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Question: 258-259

Topic: ICT Skills
Hansard Page: ECITA 31

Senator Lundy asked:

258. Can we quantify the drop in the number of students? I know it is an issue in Western Australia …. Can you provide those figures as both a percentage reduction and, as Senator Eggleston said, actual numbers of students as well? 

259. Can I ask you to take on notice to quantify the reduction in the number of undergraduates studying IT courses in each of the states….. can you provide those figures as both a percentage reduction and, as Senator Eggleston said, actual numbers of students as well?

Answer: 

Commencing students in university ICT courses across Australia in 2004 totalled 27 559, this was a reduction from 31 441 in 2003 which represents a decrease of 5.4%. The breakdown of the figures by State and Territory is as follows:

	State
	2003
	2004
	% change

	NSW
	6879
	5619
	-18.3

	VIC
	9773
	9551
	-2.3

	QLD
	5587
	5872
	5.1

	WA
	2120
	1872
	-11.7

	SA
	1251
	1232
	-1.5

	TAS
	850
	1086
	27.8

	NT
	97
	51
	-47.4

	ACT
	725
	511
	-29.5

	Multi-state
	277
	264
	-4.7

	Total
	27559
	26058
	-5.4


Source: Students 2004 [full year]: selected higher education statistics and Students 2003 [full year]: selected higher education statistics. 
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Question: 260

Topic: ICT Skills
Hansard Page: ECITA 32

Senator Lundy asked:

I also ask the question with reference to IT subjects at HSC level. My understanding is that in New South Wales over the last two or three years 7,000 fewer HSC students are studying ICT courses. So could you also take on notice those comparisons at HSC level…. can you provide those figures as both a percentage reduction and, as Senator Eggleston said, actual numbers of students as well?

Answer: 

The most recent figures available for Year 12 students undertaking ICT courses are for 2004. The comparison to figures in 2003 shows a reduction from 42 330 in 2003 to 35 698 in 2004, this is a reduction of 15.7%. The breakdown of the figures by State and Territory is as follows:

	State
	2003
	2004
	% change

	NSW
	16673
	13278
	-20.4

	VIC
	16051
	13131
	-18.2

	QLD
	6078
	6239
	2.6

	SA
	770
	657
	-14.7

	WA
	888
	853
	-3.9

	TAS
	756
	633
	-16.3

	NT
	65
	67
	3.1

	ACT
	1049
	840
	-19.9

	TOTAL
	42330
	35698
	-15.7


Source: Information held by Department of Education, Science and Training
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Question: 261

Topic: ICT Skills
Hansard Page: ECITA 32

Senator Lundy asked:

Could you provide to the committee any information or perhaps advice which you have provided to the Department of Immigration. 

Answer: 

The Department of Communications, Information Technology and the Arts (DCITA) provides advice to the Department of Immigration and Multicultural Affairs (DIMA) on ICT skills issues in a number of contexts. Ad hoc advice is provided periodically on aspects of the supply of ICT skills on the basis of available labour supply data. In August 2005 DCITA provided advice on DIMA’s evaluation of the general skilled migration (GSM) categories and points test. This advice covered the following issues:

· The importance of an adequate supply of IC T skills

· The nexus between immigration and the supply of ICT professionals in the Australian labour market

· The long term adverse impacts of an oversupply of ICT professionals on the career choices of students

· The need for sufficient GSM data to analyse outcomes of the arrangements 

· The importance of good communications and higher level technical skills and work experience.
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Question: 262

Topic: ICT Skills
Hansard Page: ECITA  32

Senator Lundy asked:

Can you point to any substantive policy initiatives that have been undertaken to boost the number of HSC students in IT courses or, indeed, to boost the number of undergraduates studying IT at university level?

Answer: 

The Government announced a broad range of measures as part of Backing Australia’s Ability – Building our Future through Science and Innovation that aim to enhance our skills base in science, technology and mathematics. As noted below, specific initiatives are directed towards encouraging students at high school and undergraduate level to view careers in these areas, including information technology, as a positive choice. 

2000 Additional Targeted University Places
$199.5 million is being provided over the five years from 2006–07 to continue the extra 5,470 higher education places in information and communications technology, mathematics and science  provided for in the first five years of Backing Australia’s Ability. The intention is to strengthen the national skills base and the knowledge systems that support it. The provision of the additional places continues the Australian Government’s efforts to ensure Australia has sufficient graduates in these fields, which are areas of known or emerging skill shortages.

Boosting Innovation, Science, Technology and Mathematics Teaching
The Australian Government is providing $38.8 million from 2004-05 over the next seven years to 2010-11 for a new programme to strengthen science, technology and mathematics education in Australian schools, implementing improvements recommended by the independent Review of Teaching and Teacher Education.
The major part of this funding has been directed towards the Australian School Innovation in Science, Technology and Mathematics (ASISTM) Project. The ASISTM Project aims to bring about real and permanent improvements to the ways in which science, technology and mathematics are taught in our schools. Initiatives funded under the Project bring schools together with industry, science organisations, universities and others to explore ways to encourage a culture of innovation in schools, attract greater numbers of quality students into teaching, better coordinate primary and high school curricula and provide positive role models for science, mathematics and technology students.

Funding of $9.0 million for 103 ASISTM Round One projects was announced in July 2005. A significant number of these have an information communication technology (ICT) focus or a strong ICT component. One example is the Girls Build IT project which aims to develop girls’ knowledge, confidence and skills in ICT fields, and impart a broader understanding of possible ICT career pathways. Through a variety of ‘girls only’ hands-on activities, trained teachers will assist year 6 and 8 girls to build computers for their schools. They will assemble and configure a computer, install operating systems and software, and troubleshoot hardware and software problems. The finished computers will be installed in classrooms or school libraries and facilitate the integration of ICT in learning. Girls will be encouraged to continue their interest through a ‘Girl Tech Club’, chatrooms and video links. 
Fostering Scientific, Mathematical and Technical Skills and Innovation in Government Schools
The Australian Government is providing an estimated $93.2 million per year from 2004-05 until 2010-11 to continue building stronger scientific, mathematical and technological skills of Australian students and to encourage school-based innovation. This funding will be used to:

· achieve better scientific, mathematical and technological skills; 

· develop school-based innovation; and 

· build supportive school environments.

Questacon - Raising Science Awareness
The Australian Government is providing $11.4 million from 2004-05 until 2010-2011 to continue and expand the successful Questacon – Smart Moves programme. 
Smart Moves is raising awareness of science and innovation among young Australians. The very latest in Australian science, engineering and technology innovation and entrepreneurship is being demonstrated to rural and regional secondary school students across Australia, inspiring young people to pursue careers and opportunities in science, maths, engineering and technology.

DEST New Apprenticeship Program

As part of the Government’s New Apprenticeships program that students and school leavers can undertake an apprenticeship in information technology. 
For School Based New Apprentices, there were approximately 300 commencements in the Information Technology stream of the Business and Innovation Training Package in the 12 months to September 2005. Associated with this program there are commencement and retention incentives. 
Further, since 1 January 2003 an additional commencement incentive has been made available to employers who employ a New Apprentice in a qualification that is in information technology or other highly skilled occupations at the AQF level III or IV. From 1 January 2006 the innovation incentive is $1,100. 
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