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Question: 202
Topic:  One-off 2 per cent efficiency dividend
Senator Birmingham asked:

Did the department seek an exemption from the application of the one-off two per cent efficiency dividend?
If so, why did the Department feel it needed to apply for this exemption, to whom did it apply and was the exemption granted?
Answer:
No.










Question: 203

Topic:  Application of the efficiency dividend
Senator Birmingham asked:

If the efficiency dividend applies, how will the Department manage the funding cut and what, if any, programs will be cut to accommodate it?  Can the Department outline the source [e.g. the Minister, the Department of Finance and Deregulation] of any suggested savings measures?

Answer:

The changes in funding as a consequence of the 2008-09 Budget have been taken into account as part of the Department’s internal budget setting process.  In setting budgets, the Department and its managers look at staffing profiles, efficiencies in service delivery and discretionary expenditure where the savings can be made. Savings will be made across a range of areas, including from streamlining of processes and travel.
No programs have been cut as a result of the efficiency dividend.











Question: 204

Topic:  Operating loss and the application of the efficiency dividend
Senator Birmingham asked:

Is the Department budgeting for an operating loss and, if so, is it because of the application of the efficiency dividend?
Answer:

The Department is not budgeting for an operating loss in 2008-09.  However, the previous Government, did approve an operating loss in 2007-08, this is shown at page 48 of the Broadband, Communications and Digital Economy Portfolio Additional Estimates Statements for 2007-08.  This budgeted loss did not relate to the application of the efficiency dividend.

Outcome 1, Output 1.1






Question: 205

Topic:  Requests for Financial Management and Accountability Regulation 10 Authority
Senator Birmingham asked:

Has the Department made in the last six months any request, in accordance with the Financial Management and Accountability Act, for Regulation 10 Authority from the Finance Minister?  If so, why was this authority sought?
Answer:

In the last six months, the Minister sought authorisation under Regulation 10 for the following expenditure:

· Commonwealth to provide an indemnity to the non-Commonwealth members of the Panel of Experts for the National Broadband Network 

This authority was sought to reassure non-Commonwealth members that they would be indemnified against any litigation that should arise in the course of fulfilling their duties as Panel members.











Question: 206

Topic:  Approval of grants by the Minister
Senator Birmingham asked:

What grants have been approved by Ministers from within their portfolio?
Answer:

In the period 3 December 2007 to 30 June 2008, the Minister for Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy approved the following grants:
	PROGRAM
	AMOUNT*
	RECIPIENT

	Television Black Spots – Alternative Technical Solutions
	Up to $0.300m
	Shire of Yarra Ranges – Kalorama North

	Television Black Spots – Alternative Technical Solutions
	Up to $0.300m
	Shire of Yarra Ranges – Kalorama South

	Television Black Spots – Alternative Technical Solutions
	Up to $0.060m
	Broadcast Australia – Wye River

	Telecommunications Consumer Representation and Research Grants
	$0.040m
	La Trobe University

	Telecommunications Consumer Representation and Research Grants
	$0.049m
	Griffith University

	Telecommunications Consumer Representation and Research Grants
	$0.087m
	Consumers’ Telecommunications Network

	National Transmission Network Residual Funding Pool
	$0.426m
	RPH Australia Co-operative Limited (Radio for the Print Handicapped)

	Telecommunications Action Plan for Remote Indigenous Communities
	$0.005m
	Telstra


* plus GST
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