Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Environment and Heritage

Environment Australia
Budget Estimates 2002-2003, (30 May 2002)


Outcome:  all outcomes





Question: 76

Output:  all outputs

Division: Strategic Development

Topic: Natural Heritage Trust Advertising

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: 430

Senator Carr asked:

For information on notice as to the advertising for the whole department, including the Natural Heritage Trust ? The moneys you have spent across the department for the last three years.

Answer:

A summary of advertising expenditure for Environment Australia, including the Natural Heritage Trust, is as follows:


1999-00
2000-01
2001-02



Campaign advertising


$2,643,598


$3,494,891


$2,649,485

Non-campaign advertising


$1,113,748
$1,020,188
$948,685

Total
$3,757,346


$4,515,079


$3,598,170*

* Estimate - Non-campaign advertising expenditure figures are currently being finalised for inclusion in financial statements 2001-02 and the total may be revised.

Outcome:  all outcomes





Question: 77

Output:  all outputs

Division: Strategic Development

Topic: Natural Heritage Trust Advertising

Hansard Page/Written Question on Notice: 430

Senator Carr asked:

How much did you spend of the Natural Heritage budget on advertising in the run-up to the last federal election? 

Answer:

Details of advertising expenditure for the Natural Heritage Trust, were presented to the Committee at the Senate Estimates Hearing on 30 May 2002, and are recorded on page 442 of the Hansard.

Outcome:  all outcomes





Question: 81

Output:  all outputs

Division: Strategic Development

Topic: Natural Heritage Trust Advertising

Hansard Page: ECITA 441/2

Senator Carr asked:

What I would like from you, though, in terms of your responsibility as a public servant, is what evidence you can show me that the Public Service objectives – the program objectives – are being met? 

Answer:

The extent to which the objectives of the Natural Heritage Trust communication activities are being met is evaluated by the market research conducted in relation to each campaign.  The outcomes of this research are closely monitored by the Department to ensure that the objectives of the campaign are being met and the communication methods being implemented are successful and cost effective.

The results of the market research conducted to evaluate the effectiveness of the Natural Heritage Trust public information campaigns are considered to constitute advice to the Minister to assist in decision-making and part of internal government operations.

Outcome: all outcomes




Question: 111

Output: all outputs

Division: Strategic Development Division

Topic: World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)

Written Question on Notice

Senator Carr asked: 

What assessment has been made of Australia’s progress to meeting the action items from Rio?

Answer:

The Commonwealth Government has prepared a document titled “Australian National Assessment Report,” which outlines the progress made by Australia on priority sustainable development issues since Rio.

Senator Carr asked: 

Who has or will undertake a performance assessment prior to Johannesburg? Will it be an independent process or within the department?

Answer:

The review has been undertaken within the Department.

Senator Carr asked: 

Could I get a copy of any assessment already conducted of Australia’s performance against each item?

Answer:

Yes.  A copy of the report can be found at: http://www.ea.gov.au/cooperation/international/wssd/assessment/index.html
Senator Carr asked: 

How does Australia compare to other countries in terms of implementation of Agenda 21?

Answer:

No meaningful comparison of national performance across the world is feasible as there is no universally accepted set of benchmarks for such an assessment.

Senator Carr asked: 

Whose responsibility is it for the preparations and who is leading the delegation – EA or DFAT?

Answer:

Environment Australia and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade have joint responsibility for Australia’s preparations for the Summit, although Environment Australia has prime carriage in a functional sense.  Leadership of delegations has varied in WSSD meetings but has been by an Environment Australia official or the Minister for Environment and Heritage in each case.  

Senator Carr asked: 

Has any progress been made towards a National Council for Sustainable Development as required under Agenda 21?

Answer:

The possibility of establishing a National Council for Sustainable Development in Australia is kept under review.  Existing coordination and consultation mechanisms have to this point proven adequate and it has not been found necessary to establish a National Council.

Senator Carr asked: 

What has been spent on preparations to date?

Answer:

Departmental accounts are not maintained in a way that allows expenditure relating to WSSD to be separated out from expenditure in other related areas.  

Many different agencies outside the Portfolio and many areas in the Department have contributed to preparations for the WSSD.  Most of these contributions have come from resources applied to international issues and to sustainable development.  It is not possible to separate out these expenditures from those on related mattes.

Senator Carr asked: 

What is the overall budget allocation for Rio +10?

Answer:

There is no separate allocation for the WSSD.  Many areas of the Department, and many other departments and agencies, have contributed to the preparations, mainly from their core allocations to international issues or to sustainable development.  In 2001-2002, the Department allocated $400 000 over and above those core allocations to preparations for the WSSD, and in 2002-2003 an additional $100 000 has been allocated. 

Senator Carr asked: 

Under what output does it come?

Answer:

The preparations for the Summit are cross-cutting in nature, and will involve the entire Department.  As such, the preparations fall under outputs 1.1 through to 1.9 inclusive.

Senator Carr asked: 

Who is on the delegation?

Answer:

The composition of the delegation to the Summit itself has not yet been decided.

Senator Carr asked: 

How many will be on the delegation?

Answer:

The size of the delegation has not yet been decided.

Senator Carr asked: 

Which minister will attend?

Answer:

Ministerial attendance has not yet been decided.

Senator Carr asked: 

Will the Prime Minister attend, given it is a heads of state conference?

Answer:

A decision on attendance by the Prime Minister has not yet been made
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