Senate Environment, Communications, Information Technology & the Arts Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO ESTIMATES QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts

Estimates Hearings the 27th, 28th and 29th of May 2002


Outcome 1, Output  1.1, 1.2





Question: 145

Topic: Appointments to the ABC Board

Hansard Page 26

Senator Conroy asked:

Has anyone ever been reappointed to the board of the ABC?

Answer:

Since the ABC was incorporated under the Australian Broadcasting Corporation Act 1983, the following board members were reappointed for a second term:





First Appointed
Reappointed

Expiry

Donald McDonald

1996


2001


2006

Janine Walker


1991


1994


1997

Neville Bonner

1983


1986


1991

Wendy McCarthy

1983


1986


1991

Outcome: 2, Output: 2.1





Question: 146

Topic: Olympics radio coverage

Hansard Page: 33

Senator Conroy:

What does the Government think about 2GB not passing on the coverage [of the next Olympics] to the rest of Australia?

Answer:

The Government considers that broadcasts of significant events should be made accessible to the widest possible audience and that broadcasters have a responsibility to ensure widespread coverage of these events.

The Government understands that negotiations between the Australian radio rights holder for the 2004 Summer Olympics and other parties interested in providing radio coverage are ongoing. It is in 2GB’s commercial interests to continue to negotiate with other parties, including the ABC, outside the Sydney radio licence area to recoup its costs.

Outcome: 2, Output: 2.1





Question: 147

Topic: Olympics radio coverage

Hansard Page: 33

Senator Conroy:

Are you not prepared to give a government guarantee that all Australians will be able to get the ABC’s traditionally excellent [radio] coverage of the Olympics?

Answer:

The acquisition of television broadcast rights and the free-to-air television coverage of certain sporting events is regulated under the Broadcasting Services Act 1992 (BSA). These regulations do not apply to radio broadcasters and can not be used to require an independent commercial body to negotiate with other parties. As noted in the answer to question 141, it is in 2GB’s commercial interests to continue to negotiate with other parties, including the ABC, outside the Sydney radio licence area to recoup its costs.

Outcome 2, Output 2.1 





Question: 148

Topic: NetAlert Board

Hansard Page: 110

Senator Harradine asked:

How many ISP representatives or how many ISP members are on the Internet [NetAlert] board?

Answer:

The Government appointed Directors to the NetAlert Board based on their individual backgrounds and skills rather than as representatives of the organisations from which they are drawn. Directors were appointed from industry, community, legal and education backgrounds. 

· One Director is currently employed by a major ISP.

· One Director is currently the Executive Director of the peak Internet industry body.

Outcome 2, Output 2.1 





Question: 149

Topic: Commercial Radio Blackspots Program

Hansard Page: 199

Senator Conroy asked:

Is it possible to get a copy of the 142 [Commercial Radio Blackspots] areas?

Answer:

The Government is finalising arrangements for the delivery of the program and will be making an announcement shortly.

Outcome 2, Output 2.1 





Question: 150

Topic: Digital Television

Hansard Page: 201

Senator Conroy:

Are any commercial television broadcasters presenting close to 20 hours per week of High Definition television?

Answer:  

According to the program schedule published on Digital Broadcasting Australia’s website (the source of information suggested to the Department by broadcasters), the Nine Network is scheduled to broadcast 2 hours, Seven is scheduled to broadcast 3 hours and Ten is scheduled to broadcast 4 ½ hours, of High Definition television per week during July 2002.

There is no requirement to broadcast 20 hours per week of High Definition television until 2003, and the Government has also committed to annualise this quota.

Outcome 2, Output 2.1 





Question: 151

Topic: Music piracy
Written Question on Notice
Senator Kate Lundy asked:

Is the Government aware of a report in the Sydney Morning Herald reporting the Mafia and IRA as significant players in the world’s $7.7 billion trade in pirated music CDs?

Answer:

The Government is aware of the 30 April 2002 Sydney Morning Herald article and of other media articles based on claims by the International Federation of Phonographic Industries (IFPI). IFPI have alleged that in some countries – not in Australia – there are connections between organised crime and music piracy. 

The Government is aware of a 13 June 2002 Sydney Morning Herald article, ‘Music giants offer cheap downloads to beat the web pirates’, in which it is reported that a music industry anti-piracy unit has apparently associated organised crime with piracy in Australia. 

Outcome 2, Output 2.1 





Question: 152

Topic: Music piracy
Written Question on Notice
Senator Kate Lundy asked:

Is this seen to be a problem in Australia?

Answer:

The Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts is not aware of any evidence of an association between organised crime and piracy in Australia. 

Outcome 2, Output 2.1 





Question: 153

Topic: Music piracy
Written Question on Notice
Senator Kate Lundy asked:

Is the Government doing anything to ensure that this situation does not arise in Australia?

Answer:

Australia has one of the lowest rates of piracy in the world due primarily to a strong intellectual property regime backed by an effective court and legal system, and a very strong formal retail sector comprising large retailers, chains and independent outlets.

Nevertheless, the Government takes piracy claims seriously as demonstrated by increased protection and enforcement measures contained in recent copyright amendments (the Copyright Amendment Act (No. 2) 1998 and the Copyright Amendment (Digital Agenda) Act 2000) including: 

· provisions making it easier for owners of parallel imported products to bring an action by placing the onus of proof on the importer regarding the legitimacy of the imported products;
· substantially increased criminal penalties for both individuals and corporations in relation to copyright offences ($60,500 for individuals, $302,500 for corporations, and/or 5 years imprisonment); 

· increased owners’ rights in relation to the circumvention of technological protection measures (anti-copy technology); and 
· further increased monetary penalties for offences involving unauthorised digitisation of copyright material.

The Attorney-General’s Department and associated agencies including the Australian Federal Police and Australian Customs are responsible for administration of copyright enforcement. 

Outcome 2, Output 2.1 





Question: 154

Topic: Music piracy
Written Question on Notice

Senator Kate Lundy asked:

What evidence is there of increased trade in pirate CDs in Australia since the passage of the Government's Bill?

Answer:

The Government is not aware of evidence to suggest that piracy has increased as a result of the liberalisation of parallel importation of legitimate CDs.

The Australian Institute of Criminology found in its report Parallel Importing and CD Piracy of January 2000, that “the period since mid-1998 reveals little evidence of the increase in CD piracy predicted by opponents of liberalisation.”

Software piracy rates have consistently decreased since the introduction of parallel importation of copyright goods in New Zealand according to industry statistics (34% in 1997, 32% in 1998, 31% in 1999, 28% in 2000 and 26% in the latest figures Seventh Annual Business Software Association Global Piracy Study, June 2002). 

Outcome 2, Output 2.1 





Question: 155

Topic: Music piracy
Written Question on Notice
Senator Kate Lundy asked:

Is there any evidence of the involvement of organised crime in CD piracy in Australia?

Answer:

The Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts is not aware of evidence of any association between organised crime and piracy of copyright products in Australia. 

The Attorney-General’s Department and associated agencies including the Australian Federal Police and Australian Customs are responsible for day to day administration of copyright enforcement. 

Outcome 2, Output 2.1 





Question: 156

Topic: Music piracy
Written Question on Notice

Senator Kate Lundy asked:

Were concerns about this activity made known to the Government before it allowed parallel importation of CDs?

Answer:

Similar claims to the recent Sydney Morning Herald Article relating to activity outside Australia have been voiced by the International Federation of Phonographic Industries and some other industry groups for some time. The Government was aware of such claims prior to the liberalisation of parallel importation of CDs. 

The Senate Legal and Constitutional Legislation Committee report on the Copyright Amendment Bill (No.2) 1997 noted that such issues were raised during its inquiry (refer paragraph 4.101 of the April 1998 Senate Legal and Constitutional Legislation Committee report on the Copyright Amendment Bill (No.2) 1997). 

Outcome 2, Output 2.1 





Question: 157

Topic: Music piracy
Written Question on Notice

Senator Kate Lundy asked:

What assessment did the Government make and what was the result of those assessments?

Answer:

See answers to questions 153 and 154.

Outcome 2, Output 2.1 





Question: 158

Topic: Music piracy
Written Question on Notice

Senator Kate Lundy asked:

What steps, over and above those it was already taking, did the Government take to crack down on the trade in pirate CDs?
Answer:

See answers to question 153.

