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Question: 106

Outcome 1

Output 1.1

Topic: Radio National Services in Tasmania

Hansard Page: 118

Senator Calvert asked

If and when is Radio National going to become state-wide in Tasmania?

Mr Tanner -  …our role would be restricted to responding to a Ministerial notification to increase the number of radio frequencies available in particular areas for national radio.
Mr Gengaroli – …We will take that on notice and see if there is such a request from the Minister.
Answer:
1. Under section 31 of the Broadcasting Services Act 1992, the ABA plans in accordance with Ministerial reservations for capacity for national broadcasting services. The ABC is responsible for determining the programming to be made available on spectrum planned by the ABA. 

2. Radio National (ABCRN) currently operates from 13 sites in Tasmania, as per the table (attached). Some ABC services, including ABCRN, are also available direct-to-home via satellite.

3. Twelve further Ministerial reservations have been made for national broadcasting services in Tasmania. The reservations can be used for either ABC or SBS radio services.

4. Of the 12 reservations, seven have been planned by the ABA: Burnie (four services), Maydena (two services), and NE Tasmania. Five are yet to be planned, relating to Binalong Bay, King Island, Savage River/Waratah, and Strathgordon (two services).

Sites where Radio National currently operates in Tasmania

Area or location
Transmitter site name
Bicheno
Bicheno

Hobart
Ralphs Bay

Lileah
Willis Hill

North Eastern Tasmania
Mt Barrow

Orford
Morey's Hill

Queenstown
Queenstown

Rosebery
Mt Read

St Helens
St Helens

St Marys
South Sister Hill

Strahan
Strahan R/T Site

Swansea
Police Communications Site

Waratah
Companion Hill

Weldborough
Weldborough Trig










Question: 143
Outcome 2, Output 2

Topic: Anti-siphoning

Hansard Page: 113-114

Senator Lundy asked:

The minister released a report in August last year about antisiphoning….Can you run through those recommendations?….Can you outline generally the criteria you used to justify your recommendation to remove those sports from the antisiphoning list?

Senator Kemp  – ….The report has been made and the report states the reason. I do not think we need to take it on notice. We could provide a copy of the report for Senator Lundy.

Answer:

A copy of the anti-siphoning report is attached to this response. It is also available electronically from the ABA’s website at:

http://www.aba.gov.au/tv/investigations/projects/anti-si/pdfrtf/anti_siphRpt.pdf









Question: 144

Outcome 2, Output 2
Topic: Anti-siphoning

Hansard Page: 116

Senator Lundy asked:

Can you recall what that [antisiphoning] report suggested, advised or recommended as far as compelling free-to-airs to actually broadcast all of the event that they purchase?

Answer:

The anti-siphoning provisions deal with the acquisition of broadcast rights to events listed by the Minister. Coverage of events is a separate regulatory issue dealt with by the anti-hoarding provisions of the Broadcasting Services Act 1992. The Australian Broadcasting Authority was not asked to consider anti-hoarding issues in the context of its anti-siphoning investigation and, consequently, the issue is not specifically addressed in its anti-siphoning report.


- 1 -

