Senate Standing Committee on the Environment, Communications, Information Technology and the Arts

Additional Estimates 2006-07—Questions on Notice

Communications, Information Technology and the Arts Portfolio

Tuesday, 13 February 2007

	QoN No.
	Hansard ref.
	Senator
	Question
	Division/Agency
	Date Rec'd

	112
	ECITA 5
	Conroy
	Use of Channel 10 Facilities

Senator CONROY—How much did you spend with Channel 10 to get it prepared?

Mr Pendleton—We are still spending. I do not have the exact number but it would be in the order of $500,000.

Senator CONROY—And then the ongoing rental—

Mr Pendleton—Sorry, Senator; that is in total, across all of our capital works. I would have to take on notice the exact number.
	ABC
	16/04/07

	113
	ECITA 9
	Conroy
	Demountable Facility

Senator CONROY—What are the costs of all of that craning around of the demountable?

Mr Pendleton—I do not have that number with me.

Senator CONROY—Can you take it on notice?

Mr Pendleton—I will get it for you. …
Senator CONROY— … but I was interested in the cost of the craning in and craning out, the cost of storage, for something that you are not actually using. …I am interested in finding out about the other costs.
	ABC
	05/04/07

	114
	ECITA 9
	Conroy
	Rental Contract for West End Property

Senator CONROY—… Why did it take so long to sign the contract for the West End property?

Mr Pendleton—I am not sure that it did take a long time, Senator. …
Senator CONROY—Your man lost the rental contract; that is why it took so long to sign it.

Mr Scott—We are not aware of that, Senator. We will investigate that and put it on notice back to you.
	ABC
	05/04/07

	115
	ECITA 11
	Conroy
	Complaints The Glass House
Senator CONROY—Can the ABC advise how many complaints the ABC received about The Glass House

from Liberal and National Party MPs?

Mr Scott—I would have to take that on notice. …
Senator CONROY—Can the ABC also advise how many questions about The Glass House the ABC received from Liberal senators at Senate estimates. I am happy for you to take it on notice.
	ABC
	16/04/07

	116
	ECITA 12
	Conroy
	ABC Coverage of Victorian Bushfires

Senator CONROY—…On the Victorian bushfires, which I mentioned to you prior to the hearings, I have been contacted by residents and local councillors in the Alpine shire in Victoria. As you know, they were badly affected by the recent bushfires. These residents have expressed concern about a number of reception black spots in the area where residents were unable to pick up the ABC emergency service broadcast. Are you aware of that problem? What plans do you have to remedy it?

Mr Scott—Thank you for alerting me to it. …We will bring it up with our transmission partners, Broadcast Australia, seek a report on that and come back to you on it. …
Senator CONROY—Residents in the shire have also told me they were disappointed by the lack of coverage of fires on the first weekend. While communities were surrounded by smoke, there was no information on the ABC about how close the fires were, because of the hilliness of the region. Could you look into that aspect of it.

Mr Scott—I am surprised to hear that. We have had a very good response on our work. But let us come back to you on that.

Senator CONROY—I have been told that the ABC had the information but there was no local broadcaster to put it out. Could you look into that.

Mr Scott—We will look into that.

Senator CONROY—Can you explain to us what protocols are in place with emergency services to get information out as soon as possible.

Mr Scott—Yes, we will.
	ABC
	30/04/07

	117
	ECITA 14/

Tabled
	Wortley
	Licensing Content Third Parties

Senator WORTLEY—…In relation to the ABC licensing content on third party websites, Mr Green, in May budget estimates you said:

“We do license our content to third parties, and some of those third parties have advertising on their sites.”
Mr Pendleton said:

“The content that is licensed is hosted on other people’s websites, and that is where the advertising is.” Mr Scott, does the ABC have arrangements where a share of the advertising revenue from other web sites is part of the agreement?

Mr Scott—Let me just check on that. I will have to come back to you on notice on that detail.
Senator WORTLEY If so, who does the ABC have such agreements with? Please provide details of the other websites.
	ABC
	05/04/07

	118
	ECITA 18
	Ronaldson
	AM Program 8 December 2006

Senator RONALDSON—………On the AM program on 8 December 2006 on ABC radio, David Hardaker reported on the Iraq Study Group’s call for efforts towards Middle East peace. Mr Hardaker said the hardest part would be:

… the implementation of UN resolution 242 which was passed almost 40 years ago and demands that Israel withdraws from Occupied Palestinian territory.

Does the ABC acknowledge that the UN resolution does not in fact describe the territory referred to as ‘Palestinian’?
Is the ABC aware that the resolution also requires that Israel receive peace and security in return for withdrawal from relevant territories? And, on this basis, do you believe that that report in this case was balanced and objective?

Mr Scott—I have two things in response to that. I would need to go and check the detail of the resolution which, you will understand, I do not have before me. The other thing I would really like to do is check the entire transcript of the program and the context of that comment.
	ABC
	12/04/07

	119
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Supplementary Estimates Question 82
I note in answer to Question 82 that after three attempts, the ABC has finally woken up to the fact that there is a difference between integration and assimilation. Having agreed that the two terms are interchangeable, what procedures have been put in place so that future attempts to misrepresent the Government's position on this are avoided?
	ABC
	12/04/07

	120
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Supplementary Estimates Question 85
In answer to Question 85, I note that you accept that your reporters should avoid labels as this is subjective. In this instance, you have agreed that your reporter Josephine Cafagna should not have labelled the views of the Victorian State Opposition Leader. Ms Cafagna is a senior journalist and ought to have known better. What action was taken regarding this incident, especially given the comments made by Mr Bracks to her?
	ABC
	05/04/07

	121
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Breaches of Style Guide
I refer to your answers about the 1,000 instances of breaches of your style guide in respect of the use of ‘our’ as in “Our troops in Iraq” and the more than 200 breaches of your style guide in respect of not referring to people by their first names. 

When this issue was first raised by Senator Santoro in 2003 Mr Cameron, made much about it when there was ONE instance of a reporter using the expression “our troops in Iraq.” He issued not one but three memos and they were quite serious, threatening people with employment consequences and so on. 

And in a subsequent answer about the same issue at Senate Estimates in October 2003 Mr Cameron went to great lengths to explain that adherence to these style issues was a vital ingredient of your reputation, was a fundamental building block for all cadet journalists, and was a critical rule for quality media organisations around the world. Mr Cameron quoted quite a few. When presented with 1,200 examples of breaches of the style – rather embarrassing for the ABC – the response in your latest answer about this is “the lapses are occasional”.
Two previous instances, “our Cathy Freeman” and “Our troops in Iraq” and the ABC issues three memos, threaten staff with the sack, and Mr Cameron provides a detailed two page justification to Senate Estimates.
I enclose more than 200 further examples. What active steps are being taken at the ABC to comply with one of your most basis style requirements?
Why then when the ABC is presented with 1,200 other examples, such as “our politicians”, “our Premier” and “our dollar” – all examples of style issues that you yourself quoted in those memos, is it suddenly “occasional" and “minor”? Please explain.
Has the ABC dropped its standards? Does the ABC consider adherence to your style guide is important? Because that is how I must interpret your most recent answer. Two breaches and you man the barricades. 1,200 and you don’t care! Please explain.
	ABC
	12/04/07

	122
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Editorial Policies
In light of the much touted reforms and implementation of revised editorial policies across the ABC – all well and good – what procedures have you put in place to ensure that basic mistakes do not continue? What expectations does the ABC have to achieve effective implementation of any reforms when the ABC cannot even get its staff to adhere to very basic aspects of journalism?
	ABC
	12/04/07

	123
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Supplementary Estimates Question 93
I refer to your answer to Question 93 about your extensive reporting of The Australian's FOI campaign against Treasury as opposed to the limited coverage of your own campaign to prevent an FOI request by the University of Technology regarding complaints about ABC Middle East coverage. Your answer waffled on about newsworthiness of different events. How much did this legal foray cost the taxpayers?
	ABC
	12/04/07

	124
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Supplementary Estimates Question 98
In answer to question 98 regarding an interview between Helen Vatsikopoulos and Dr Mahathir Mohamad, a false statement was made by the latter about Prime Minister Howard. You admit that the error was not picked up during the course of the interview and neither did the executive producer. Was the error pointed out to Ms Vatsikopoulos subsequently and what procedures should be in place to avoid this sort of false statements being attributed to the Prime Minister?
	ABC
	12/04/07

	125
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Heather Forbes
Is Heather Forbes part of the News Division?
Is Heather Forbes also chair of your Standing Committee on Spoken English, the peak group which governs language and descriptions you use? If so, why did she refer to the English cricket team as the British cricket team? You may be interested to know that the Scottish team will be competing at the World Cup shortly.
	ABC
	05/04/07

	126
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	7.30 Report 7 December 2006
On The 7.30 Report of 7 December 2006 Mr O’Brien interviewed Alexander Downer and started by saying:
“What do you think of the Iraq Study group report, Mr Downer, or would you rather wait and see what President Bush says first?” 
When you watch the actual tape it is clear this is a sarcastic jibe and not a genuine question. Is it Mr O’Brien’s job to be sarcastic like this especially right at the start of the item?
	ABC
	12/04/07

	127
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	7.00pm News 3 December 2006
On the ABC’s 7pm News of 3 December 2006, it was stated about the ill-health of Fidel Castro that this was “renewing fears he may never return to power.” Why not “renewing hopes.” Who exactly is fearful of his demise? The ABC and its left-wing journalists? Who wrote that script?
	ABC
	16/04/07

	128
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	AM – 3 January 2007
I refer to a report by Rafael Epstein on AM of 3 January 2007 (transcript attached). He states that a few years after celebrations marking the conclusion of WWII, President Roosevelt agreed to a loan to Britain. But he died in April 1945. This is not the first time factual and historical accuracy has been found wanting in Mr Epstein’s reports. Who checked his script and how was this glaring error missed?
	ABC
	12/04/07

	129
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	7.00pm TV News 4 December 2006
On the Sydney 7pm TV News of 4 December 2006 both Jim Middleton and Craig McMurtrie referred to the new ALP leadership as the "dream team" without any qualification such as so-called. Why are they adopting partisan language like this?
	ABC
	12/04/07

	130
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Lateline 6 December 2006
I enclose a transcript of a Lateline report by Tom Iggulden of 6 December 2006 in which he refers to murders in Iraq as “executions”. Why is he breaching the style guide? This has been raised before. What steps have been taken to alert reporters and producers to this issue?
	ABC
	05/04/07

	131
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	PM 30 November 2006
Why was a speech by Kim Beazley altered to “patch up” a mistake he made? I refer to a report on PM of 30 November 30 or 1 December 2006 where he called the ACTU the ACT. Ministers even referred to this gaffe in Parliament. But you air-brushed his gaffe. Why?
	ABC
	16/04/07

	132
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	News Online 29 November 2006
I refer to a story from News Online of 29 November 2006 (enclosed) in which you state that a theory that the earth is a single, functioning organism is now widely accepted. It is also widely refuted as complete nonsense. Please provide evidence to support your claim and any refuting evidence.
	ABC
	11/04/07

	133
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	The World Today 12 December 2006
I refer to The World Today of 12 December 2006 where your reporter Emily Bourke states that the Mayan people are from South America. They are of course from Central America. Similarly with a reference to Nicaragua being in South America from John Stewart on Lateline of 7 November 2006. Who checked these scripts? Why were they missed?
	ABC
	13/04/07

	134
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Factual Errors
I enclose a large number of transcripts of glaring errors from other programmes and seek an explanation as to how such mistakes can occur, given earlier reassurances about your checking procedures. It seems that those procedures are not working very well. In order these are: 
referring to Donald Rumsfeld as Secretary of State instead of Defence; 

referring to Fiji as a Pacific Island when it is a chain; 

transcribing Bob Sercombe as Circum, former England cricketer Robin Smith as a fast bowler when he was a batsman; 

calling Noel Crichton-Brown some strange names; 

stating that Macquarie Island is 15,000 km south of Tasmania; 

some strange spellings of John Agius and Eric Rozendaal; 

referring to Stephen Conroy as a minister; 

three different spellings of the Japanese jockey who won the Melbourne Cup; 

calling your reporter Kathy Bowlen Kim Beazley; 

calling free trade tree trade; 

calling a bulwark a bellwort; referring to three strikes in basketball instead of baseball; 

calling Qassam or Kassam rockets Kasan; 

referring to the axis of evil as the access of evil; 

a strange juxtaposition of one story on another on The 7.30 Report; 

referring to the female Israeli foreign minister as a man; 

saying government electorate offices would receive an extra staff member when all MPs and Senators will; 

a picture of former host Linda Mottram on the AM website of January 2007
	ABC
	07/05/07

	135
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Advertisements
Why did you advertise two positions (enclosed) and state that they are available in “Sydney or Melbourne, NSW Australia.” Is Melbourne in NSW? How did this happen and what steps will you take with the agency?
	ABC
	05/04/07

	136
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Ian Henschke report
Why did your very senior reporter Ian Henschke, who has covered the David Hicks case extensively, not know that Terry Hicks had never said his son was innocent (enclosed)?
	ABC
	07/05/07

	137
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	AM Story
Why did reporter Jasmine Kostas, whom I am assuming may be a cadet or trainee, recycle a very old story about visa rackets on AM? (enclosed)
	ABC
	16/04/07

	138
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Blogs on Victorian Election Website
Who decided which ‘blogs’ would appear on the Victorian election website? I am concerned that all of them were either from the ALP or Democrats, or left-wingers.
	ABC
	16/04/07

	139
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Breaches of Style Guide
I enclose two more examples of breaches of your new style guide in respect of the advice against referring to ‘more than’ a certain number of protestors. Why have you let this style guideline lapse?
	ABC
	16/04/07

	140
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Employment of Craig Bergman
I refer to comments in Crikey from one Craig Bergman, described as an ABC staffer formerly based in Israel. He makes some highly anti-Israeli comments. What is his current role? What was his role in Israel? When was he there? Doesn’t this provide further evidence of ABC staff bias?
	ABC
	16/04/07

	141
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Employment of Mickie de Stoop
Please provide details of the arrangements involving the employment of Mickie de Stoop on Illawarra Radio, given her on-going media training business. Is this not against your rules?
	ABC
	13/04/07

	142
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Report by David Hardaker
What did David Hardaker mean when he referred to “the hypocrisy inside Israel”, and referred to it as though it were a fact? (Enclosed).
	ABC
	12/04/07

	143
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Midday Report 15 November 2006
Why did Deb Rice on Midday Report of 15 November 2006 refer to a mass kidnapping as “audacious” when she surely meant “brazen” or does she think terrorists in Iraq are brave? As this style has been raised before, please explain what steps have been taken to reinforce it?
	ABC
	12/04/07

	144
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	AM 24 November 2006
Similarly, why did Rafael Epstein on AM of 24 November 2006 refer to the poisoning murder of the former Russian agent as ‘bold’?
	ABC
	12/04/07

	145
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Lateline 24 November 2006

Why did Sarah Clarke on Lateline of 24 November 2006 in a report on global warming say “Academics agree” and then quote just one academic. I note that the ABC has been culpable of this practice before, according to your latest audience feedback and complaints report. 

Will you speak to her about this and reinforce the message to reporters and producers that one swallow does not a summer make?
	ABC
	05/04/07

	146
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Stateline Victoria 13 October 2006

Why did a Stateline Victoria reporter on 13 October 2006 refer to a sporting venue as Vodafone arena when this is against your commercial description policy?
	ABC
	16/04/07

	147
	Tabled
	Wortley
	The Glass House

In relation to The Glass House. When The Glass was axed was it achieving its highest rating since it first went to air in 2001, with average audiences of 728,000?
Did the program regularly out rate commercial programs in the time slot winning a peak audience of almost 860,000 viewers in its final year.
	ABC
	05/04/07

	148
	Tabled
	Ronaldson
	ABC TV News 4 November 2006

On ABC TV News November 4 the anchor Kathy Bowlen said:
“The conflict in the Gaza Strip has escalated with at least 19 Palestinians killed in the deadliest day in the territories for several months. In the worst incident, Israeli troops shot dead two women who'd walked through army lines to help trapped gunmen escape from a mosque."
What does the ABC think about the reference to this particular incident as “the worst”?
Does this constitute editorialising in the context of a news report?
Does the ABC agree that this reference unnecessarily implies that the Israeli troops involved had acted improperly or even immorally?
Does the ABC think the fact that the women were deliberately placing themselves in danger to shelter gunmen would have bearing on this?
Is the ABC aware that as a result of the women’s actions the Palestinian gunmen escaped justice?
Does the ABC think that this fact bears on an impartial and objective account of this situation?
Does the ABC think it is also relevant to report the status of the 19 Palestinians reported as being killed?
Would it not be relevant if the 19 Palestinians reportedly killed were terrorists? 
	ABC
	13/04/07

	149
	Tabled
	Ronaldson
	ABC TV News 26 November 2006 – David Hardaker
On ABC TV News of November 26 David Hardaker reported that:
"Israeli air strikes ripped apart two cars in Gaza, killing at least two people. The Israeli Defence Force said the attacks were aimed at militants launching rockets towards Israel."
In relation to the same incident SBS reported that Palestinian hospital sources were saying the two men killed were Hamas "militants".
Why did the ABC choose to omit this fact while the SBS reported it?
On this basis does the ABC believe that the report in this case was balanced and objective?

What action has or will be taken to rectify the report?
	ABC
	12/04/07

	150
	Tabled
	Ronaldson
	ABC TV News 4 November 2006 – Matt Brown
On ABC TV News of November 4, Matt Brown stated:
"In the latest incident, five Palestinians were killed in an airstrike in the Jabalya refugee camp. Two of the dead were ambulance crewmen, taking the toll after three days to 35."
Why did Matt Brown only refer to the occupation of two of the dead men?
Would the ABC consider it relevant to the facts of the story if three of the men killed in the incident were in fact fighters?
Is the ABC aware that the other three men, whose purpose in being in that particular place at that time was related to them being terrorists, or as you might call them militants?
Is it relevant that most of the 35 people – constituting the ‘toll’ were also terrorist fighters?
On this basis does the ABC believe that the report in this case was balanced and objective?

What action has or will be taken to rectify the report?
	ABC
	12/04/07

	151
	Tabled
	Ronaldson
	AM Program 8 December 2006

On the AM Program of 8 December 2006 on ABC Radio David Hardaker reported on the Iraq Study Group's call for efforts towards Middle East peace.
David Hardaker said the hardest part would be "the implementation of UN resolution 242 which was passed almost 40 years ago and demands that Israel withdraws from Occupied Palestinian territory."
Does the ABC acknowledge that the UN resolution in fact does not describe the territory referred to as "Palestinian"?
Is the ABC aware that the resolution also requires that Israel receive peace and security in return for withdrawal from relevant territories?
On this basis does the ABC believe that the report in this case was balanced and objective?

What action has or will be taken to rectify the report?
	ABC
	12/04/07

	152
	Tabled
	Ronaldson
	PM program 5 December 2006

On the PM program of 5 December 2006 on ABC Radio Mark Colvin, in referring to signs that the ceasefire may hold, said "One indication is that, despite some violations, neither side has gone for major retaliation."
Does the ABC think it is relevant to this report that only the Palestinians and not Israel violated the ceasefire?
Why was this report constructed to imply otherwise?
	ABC
	12/04/07

	153
	Tabled
	Ronaldson
	PM program ABC Radio 29 November 2006

On the PM program on ABC Radio on 29 November 2006 David Hardaker told Mark Colvin:
"I think that this ceasefire is being driven by absolute desperation and exhaustion really from both sides. The Palestinians have been bombarded really for the last five months in Gaza with many hundreds of people killed."
Does the ABC acknowledge that the Israelis were in fact only taking action in order to end Palestinian attacks?
Does the ABC also acknowledge that the Israeli action was always going to stop when the threat to Israel from the Palestinians did?
Does the ABC acknowledge that Israel’s earlier withdrawal from Gaza demonstrates this?
Given these facts what action has been taken to address the impartiality and balance of the report?


	ABC
	16/04/07

	154
	Tabled
	Ronaldson
	7.30 Report 21 December 2006
On 21 December 2006 Matt Brown reported on "The 7.30 Report" that Bethlehem's declining Christian population could be attributed to the Israeli-Palestinian violence, the financial blockade of the Hamas run Palestinian Authority and the "wall", which he claims "has been built on Palestinian land".
Should the land not have been described as disputed?
I welcome his report that Israel allows busloads of people into Bethlehem each day.
Does the ABC acknowledge that in fact, the Israeli Ministry of Tourism is running half-hourly complementary shuttles?
Would this fact have been relevant to the report?
David Hardaker, in his report on AM on ABC radio on 21 December referred to "Israel's recent war with Lebanon".
Does the ABC acknowledge that the war was in fact with Hezbollah terrorists?


	ABC
	13/04/07

	155
	Tabled
	Ronaldson
	7:30 Report 28 December 2006 (1)
On ABC TV on the 7:30 Report, 28 December 2006, Scott Bevan said: 
"Despite a month old ceasefire, the Israeli government announced overnight it will resume operations against Palestinian militants who fire rockets from the Gaza Strip."
Did the Israeli’s really refer to them as militants?
Why did the report fail to acknowledge that despite a month long ceasefire, Palestinian terror groups continued to fire rockets from the Gaza Strip, hence Israel made its announcement?
Is this fact not relevant to the story?
Does this omission bear on the objectivity and impartiality of the report?
What action has been taken to address the deficiency in the story?
	ABC
	12/04/07

	156
	Tabled
	Ronaldson
	7:30 Report 28 December 2006 (2)
Matt Brown on the 7:30 Report on ABC TV on 28 December 2006 reported that when Corporal Gilad Shalit was abducted, "Israel struck back with a vengeance".
Why did the ABC fail to mention 1,000 rockets and more fired into Israel to which Israel was also responding? 
Does this omission bear on the objectivity and impartiality of the report?
What action has been taken to address the deficiency in the story?
	ABC
	16/04/07

	157
	Tabled
	Ronaldson
	AM Program 5 January 2007

Matt Brown on AM program on ABC Radio, 5 January 2007 said that under a proposed deal, the Palestinians would release Gilad Shalit and, in exchange, "Israel would release hundreds of Palestinian women and children, and probably a significant number of militants too."
Does the ABC agree that this report draws a distinction between “militants” and “Palestinian women and children”?
Does the ABC agree that the “women and children” referred to in this case are also guilty of crimes under Israeli law or they would not be imprisoned?
Therefore does the ABC agree that the distinction made between “women and children” and “militants” is an artificial one?
One perhaps designed to deliberately misrepresent the stance of Israel?
Does the ABC agree that the term “female and child criminals” or “female and child militants” or even “female and child terrorists” might have presented the situation more accurately?
Does this choice of language bear on the objectivity and impartiality of the report?
What action has been taken to address the deficiency in the story?
	ABC
	13/04/07

	158
	Tabled
	Ronaldson
	AM Program 25 October 2006

On the AM Program on ABC Radio on 25 October 2006 in referring to the appointment of Avigdor Lieberman to the Israeli cabinet Tony Eastley said, "Now Mr Lieberman is set to become the country's next deputy leader".
Does the ABC acknowledge that this description does not accurately represent the fact that Israel has two other deputy prime ministers and a Vice Prime Minister - Shimon Peres?
Does this omission bear on the objectivity and impartiality of the report?
What action has been taken to address the deficiency in the story?
On the same program David Hardaker stated that Lieberman "is set to get the job of Deputy Prime Minister".
Do the ABC acknowledge that this description also does not accurately describe the position of Mr Lieberman in the Israeli Government given the above facts?
Hardaker spoke to Yitzchak Galnoor, an Israeli professor and co-director of an Arab-Israeli organisation for peaceful co-existence. Galnoor stated that Lieberman "wants to transfer [Israel's Arabs] to the West Bank and become part of another state."
Why did the report fail to explain that he wants to do this through a land swap, not through driving them from their homes, or that, as a member of the coalition, Lieberman will be expected to adhere to coalition policies? 
Why then was no-one from Lieberman's party or the Israeli Government interviewed for the report?
Do these omissions bear on the objectivity and impartiality of the report?
What action has been taken to address the deficiency in the story?
	ABC
	16/04/07

	159
	Tabled
	Ronaldson
	Press Council Processes
Is ABC management familiar with the processes governing the conduct of the Press Council and complaints upheld before it?
Is the ABC aware that Press Council’s Principle Number 9 requires that:
“Where the Council issues an adjudication, the publication concerned should prominently print the adjudication”?
Is the ABC aware of recent media reports that the ABC has acknowledged errors in its Middle East coverage in 2006?
Is the ABC aware that a search of the ABC web site does not reveal any reference to these acknowledgements?
Section 5.3 of the ABC’s code of Practice states that:

“Demonstrable errors of fact will be corrected in a timely manner and in a form most suited to the circumstances.”
By comparison, the Press Council’s Principle 2 states that:

 make amends for publishing information that is found to be harmfully inaccurate by printing, promptly and with appropriate prominence, such retraction, correction, explanation or apology as will neutralise the damage so far as possible.”
Is it acceptable that the ABC holds itself to a lower standard on errors in reporting than those news outlets subject to the Press Council?
I draw attention to the ABC’s answers to QoN Nos. 57, 111 and 122 from the last Estimates hearing. The answers provided to these questions suggest that the ABC considers it sufficient to correct an online transcript in-situ to fulfil its obligations to accurate reporting.
The admissions of errors made in the ABC’s answers to Questions 57 and 111 are not minor issues of geography.
Does the ABC acknowledge that in the instances referred to the ABC has concealed a great deal from its audience about the nature of the incident?
Does the ABC agree that the ABC’s rectification of these acknowledged errors falls far short of the Press Council’s requirement that an explanation or apology “neutralise the damage done so far as possible”?

Can you explain why there appears to be a significant disparity between the rigour of the process adopted under the Press Council and that applicable in the ABC relating to complaints?


	ABC
	13/04/07

	160
	Tabled
	Ronaldson
	ABC Documentaries Middle East
Can the ABC provide a list of all documentaries screened on ABC TV since the beginning of 2006 pertaining to the Middle East and/or Israel?
Can the ABC provide a list of all documentaries considered for purchase, commissioning and/or screening over the same period that were not purchased, commissioned or screened pertaining to the Middle East and/or Israel?
Can the ABC provide an explanation of the considerations relevant to your selection of documentaries for screening or being rejected for screening in general and in particular in relation to issues pertaining to the Middle East and Israel?
Can the ABC provide an account of how these criteria were applied in relation to the following documentaries:
Outfoxed

Relentless

Promises and betrayals

No Excuses for Terror

In the Compound – The Last days of Yasser Arafat


	ABC
	12/04/07

	161
	Tabled
	Ronaldson
	ABC Documentary The Last days of Yasser Arafat
Under the ABC Editorial Policies 2007, section 3.3 describes the principles for governing topical and factual content.
Des the program screened on 1 February on ABC TV entitled ‘In the Compound – The Last Days of Yasser Arafat’ fall into the category of topical and factual content?
Section 3.3 states that “where topical or factual content deals with a matter of contention or public debate, a diversity of principal relevant perspectives should be demonstrated across a network or platform in an appropriate time frame.”
Notwithstanding the fact that the 2007 Editorial Policies take effect on 1 March 2007 is this program subject to these principles?
As part of the program ‘Last Days of Yasser Arafat’ one of Arafat’s friends and colleagues was described as a revolutionary.
Is the ABC familiar with the description of Bassam Abu Sharif as a so-called revolutionary during the program?
Is the ABC also aware that the label ‘revolutionary’ was apparently ascribed by the director of the program, Ms Sherine Salama, as a consequence, and I quote "In the 1970s he helped pioneer the hi-jacking of aeroplanes as a way of getting attention for the Palestinian cause"?
Would the hi-jacking of planes perhaps more accurately be described as terrorism?
Is this labelling of a person who pioneered hijacking of planes, a terrorist in no uncertain terms as a revolutionary indicative of how the new editorial policy will be applied?
What action will be taken to ensure impartiality in this case?
Is this documentary a case of rushing to screen biased material before the new editorial policies commence?
Under the new ABC editorial policy is one person's terrorist still to be another person's freedom fighter?
If this is not permitted under the new ABC editorial policy, coming into force less than 30 days after its screening, why was the documentary - 'In the Compound - The last days of Arafat' screened on the ABC at all?
	ABC
	16/04/07

	162
	Tabled
	Webber
	Editorial Policies and Media Watch

Can the ABC give an assurance that the new editorial policies will not allow management to directly interfere with Media Watch - and that the program will be allowed to exercise full editorial discretion in accordance with the established standards of professional journalism?
	ABC
	05/04/07

	163
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Sale of Outside Broadcast Units
Is the ABC studying the feasibility of selling its fleet of outside broadcast vans?
Can the ABC advise whether it plans sell the vans and then hire outside broadcast facilities? 
	ABC
	05/04/07

	164
	Tabled
	Conroy
	ABC Restructure

I would like to ask about with the new ABC structure announced in February 
1.
What is the financial impact of the proposal? Are there any cost savings? Alternatively are additional positions being created to staff the new structure?
2.
Where will the complaints area -ABC Audience & Consumer Affairs- be in the new structure?
3.
You have created a new innovation division can you explain what that area will do? What sort of budget will it have?
4. The media release talked about integrating a ABC TV and ABC 2 to create “ a structure that can sustain additional digital television channels”. Can you elaborate on what you mean by that statement? Will the merger allow the creation of more multi-channels?
5.
A division called ABC Commercial will replace ABC Enterprises. How will the role of the new division be different from its predecessor?
	ABC
	16/04/07

	165
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Charging for Downloads
In May last year when we discussed the issue of charging for downloads Mr Green said that the question of “what is available on a free basis and what is available on a modest fee basis will be determined by the providing content divisions.” Is this still the case?
Last year, the Director of radio, Ms Howard suggested that the podcasts which are currently free would remain free. Is that still the case? 
I understand that the BBC is pursuing a model where there is a window of seven days for free downloads; then, after that, there is a fee. Is that an option that the ABC looking at?
Has any work been done on how much additional revenue could be raised?
Has the ABC received any guarantee from the Government that its funding will not be reduced given that ABC has identified another lucrative source of income?
	ABC
	16/04/07

	166
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Infrastructure for exploiting Digital content

In the triennial funding submission last year, the ABC flagged that it would be making further submissions to government for a ‘Digital Production and Content Management System’.

This was described as “Core investment in the digital infrastructure to facilitate the ‘capture once, use many’ paradigm of digital content for multiple media delivery platforms, along with nation-wide access to Australia’s audio-visual heritage. “
The new structure that you have outlined seems to rely heavily on the development of this infrastructure. Where is the ABC up to in developing this infrastructure?
Will you making a submission to Government on this matter for the forthcoming budget?
	ABC
	05/04/07

	167
	Tabled
	Conroy
	News Radio Rollout
Can the ABC update the committee on the roll out of NewsRadio to all towns with populations above 10,000. 

What is the current reach of Triple J through terrestrial broadcasting?
Does the ABC have any plans to extend triple J coverage? Has the ABC done any costings on extending the coverage of triple J? Would it be similar to the costs of extending news radio?
	ABC
	11/05/07

	168
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Matters Arising from the KPMG Report

In the ABC’s last annual report it was noted that the KPMG funding adequacy review “confirmed that the ABC operates efficiently and effectively, but also made 35 suggestions that had the potential to further improve performance.” Can the ABC outline the nature of these recommendations? 

How many have been implemented?

What sorts of savings have been identified?

I understand that the ABC was required to give the Minister a report on its property holdings by October 2006. Has this report been provided?

Is the ABC pursuing the sale of any property following this report? Are sale and lease back arrangements being considered for major assets?

Is it planned to use assets sales to fund new programs?
	ABC
	17/04/07

	169
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Please provide a list of programs and the current expense/ revenue and cash forward estimates for 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10. 
	NMA
	21/03/07

	170
	Tabled
	Conroy
	For 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10 please identify the amounts obligated or forward committed under each output. 
	NMA
	21/03/07

	171
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Please provide a list of programs and the current expense/ revenue and cash forward estimates for 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10. 
	Australia Council
	28/03/07

	172
	Tabled
	Conroy
	For 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10 please identify the amounts obligated or forward committed under each output. 
	Australia Council
	28/03/07

	173
	ECITA

24
	Eggleston
	I attended a presentation last week in which there was a comparison of the different kinds of subsidies offered around the world for digital animation and post-production digitalisation. From what we heard, it seemed that the international market is very competitive and that Australia’s specific competitors are perhaps countries like Canada and some of the European countries. There was a view that there should be more flexibility in the provision of benefits or subsidies, if you like, to the Australian producers of digital products so that they can compete more effectively with the Europeans and Canadians. Do you have any comment on that? Do you think a system could be made more flexible?...We are talking about incentives and rebates [Refundable Film Tax Offset].
	AFC
	28/03/07

	174
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Please provide a list of programs and the current expense/ revenue and cash forward estimates for 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10. 
	AFC
	28/03/07

	175
	Tabled
	Conroy
	For 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10 please identify the amounts obligated or forward committed under each output. 
	AFC
	28/03/07

	176
	ECITA 27
	Conroy
	Have the archives prepared forward estimates for the running costs of the (storage) facility?
	NAA
	29/03/07

	177
	ECITA 27
	Conroy
	Could you give us a breakdown of the (storage facility) costs?
	NAA
	29/03/07

	178
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Please provide a list of programs and the current expense/ revenue and cash forward estimates for 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10. 
	NAA
	21/03/07

	179
	Tabled
	Conroy
	For 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10 please identify the amounts obligated or forward committed under each output. 
	NAA
	21/03/07

	180
	ECITA 29
	Wortley
	Do you know how much of it [the $21 million allocated to the building refurbishment] will be dedicated to lighting?
	NGA
	21/03/07

	181
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Please provide a list of programs and the current expense/ revenue and cash forward estimates for 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10. 
	NGA
	21/03/07

	182
	Tabled
	Conroy
	For 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10 please identify the amounts obligated or forward committed under each output. 
	NGA
	21/03/07

	183
	ECITA 32
	Conroy
	Can you provide a breakdown of the cost for digitising each collection?
	NLA
	21/03/07

	184
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Please provide a list of programs and the current expense/ revenue and cash forward estimates for 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10. 
	NLA
	21/03/07

	185
	Tabled
	Conroy
	For 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10 please identify the amounts obligated or forward committed under each output. 
	NLA
	21/03/07

	186
	ECITA 34
	Conroy
	Can the Minister outline the criteria used to assess the effectiveness and suitability of AbaF as the provider of these services? 
	Arts and Sports Division/ ARG Branch
	28/03/07

	187
	ECITA 34
	Conroy
	What other organisations were considered in the selection process?
	Arts and Sports Division/ ARG Branch
	28/03/07

	188
	ECITA 34
	Conroy
	Will the minister re-tender the delivery of this package when AbaF completes it obligations?
	Arts and Sports Division/ ARG Branch
	28/03/07

	189
	ECITA

35
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Mr Rosen, could you go back, as I would like some information about how many films which were rejected by the Film Finance Corporation have gone on to be successful and turn a profit. Are you able to provide me with that sort of information?...Perhaps you might go back over the last five years and see if you can get some information on that.
	FFC
	22/03/07

	190
	ECITA

37 & Cross reference to Tabled QoN’s
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Considering the nature of the subject [The President versus David Hicks]—and Mr Hick’s history is quite well known—surely you would have thought this would offend families of Australian victims of terrorism and that there would be greater sensitivity than to fund a project like this. Did you take that into account?  Could you go back and have a look at this and provide me with the material that was available to you at that time.

[including any submission or application]
	FFC
	29/03/07

	191
	ECITA 37
	Conroy
	Mr Rosen - We are doing annual seminars in all the states with all film makers-that beings at the end of march-to do feedback as to how we revise our guidelines for 1 July.

Senator CONROY- After you have completed those seminars could you provide details to the committee of the feedback?
	FFC
	22/03/07

updated answer provided 18/5/07

	192
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	On 24 May 2006 Estimates, Chief Executive Officer of the FFC, Mr Pearson, told the Committee inter alia that the FFC:

"which has invested in over, say, 900 titles, 12 of which have made a profit. That gives you an indication of the risk profile associated with film investment". 
Attachment 1 is a copy of the relevant transcript. Please provide a list of the 900 titles.
	FFC
	29/03/07

	193
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	In relation to the 12 which had made a profit, please provide full details of the projects, including a copy of the submission provided to the FFC upon which the FFC made its decision to provide funding.
	FFC
	29/03/07 + 1 attach't

	194
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Are you able to quantify how many people may have viewed the said 12 film and if so, please provide those details.
	FFC
	22/03/07 + 1 attach't

	195
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Mr Pearson also made the following statement:

"the most recent set of projects that we have tried to put funding structures in for are due to release basically over the next 12 months. Obviously their commercial performance will be an indication of success or otherwise".

Please provide full details of these projects, including a copy of the submission provided to the FFC upon which the FFC "tried to put funding structures in for"? What was the commercial performance of each of these projects?
	FFC
	30/03/07

	196
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Further to question 194 are you able to quantify how many people may have viewed the said projects and if so, please provide those details.
	FFC
	29/03/07

	197
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Please provide a list of producers whose films have been approved or considered for funding by FFC.
	FFC
	29/03/07

	198
	Tabled
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Please provide a description how all projects that the FFC provided funds for in 2006/2007 have met the FFC's own investment guidelines
	FFC
	29/03/07 + 1 attach't

	199
	ECITA 43
	Lundy
	Could you provide that to the committee when it is available (acquittal summary of the $50,000 allocated to Victorian Olympic Committee in support for the 50th anniversary of the 1956 Melbourne Olympic Games)?
	ASC
	29/03/07

	200
	ECITA 43
	Lundy
	What was the value of the allocation to the Tom Hoad Cup in WA in, I think, late December?
	ASC
	09/03/07

	201
	ECITA 46
	Lundy
	A couple of years ago I asked a question of the Sports Commission to provide the committee with a list of all of the programs funded by the Australian Sports Commission and the cost of each of those programs—and over what period of time. Could I place the same question on notice again to get that full picture of Sports Commission funding?
Could you make the distinction between programs that are funded for a set period and those that are continuing, and so they would have to have renewed funding,
	ASC
	21/03/07

	202
	ECITA 49
	Lundy
	How many of those people that have left were in the organisation before the transition to ASADA?
	ASADA
	21/03/07

	203
	ECITA 49
	Lundy
	What have been the outcomes of those exit interviews and the reasons people are identifying for choosing to leave?
	ASADA
	29/03/07

	204
	ECITA 53
	Lundy
	What was the precise amount allocated for the testing budget in the 2006-07 financial year?
	ASADA
	21/03/07

	205
	ECITA 53
	Lundy
	Can you also take on notice the testing budget precisely for the previous two financial years so it is dating back into ASDA?
	ASADA
	21/03/07

	206
	ECITA 53
	Lundy
	Also the projected budgets for testing in the forward years, say in the next two
	ASADA
	21/03/07

	207
	ECITA 56
	Kemp
	How much did the investigation (AFP investigation resulting from a complaint from the AFL) cost ASADA, as a matter of interest?
	ASADA
	21/03/07

	208
	ECITA 58
	Lundy
	Can I just make sure that you have got on notice the question of the planned number of tests for the six months to 31 December 2006 versus the actual number of tests conducted between 1 July 2006 and 30 December 2006?
	ASADA
	21/03/07

	209
	ECITA 61
	Lundy
	I would appreciate it if you could take on notice investigating precisely what occurred (several swimmers with an intellectual disability were told that, if they performed at a certain level at the Australian championships they would be awarded an AIS scholarship, only to be told after the event that they were no longer eligible) and report back to the committee.
	ASC
	29/03/07

	210
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Please provide a list of programs and the current expense/ revenue and cash forward estimates for 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10. 
	AFTRS
	28/03/07

	211
	Tabled
	Conroy
	For 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10 please identify the amounts obligated or forward committed under each output. 
	AFTRS
	28/03/07

	212
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Please provide a list of programs and the current expense/ revenue and cash forward estimates for 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10. 
	ANMM
	21/03/07

	213
	Tabled
	Conroy
	For 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10 please identify the amounts obligated or forward committed under each output. 
	ANMM
	21/03/07

	214
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Please provide a list of programs and the current expense/ revenue and cash forward estimates for 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10. 
	Finance & Budget
	09/05/07

	215
	Tabled
	Conroy
	For 2006/07, 2007/08, 2008/09, 2009/10 please identify the amounts obligated or forward committed under each output. 
	Finance & Budget
	09/05/07

	216
	Tabled
	Conroy
	Can the department outline what arrangements it has to allow its staff to work from home?
	Corporate & Business
	05/04/07
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