Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Environment and Heritage

Budget Estimates 2003-2004, (29-30 May 2003)


Outcome:

1 - Environment



Question No: 
33
Output:  

1.2 Biodiversity 

Division:

Approvals and Wildlife
Topic: 

Conservation Status Assessments

Hansard Page ECITA: 
493

Senator Bartlett asked:

Are you able to tell us how many assessments for species and communities have been completed. I am partly wanting to get an idea of how many are in the pipeline, or sitting in the pile or whatever jargon you want to use.

Answer/s:

From commencement of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 on 16 July 2000 to 30 June 2003, a total of 188 public nominations to amend the lists of threatened species and threatened ecological communities have been received. Of these, 120 have been assessed by the Threatened Species Scientific Committee and forwarded to the Minister. The Minister has made decisions on 113 items. 

Outcome:

1 - Environment



Question No: 
37
Output:  

1.4 Assessment and Approvals

Division:

Approvals and Wildlife
Topic: 

Destruction of two angle-stemmed myrtles, Brisbane, Qld

Hansard Page ECITA:
 495

Senator Bartlett asked: 

I recently saw a report in my hometown paper about two angle-stemmed myrtles that had been destroyed by contractors working for the Brisbane City Council. They are a very rare and endangered species. Are you going to investigate that incident and are there any enforcement or compliance actions that you are likely to take as a consequence?
Answer/s: 

· The angle-stemmed myrtle (Austromyrtus gonoclada) is listed as endangered under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). Any person who takes an action that has, or is likely to have a significant impact on an endangered species must seek the approval of the Commonwealth Environment Minister. 
· The recovery plan for this species indicates that only 285 individuals remain in their natural range along the Logan and Brisbane rivers. Since 2001, the recovery of this species has been dependent on increasing the number of individuals through controlled cultivation and propagation in areas such as Sherwood Arboretum in Brisbane. 

· The Department of the Environment and Heritage has investigated the incident and established that two immature angle-stemmed myrtle plants, planted 18 months ago in the Sherwood Arboretum, were accidentally damaged and subsequently killed by contractors working for the Brisbane City Council. The plants were two of several hundred propagated specimens planted within the Arboretum.

· The Department of the Environment and Heritage understands that Brisbane City Council will be rehabilitating the site, which includes replacing the two damaged plants with a further two angle-stemmed myrtles of similar age. 

· In the circumstances, it is unlikely that the action has had a significant impact on the species and The Department of the Environment and Heritage does not therefore intend to undertake any further action at this stage.  

Outcome:

1 Environment



Question No: 
38
Output:  

1.4  Environmental Assessment and Approvals

Division:

Approvals and Wildlife
Topic: 

Australian military action in the Iraq region – EPBC Act
Hansard Page ECITA:
496

Senator Bartlett asked:  

The question concerned whether the minister had declared that the operation of the members of the ADF in the Iraq region were exempt from section 28 of the act, and the minister confirmed that had been done. You did not actually provide an answer as to the date on which the declaration had been made. Are we able to get a copy of that declaration?
Answer/s:

The declaration was made on 25 February 2003. A copy of the declaration is attached.

Outcome:

1 -  Environment



Question No: 
41
Output:  

1.4 Assessment and Approvals

Division:

Approvals and Wildlife
Topic: 

Seismic activities and the EPBC Act
Hansard Page ECITA:
Written question on notice

Senator Wong asked:

· Since inception of the EPBC Act, how many seismic referrals have had conditions placed on approvals to report back to EA (eg: on the conduct of and effectiveness of) the seismic guidelines and any additional conditions?

· List them.

· How many such reports have been received. List them.

· Give reasons for any that are outstanding. 

· How many of these reports have been made publicly available? If some have not, why not?

· Has EA done an analysis of the reports from the petroleum companies, and what are the results? Has that analysis been made public? If not why not? 

· Have the reports been audited for compliance?

· How many?  What were the results

· If no auditing has been done, why?

· How can you be sure there is compliance?
Answer/s:

There have been three seismic surveys determined controlled actions from the inception of the EPBC Act to 30 June 2003; two are still being assessed. 
Only one has been approved, with conditions. This approval was granted to BHP Petroleum Limited for a 2D seismic survey in Petroleum Permit Areas WA-33-P held under the Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act 1967 and TP-4 held under the Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act 1982. 
Whale sightings were the only reports required under the conditions of this approval, however, BHP advise that there were no sightings of whales during the survey. 


