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Topic: Clarification of evidence provided regarding Cape York Land Acquisitions

Background:

At the estimates hearing of 30 May 2002 (Hansard Page number 94 - responses by Dr Watt) we provided incorrect evidence regarding the expenditure against the voluntary acquisitions strategy under the Cape York Peninsula Natural Heritage Trust Plan.   

Under the Cape York Natural Heritage Trust Plan (the plan through which the Commonwealths up to $40M commitment is delivered) to date only one property, Bridge Creek to the south east of the Peninsula, has been finalised.  The Commonwealth’s 2/3 contribution to the cost has been $143,333.

The Questions, initial response and correct response follow.

Senator McLUCAS—How much is left in program 1 of the Cape York Peninsula NHT, which was the acquisitions program?

Ms Dickson—I do not think anything in the acquisitions program has been spent.

CLARIFICATION
Of the notional Allocation within the Plan of up to $8M for voluntary acquisition only  $143,333 has been spent.  We do not expect any further funds to be expensed this financial year from the Cape York voluntary acquisitions program.  There is a commitment of approximately $400,000 for an additional property but it is unlikely the acquisition will proceed as there are major differences with the vendor in regard to the sale.

Additional questions 

Senator McLUCAS—So are you saying that the problem with progress has been the committee?

Dr Watt—Yes. It has been making decisions about which properties should be prioritised. There have also been a few problems with knowing the properties were coming up for sale. Queensland has been responsible for that part of the program—informing the Commonwealth that properties are coming up for sale.

CLARIFICATION
Queensland, consistent with an agreed set of criteria and priorities forward proposals to the Commonwealth for consideration when properties become available for acquisition on the market.

Additional questions 

Senator McLUCAS—What will happen to the remaining $3.4 million?

Dr Watt—It is still being rolled out as part of the acquisitions program.

CLARIFICATION
With the transition to a regional approach to the delivery of the NHT the remainder of the up to $40M commitment (approximately $18.5M) will be delivered in the regional framework.  Some funds are expected to be allocated toward voluntary acquisitions but the exact amount will be determined through the community based regional planning processes.

