice
	Wong
	Swan Hill Rural Council NHT funding for levee banks

A Kemp media release dated 23/12/02 “The Natural Heritage Trust in Victoria” notes that “Since 1996 Swan Hill Rural Council has received $458,000 to implement a flood mitigation strategy, including the construction of suitable levee banks ….”. A series of questions relating to this point were NOT answered from the last round of estimates. 
· Levee banks are designed to prevent the inundation of riverine flood plains aren’t they?

· Wouldn’t you agree that flooding is a critical element of the natural ecosystems found on flood plains?

· What research was undertaken to assess the impact of the levee banks on the local environment?

· What criteria was used to assess whether construction of levee banks was consistent with funding under the NHT?

· Please justify this expenditure for these works under NHT funding?

· Please provide me a copy of any assessment undertaken relating to the impact of the levee on the local environment.
	NRMPD

(NHD)
	11/08/03

	65
	572
	Greig
	I had representations in my electorate office some months ago from constituents in Western Australia who were very keen about exploring the prospect of planting saltbush as a way of addressing both salinity and carbon sinks.  Is this a policy area that the department does and can look at?  Is it practical?
	AGO
	07/08/03

	66
	573
	Wong
	We have a process at the Commonwealth level, but it is mainly to call for applications for exemption and to put them forward to an international technical committee under the Montreal protocol.  Is there a formal committee process as between EA and AFFA for the purpose of identifying these applications
	PCEPD

(SIAD)
	29/07/03

	67
	574
	Wong
	I am interested in not only who is on the committee but also the process for determining which exemptions go.  Is that communicated by the environment minister or by AFFA?  Could you also clarify what principles apply.  Does EA do an assessment of each application to determine whether it comes within the critical use exemption?
	PCEPD

(SIAD)
	29/07/03

	68
	574
	Wong
	Does EA assess the applications for the purposes of determining whether EA is of the view it fits within the criteria of the critical use exemption as set out in the protocol?
	PCEPD

(SIAD)
	29/07/03

	69
	575
	Wong
	Does the ongoing funding for the ozone function currently involve any research into MB alternatives?
	PCEPD

(SIAD)
	29/07/03

	70
	575
	Wong
	Is there current funding in the environment portfolio for methylbromide alternative research?
	PCEPD

(SIAD)
	29/07/03

	71
	577
	Wong
	Could you advise as to the revenue source from halon sales for the past four financial years and give a reference to where that is identified in the budget papers for each of those years.
	PCEPD

(SIAD)
	29/07/03

	72
	577
	Wong
	For what period of time was halon collected, what was the total amount of halon collected, how much of the stock has been destroyed and how much has been sold?
	PCEPD

(SIAD)
	29/07/03

	73
	578
	Wong
	Halon 1310 is the one I am interested in. 1310 is the one we sold to the US. There is 1211; there is a whole bunch of different types of halon. They have different destruction rates and different periods of collection, so I will have to take that on notice 
	PCEPD

(SIAD)
	29/07/03

	74
	578
	Wong
	Are you also able to tell me the total value of Australia’s halon stocks on the world market at current rates?
	PCEPD

(SIAD)
	29/07/03

	75
	578
	Wong
	Could you identify in relation to the different forms of halon which you say there was an indication that the stock would be destroyed and which you say was subject to the proviso that you have outlined?  I am interested not just in what a lawyer might consider to be legal undertakings but what was actually communicated to industry as the basis of the surrender of the gas.
	PCEPD

(SIAD)
	29/07/03

	76
	580
	Wong
	Was there any claim for compensation from any industry that had surrendered any halon stock which was then subject to on selling?
	PCEPD

(SIAD)
	29/07/03

	77
	On Notice
	Wong
	Oil Recycling Infrastructure 
Last years budget (CEE 2002-2003) made the following commitment “A $60m transitional assistance programme to promote the development of oil collection infrastructure and recycling technology under the Product Stewardship (Oil) Act 2000.

However the Environmental Manger Journal reported on that:

A “reprioritisation” will see some funds originally intended for the $60m transitional assistance component of the Fed Govt’s used oil recycling scheme now go to other environment protection initiatives, the Budget papers show. An EM source said the oil stewardship advisory council had been assured funds would not be redirected.

However, the minister’s office said no such undertaking was given and the council has been informed the scheme may be amended. (May 20 2003)

· Was the oil stewardship advisory council assured, by either the Department, its officers , or the Minister’s Office, that  funds would not be redirected?

· Why was the money redirected? 

· What aspects of the ‘used oil recycling scheme’ will be effected by the cut?

· How does Australia’s waste oil recycling rate compare to the rest of the world?

· The Minister’s press release of 18 December 2001 suggests 100 million litres of waste oil goes missing each year. How much oil was recycled under the program that would otherwise have gone missing?

· How is this cut anticipated to effect the recycling rate?

· To which programs has the funding been redirected?
	PCEPD

(SIAD)
	07/08/03

	78
	On Notice
	Wong
	Sustainable cities 

· Does the ‘sustainable cities’ program replace the existing programs of ‘Air pollution in major cities’, ‘Air quality management’, ‘Air toxics’, ‘Fuel quality legislation administration’, the ‘Ozone protection program’ and ‘ozone reserve’?

· Is it not the case that the government had failed to provide funding for these programs and that this does not represent a new program at all?

· Isn’t it fair to say that this was simply the continuation of existing activity?

· Isn’t it true that the funding provided has come form other programs? 

· Were the democrats told that the funding would come from existing programs?

On 14th May 2003, the Democrats released a press release regarding a $40 million package negotiated with the government for sustainable cities and photovoltaic rebate. As part of that package, a number of programs were announced, although funding figures were provided only for the PV Rebate Scheme.

· Can you provide funding amounts for each of the other items identified in this press release.
· Funding for secure bike lockers at railway stations 

· Mandated standards for water efficiency of household appliances to reduce water consumption.
· Best practice guidelines for minimising impervious areas, grey water reuse and on-site rainwater collection in urban areas.

· More funds to promote water quality in local government 

· A program on the development of energy, waste, water and biodiversity management systems in schools including demonstration projects 

· A comparative study of building standards and codes, best practice material and guidelines for sustainable buildings 

· Extension of the National Pollutant Inventory. 

· A national program to address persistent chemicals in the environment including endocrine disrupters, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons and brominated flame retardants 

· A national standard for the use of industrial residues 

· A whole of lifecycle, national approach to chemicals management, a national environmental risk management framework and national action plans on emissions and classification and labelling of chemicals by 2006 

· A chemicals monitoring database for reporting and monitoring industrial and household chemical use, disposal and environmental fate 

· A whole of life cycle rating system for cars 

· Research into indoor air quality and national standards for products that cause air pollution. 

· Are the above programs funding from existing resources or is this additional funding?

· If they are funded from existing resources, which programs have been cut to deliver this package?
	PCEPD

(SIAD)
	12/08/03

	79
	On Notice
	Wong
	National Pollutant Inventory
In a press release issued by Democrats on May 14th 2003, an “extension of the National Pollutant Inventory” was announced.

· How much money has been allocated to this “extension” of the NPI?

· How many years does this funding continue for?

· Does an “extension” mean that the program will be expanded to include more chemicals?

· If so, how will the program be extended? Which pollutants will be added?
	PCEPD

(SIAD)
	07/08/03

	80
	On Notice
	Wong
	National Dioxins Program

· Where is the funding for the National Dioxins Program located in the budget?

· When does the funding for the National Dioxin Program cease?

· What steps is the government taking towards supporting implementation of the Stockholm Convention measures beyond the end of the National Dioxin Program?
	PCEPD

(SIAD)
	07/08/03

	81
	On Notice
	Wong
	Management of Chemicals

· Which programs from the CEE 2002-2003 are included in the budget item “Chemicals Management”, described in the 2003-2004 CEE?

· What is the breakdown of actual expenditure in 2002-2003 for the Programs itemised in the 2002-2003 budget papers, (ie: International Chemical Management, Chemicals Assessment and Research, Dioxin Management)

· What is the total amount spent on these 3 programs in 2002-2003?

· What are the projections for these itemised programs through to 2005-2006?

· Which programs to do with chemical management in 2002-2003 are specifically not included into the budget line “Chemicals Management”?

· In the CEE 2002-2003, $1.1 million was identified for management of Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals by AFFA. Was this money spent? What are the projections for this program in 2003-2004?
	PCEPD

(SIAD)
	12/08/03

	82
	On Notice
	Wong
	Marine Research

The following questions remain outstanding from February Estimates.

· Can you  provide an explanation for the delay in responding to them?

Questions (QoN 34 – waiting clearance at MO)

· How much funding has been put into marine research over the past three years?

· What is the profile of that funding deployment (ie – to which sectors – fisheries, aquaculture, petroleum, tourism, conservation etc)? 

· Of the programs funded in the last three years, how many of them have had their results made available to the public?

· How much of the Commonwealth’s marine research funding has had a direct marine biodiversity conservation purpose in the last year?

· What percentage of marine research has been deployed in tropical areas, and what percentage in temperate areas over the last year?

· What percentage of marine research funding has gone to CSIRO? 

· How much funding was dedicated by Environment Australia to cetacean research this financial year? 

· How does that compare to the previous two years?

· On notice, can you please provide a table of all cetacean research program funding including who made the submissions, what the research program was, and when it was finally approved by EA, and when funds were dispersed?

· Have any Environment Australia cetacean research programs ceased funding this year?

· What progress has Environment Australia made against the Research recommendations in ‘The Action Plan for Australian Cetaceans’? On notice, please provide a table outlining the recommendation and progress made towards its implementation.
	LWCD

(MWD)
	12/08/03

	83
	On Notice
	Wong
	Longline Fishing Threat Abatement Plan for Albatross (QoN 34 – waiting clearance at MO)

Several questions remain outstanding from February Estimates – an explanation should be sought for this and the questions put again.
Questions

· Tuna longline fisheries 

· Are bi-catch observer programs in place for the tuna fisheries?

· How long have they been in place?

· How is bi-catch presently monitored and controlled?

· Please detail the nature of observer data available for fisheries management purposes?

· What is the industry position in relation to the observer programs?

· What responsibilities do the longline sector have to ensure their fishery is ecologically sustainable?

· Is there evidence that bi-catch in this fishery is being reduced or indeed increasing?
	LWCD

(MWD)
	12/08/03

	84
	On Notice
	Wong
	Marine and Coastal Community Network

· Did the 2003/04 Budget include provision for funding of the Marine and Coastal Community Network? If not,  why not?

· If not, how does the Commonwealth propose to ensure that the broad range of issues that the Network has covered, and in particular, the community outreach on marine and coastal issues, will be undertaken in the absence of the MCCN?

· If the MCCN is to be retained by the Commonwealth, will it have its funding restored to levels which allow each state to host a full time Networker? If not, why not?

· Will the Network be given the 3 year ‘triennial’ funding that it needs in order to be most effective in medium term planning and project delivery? If not, why not?

· Which section of EA will administer the Network?

· Further, will the network’s broad role in activating community and industry awareness and action on marine as well as coastal issues, be retained, or will the Network’s role be narrowly defined to that of coastal NRM issues.

· Has funding for the MCCN been provided beyond June 30?  Please detail expenditure in the outyears?

· What is your process for determining funding beyond June 30th ?

· When will you make a decision on funding?

· If funding is discontinued, what will happen to the network?  What will happen to the individuals employed presently?

· Would you agree the MCCN provides a valuable service to the Community and environment? In the contect od massive underspending, it is ridiculous to cut a program with proven outcomes?
	LWCD

(MWD)
	07/08/03

	85
	On Notice
	Wong
	National Coastal Policy

· What additional funding will be allocated in 2003-04 for development of the national approach (noting that the language has changed from Policy)? 

· Will it be finalised in 2003-04? 

· Will there be specific and new funding allocations in NHT outyears for its implementation? 

· Will this “approach” lead to greater funding for coastal Ramsar wetland management, for example? 

· What other aspects of environmental management is it likely to lead to additional funding?

· If there is no new money to implement this “approach”, and by 2004-05 the sub-standard coastal NHT regional plans are accredited and being implemented, what is the motivation for coastal jurisdictions to be engaged?
	LWCD

(MWD)
	07/08/03

	86
	On Notice
	Wong
	Coastal Catchments Initiative
In a media release dated 5 Nov 2002, Kemp announced $1.8M to protect coastal water quality hotspots.

· How much has been spent or committed under this Initiative in 2002-03? Which hotspots received this money?

· The 5 November media release says In southern Queensland projects for the Brisbane River/Moreton Bay, and for the Mary River/Hervey Bay estuarine environments were underway with the Queensland Government.

· At what stage are these projects, how much has been spent in these areas and how much will be spent in 2003-04?”

· What progress is being made with Port Phillip Bay and the Derwent Estuary? 

· How much will be spent under the Coastal Catchments Initiative for these hotspots in 2003-04?

· Will there be a hotspot for New South Wales? If so what will it be?

· The Department’s website indicates the Coastal Catchments Initiative is about developing and implementing Water Quality Improvement Plans. 

· If those plans are yet to be developed, then how much are you paying for these plans? 

· What is the money being spent on? 

· In a media release dated 30 January 2003 the Government encouraged catchment groups adjacent to the Great Barrier Reef to consider preparing water quality improvement plans with assistance available under the Coastal Catchments Initiative. 

· Does the Government have any priorities for development of further plans in the Great Barrier Reef? 

· How much is allocated under this Initiative in 2003-04 for these Great Barrier Reef water quality plans?

· What is the relationship between these water quality plans and the regional NRM plans?

· What is the relationship between the $24.2 million Sustainable Cities program and the urban hotspot funding? 

· Is the hotspot funding being double counted in the Sustainable Cities program?”
	LWCD

(MWD)
	07/08/03

	87
	On Notice 
	Wong
	Coastcare

· Can you confirm that Coastcare funding was cut in the 02/03 Budget from $38 in the 02/0-3 year to $32.2m in the 03/04 year.

· Can you identify where these cuts have occurred?

· How many Coastcare facilitators and co-ordinators were employed as of May 28 2003?

· Will these positions be retained beyond this date?

· If not, how many positions will be lost? When will these positions cease?

· As of 30 May 2003 , please provide a list of all existing Coastcare facilitator and co-ordinator positions, indicating the area they serve, the number of projects they administer, the number of groups they administer, the electorate in which they are based?  For each position, indicate whether it is ongoing.

· Without these positions, how will the Coastcare program be administered?

· How much money was spent specifically on Coastcare projects this financial year?

· How much money has been allocated specifically for Coastcare projects next year?

· How many individual volunteers were involved in Coastcare this year?  

· How many community groups were involved in Coastcare this year?

· Will these all groups that received funding this year receive funding next year?
	LWCD

(MWD)
	12/08/03

	88
	On Notice
	Wong
	Marine Protected Areas

What is budgeted in the 03/04 year for the declaration of new MPAs,  and the management and enforcement of existing MPAs?
	LWCD

(MWD)
	07/08/03

	89
	On Notice
	Wong
	Water Quality

In November 2002 Senator Carr asked (Q55) “How will the Government account for the $350m expenditure directly on measures to improve water quality?” and the response was “that progress towards meeting the $350 million commitment to water quality be reviewed annually”.

Follow up questions

· What criteria is being applied to test (a) what projects and (b) what proportion of each project expenditure will be accounted for against the $350million. 

· Is the $350million is from the national component, regional delivery and/or environfund programs. 

· How any accounting criteria address each level of NHT investment. 

· How much does the Government plan to spend directly on water quality improvements during 2003-04?? 

· How does the Department define “directly” for the purpose of this commitment. 

· Does this include water quality planning, management actions, monitoring, reporting.
	LWCD

(MWD)
	07/08/03

	90
	On Notice
	Wong
	Whale Recovery Team and cetacean research

· What was spent on the WRT in the 02/03 year?

· What funding has been allocated for the 03/04 year?

· Is funding provided to ensure the costs of scientists external to EA in this process, are covered? If so, how much. If not, why not?

· What funding did EA put into cetacean research in the 02/03 year? List the projects and amounts.

· What funding is budgeted in this respect for the coming 03/04 year?
	LWCD

(MWD)
	07/08/03
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