Senate Standing Committee on Environment, Communications and the Arts
Supplementary Budget Estimates 2008-2009
Questions on Notice 
Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy Portfolio
	QoN
	Hansard ref.
	Senator
	Question
	Division/

Agency
	Date Rec'd

	1
	ECA 7
	Birmingham
	Roll-over programs

So which programs had sought a rollover of funds? If you need to take some of this on notice, I understand. I want to know which programs had sought a rollover of funds and, obviously, then if you could also quantify for us the remaining programs and the extent of rollover that they will be seeking in the additional estimates. But, from the statement you are making, it sounds as if anything that was not sought will be sought.
	FAB
	04/12/08

	2
	ECA 8
	Birmingham
	Budget statements and funds movements

Mr Bryant, was the NBN rollout considered at all for the estimates of the ABG for this financial year?
	FAB
	04/12/08

	3
	ECA 13
	Birmingham
	Backing Indigenous ability

With respect to the Building Additional Rural Networks program:

Were the proponents for the NT outback digital network Indigenous communities or the NT government? 

Were they looking to extend a range of communications networks or services or were there particular services expected to be extended across the NT under this program? Could you provide us with some details on what these services were planned to be under the program? 

How large was the [NT] program in its entirety? 

Did the Northern Territory seek assistance at all with the implementation of its program?

All other states and territories eligible for such social bonus payments, though, have received their full entitlement and utilised it in the projects that were identified? We will await further information on details.
	RSDER
	08/12/08

	4
	ECA 

23-24
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

What is the estimated cost for each month of delay on the construction of the NBN to the economic benefits that you like to talk about?

Senator Conroy:  I am happy to take that on notice. I am not sure that we have ever claimed a monthly cost.

Has the government undertaken any assessment of the GDP benefits of NBN?
	NBN
	12/01/09

	5
	ECA 29
	Lundy
	Availability of ADSL

I can tell you that there are residents in places like Wanneroo and running of the Stirling exchanges in WA and South Australia that are being told that no services are available. As far as I can ascertain, it is either because of a pair gain system that Telstra is refusing to transpose or that there are some capacity constraints relating to the installation of DSLAMs. So I want to know if you can get the figure that takes into account not just the physical constraints between the exchange and the customer but also what physical constraints or commercial constraints are being imposed on decisions by Telstra not to install further DSLAMs to allow more ADSL to be rolled out.
	B
	08/12/08

	6
	ECA 29
	Lundy
	ADSL Services

I would also like you to do some investigation into what the constraints are with the number of DSLAMs or ADSL services available through remote integrated multiplexes or RIMs. I am aware that you can get a limited number of ports into a RIM depending on the type of RIM it is but that is resulting in significant waiting lists for customers because there is a finite number. Customers are often told by Telstra or a competitor reselling SDSL that they have to go on a waiting list and that another customer will have to choose to opt out of that service before someone else can get onto it. Can you get some information about what those constraints are?
	B
	08/12/08

	7
	ECA 30
	Lundy
	Next G Data Service Peak and Non-Peak Times Speeds

Can you take it on notice to get some more accurate commentary on what the sorts of speeds are? Even if your reference point is Whirlpool, I think that would be useful for the committee.
	B
	08/12/08

	8
	ECA 31
	Lundy
	Regional  Telecommunications Inquiry 2002 – recommendation 2.7 - Removal of Pair Gain Systems

Can you tell me whatever happened to that recommendation, given it was at least in theory adopted by the then government? 

What information can you give the committee about the current state of play with the pervasive place still of pair gain systems in the physical network, given the constraining effect on broadband services?
	B
	08/12/08

	9
	ECA 37
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

At least one of the bidders, in giving evidence to the select committee, indicated that they have corresponded with the government with concerns, seeking clarification about how the 98 per cent will be calculated and what modelling will be used. Has the government provided such clarification to all prospective bidders?

Mr Lyons:  That goes to the heart of the management and running of the RFP process-bilaterals, clarifications with proponents. So I would prefer to take that on notice rather than provide an answer that might raise a probity issue.
	NBN
	15/12/08

	10
	ECA 37-38
	Fisher
	National Broadband Network

Mr Lyons, your department said in response, I think to Senator Birmingham that there were a variety of models that were available in terms of determining the 98 per cent and I think in passing indicated they are not particularly new. Are they on the public records somewhere, if they are not new?

…different methodologies, different data sets.

My supplementary question is:  to the extent that they are on the public record, can you please indicate what they are and where you can access them?
	NBN
	08/12/08

	11
	ECA 38
	Ludlam
	There are a number of existing groups which are funded under section 593. We can table that information.
	TNRAP
	08/12/08

	12
	ECA 46
	Minchin
	National Broadband Network funding

Can you just indicate at what point the government actually made this decision to change its method of funding of the NBN, because clearly there was a decision at some point not to rely on the sale of the Future Fund shareholding but indeed to grab a slice of the T3 second instalments? I just want to know when that decision was made, why it was made and who made it.
	NBN
	08/12/08

	13
	ECA 47
	Minchin
	Communications Fund

Just in relation to the establishment of the BAF, the government originally, I think earlier this year, brought in legislation to close the Communications Fund and then withdrew that. Is my recollection correct?

Senator Conroy—That is correct, yes.

Senator MINCHIN—So you, what—formally made a decision not to proceed down that path but to combine the establishment of the BAF with the closure of the Communications Fund? Is that correct?

Senator Conroy—Essentially, yes. I guess you could characterise it that way, yes.

Senator MINCHIN—The legislation to give effect to that policy is presumably with Finance, is it?

Senator Conroy—Yes, that is a Finance—

Senator MINCHIN—Can you give us any indication of—

Senator Conroy—I am happy to take that on notice and seek advice from Mr Tanner’s office, but I do not

have that information.
	FAB
	08/12/08

	14
	ECA 

53 & 84
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

What discussions are you aware of that have been undertaken between Mr McGauchie and the Prime Minister?

Senator Conroy:  I do not know whether a meeting that was proposed took place or not.
	NBN
	08/12/08

	15
	ECA 55-56
	Nash
	Mapping

So how long had you been working on it prior to the last estimates when we had this discussion, at which point you indicated to the committee that it was still a couple of weeks away? How long had you been working on it up until that point in time as a possibility?
	B
	12/01/09

	16
	ECA 73
	Nash
	ABG – LiSP and IPSTAR – Direct Debit Issue

Thanks. Just as a result of that, it has been raised with me that apparently there are some issues with the direct debit accounts from that previous provider. I do not know if this is something the department is aware of, but apparently people are experiencing some difficult in ceasing that direct debit. I know that is probably not technically your area, but I wondered if that was something that you were aware of and if you were giving any advice surrounding that?

If you can take that on notice and perhaps come back to the committee if it is an issue and, indeed, what people should do if they are encountering that.
	B
	08/12/08

	17
	ECA 74
	Ludlam
	ISP Filtering

Senator LUDLAM—Can you take us back to the appropriation for the filtering, which was $40 something—

Mr Rizvi—The allocation was $44.2 million over four years.

Ms Scott—Senator, would it assist you if we give you at the end some of that detail?

Senator LUDLAM—Yes, I would appreciate that.
	BC
	04/12/08

	18
	ECA 124/125
	Birmingham
	ABC-SBS Board Appointments – Consultancy

When were Ford Kelly appointed? 
	BC
	04/12/08

	19
	ECA 124/125
	Birmingham
	ABC-SBS Board Appointments – Consultancy

When was the invitation to tender made?
	BC
	04/12/08

	20
	Written
	Minchin
	National Broadband Network

The Government has previously stated that it will spend up to $4.7 billion of taxpayer money on a National Broadband Network, does this figure still represent the Government's absolute maximum contribution?
	NBN
	08/12/08

	21
	Written
	Birmingham
	Where and when is testing being conducted to ensure digital services can be properly received and distributed through high-rise apartment buildings?

Will this be subject to any independent review and, if so, what form will this take?
	DST
	04/12/08

	22
	Written
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

How much have members of the NBN Expert Panel been paid to date? What total payments to members of the Expert Panel have been budgeted for?
	NBN
	08/12/08

	23
	Written
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

What consultants have been engaged by the Department in relation to the NBN bid? How much has been paid to such consultants to date, broken down by contractor? What total payments to consultants have been budgeted for, broken down by contractor?
	NBN
	08/12/08

	24
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many permanent staff recruited since the budget estimates?

What level are these staff?
	CB
	04/12/08

	25
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many temporary positions exist or have been created since budget estimates?
	CB
	04/12/08

	26
	Written
	Birmingham
	Since budget estimates, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	CB
	04/12/08

	27
	Written
	Birmingham
	Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?

If so, where and at what level?
	FAB/ HR
	04/12/08

	28
	Written
	Birmingham
	How much has been spent on media monitoring to date this year?
	CB
	04/12/08

	29
	Written
	Birmingham
	For each Minister/Parliamentary Secretary in the portfolio, 

- how many staff based in the electorate office;

- mops classification of each staff member based in electorate office;

- duty statement of each staff member in electorate office 

- in relation to personal staff based in the electorate office, please list supporting Department of Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy for each
	CB
	04/12/08

	30
	Written
	Birmingham
	What communications programs has the Department undertaken, or are planning to undertake?

For each program, what is the total spend?
	CB
	04/12/08

	31
	Written
	Birmingham
	What is the Department’s hospitality spend YTD?

Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of all events.
	CB
	04/12/08

	32
	Written
	Birmingham
	For each Minister/Parliamentary Secretary’s office, please detail total hospitality spend YTD.

Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of each event.
	CB
	04/12/08

	33
	Written
	Birmingham
	Has the Department complied with interim requirements relating to the publication of discretionary grants?
	CB
	04/12/08

	34
	Written
	Birmingham
	Has the Minister/Parliamentary Secretary travelled overseas on official business since Budget Estimates?

If so, where was the travel and what was the duration?

What was the total cost of: 

- travel

- accommodation, and

- any other expenses?
	CB
	04/12/08

	35
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many Ministerial staff or family accompanied the Minister/Parliamentary Secretary?

For these staff/family what was the cost of: 

- travel

- accommodation, and

- any other expenses?
	CB
	04/12/08

	36
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many officers from the Department accompanied the Minister/Parliamentary Secretary? 

In relation to these Department officers, what was the total cost of:

- travel

- accommodation, and

- any other expenses?
	CB
	04/12/08

	37
	Written
	Birmingham
	Has the Department received any advice on how to respond to FOI requests?

How many FOI requests has the Department received?

How many have been granted or denied?

How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	LEG
	04/12/08

	38
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many Departmental Liaison Officers are currently allocated to each Minister/Parliamentary Secretary?

Can you rule out that they provide policy advice?
	CB
	04/12/08

	39
	Written
	Birmingham
	What was the cost of Ministers travel and expenses for the Community Cabinet meetings held since Budget Estimates?
	CB
	04/12/08

	40
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many Ministerial Staff and Department officers travelled with the Minister for the Cabinet meeting? 

What was the total cost of this travel?
	CB
	04/12/08

	41
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many Reviews are currently being undertaken in the portfolio?

When will each of these reviews be concluded?

Which Reviews have been completed since Budget Estimates?

When will the Government be responding to the respective reviews that have been completed?
	CB
	17/12/08

	42
	Written
	Birmingham
	How much is the Department spending on tendered contracts for economic research?

Is the Department planning to conduct its own additional in-house research? If so, what staffing and other resources are being allocated?
	CB
	04/12/08

	43
	Written
	Birmingham
	What action has the Minister asked ACMA or the ACCC to take in relation to the high costs of international roaming services? What actions, if any, have been taken to date?
	TNRAP
	08/12/08

	44
	Written & ECA56/57
	Birmingham
	Underserved Premises

How many homes and business premises does the Department estimate there are in Australia, broken down for each State and Territory? How many such homes and business premises are estimated to be underserved in their access to broadband, broken down for each State and Territory? What definition of underserved does the Department apply to reach these?
	B
	08/12/08

	45
	Written
	Birmingham
	Have all outstanding claims and disagreements relating to the cancelled OPEL contract been resolved? If not, what claims and disagreements remain unresolved? What legal costs have been incurred by the Government in the settlement of matters stemming from the cancellation of the OPEL contract? What compensation, if any, has been paid by the Government to parties to the OPEL contract?
	B/ LEG
	15/12/08

	46
	Written
	Birmingham
	How much are the appointees to the ABC and SBS boards Nomination Panel paid? On what basis are they paid? How many hours deliberation for each vacancy are they expected to undertake?
	BC
	04/12/08

	47
	Written
	Birmingham
	When are the current vacancies on the ABC and SBS boards expected to be filled?
	BC
	04/12/08

	48
	Written
	Birmingham
	Is the Minister or any other Minister able to nominate candidates for consideration by the Nomination Panel? If so, will the Panel be aware that such candidates have been nominated by the Minister or any other Minister?
	BC
	04/12/08

	49
	Written
	Siewert
	Does the department intend to approve the temporary exemption application sought by free to air broadcasters under section 55 of the Disability Discrimination Act?
	BC
	04/12/08

	50
	Written
	Boswell
	What if any steps have been taken to estimate the costs of the government’s response to climate change including the Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme for every department, agency and program within this portfolio?
	CB
	04/12/08

	51
	Written
	Boswell
	What are the costs and estimated costs identified (reported separately)?
	CB
	04/12/08

	52
	Written
	Boswell
	Have any costs been included in forward estimates and if so where?
	CB
	04/12/08

	53
	ECA 85
	Parry
	Telstra Complaints

Does Telstra have any obligation to report complaints that are outstanding? Is there any obligation on them, or any other private provider for that matter?
	ACMA
	11/12/08

	54
	ECA 86
	Parry
	Mobile Phone coverage

Minor rural is equal to or more than 200 but less than 2,500 people within a Telstra standard zone; and remote areas are less than 200 people or located outside a Telstra standard zone.

Senator PARRY—What is a Telstra standard zone? I can take that on notice; that is fine.
	ACMA
	11/12/08

	55
	ECA90
	Eggleston
	NewsRadio

Could you take on notice a question as to which rural communities in Western Australia have now got a NewsRadio service?
	ACMA
	11/12/08

	56
	ECA 99
	Ludlam
	Commercial free TV code of practice

The commercial free TV code of practice contains provisions which require that the commercial broadcasters cannot transmit messages or advertising which are at the threshold of recognition. That is the technical term for what you have characterised as subliminal advertising. That has been in the code for a considerable length of time. As you will be aware, we recently breached Channel 10 for breaches of those code provisions in last year’s ARIA presentations.

Senator LUDLAM—That is right. That is commercial free-to-air. What about pay TV and government owned stations, community stations?

Ms O’Loughlin—I think it is limited to free TV, but I might need to take that on notice.
	ACMA
	11/12/08

	57
	ECA 100
	Ludlam
	Frames per second

Senator LUDLAM—There is a huge diversity of people watching television. My question to you in this context is whether that is benchmarked against, for example, an adult’s threshold of awareness or a child’s.

The three frames per second is perceptible to an ordinary, reasonable adult. Are you aware of how that might relate to child viewers, for example?........

Perhaps it is more worthwhile to take something like this on notice, but could you provide us with information about where that definition of the three frames per second came from and are you aware of any research in the field on how that threshold would be different for people of different ages?
	ACMA
	11/12/08

	58
	Written
	Birmingham
	If the ACMA annual report has not yet been tabled, when will it be tabled and was any consideration given to having the annual report ready in advance of Supplementary Estimates as a courtesy?
	ACMA
	05/12/08

	59
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many permanent staff recruited since the budget estimates?

What level are these staff?
	ACMA
	05/12/08

	60
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many temporary positions exist or have been created since budget estimates?
	ACMA
	05/12/08

	61
	Written
	Birmingham
	Since budget estimates, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	ACMA
	05/12/08

	62
	Written
	Birmingham
	Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?

If so, where and at what level?
	ACMA
	05/12/08

	63
	Written
	Birmingham
	What discussions has the ACMA had with the Razor Gang Mk II?

Has the Razor Gang indicated any cuts/savings to be made by the ACMA?
	ACMA
	05/12/08

	64
	Written
	Birmingham
	What special accounts does the ACMA currently hold? How much is in these accounts?

Does the ACMA use the interest from these funds to fund ongoing operations?

Has the Razor Gang Mark II given any indication about the future of these special accounts?
	ACMA
	05/12/08

	65
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many programs were underspent in 07-08 financial year?
	ACMA
	05/12/08

	66
	Written
	Birmingham
	What requests have been made to roll-over underspends to 2008-09?

Were these requests successful?
	ACMA
	05/12/08

	67
	Written
	Birmingham
	How much has been spent on media monitoring to date this year?
	ACMA
	05/12/08

	68
	Written
	Birmingham
	What communications programs has the ACMA undertaken, or are planning to undertake?

For each program, what is the total spend?

Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of each event.
	ACMA
	05/12/08

	69
	Written
	Birmingham
	Has the ACMA received any advice on how to respond to FOI requests?

How many FOI requests has the ACMA received?

How many have been granted or denied?

How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	ACMA
	05/12/08

	70
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many Reviews are currently being undertaken in the ACMA?

When will each of these reviews be concluded?

Which Reviews have been completed since Budget Estimates?

When will the Government be responding to the respective reviews that have been completed?
	ACMA
	05/12/08

	71
	Written
	Birmingham
	Has ACMA fully implemented recommendations made in the Australian National Audit Office’s Audit Report No. 46 2007-08 into the Regulation of Commercial Broadcasting?

If not, why not, and does ACMA intend to fully implement these recommendations? If so, when is the implementation of these recommendations expected to be complete?
	ACMA
	05/12/08

	72
	Written
	Birmingham
	What processes are being undertaken to determine how unallocated spectrum will be allocated, particularly in relation to the spectrum commonly referred to as Channel A and Channel B, and when are they expected to be completed?

What opportunities for public and industry consultation exist as part of these processes?

Is the Government budgeting for any revenue from the allocation and/or sale of unallocated spectrum? If so, what revenues are expected and when?
	ACMA
	11/12/08

	73
	Written
	Birmingham
	Has the design and promotional material for the Digital Switchover Taskforce labelling scheme been finalised? 
Does this include a specific logo? If so, what is the cost for the design of the logo? What is the cost of the preparation of other materials associated with the scheme?

What is the “take up” of the logo or other labelling by the industry?

What promotional activities to support consumer awareness of the labelling scheme and/or logo will be undertaken, when and at what cost?
	ACMA
	11/12/08

	74
	Written
	Birmingham
	Has/will the Government be providing any practical or financial support, through the Digital Switchover Taskforce or any other means, to the Freeview campaign of free-to-air commercial television networks? If so, in what form is support being provided and at what cost?
	ACMA
	11/12/08

	75
	Written
	Birmingham
	Has ACMA given consideration to the increase in complaints to the Telecommunications Industry Ombudsman?

What proportion of complaints relate to the provision of premium mobile services and SMS subscription services?

What progress has been made in the development of industry standards in these areas?
	ACMA
	11/12/08

	76
	Written
	Birmingham
	Have discussions with industry players been finalised in relation to the issue of fax spamming and, if so, what actions are being taken as a result?
	ACMA
	11/12/08

	77
	Written
	Birmingham
	Has ACMA finalised an agreement with the United Kingdom hotline operated by the Internet Watch Foundation that will allow sharing of blacklisted websites? From what date is any agreement taking effect?
	ACMA
	20/02/09

	78
	Written
	Birmingham
	Are any reviews or changes to television or radio broadcasting license areas as currently defined by ACMA under the Broadcasting Services Act planned or expected as a result of the switchover to digital broadcasting? If so, what changes or potential changes and on what timelines?
	ACMA
	11/12/08

	79
	Written
	Birmingham
	Are there any regular reviews of broadcasting license areas? If so, when were the last such reviews undertaken? Has there been any review of the license area boundaries on the Eyre Peninsula in South Australia? If so, when? On what rationale are towns such as Kimba, Karanda and Buckleboo excluded from receiving broadcasts in the Spencer Gulf TV1 license area?
	ACMA
	11/12/08

	80
	Written
	Birmingham
	When are the live tests of clean feed and blacklisting filtering on ISPs expected to be commenced and completed? How many ISPs will be involved, servicing how many customers? Will customers be able to opt-in or opt-out of participating in the trial? How are the ISPs being selected? How many sites will be filtered by the trials? When is the mandatory ISP filtering promised by the Government expected to commence? What other stages between the trials and commencement of mandatory filtering will there be?
	ACMA
	05/12/08

	81
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many six monthly reports on the broadcast of programs on the anti-siphoning list were prepared by ACMA and provided to the Minister prior to the cessation of this reporting framework by the current Minister? Were any of these reports or collations thereof made public? Was it ever intended that any of these reports or collations thereof be made public? What were the findings of the latest reports? 
	ACMA
	11/12/08

	82
	Written
	Birmingham
	For the last 12 months of available records:

How many programs or events on the anti-siphoning list were broadcast live? 
How many were not broadcast at all (please detail what programs or events)? 
How many hours of programs or events on the anti-siphoning list were broadcast live?

How many hours were not broadcast at all (please detail what programs or events)?
	ACMA
	11/12/08

	83
	Written
	Birmingham
	What process will the Government follow for the review of the anti-siphoning list next year?
	ACMA
	11/12/08

	84
	ECA 104
	Abetz
	Use of ‘so-called war on terror’ in ABC News and Current Affairs

Does the ABC have view about using the phrase ‘so called war on terror’? This phrase was heard in the Radio National News at 8am on 20 October 2008.
	ABC
	04/12/08

	85
	ECA 106/107
	Abetz
	ABC TV Program Q&A

How do you recruit the studio audience for Q&A? Can you go through every specific way that you try to get people into your audience. Can you let me know what groups have been contacted in relation to this.
	ABC
	12/01/09

	86
	ECA 108
	Abetz
	Senate Budget Estimates Question No 55

Does the ABC acknowledge that Mr Lachlan Harris blocked the path of an ABC cameraperson from being allowed into the ABC radio studio?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	87
	ECA 108
	Abetz
	Senator ABETZ—I want to ask, in relation to question 56, Mr Scott, about your involvement with this Lachlan Harris incident.

Mr Scott—Yes.

Senator ABETZ—You said:

The issue was discussed with the Managing Director shortly after the incident ...

Mr Scott—Yes.

Senator ABETZ—What does ‘shortly after’ mean? Was it on the same day?

Mr Scott—No, I do not think it was.

Senator ABETZ—Can you get me the exact date, please?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	88
	ECA 109
	Abetz
	Senate Budget Estimates Question No 52 - The 7.30 Report  5 June 2007

Was the ABC Journalist been taken off reporting on forestry issues prior to her departure from the ABC?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	89
	ECA 114
	Eggleston
	Radio National Audiences

Can you provide me with Radio National audience figures as a percentage of total ABC Radio audience figures? 
	ABC
	04/12/08

	90
	ECA 114
	Minchin
	ABC Radio National program The Religion Report

Can the ABC give the Committee a fact sheet about the reasons for discontinuing The Religion Report?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	91
	ECA 115
	Birmingham
	Suspension of ABC Journalist

When was the last time the ABC suspended a journalist or on-air personality?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	92
	Written
	Abetz
	ABC – RE Peter Lloyd

What costs were incurred by the ABC in providing legal and other support to Peter Lloyd in Singapore?

Was Peter Lloyd on holiday at the time of his apprehension by Singaporean authorities?

Is it normal practice for the ABC to provide legal and other support to employees apprehended in foreign countries whilst on holiday?

If not, why was this assistance provided?

What was the cost incurred by the ABC associated with legal representation and the like in relation to Mr Lloyd’s apprehension?
	ABC
	15/12/08

	93
	Written
	Abetz
	At the conclusion of each episode of Q & A could the ABC please list which of the invited panellists who were given the final comment?

Please provide the nominated voting preference of the audience for each episode of Q&A subsequent to 3 July 2008.
	ABC
	29/01/09

	94
	Written
	Birmingham
	If the ABC annual report has not yet been tabled, when will it be tabled and was any consideration given to having the annual report ready in advance of Supplementary Estimates as a courtesy?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	95
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many permanent staff recruited since the budget estimates?

What level are these staff?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	96
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many temporary positions exist or have been created since budget estimates?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	97
	Written
	Birmingham
	Since budget estimates, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	ABC
	15/12/08

	98
	Written
	Birmingham
	Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?

If so, where and at what level?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	99
	Written
	Birmingham
	What discussions has the ABC had with the Razor Gang Mk II?

Has the Razor Gang indicated any cuts/savings to be made by the ABC?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	100
	Written
	Birmingham
	What special accounts does the ABC currently hold? How much is in these accounts?

Does the ABC use the interest from these funds to fund ongoing operations?

Has the Razor Gang Mark II given any indication about the future of these special accounts?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	101
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many programs were underspent in 07-08 financial year?

What requests have been made to roll-over underspends to 2008-09?

Were these requests successful?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	102
	Written
	Birmingham
	How much has been spent on media monitoring to date this year?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	103
	Written
	Birmingham
	What communications programs has the ABC undertaken, or are planning to undertake?

For each program, what is the total spend?

Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of each event.
	ABC
	15/12/08

	104
	Written
	Birmingham
	Has the ABC received any advice on how to respond to FOI requests?

How many FOI requests has the ABC received?

How many have been granted or denied?

How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	105
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many Reviews are currently being undertaken in the ABC?

When will each of these reviews be concluded?

Which Reviews have been completed since Budget Estimates?

When will the Government be responding to the respective reviews that have been completed?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	106
	Written
	Birmingham
	Has the ABC compared its sources of non-government revenue with those of other public broadcasters around the world?

Are reports that the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) generates more than 15 per cent from commercial ventures, compared with just 2 per cent for the ABC, accurate?

If such disparity in revenue streams exists, in what areas do other public broadcasters – particularly the BBC – pursue commercial ventures beyond those of the BBC?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	107
	Written
	Birmingham
	What changes to the process of programming changes, including to the associated communication strategy with staff and audience, will be made, following the concerns recently expressed at the decision to discontinue the Religion Report and other Radio National programs?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	108
	Written
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Please provide details of what free to air time on both TV and radio that the ABC dedicates to "community" announcements including, if possible, the frequency and nature of such announcements.
	ABC
	04/12/08

	109
	Written
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Reference is made to a Grievance Debate in the House of Representatives on 16 June 2008 by Mr Don Randall (p.134 Hansard). In the concluding paragraph, Mr Randall refers to an assurance by Mr Scott of a follow-up story. Please provide details of when the follow-up story was put to air by the ABC. If no follow-up story was put to air, please provide an explanation as to why this did not occur.
	ABC
	29/01/09

	110
	Written
	Fierravanti-Wells
	In relation to the decision by the ABC to cut the Religious Report, please provide an explanation as to the background for this occurring including:

- who made the decision to axe the program

- when was such a decision made

- was this matter considered by the ABC Board prior to the decision to axe the program
	ABC
	04/12/08

	111
	Written
	Fierravanti-Wells
	What is the current budgeted amount for legal costs? Please provide details as to the basis and procedures undertaken in assessing the likely legal budget required.
	ABC
	04/12/08

	112
	Written
	Fierravanti-Wells
	What contingent liabilities does the ABC have regarding legal matters?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	113
	Written
	Fierravanti-Wells
	What work has been undertaken at the ABC, including by ABC management and the ABC Board, regarding any merger with SBS. Please provide details of the same including the date when such work was first commenced and the anticipated savings that such a merger could achieve. Please provide a copy of any such work.
	ABC
	29/01/09 + 1 attach't

	114
	Written
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Further to comments in the Age of 21 October 2008 by Mr Scott “We have tried a number of different things to try and ensure that we have all the viewpoints represented in the audience and I think we have”. Please provide details about these “different things” including:

- Listing of all approaches made to different individuals and organizations;

- The dates of such approaches

- Any response to such approaches

- A listing of all acceptances

- A listing of all refusals, including any reasons for refusal
	ABC
	29/01/09

	115
	Written
	Ludlum
	Funding

Is the funding from culling Radio National's excellent innovative programming being reallocated to online programme needs? 
	ABC
	04/12/08

	116
	Written
	Ludlam
	How will the automation of TV studios affect program-making?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	117
	Written
	Ludlam
	How much in-house TV documentary production is undertaken at the ABC?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	118
	Written
	Ludlam
	How much in-house TV drama production is undertaken at the ABC? 
	ABC
	04/12/08

	119
	Written
	Ludlam
	What is the monetary value of ABC funding in the Triennial funding request?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	120
	Written
	Ludlam
	Can you describe how the decisions were made to axe the radio national programmes which were announced last week? 
	ABC
	04/12/08

	121
	Written
	Ludlam
	Clearly ABC Radio National wants to develop its online profile - but would you agree that you have cut many of the distinctive programs that draw the online audience [for podcasts and transcripts] in the first place?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	122
	Written
	Ludlam
	The ABC constantly refers to Radio National as the 'jewel in the crown' of public broadcasting. Has the ABC made the case to the Government for a substantial boost in funding so that specialty programming does not need to be cut in order to increase the online profile of the ABC?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	123
	Written
	Ludlam
	Outsourcing

Can you provide us with an overview of how you are approaching the outsourcing of production at the ABC?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	124
	Written
	Ludlam
	Which program genres are most affected by outsourcing policies?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	125
	Written
	Ludlam
	How will jobs cuts of 35 people impact on in-house ABC TV production given the level of experience and skills of the people leaving?

Will the same level of output and the same innovation be expected with 35 less staff?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	126
	Written
	Ludlam
	Advertising

The ABC's non-commercial nature is an important component of the respect it has earned as a truly independent voice. There has been speculation about the ABC considering advertising. Can you outline the state of this policy within the ABC?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	127
	Written
	Ludlam
	How many contracts have been signed with host websites where advertising will be wrapped around ABC content?
	ABC
	15/12/08

	128
	Written
	Ludlam
	What advertising revenues will be gained from these contracts?
	ABC
	15/12/08

	129
	Written
	Ludlam
	How important is advertising revenue to the ABC now, in the context of the Corporation's overall budget?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	130
	Written
	Ludlam
	Religion Reporting

I refer to the recent decision to cut nine specialty programmes from the Radio National schedule.

ABC's Managing Director Mr Scott has announced that there will be more religion than ever on the ABC next year including on ABC-TV in prime time. Can you define what this means, and whether these religion programs will be made by the 60-year-old specialist religion department?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	131
	Written
	Ludlam
	Can you outline where the directive to cut the specialist programs came from?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	132
	Written
	Ludlam
	Was the Managing Director consulted before this decision was taken?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	133
	Written
	Ludlam
	Was the ABC Board consulted before this decision was taken?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	134
	Written
	Ludlam
	How would you describe the response from the public to news that TRR has been axed? Have you been moved to reconsider the decision to axe TRR?
	ABC
	04/12/08

	135
	Written
	Birmingham
	If the SBS annual report has not yet been Tabled, when will it be Tabled and was any consideration given to having the annual report ready in advance of Supplementary Estimates as a courtesy?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	136
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many permanent staff recruited since the budget estimates?

What level are these staff?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	137
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many temporary positions exist or have been created since budget estimates?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	138
	Written
	Birmingham
	Since budget estimates, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	139
	Written
	Birmingham
	Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?

If so, where and at what level?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	140
	Written
	Birmingham
	What discussions has the SBS had with the Razor Gang Mk II?

Has the Razor Gang indicated any cuts/savings to be made by the SBS?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	141
	Written
	Birmingham
	What special accounts does the SBS currently hold? How much is in these accounts?

Does the SBS use the interest from these funds to fund ongoing operations?

Has the Razor Gang Mark II given any indication about the future of these special accounts?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	142
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many programs were underspent in 07‑08 financial year?

What requests have been made to roll-over underspends to 2008-09?

Were these requests successful?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	143
	Written
	Birmingham
	How much has been spent on media monitoring to date this year?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	144
	Written
	Birmingham
	What communications programs has the SBS undertaken, or are planning to undertake?

For each program, what is the total spend?

Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of each event.
	SBS
	04/12/08

	145
	Written
	Birmingham
	Has the SBS received any advice on how to respond to FOI requests?

How many FOI requests has the SBS received?

How many have been granted or denied?

How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	146
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many Reviews are currently being undertaken in the SBS?

When will each of these reviews be concluded?

Which Reviews have been completed since Budget Estimates?

When will the Government be responding to the respective reviews that have been completed?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	147
	Written
	Birmingham
	What proportion of airtime on SBS TV is dedicated to foreign language (non-English language) programming?

How has this changed over the last ten years?
	SBS
	29/01/09

	148
	Written
	Birmingham
	What proportion of airtime on SBS TV is dedicated to programs in each of the following segments: news/current affairs, sport, comedy, documentaries, movies, drama and other?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	149
	Written
	Birmingham
	How has the English language/non-English language component in each of these programming segments varied over the last ten years?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	150
	Written
	Birmingham
	What proportion of current English language programming would SBS consider is related to indigenous cultural issues?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	151
	Written
	Birmingham
	Of which language programs has spot monitoring for radio content taken place this year?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	152
	Written
	Birmingham
	What, if any, breaches of editorial standards or other guidelines were identified?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	153
	Written
	Birmingham
	What spot monitoring is planned or forecast over the rest of the financial year?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	154
	Written
	Fierravanti-Wells
	Please provide details of what free to air time on both TV and radio that SBS dedicates to "community" announcements including, if possible, the frequency and nature of such announcements.
	SBS
	04/12/08

	155
	Written
	Fierravanti
	What component of the SBS budget is currently allocated to radio programs?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	156
	Written
	Fierravanti
	In relation to SBS Radio, please provide a weekly schedule of programs, including details of the nature of the programs for each of those time slots.
	SBS
	04/12/08

	157
	Written
	Fierravanti
	What is the current budgeted amount for legal costs? Please provide details as to the basis and procedures undertaken in assessing the likely legal budget required.
	SBS
	04/12/08

	158
	Written
	Fierravanti
	What contingent liabilities does the SBS have regarding legal matters?
	SBS
	04/12/08

	159
	Written
	Fierravanti
	What work has been undertaken at the SBS, including by SBS management and the SBS Board, regarding any merger with the ABC. Please provide details of the same including the date when such work was first commenced and the anticipated savings that such a merger could achieve. Please provide a copy of any such work.
	SBS
	04/12/08
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