Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Environment and Heritage

Additional Estimates 2002-2003, (29 May 2003)


Outcome:

1 Environment



Question No: 8
Sub-outcome:
Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the Great Barrier Reef

Output:  
1.1 Conservation, Biodiversity and World Heritage


1.2 Water Quality and Coastal Development 


1.5 Park Management 

Agency:

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 

Topic: 
Movement of funding into output groups 1.1 and 1.2 – Representative Areas Programme and Aquaculture

Hansard Page ECITA:
433

Senator McLucas asked:

‘Page 307 of the PBS - What moneys were moved into program 1.1 as a result of those changes’.

Answer/s:

In 2002-03, $711,705 was moved from Output Group 1.5 (Park Management) to Output 1.1 (Conservation, Biodiversity and World Heritage). This relates to 5 planning staff (including corporate overheads) involved with the Representative Areas Programme Taskforce from October 2002.

In 2002-03, $490,765 was moved from Output Group 1.5 (Park Management) to Output 1.2 (Water Quality and Coastal Development). This relates to 3 staff and aquaculture operations (including corporate overheads).

Outcome:

1 Environment



Question No: 9
Sub-outcome:
Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the Great Barrier Reef

Output:  
All

Agency:

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 

Topic: 

Funding reduction of projects ie EMC, Aquaculture etc.

Hansard Page ECITA:
434

Senator McLucas asked:

‘Could I have the actual figure of reduction for those two projects – the concession payments and the aquaculture allocation’.

Answer/s:

The reduction in appropriation provided to offset the impact of EMC concessions is $299,000 (all Outputs). 
The reduction in appropriation provided for the management of aquaculture impacts is $96,000 (Output 1.2.1)

Outcome:

1 Environment



Question No: 10
Sub-outcome:
Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the Great Barrier Reef

Output:  
All 

Agency:

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 

Topic: 

Funding reduction of projects ie EMC, Aquaculture etc.

Hansard Page ECITA:
434

Senator McLucas asked:

‘If there are other projects that have completed their life, I would like to know what they were so that I can work out where that reduction actually can be attributed’.

Answer/s:

No projects funded from the 2001-02 Budget measures have completed their life. Other variations in appropriation of $340,000 relate to application of the efficiency dividend, indexation and supplementation for an increase in employer contribution to superannuation. This effects all outputs.

Outcome:

1 Environment



Question No: 11
Sub-outcome:
Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the Great Barrier Reef

Output:  
1.4 Tourism and Recreation 

Agency:

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 

Topic: 

National Moorings Program for moorings in the GBR

Hansard Page ECITA:
435

Senator McLucas asked:

‘A second matter is that there was funding made available under the National Moorings Program for moorings in the GBR. That funding was received and has been expended, so that is the end of that program. Do you have that figure with you?’

Answer/s:


$399,400.

Outcome:

1 Environment



Question No: 12
Sub-outcome:
Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the Great Barrier Reef

Output:  
1.7 – Reef Education and Communication (includes Reef HQ)

Agency:

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 

Topic: 

Reef HQ Income and visitation levels

Hansard Page ECITA:
435

Senator McLucas asked:

‘Reef HQ Income - What I am looking for is tracking monthly visitation levels and income. I am also interested in knowing how that refers back to the business plan’. 

Answer/s:

Total Revenue and Total Visitor numbers since January 2001 are summarised in the following table.

Reef HQ Visitor Numbers and Income

	Calendar Year
	Month
	Total Visitors
	Total Revenue $
	 
	Comments

	2001
	Jan
	7,523
	132,021
	
	

	
	Feb
	4,723
	86,345
	
	

	
	Mar
	5,643
	129,911
	
	

	
	Apr
	7,661
	89,910
	
	

	
	May
	6,684
	130,764
	
	

	
	Jun
	9,383
	159,256
	
	

	
	Jul
	11,970
	249,163
	
	

	
	Aug
	10,670
	198,550
	
	

	
	Sep
	9,303
	172,802
	
	

	
	Oct
	9,741
	175,355
	
	

	
	Nov
	7,599
	131,750
	
	

	
	Dec
	6,916
	116,084
	
	

	2002
	Jan
	9,428
	121,212
	
	

	
	Feb
	2,107
	43,096
	
	closed from 15/02/02

	
	Mar
	0
	2,170
	
	closed

	
	Apr
	0
	5,650
	
	closed

	
	May
	0
	3,104
	
	closed

	
	Jun
	0
	2,089
	
	closed

	
	Jul
	384
	9,813
	
	closed, reopened 31/07/02

	
	Aug
	15,745
	290,094
	
	

	
	Sep
	11,920
	210,998
	
	

	
	Oct
	10,007
	194,602
	
	

	
	Nov
	8,235
	148,100
	
	

	
	Dec
	7,111
	144,462
	
	

	2003
	Jan
	9,158
	161,780
	
	

	
	Feb
	4,233
	92,655
	
	

	
	Mar
	5,853
	115,962
	
	

	
	Apr
	8,466
	155,020
	
	

	
	May
	4,930
	123,324
	
	

	
	Jun
	6,935
	180,160
	
	


‘Total Visitors’ includes general admissions, education admissions, member visits, special events and FOC.

‘Total Revenue’ includes revenue from all programs

In terms of how that refers back to the business plan, the Portfolio Budget Statement figures for Reef HQ were based on the business case developed some 18 months earlier. However since then, visitor numbers and revenue and expenditure estimates have been significantly revised to more accurately reflect changing circumstances. Actual visitor numbers were down due to a number of influences including impacts on tourism from issues such as SARS & the conflict in the global security concerns. Visitor numbers in May/June were down approximately 25% on average for the period and more than 30% down on that projected some 18 months before. The preliminary net outcome for the financial year just closed suggests that we will be some $80 – 100,000 behind the previously budgeted position.

Outcome:

1 Environment



Question No: 13
Sub-outcome:
Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the Great Barrier Reef

Output:  
All 

Agency:

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 

Topic: 
Environmental Management Charge/ Goods and Services Tax.

Hansard Page ECITA:
437

Senator McLucas asked:

‘Please provide me with the total amount of GST that has been paid by GBRMPA since the introduction of GST’.

Answer/s:

The GBRMPA is in a net refund position in relation to the GST. GST input tax credits in relation to payments to suppliers exceed the GST collected in revenue received from independent sources.

	
	2000-01
	2001-02
	2002-03 (to April)

	Input Tax credits
	$1,024,428
	$1,233,252
	$1,074,143

	GST Payable
	$311,205
	$409,529
	$307,597

	Net Refund
	$713,223
	$823,723
	$766,546


Outcome:

1 Environment



Question No: 14
Sub-outcome:
Protection, wise use, understanding and enjoyment of the Great Barrier Reef

Output:  
All 

Agency:

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority 

Topic: 

Staffing at the GBRMPA

Hansard Page ECITA:
437

Senator McLucas asked:

‘How many staff do we have currently employed by the authority?  Perhaps you could just provide me, from 1 January 2003, with the actual EFT staffing numbers at the end of each month’?

Answer/s:

Staff numbers as at:

31 January 2003
160.45

30 April 2003

166.26

31 May 2003

170.29

Staff reports were produced quarterly for the end of January and April. Figures for 31 May have been calculated on the basis of known staffing actions.

