Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO ESTIMATES QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Communications, Information Technology and the Arts

National Gallery of Australia
Estimates Hearings the 27th, 28th and 29th of May 2002


Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3





Question: 208

Topic:  Air Conditioning Maintenance Expenditure

Hansard Page ECITA 278

Senator Schacht asked:

What do you think you would have to put aside each year thereafter in the management budget to maintain the airconditioning system at the level we are now all agreed it has got to be maintained at?

Answer:

The Gallery currently spends approximately $500,000 a year on maintenance of our Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning system. This comprises expenditure on staff and contractors and on materials required for operation and maintenance of the system.

The Gallery proposes to maintain this level of commitment to maintenance of the HVAC system in the future.

In addition capital expenditure will be increased as required on the replacement or upgrade of existing plant and equipment. This capital expenditure will be met from funds appropriated to the Gallery to cover the cost of depreciation of plant and equipment.
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Question: 209

Topic: Events

Hansard Page ECITA 281

Senator Lundy asked: 

Do these events include the opening events of new exhibitions? [referring to earlier question – “page 330 talks about the price per visitor at events at $330. Can you explain what type of events those are?”]
Answer: 

No. The breakdown of estimated attendees at events is shown in the response to Question on Notice No. 211.

The attendance figures for opening events of new exhibitions are included in the  performance measure “1,900,000 people saw works from the National Gallery’s Collection or exhibitions.”  The cost of opening events of new exhibitions is included in the performance measure “$31.26 per visitor ($11.10 excluding Capital Use Charge)”.
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Question: 210

Topic: Budget

Hansard Page: ECITA 281

Senator Lundy asked: 

Can you give me an idea of what the breakdown of that $59 component is? [referring to earlier question:  Can you explain what is meant by $59 excluding CUC?]

Answer:

This cost has been calculated as follows:

Direct supplier costs





2.145m

Direct employee costs





1.984m

Indirect costs (overheads)




1.679m

Depreciation (including work of art depreciation)

0.721m
Total







6.529m

Cost per attendee is 6.529m divided by 110,000 attendees resulting in $59 per attendee

Outcome 1, Output 1.3 






Question: 211

Topic: Events

Hansard Page ECITA 281

Senator Lundy asked: 

Can you provide a full list of the events that would be characterised by that particular item in budget?  Could you include how many of those events are open to the general public and how many of them are by invitation only?

Answer:

This particular item in the budget (110,000 attendees at events) includes:

· Booked Education Groups  (70,000) – open to all schools and other educational bodies

· Other Public Tours (12,000) – open to general public

· Public Programs and Members events (28,000) – the public programs are open to the general public, the members events are by invitation to members only. However all members of the public are eligible to be members on payment of an annual fee.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1, 1.2 and 1.3





Question: 212

Topic:  New Front Entrance

Hansard Page ECITA 281

Senator Schacht asked:

We talked about $42m and the fact that you are not sure yet whether you are able to proceed because of negotiations. If you do have successful negotiations, could you inform the estimates committee at that time of what that amount is?

Secondly, more importantly, if it goes around the other way, can you also take on notice what would happen to whatever else you would spend the money on, if you have an agreement with Finance that they are not going to take it off you?
Answer

The cost of providing a new front entrance to the Gallery will be provided to the Committee when known.

The Portfolio Budget Statements for 2001-02 confirmed that the Gallery would invest a total of $42.9 million on refurbishment and enhancement of the Gallery building.

