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Question: 345

Topic: Australia Council

Hansard Page: ECITA 321
Senator Carr asked:

What exactly are you doing to save $800,000?
Answer: 

The increase in salary costs in 2001-02 was $788,000. This increase was funded through a range of running cost savings measures, reduction of investment in Council strategic initiatives, and indexation:

Running Costs
$240,000

Reductions in running costs in 2001-02 were achieved in the following areas:

Information technology and support costs
$130,000

Electricity and telephone costs
$42,000

Postage and Couriers
$68,000

Council Initiatives
$433,000

In 2001-02, there was a net reduction in Council’s investment in strategic initiatives of $433,000.

Indexation
$115,000

Part of the indexation on Council’s appropriation was used to fund salary expenses in 2001-02.
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Question: 346

Topic: Australia Council
Hansard Page: ECITA 322

Senator Carr asked:

That still leaves us with about half the increased costs – about $400,000. What is that being spent on?
Answer: 

The increase in Council’s salary costs in 2001-02 over 2000-01 was $788,000.

Information provided by Council officers at the Estimates Hearing on 29 May 2003 accounted for approximately half of this increase. The table below provides full details of costs associated with the increase.

	
	$
	$

	Increase Salary costs (Actuals) in 2001-02 over 2000-01 
	
	788,000

	Increases due to:
	
	

	· Cost of Certified Agreement
	
380,000
	

	· Restructure of Major Performing Arts Board and Expenditure


	
304,000
	

	· Increase in cost of superannuation
	
36,000
	

	· Increase in Fringe Benefits Tax (reported under salaries in accordance with accounting standards)
	
15,000
	

	· Increase in Comcare premium
	
8,000
	

	· Increase in leave provisions
	
45,000
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Question: 347

Topic: Australia Council
Hansard Page: ECITA 322

Senator Carr asked: 

When does her [Jennifer Bott] contract expire?

Answer: 

Jennifer Bott’s contract expires on 7 February 2004.
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Question: 348

Topic: Australia Council 
Hansard Page: ECITA 325

Senator Carr asked:

Can we have a copy of that? (referring to the media statement about the editorial in today’s Australian)
Answer: 

The media statement released by the Australia Council was as follows:

Allocation of grant by the Australia Council’s Visual Arts/Craft Board to Caz Guiney in August 2000
28 May 2003 [2003_16]
Statements in the media today that the Australia Council for the Arts has funded a Melbourne artist to make jewellery to hide in rubbish bins are incorrect.
The Council's funding had nothing to do with hiding jewellery in rubbish bins. The exhibition and the artist's promotional activities were not part of Council funding.
The Australia Council contributed $8,750 three years ago towards the artist's development costs - i.e. production costs, living expenses, the services of a photographer and exhibition framing costs. The artist, Caz Guiney, self-funded the remaining costs of the project.
The Council was aware that the exhibition, CityRing Project, would be a display of jewellery as public art, and that the jewellery would be located in and around the Flinders Lane precinct, well known for its strong history of craft activity. Part of the Australia Council's support for this project is in the documentation of the work for permanency.
The Australia Council supports and promotes the practice and enjoyment of the arts. It has a commitment to uphold and promote the rights of persons to freedom in the practice of the arts.
The Visual Arts and Craft Board supported this project because it supports artists to research, develop and create innovative new works of art often in the early stages of their career. Grants are offered to artists and arts organisations whose proposals, in competition with those of other applicants, and within budgetary constraints, demonstrate artistic merit and innovation.
The Council has supported dozens of artists in the early stages of their career who are now nationally or internationally renowned: Olympics Ceremony choreographers Meryl Tankard and Dein Perry. Orchestral composer Peter Sculthorpe, and violinist Richard Tognetti. The great theatre directors, Neil Armfield and John Bell. The contemporary photographer Tracey Moffat and the international designer, Marc Newson-to name just a few.
Caz Guiney has exhibited her work in Australia, the Unites States, Japan and Europe. She has qualifications in jewellery, metalsmithing and interior design.
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Question: 349

Topic: Opera Australia
Hansard Page: ECITA 326
Senator Carr asked:

What is the current legal status of Opera Australia? Is it a company?
Answer: 

Opera Australia has advised that it is a “company limited by guarantee and not having a capital divided into shares” under the Corporations Act 2001. Its members own the company. The company exists solely for charitable purposes and the members have no right to share in surpluses or assets of the company.
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Question: 350

Topic: Opera Australia
Hansard Page: ECITA 326
Senator Carr asked:

How do they [members] get involved in ownership of the company?
Answer: 

Opera Australia has advised that membership of the company is open to any individual who applies to become a Member and who:

· is a subscriber for the current year;

· is a member of a supporting organisation (such as a Patron or a Friend of Opera Australia) and contributes the equivalent to the cost of a current subscription; or

· pays a membership fee equivalent to the cost of a subscription for the current year (for 2003 this was $170).
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Question: 351

Topic: Opera Australia
Hansard Page: ECITA 326
Senator Carr asked:

Who are the directors?
Answer: 

Opera Australia’s current Board of Directors are:

Gordon Fell, Chairman

Philip Bacon AM

Gordon Cairns

Rowena Danziger

Margaret Fisher

Diana J Jones AM

Julia King

David Malouf AO

Harold Mitchell

Robert Morgan

Richard J Owens OAM

Maureen Plavsic

James Strong 
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Question: 352

Topic: Opera Australia
Hansard Page: ECITA 327
Senator Carr asked:

I would like from you a table in the usual format of the remuneration of the senior officers of the company that would not have appeared in the other reports that we have before the parliament.
Answer: 

As Opera Australia is neither a Government agency nor a listed public company, there is no requirement to publish the remuneration of its senior officers.

The company has advised that it regards such information as commercial-in-confidence.
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Question: 353

Topic: Opera Australia
Hansard Page: ECITA 329
Senator Carr asked:

What is the nature of the saving then? (in relation to not having a music director in 2004 would allow a significant saving to be made).
Answer: 

Opera Australia has advised that for each production, Opera Australia is required to engage a conductor. The nature of any saving will depend on:

· the availability of conductors with knowledge of the repertoire; and

· the conductor engaged and the fee negotiated.

The nature of any saving will be subject to international supply and demand for conductors of opera repertoire.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1 





Question: 354

Topic: Opera Australia
Hansard Page: ECITA 332
Senator Carr asked:

Could you perhaps confirm for me that the subscriber base for Opera Australia has fallen from 12,000 prior to the merger to 3,000 now?
Answer: 

Opera Australia has advised that its subscriber base in Melbourne was approximately 7,670 in 1996. In 2003, it sold 6,641 subscription packages in Melbourne. 
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Question: 355

Topic: Opera Australia
Hansard Page: ECITA 332
Senator Carr asked:

Can any officers confirm for me that at the time of the merger there were in fact commitments entered into that the standards and quality of the opera performances in Victoria would not suffer as a result of the merger?
Answer: 

Opera Australia has advised that there were no commitments concerning the standards and quality of the opera performances in Victoria as a result of the merger between Australian Opera and Victorian State Opera.
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Question: 356

Topic: Opera Australia
Hansard Page: ECITA 333
Senator Carr asked:

Perhaps you could provide me with further advice as to why Sydney is entitled to twice the number of performances as Melbourne?
Answer: 

Opera Australia has advised that the number of performances in Sydney and Melbourne is influenced by supply and demand and the seating capacity of the venues in both cities:

· The Opera Theatre at the Sydney Opera House has a significantly smaller capacity than the State Theatre at the Victorian Arts Centre. Therefore, more people can attend one performance in Melbourne than in Sydney.

· The Sydney opera market has a larger tourist component than the Melbourne opera market, which increases the demand for opera in Sydney. 
· In 2002, Sydney’s average occupancy was 21% more than Melbourne.

· In 2002, paid attendances in Sydney were 192,819 and Melbourne 69,840. 
· In addition, in 2002 the average ticket price achieved in Melbourne was 36% lower that in Sydney.
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Question: 357

Topic: Agency Representations on Free Trade Negotiations 

Hansard Page: ECITA 342

Senator Carr asked:

In fact, I will ask a similar question of all the other agencies in the portfolio. I would like to know what representations have been made [to DCITA and DFAT] with regard to the free trade discussions and the nature of those representations.
Answer: 

· Cultural Trade Submission sent to the Hon Mark Vaile, Minister for Trade. The full text is available at: http://www.ozco.gov.au/resources/publications/priorities/trade/index.htm
· Australia Council hosted a roundtable meeting with members of peak organisations in the cultural sector, DFAT and DoCITA.

· Australia Council was represented at a roundtable discussion hosted by DFAT in Canberra.

· Australia Council was represented at a roundtable discussion hosted by DFAT in Sydney.

· The Australia Council hosted a roundtable meeting, organised by the Australian Services Roundtable with members of peak organisations in the cultural industries and DoCITA.
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Question: 358

Topic: Staffing arrangements under the Public Service Act
Written Question on Notice
Senator Carr asked:

For each agency staffed under the Public Service Act within the Minister’s portfolio,

1. What were the numbers of Senior Executive Service staff at each SES Band level at 30 June 1996 and at 30 June for each subsequent year, including the number and level of SES staff as at 31 March 2003; 

2. What were the minimum and maximum salary levels for each SES Band, whether determined by Australian Workplace Agreements or otherwise, as at 30 June 1996 and at 30 June in each subsequent year, including those at 31 March 2003; 

3. What were the number of staff with salaries overlapping SES salaries as at 30 June 1996 and at 30 June in each subsequent year, including as at 31 March 2003 and what were the minimum and maximum levels of these salaries; 

4. How many people are currently employed other than under the Public Service Act, including under contract arrangements, at salary levels equivalent to the SES and what are the minimum and maximum levels of the salaries paid.
Answer: 

The Australia Council does not employ any staff under the Public Service Act. 
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