Senate Standing Committee on the Environment, Communications and the Arts 

2008-09 Budget Estimates — 26 & 27 May 2008 
Questions on Notice 

Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy

	Qon No.
	Hansard ref.
	Senator
	Question
	Division / Agency
	Date Rec'd

	1
	ECA5
	Ronaldson
	Traralgon Post Office

Have you through contractors or anyone else, sought other real estate opportunities for purchase or lease in the Traralgon area?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	2
	ECA 8
	Ronaldson
	Traralgon Post Office Media Releases 

What press was there on 9 and 20 May that led you, on 19 May, to have this discussion about putting something else up?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	3
	ECA10
	Abetz
	Licensee Advisory Council/ASIC’s Request For Audit of Nil Return

Can we have a copy of that?

Mr McCloskey: A copy of the return?

Yes.
	Australia Post
	18/08/08 + 1 attach't

	4
	ECA 10
	Abetz
	Licensee Advisory Council Funding

So is it accounted for as a separate item in the Australia Post annual report?  

Take that on notice if you do not know.
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	5
	ECA11
	Abetz
	Petrol prices

Can I ask Australia Post how many contractors have resigned their mail contract because of petrol prices?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	6
	ECA 11
	Abetz
	Delivery Standards for PO Box Mail

Are there instances in metropolitan, suburban and large regional centres where the delivery standard for PO Box mail is after 9am?

Mr Newman: I would have to take that on notice.  It is possible that could occur in outlying suburbs but that is always dependent on the way the transport evolves.

If that occurs, could you name the centres where that does occur?

Is preference given to the delivery of mail to corporate post offices for the PO Boxes over mail for LPOs?

Mr Newman: It is a different arrangement.  I can only generalise but, firstly, corporate offices are on the standard transport internal delivery runs.  We service our corporate post offices with our corporate fleet.  To some 7degree, that also applies to licensees.  I understand there are some licensees who require earlier access to the mail and make their own arrangements.  However, the extent of that and where that occurs I would have to take that on notice.
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	7
	ECA12
	Abetz
	Storage of Parcels in Retail Outlets
So you are aware of the problem?  Take it on notice and provide me with a detailed answer as to what procedure Australia Post has put in place to make secure the parcels which are being stored in the public space of a post office.
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	8
	ECA 13
	Abetz
	Dog Attacks

Dog attacks on posties.  You undoubtedly have a procedure following a dog attack.  Could you table that for us?

Also, please provide to us a list of the sorts of injuries posties or contractors have suffered as a result of dog attacks.
	Australia Post
	18/08/08 + 1 attach't

	9
	ECA 13
	Abetz
	Dog Attacks (contd)

Have there been incidents where a dog has been destroyed after an attack?

What support, if any, is offered by Australia Post to delivery contractors who may be attacked by a dog – that is, those who are not direct employees of Australia Post but contractors?

Finally, is a contractor obliged to enter a property for delivery purposes if the property is known to be the home of a dog?  
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	10
	ECA 13/14
	Parry
	Licensed Post Office Customer Lists

Would there be line managers or supervisors who would have lists of all the LPO customers?

Where would LPO customer lists be based or housed apart from the actual LPO?

Ms Button: I will confirm this but we would know which account customers lodged at the LPOs.  We would not know about consumers.  Business customers have a choice as to where they can lodge their mail and conduct their business and often they choose to do that across a range of outlets.  We would know that range of outlets because that would be within their contract.

Would there be any collective database at headquarters.  Would there be something that would indicate who the corporate customers or who the account customers are at LPOs.

When you do take that on notice, could you provide details as to who has access to that information and whether it would be breaching any corporate guidelines or would be an offence to pass that information to any corporate manager?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	11
	ECA 15
	Birmingham
	Sale of non-Australia Post products in Licensed Post Offices

Do you have an estimate as to how many stand-alone outlets are approved to sell non-Australia Post merchandise or products?


	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	12
	ECA 16
	Birmingham
	Complaints to Customer Contact Centres

How many inquiries per year does Australia Post receive through its centralised complaint hotline number?

Could you perhaps break those down into categories that you may use internally for your own self-assessment of complaints, particularly relating to lost mail or other factors?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	13
	ECA 16/17
	Birmingham 

Parry

Birmingham
	Passport Applications/Passports

How many passport applications does Australia Post process annually?  

If you could provide those numbers for each of the last three financial years.

How many passports have gone missing through Australia Post this financial year?

Could you place that in the answer to the question of Senator Birmingham – just what the process of reporting each missing passport is?

If you could provide any data you have on those average turnaround times (for processing applications) that would be appreciated please. 
	Australia Post
	29/09/08

	14
	ECA 17
	Birmingham
	Delivery of Retail Services 

Are there other post offices or other delivery services within a region subject to a similar review process (as Traralgon)?
	Australia Post
	13/08/08

	15
	ECA 17
	Birmingham
	2006/2007 Retail Network Changes 

Can you identify which were those 12 (LPOs) that closed?

And whether replacement facilities were opened in nearby areas?

When you identify those 12 closures, could you identify the nearest services available to them?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	16
	ECA 18
	Birmingham
	2007/2008 Retail Network Changes

Are these sites that have already closed?  

Mr McCloskey: Yes, these are changes since 30 June last year to the end of March.  At the same time we have had 11 openings: four new licensees and seven new community postal agents.  So we have had a net decline of two in the national network in the nine months to 31 March 2008.

Similarly, could you identify those sites and the nearest available services to those sites?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	17
	ECA 19
	Lundy
	New Western Delivery Centre, VIC 

You mentioned four new full-time positions and four part time positions.  Are the four new part time positions the ones I referenced with respect to the four people on the four hour shifts?

Ms Walsh: I understand that three of them relate to those outstationing positions, but I can take that on notice. 
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	18
	ECA 19
	Lundy
	New Western Delivery Centre, VIC (contd) 

Has the local community been consulted about these changes, including the new employment pattern for their posties?

Ms Walsh: My understanding is that community consultation has taken place, but I can take that on notice and provide you with more details of when that took place.  Certainly, the local members’ offices have been fully briefed on what is to occur and on the impact on their constituents.  The consultation with staff has been extensive over this period in ensuring that the transfer for them is a positive experience, and we certainly think that the new facility will provide a much better workplace for the employees involved.
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	19
	ECA 21
	Macdonald
	Capital Expenditure

You can refer me, perhaps on notice, to the particular parts of your budget where I would see all this, but in round terms you have told me you had $500 million in reserves, and you just said you would spend $250 million in capital this year – projected.

Mr Tenace: About $280 million this year.
	Australia Post
	13/08/08

	20
	ECA 23
	Macdonald
	Dividends

Could you on notice give me quick advice of what those out-year ordinary dividends are anticipated in the budget?
	Australia Post
	13/08/08

	21
	ECA 23
	Macdonald
	Staff/Mail Sorting in Torres Strait Islands

Do you have employees in the Torres Strait Islands?

Can anyone tell me where you do your central mail sorting for the Torres Strait Islands? Is it out of Thursday Island or out of Cairns, Brisbane or Canberra?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	22
	ECA 24
	Macdonald
	Executive Remuneration in Financial Operating Plan

What does it show?  What are you anticipating you might have to pay these top people?  Is there an increase?
	Australia Post
	16/07/08

	23
	ECA 24
	Macdonald
	Executive Remuneration in Financial Operating Plan (contd)

Okay and you would be able to have a look and see what rise or, hopefully what fall you are anticipating in the next 12 months?
	Australia Post
	16/07/08

	24
	ECA 28
	Fifield
	Mail Trays

Who currently supplies Australia Post with its plastic mail trays?  

Are you planning on tendering for it (the contract)?

Are you able to say when the last tender took place for the provision of those mail trays?

One of the concerns of the company in question is that departmental officials, in not being seen to give preference to Australian companies, may have gone the other way in order to demonstrate that they were not giving preference to Australian companies.

Mr McCloskey: I do not think that would have been the case.  I am certainly happy to look into the circumstances of the tender and provide relevant information on notice.

Yes, I would appreciate it being taken on notice as to when the last tender was called, how many tenderers there were for that contract and if there were any non-price or non-quality criteria in the awarding of the contract to the Malaysian firm that would be very helpful.

Also, you may know – if you do not take it on notice – when the next tender is going to be called.
	Australia Post
	25/08/08

	25
	ECA 31
	Wortley
	Mail Contract Tenders With Labour Rate Below Minimum Wage

Are you able to provide us with details where that has occurred?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	26
	ECA 31
	Wortley
	Mail Contract Tenders With Labour Rate Below Minimum Wage (contd)

We are specifically referring to where Australia Post accepted a tender. 

Mr Newman: Where there is a successful tender that is less than the labour rate or less than the reasonable assessed cost whatever it might be?

Yes.
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	27
	ECA 31/32
	Wortley
	Contractor Familiarisation Process

Can you explain briefly what is covered during that familiarisation process?

So in this optional familiarisation process, are the tenderer’s operating costs or labour costs met or is it basically up to the tenderer?

Mr Newman: As far as I know, no, but I would need to confirm that.

If there are any costs to the outgoing contractor during the familiarisation period for the new contractor, does Australia Post reimburse the outgoing contractor?

Mr Newman: Not as far as I know.  I would like to confirm that on notice.

Specifically regarding the outgoing contractor, would you be able to look into that and provide it on notice as to whether or not outgoing contractors are reimbursed for any – 

Mr Newman: I will confirm that.  As I said, my initial response to that is no, they are not, but I will confirm that.
	Australia Post
	16/07/08

	28
	ECA 32
	Wortley
	Staff Dedicated to Managing Licensed Post Offices

Can you provide details in a state by state breakdown?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	29
	ECA 32
	Wortley
	Retail Network Changes

Can you provide a list of the corporate post offices that have been converted to licensed post offices and the corporate post offices that have been converted to franchise post shops, and licensed post offices converted to franchise post shop operations?
Ms Button: For this last financial year?

Yes, if you can get the previous year as well.  Also, on the issue of post offices that were closed, I think you said there were 12?  There are some issues as to whether there were 12 or 13.

Mr McCloskey: I think, in the evidence I gave earlier, for the current financial year up until the end of March, there were a total of 13 closures spread across business centres, licensed post offices and, in the main, community postal agents.  That was balanced by 11 openings in the same period.

A decrease of two.  Can you provide a metro/rural breakdown for that?  If you could provide us with a list of them, then we would be able to work that out.
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	30
	ECA 34
	Parry
	Senator PARRY—What are the parameters then that kick in as to whether that is going to be a postal delivery service or an area where a community will attend to a central point, being either an agent or an LPO?

Mr Newman—Do you mean the smaller communities where they have a licensee and whether they have a street delivery or not a street delivery?

Senator PARRY—Yes.

Mr Newman—There are policies guiding that and it has to do with population and distance, which I will probably have a little bit of difficulty reciting verbatim today but I could provide that for you.
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	31
	ECA 35/36
	Parry
	Delivery Services

Does Australia Post have many submissions or applications for consideration of a full-time delivery service?

When was the last time a new street delivery service was implemented by Australia Post?

With the answer on notice, could you also provide those who have applied and been granted compared to those who have been rejected?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	32
	ECA 36
	Parry
	Delivery Services (contd)

Mr McCloskey: Those where an active majority have not supported it and therefore we have not changed the – 

Earlier you indicated that there were some parameters required for communities to be eligible.  There might be communities asking but you are saying “No, you can’t because you don’t meet this other criteria”.

Could we have a list of those applications?

Could we have the last five years?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	33
	ECA 36
	Webber
	Mail Deliveries to Marble Bar

The normal mail run is from Newman to Nullagine and then on to Marble Bar and it has been suggested that perhaps a more efficient way of organising this would be for their mail service to come through Port Hedland.  

Could you have a look at that?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	34
	ECA 37
	Birmingham
	Media-Related Activities

How much has been spent on media monitoring to date this year?

How many employees are engaged in positions responsible for public affairs, media management, liaison with the media and media monitoring?

Could you provide some clarity as to exactly how many you have in those sections and their APS equivalent classifications, please?

Thank you, also the operating budget for the media-related sections of the agency, please?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	35
	ECA 38
	Birmingham
	FOI Applications

How many FOI requests has Australia Post received? 

Mr McCloskey: In the year to 30 June 2007, we had a total of 61 FOI requests.

To date this year?

How many of those 61 were granted or denied?

Mr McCloskey: Granted in full 19; granted in part 17; access refused 15; and withdrawn 10.

Could you provide that same breakdown for those to date this financial year?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	36
	Written
	Abetz
	How many prospective Licensees were declined assignment:

· In 2007

· In 2008 (to date)

How many prospective Licensees were approved?

The LPO Network is one of Australia Post’s best assets – does Australia Post have any plans to extend it by converting further Corporate Post Offices to LPOs?  Does Australia Post have any specific plans for the LPO network in the future?   Does Australia Post have any plans to hire any consultants to look at any aspects of the LPO network, or does it currently have consultants working on any aspect of the LPO network?  

In a previous Senate Estimates question, AP replied that their managers had undertaken a small business course and have received training in the LPO Agreement.  Would AP please specify what this means and confirm that all incoming managers and staff dealing with LPO matters have also received specific relevant and adequate training

Where AP managers are dealing with LPOs, what training are they given in the Franchising Code of Conduct?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	37
	Written
	Abetz
	In the trial in NSW of street addressed mail being sent to private boxes, what means has Australia Post used to inform customers of this trial and how is Australia Post encouraging customers to use their private box address instead of their street address for delivery of mail?

Where a customer objects to this unofficial redirection of mail, what steps is Australia Post taking to satisfy the customer?

What savings are there to Australia Post in using private box addresses for delivery of mail instead of street addresses?

Where Licensees and Mail Contractors are involved in this trial, what payment do they receive for the time-consuming work involved?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	38
	Written
	Abetz
	Have any Franchised Postshops changed hands since implementation?

Does Australia Post have plans to extend the Franchised Postshop network, or will it consolidate the ones it currently has?

Please provide a list of Franchised Postshops including the States in which they are situated
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	39
	Written
	Abetz
	Is Australia Post experiencing difficulty recruiting and keeping delivery staff in WA and other mining areas?

If so, how is Australia Post dealing with it?
	Australia Post
	16/07/08

	40
	Written
	Abetz
	In how many instances during 07/08 has Australia Post not accepted the lowest tender for a mail contract?

When a Contractor resigns their contract mid-term, does Australia Post perform any “exit survey”?

Has Australia Post observed any trends relating to contracts being resigned mid-term?
	Australia Post
	16/07/08

	41
	Written
	Abetz
	What measures has AP taken to be proactive with respect to eliminating bullying practices, especially since most bullying goes unreported?

Has AP’s whistleblower hotline received any calls during the past year?  Were there any outcomes from those calls?

What proactive measures is Australia Post taking to:

· Train managers in “fair treatment,” not bullying

· Provide counselling or retraining to its managers accused of bullying

Does Australia Post have any system in place to monitor any allegations of bullying?

If a Licensee or Contractor were to make a complaint about bullying by an Australia Post staff member, to whom would they address their complaint?

What is the procedure for a Licensee or Contractor for complaints about bullying behaviour if it is their immediate manager at Australia Post who is the bully?

What comfort can Australia Post give that there will be no repercussions if a Licensee or Mail Contractor makes a complaint about bullying behaviour?
	Australia Post
	13/08/08

	42
	Written
	Abetz
	Will Australia Post own or lease its new headquarters?

· If leased, what will be the period of the lease?

· What will be the annual rent?

When will the move take place? 

How long will it take to move? 

What is the anticipated cost of the move? 

What impact will the move have on the operating costs of headquarters?

Was Australia Post’s Corporate Social Responsibility and Sustainability Unit involved in the decision-making process?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	43
	Written
	Lundy
	Right of Entry

On 2 July 2004, Australia Post was successful in their application to revoke “the Permit to Visit & Inspect Workplaces” of Joan Doyle, the Victorian Branch Secretary of the CEPU Postal and Telecommunications Branch.  What people resources both internal and external did Australia Post use in this matter? What was the cost in total to Australia Post?

On 2 July 2004, Joan Doyle applied for a new Permit.  Australia Post opposed the granting of a Permit but a Permit was granted after a hearing and by a Determination on 16 March 2005. What people resources both internal and external did Australia Post use in this matter?  What was the cost in total to Australia Post?

On 13 March 2008, Joan Doyle applied for a new Permit upon the expiry of her three-year Permit.  Australia Post requested the right to be heard on the matter as to whether Joan Doyle is a “fit and proper” person to hold a Permit. What people resources both internal and external did Australia Post use in this matter?  What was the cost in total to Australia Post?
	Australia Post
	13/08/08

	44
	Written
	Lundy
	Number of Employees being directed to examinations by Company doctors

Please specify the number of appointments booked for employees to attend Australia Post company doctors (known as Facility Nominated Doctors or FNDs) for all purposes by State and for Australia as a whole in the last financial year and to date for 2007/2008.

Please specify the authority used or Programme under which these appointments were made – i.e. under section 57 of the Safety, Rehabilitation and Compensation Act, under Clause 10 of the Principal Determination, or under the Injury (Early Intervention) Management Programme – by State and for Australia as a whole in the last financial year and to date for 2007 / 2008.


	Australia Post
	15/08/08

	45
	Written
	Lundy
	Injured Workers

Please specify the number of incident reports (known as P 400s) submitted by employees in 2006 / 2007 by State and for the whole of Australia.

Please specify the number of new and active compensation claims made by Australia Post employees in 2006 / 2007 by State and for the whole of Australia.

Please specify the number of Lost Time Injuries in Australia Post in 2006 / 2007 by State and for the whole of Australia.
	Australia Post
	16/07/08

	46
	Written
	Siewert
	Can you confirm that Australia Post intends to close the West Footscray, Newport and Sunshine Delivery Centres?

Is it Australia 'Post's intention to centralise those delivery services in a new facility in Fairbairn Road, West Sunshine

How many full time permanent jobs will be lost as a result of the closures and centralisation?

Will staff, either current or new staff, at the centralised facility be employed on different employment arrangements than those employed at the Centres that will be closed, for example, different spans of hours, different pay rates, different status – full time, part time or permanent, casual?

If yes, please detail the types of new employment arrangements and the expected number of staff employed under each different employment arrangement?

How many contract workers will be employed by the new centralised service? 
	Australia Post
	16/07/08

	47
	Written
	Birmingham
	Did Australia Post seek an exemption from the application of the one-off two per cent efficiency dividend?
If so, why did Australia Post feel it needed to apply for this exemption, to whom did it apply and was the exemption granted?
If the efficiency dividend applies, how will Australia Post manage the funding cut and what, if any, programs will be cut to accommodate it?  Can Australia Post outline the source [e.g. the Minister, the Department of Finance and Deregulation] of any suggested savings measures? 
Is Australia Post budgeting for an operating loss and, if so, is it because of the application of the efficiency dividend?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	48
	Written
	Birmingham
	Has Australia Post made in the last six months any request, in accordance with the Financial Management and Accountability Act, for Regulation 10 Authority from the Finance Minister?  If so, why was this authority sought?  
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	49
	Written
	Birmingham
	What is the total number of permanent staff employed on a:

a) full-time basis?

b) part-time basis?

c) part-time equivalent basis?
How many employees are employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?

What are the base and top level salaries of:

a) APS level 1 to 6 officers?

b) Executive level officers?

c) Senior Executive Services officers?

d) equivalent officers employed?

How many officers are employed at executive level and SES level?

How many permanent staff have been recruited since 26 November 2007?  What level are these staff?

How many temporary positions exist or have been created since 26 November?

Since 26 November, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	50
	Written
	Birmingham
	What appointments have been made by the Government (through Executive Council, Cabinet and Ministers) to Statutory Authorities, Executive Agencies and Advisory Boards?
What are the respective appointees’ credentials?
How many vacancies remain to be filled by Ministerial (including Cabinet and Executive Council) appointments?

How long have the positions been vacant?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	51
	Written
	Birmingham
	What grants have been approved by Ministers from within their portfolio?
	Australia Post
	18/08/08

	52
	ECA38-41
	Abetz
	Review of 7.30 Report Segment

Senator ABETZ—I start by asking about the ABC 7.30 Report on 5 June 2007 titled ‘Pulp mill could taint catch: fishing industry’. I understand there was a review of that particular 7.30 Report, is that correct?

Mr Scott—I believe that right.

Senator ABETZ—What did that review find?

Mr Scott—I do not have the details in front of me. I will be able to find them and forward them to you if you would like.

……

Senator ABETZ—……..Can you tell us at what date the ABC finalised its internal review in relation to this and came up with the final decision?

Mr Scott—I will get that detail for you, Senator.

…………

Senator ABETZ—…………What I am trying to get at is: has the journalist been named who was responsible for this?

Mr Scott—Let me check the detail on that.

Senator ABETZ—Would you please name the journalist who was involved in that story? Can you then tell us whether she or he has been counselled?

Mr Scott—Again, I will have to check the details.

………………………

Senator ABETZ—All right, if you can get for me details of the specific counselling that took place. Over what period of time? How many sessions? Who with? Were any warnings administered verbally or in writing?

…..

Senator ABETZ—……….I want to know the specifics about whether this particular journalist was taken off reporting on forestry issues as a result of the gross bias that was displayed in the particular report.

Mr Scott—I will have to take that on notice.

…….

Senator ABETZ—Could I encourage the ABC to do exactly the same in relation to this 7.30 Report, and that is to put up a slide alerting people that that segment they had watched had breached the ABC code of ethics and that correct information was known to the reporter before the story was broadcast.

Mr Scott—I want to check on this for you, but I believe the community group may have actually put in a formal appeal, so that matter is currently being reviewed by our executive complaints review process. When we have reached a judgement, I will be able to brief you on that.

Senator ABETZ—We have had The 7.30 Report segment and we have had the Four Corners segment—have there been any ABC programs that have run into trouble because they went the pro-forestry line?

Mr Scott—I do not have any detail to hand but I can check that and come back to you.
	ABC
	29/09/08

	53
	ECA 42
	Macdonald
	Review of 7.30 Report Segment

Senator IAN MACDONALD—Yes, I am. I wonder whether, in a broader way than you have undertaken to do for Senator Abetz, you could check on what seems to me clearly to be an anti-forestry view of the reporters who reported particularly on TV news. Your radio—as always—is not quite so bad. I am wondering whether as a broader issue you could somehow check to see whether there is an anti-forestry viewpoint in the ABC which pervades their normal independent journalism.

Mr Scott—If I can speak broadly on the forestry issues—we of course do many stories on forestry as an issue. I met representatives of forest industries when I was in Tasmania for a board meeting a few weeks ago and the last complaint that they had raised with us—it is not a group that I think is reluctant to complain if they feel they have a grievance—was The 7.30 Report story. So in all the stories we had run over the last year, they had not felt there was an issue that they needed to complain about. That is my recollection of the conversation. But I am happy for us to do a review of complaints that have come in to see whether there is a trend and pattern and come back to you on that.
	ABC
	29/09/08

	54
	ECA 42
	Abetz
	Senator ABETZ—Senator Macdonald makes some very good points. Could you take on notice for me how many former ALP staffers and members of parliament are employed by the ABC and how many former coalition staffers and MPs are employed by the ABC. I would not expect you to have the figures—

Senator Conroy—We did candidates.

Mr Scott—The minister rightly points out that at a previous discussion—Senator, I do not think you were here—we talked about the number of people who had gone from the ABC to be candidates. We had a running tally—

Senator CONROY—We were winning 10-9.

Mr Scott—It was 10-9. I am not quite sure which way around it was.

Senator CONROY—I think the coalition were leading—

Mr Scott—We had kept that detail, but you are asking back the other way. We will take that on notice.
	ABC
	13/08/08

	55
	ECA42/43
	Abetz
	ABC Radio Interview with the Prime Minister

Senator ABETZ—…..can the ABC advise us as to what happened in the press gallery when I understand the Prime Minister sought to do a radio interview and a staffer denied access—the staffer I understand was Lachlan Harris—to the TV camera in the ABC’s studios on the basis of ‘when we do radio, we do radio; when we do TV, we do TV’….

Mr Scott—I can get detail on that for you.

……………………..

Senator ABETZ—……..does the ABC acknowledge that Mr Lachlan Harris blocked the path of an ABC cameraperson from being allowed into the ABC radio studio?

Mr Scott—We will check on the detail on that and come back to you.


	ABC
	29/09/08

	56
	ECA43/44
	Kemp
	ABC Radio Interview with the Prime Minister

Senator KEMP—……was a protest made by the ABC to the Prime Minister’s office?

Mr Scott—I will need to check the detail as to whether it was an ABC camera or a commercial network camera. 

………

 Senator KEMP—Mr Scott, …..I want you to tell the Senate estimates committee when you heard of this particular incident where Lachlan Harris was trying to determine who gets access to an ABC studio or not, what did you do or what did—

Mr Scott—I was not briefed on the matter, but we have had far more discussion—

Senator KEMP—What did the senior person do? That is what we want to know.

Mr Scott—I will have to find out ….

Senator ABETZ—Mr Scott, when were you first briefed about this incident?

…………….

Senator ABETZ—The question was: when were you first briefed?

Mr Scott—I cannot recall that.

Senator ABETZ—Can you please take that on notice for us. Once you were briefed on it—

Mr Scott—I am not sure I have ever received a formal briefing on it, I think it was just discussions.

Senator ABETZ—All right. In that case, when were you first advised formally or informally about this incident; and then what action did you take?
	ABC
	29/09/08

	57
	ECA44-45
	Abetz
	Q&A Television Program

Senator ABETZ—…….Can I ask you, Mr Scott: given that this information is on the database, are you able to draw from that database and tell us the percentage of the audience’s voting intention for each program—I think there has been one with the Prime Minister thus far—so that we can get an indication of how many people registered as voting Labor in the audience, how many coalition, how many Green and how many other. I would also like to know how many people self-identified as belonging to a political party—and of course an important thing is whether the selfidentification is correct or not. But on face value if you can let us know what the percentages were, that would be very interesting.

Mr Scott—Senator, we can certainly investigate that. 

Senator ABETZ—…….all I am interested in is the raw data that might be available so that we can say: out of the audience of 100 there were 40 coalition supporters with three of them Liberal Party members and one National Party member, 40 were Labor with three or four Labor Party members; and a few Greens and Democrats were thrown in the middle.
	ABC
	18/08/08

	58
	ECA52/53
	Fifield
	ABC website ‘Planet Slayer’

Senator FIFIELD—Mr Scott, we might move on to episode 8, ‘When vegetables go bad’. This episode portrays genetically modified food as some sort of Frankenstein-esque creation. Do you think it is appropriate for the site to portray GM crops as ‘an evil menace’?

Mr Scott—I have not been through the site. This is the first time that I have been able to catch up with these details. I would like to have a look at it in context, in detail, and give you a considered response. So let me take a look at it, Senator, and come back to you.
	ABC
	13/08/08

	59
	ECA52/53
	Fifield
	ABC website ‘Planet Slayer’

Episode 11 of the Adventures of Greena, is ‘Make pies not war’…………I do not think a sector such as the nuclear industry should be demonised or that we should be encouraging throwing projectiles at people who are speaking. So, if could you take a look at episode 11, I would be grateful.

…………………….

Mr Scott—……….I am happy to view the sites in the context of reviewing the accuracy of the content.
	ABC
	13/08/08

	60
	ECA54
	Abetz
	ABC website ‘Planet Slayer’

I would ask you to take on notice whether there are any examples of the program that Senator Fifield put to us where there is something in support of the meat and livestock industry and where there is something in support of the logging industry……..

Mr Scott—….Senator, I will take your questions this morning on notice and come back to you in more detail.

Senator ABETZ—Finally, can you tell us how many of those 70 reporters who deal with rural and regional matters around Australia have been on the pro-forestry side reporting to the extent that an apology has had to be put up on the ABC website for breaching the ABC code of ethics?

Mr Scott—I do not have any detail on that. I will certainly let you know in my response.
	ABC
	13/08/08

	61
	ECA59
	Bernardi
	Content ABC2

Senator BERNARDI—So it is more domestic content or imported content?

Mr Scott—It would be both. It is about 50 per cent Australian content on ABC2 at the moment. I am not quite sure about that figure; I will have to check that figure.
	ABC
	13/08/08

	62
	ECA60
	Lundy
	Women’s National Basketball League

Senator LUNDY—Can I come in there and just ask a question specifically about sport……..What about the Women’s National Basketball League—the national competition? You were screening it on ABC2 and that is going to go as well. Why?

Mr Scott—Let me just check on that, Senator.

Senator LUNDY—Is it going to be placed on ABC1?

Mr Scott—I will just have to check on the basketball.

…………..

Mr Scott—I have advice that this year we have already broadcast the Women’s National Basketball League, so let me find out if there are further plans—

Senator LUNDY—You will be?

Mr Scott—No, that we have already broadcast that this year.

Senator LUNDY—Yes, I know, but next time.

Mr Scott—Let me check on whether there is any change to that.
	ABC
	15/08/08

	63
	ECA62
	Bernardi
	Sport on ABC2

Senator BERNARDI—What about you, Minister? Have you received much correspondence on this issue?

Here is one more for your file though. So you have not received much?

Senator Conroy—No.

Senator BERNARDI—Have you received any from concerned parliamentarians?

Senator Conroy—I will double-check with my office, but I do not believe we have.

Senator BERNARDI—Could you get back to us. 
	Broadcasting & Content
	16/07/08

	64
	ECA62
	Kemp
	Amount of Women’s Sport on Television

Senator KEMP—You are now in government. Is there anything that you are able to say to this committee which would indicate that the government is concerned about this issue and to give some comfort to those many people who are concerned about precisely the same issues that Senator Lundy has raised with us?

…
Senator Conroy—I will take that on notice and come back to you. I need to consult some of my colleagues on that.
	Broadcasting & Content
	16/07/08

	65
	ECA63
	Lundy
	Cost of Sports Rights

Senator LUNDY—What is the most you have ever paid for the sporting rights to a national league competition?

…
Mr Pendleton—I would not have any idea. I would have to check.

…
Senator LUNDY—………What is the most you have ever been paid to run a sporting competition?

Mr Scott—I will have to take that on notice as well.

Senator LUNDY—What was the arrangement with women’s basketball the last time around?

Mr Scott—I do not have that detail here. I will have to get that.

Senator LUNDY—Yes, if you could take that on notice.

Mr Scott—Yes, I will.

Senator LUNDY—In fact, if you could give me a whole history of what the ABC was paid, or not—

Senator Conroy—Over what time period?

Senator LUNDY—The last five years for netball and women’s basketball.

Mr Scott—Okay. I will take that on notice.
	ABC
	15/08/08

	66
	ECA64
	Bernardi/ Lundy
	Sport on ABC2

Senator BERNARDI—Are you actively pursuing women’s basketball as well?

Mr Scott—I will have to check on that.

…………………….

Senator LUNDY—The information I received is that certainly there is an impression within at least some teams in the WMBL that the ABC is just not going to broadcast it anymore. They have got the message generally that you are not going to put sport on ABC2. Representations have been made to me that they are very concerned that the ABC is not interested in continuing coverage of the WMBL.

Mr Scott—Okay. Let me take that on notice.

Senator LUNDY—You have allayed some of these fears today, I think, but I am keen on the detail.

Mr Scott—I am not sure whether that is an ABC2 issue or an ABC1 issue. I really do not know. I will have to find out.
	ABC
	15/08/08

	67
	ECA64
	Bernardi
	Delayed Telecast of Sporting Events

Senator BERNARDI—Would it be that onerous to screen sport on delayed telecast, if that is what people may or may not want to watch, during those hours if you have nothing else on?

Mr Scott—I am not sure what the cost implications of that would be. But I can look into that.

Senator BERNARDI—I would appreciate that. Would you be also able to perhaps ascertain what it would cost to implement the technology to be able to narrowcast?
	ABC
	15/08/08

	68
	ECA64
	Birmingham/Kemp
	ABC Coverage of Paralympics

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Just on the point you made during Senator Lundy’s questioning, were additional appropriations provided specifically to fund the extra time given to the Paralympics?

Mr Scott—No, it is all under our allocation.

Senator KEMP—I would check on that.

Mr Scott—It is a different portfolio, perhaps.

Senator KEMP—Will you have a check?

Mr Scott—I will check on that. Thank you.
	ABC
	15/08/08

	69
	ECA66/67
	Wortley
	Schacht/Pyne Radio Segment Adelaide, ABC 891

Senator WORTLEY—So has this particular segment been audited?

Mr Scott—I am not aware of that.

Senator WORTLEY—Could you take that on notice and look into it?

Mr Scott—I can take that on notice, yes. I will look into it.

Senator WORTLEY—And provide the results of the audit as well.

Mr Scott—Yes, if it has been…

Mr Scott—Yes, that is true. I will come back to you and give you the context for the editorial policies on that program.
	ABC
	15/08/08

	70
	ECA67
	Bushby
	ABC Digital TV Coverage in Tasmania

Senator BUSHBY—I am a senator from Tasmania so I am interested in the fact that Tasmania is a bit lower than most of those. How does that compare with the analog coverage in Tasmania? Do you have that figure?

Mr Pendleton—I do not have the analog figures here.

Senator BUSHBY—Would you mind taking that on notice?

Mr Pendleton—That is fine.
	ABC
	13/08/08

	71
	ECA68
	Bushby
	ABC FM Radio Coverage in Tasmania

Senator BUSHBY—…..What about FM radio? You have gone to FM radio in the northern part of the state but not yet in the south. Are there plans to extend that to the south?

Mr Scott—……..I do not have details of plans to do further in southern Tasmania.

Senator BUSHBY—Take it on notice and if you do come across anything, you will let us know?

Mr Scott—Certainly.
	ABC
	13/08/08

	72
	ECA75/76
	Birmingham
	ABC Logo

Senator BIRMINGHAM—…….Mr Scott, what was the overall cost of the design, development and introduction of the new logos?

Mr Scott—I will take that on notice, Senator. 

……………..

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Were they market tested prior to their launch?

Mr Scott—I would have to check on that and let you know.

…………..

Senator BIRMINGHAM—…..Was the logo design undertaken in-house?

Mr Scott—No. We had an external company work with us on that, but I need to get the details of that for you.
	ABC
	13/08/08

	73
	ECA80
	Kemp
	Professor Rubin Interview on 7.30 Report

Senator KEMP—Is the ABC aware of the public criticism that Professor Rubin has made regarding the treatment that he received regarding an interview on The 7.30 Report and the subsequent online correction?  That is the first question. The second question is: is the ABC aware that Professor Rubin criticised Matt Brown for deliberately misrepresenting his views and misleading the public? Has Mr Brown been questioned over his behaviour? What additional action has been taken in relation to Professor Rubin’s treatment? Were The 7.30 Report viewers notified of the correction on air or was the correction online only?

Mr Scott—I will take those on notice.

Senator KEMP—Is it the policy where there is obviously a serious error made in a current affairs program to correct it on air or is it—

Mr Scott—We are currently reviewing that policy at the moment. 

……………………..

Senator KEMP—If you would not mind, if you could have that checked for me and if we could have a response so that I can advise people what has in fact happened?

Mr Scott—Yes.
	ABC
	15/08/08

	74
	ECA 81-83
	Kemp
	Brissenden – editorial policies review
Mr Scott— …But we did indicate to you that we had initiated a review around those editorial policies. … As of 1 July a new section will be added to the editorial policies dealing with sources. …

…

Mr Scott—I am concerned though, Senator, that your implicastion is somehow that off the record is somewhat weaker under this. I do not think it is. Our first presumption–

Senator Kemp—…But anyway, to be quite frank, I think I would need to see it written to fully absorb it.

Mr Scott—Yes, I will send you a copy of it, Senator.
	ABC
	13/08/08

	75
	ECA84
	Birmingham
	Correspondence from Mr Peter Eddy

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Minister, regarding Mr Eddy’s complaints, in a letter of 19 November 2007 you indicated that you would raise his concerns with the ABC. Have you done so?

Senator Conroy—…………..I will have to check with my office to see what the date of the correspondence was, but Mr Scott has outlined the ABC’s position.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Your correspondence was 19 November last year. If you could check as to whether you have raised the matters with the ABC subsequent to that correspondence with Mr Eddy, that would be appreciated.

Senator Conroy—I am happy to come back to you. I will take that on notice.
	Broadcasting & Content
	16/07/08

	76
	ECA85/86
	Wortley
	Senator WORTLEY—………... I am just wondering what arrangements are in place for ABC staff—either journalists or camera crews—to access file footage and/or notes from journalists and camera crews in the commercial media. I am specifically talking about when, through a shortage or unavailability of journalists, they then contact local media and access information or file footage that is then used by the ABC.

…
Mr Scott—…………I am not aware of there being, say, staff shortages that have triggered a fundamental change in our working relationships with our competitors.

…
Senator WORTLEY—Are you able to look into that and get back to us on that?

Mr Scott—We will come back to you on that and take the question on notice.

Senator WORTLEY—Specifically accessing file footage and/or interview information from commercial stations.

Mr Scott—Okay, we will see what we can find out. Thank you, Senator.
	ABC
	13/08/08

	77
	Written
	Birmingham
	Triennial Funding Agreement

When did negotiations for the next triennial budget commence and, if continuing, when are they expected to be concluded?  Have any changes been made in relation to the approach being undertaken to negotiate this triennial funding agreement?
	ABC
	13/08/08

	78
	Written
	Birmingham
	Digital Funding

Is the ABC's digital transition program being restricted by funding restraints?
	ABC
	13/08/08

	79
	Written
	Birmingham
	Digital Radio

What does the six month delay in the introduction of digital radio broadcasting mean for the ABC?
	ABC
	15/08/08

	80
	Written
	Birmingham
	Marketing Revenue

Is revenue generated by ABC Commercial currently what you would hope for? How much are the various income streams of ABC Commercial expected to contribute to your bottom line this financial year?
	ABC
	15/08/08

	81
	Written
	Birmingham
	Drama Quotas

Is the ABC planning for the likely imposition of increased locally-produced drama quotas by the Government?

If the Government's aim is realised, how much extra would the ABC need to find to accommodate the requirement?
	ABC
	29/09/08

	82
	Written
	Birmingham
	Staff Restructuring

Can you provide details of any staff restructuring and retrenchments this financial year and what areas of the corporation these are affecting?
	ABC
	13/08/08

	83
	Written
	Birmingham
	Permanent Staff Numbers

What is the total number of permanent staff employed on a:

a) full-time basis?

b) part-time basis?

c) part-time equivalent basis?
	ABC
	13/08/08

	84
	Written
	Birmingham
	Staff on Contract

How many employees are employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	ABC
	13/08/08

	85
	Written
	Birmingham
	Staff Salaries

What are the base and top level salaries of:

a) APS level 1 to 6 officers?

b) Executive level officers?

c) Senior Executive Services officers?

d) equivalent officers employed?
	ABC
	15/08/08

	86
	Written
	Birmingham
	Executive Level Staff

How many officers are employed at executive level and SES level?
	ABC
	13/08/08

	87
	Written
	Birmingham
	Recruitment since 26 November 2007

How many permanent staff have been recruited since 26 November 2007?  What level are these staff?
	ABC
	13/08/08

	88
	Written
	Birmingham
	Temporary Positions since 26 November 2007

How many temporary positions exist or have been created since 26 November 2007?
	ABC
	13/08/08

	89
	Written
	Birmingham
	Employees on Contracts since 26 November 2007

Since 26 November 2007, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?


	ABC
	13/08/08

	90
	Written
	Birmingham
	Media Monitoring by the ABC

Does the ABC monitor the media?

How much has been spent on media monitoring to date this year?

Is any information provided to the Minister?
	ABC
	15/08/08

	91
	Written
	Birmingham
	Public Affairs

How many employees are engaged in positions responsible for public affairs, media management, liaison with the media and media monitoring?

What are the APS classifications of these positions?

What is the current operating budget for these media-related sections?
	ABC
	13/08/08

	92
	Written
	Birmingham
	Government Appointments to the ABC

What appointments have been made by the Government (through Executive Council, Cabinet and Ministers) to Statutory Authorities, Executive Agencies and Advisory Boards?

What are the respective appointees’ credentials?

How many vacancies remain to be filled by Ministerial (including Cabinet and Executive Council) appointments?

How long have the positions been vacant?
	ABC
	13/08/08

	93
	Written
	Birmingham
	Government Grants to the ABC

What grants which have been approved by Ministers from within their portfolio?
	ABC
	15/08/08

	94
	Written
	Birmingham
	Has the ABC received any advice on how to respond to freedom of information (FOI) requests?

How many FOI requests has the ABC received?

How many have been granted or denied?

How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	ABC
	13/08/08

	95
	Written
	Fifield
	ABC Science Website “Planet Slayer”

What was the total cost of developing the ABC Science "Planet Slayer" website at www.abc.net.au/science/planetslayer ? Can you please provide a full breakdown of the costs involved in preparing the site?

What is the ongoing cost of hosting the site?

What is the ongoing cost of performing maintenance on the site?

How much has been spent in total on this website from development through until the present?

Does the ABC think it is appropriate that young children who access the website's "Professor Schpinkee's Greenhouse Calculator" function are told that they should die?
	ABC
	15/08/08

	96
	ECA96/97
	Birmingham
	Monitoring of SBS Radio Programs

Senator BIRMINGHAM—In the additional estimates hearings I asked some questions about the monitoring of quality, content and appropriateness of SBS radio programs. You took us through a regime of random testing that was being introduced. Can you update us on where that testing regime is at, please?

Mr Brown—I would have to take that on notice.

…
Senator BIRMINGHAM—Are you able to provide us with the details of how many have been undertaken to date, how many are budgeted for for the remainder of this financial year, which language groups they may be in and any issues that may have arisen with regard to that, please?

Mr Brown—Yes, we can do that.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Is the targeting of those assessments or the determination of the selection of those assessments based on complaints or viewer feedback in any way? How do you select which language programs or which programs to conduct assessments on? 

Mr Brown—I do not believe it is linked in any way to complaints received. When we do receive a complaint about a particular program it is translated anyhow. So in a way that becomes a de facto evaluation process in any case. Let me deal with that on notice as well. Let me find the criteria that we use specifically to select the programs that we have done up to date. But there is a degree of randomness about it deliberately. 
	SBS
	18/08/08

	97
	Written
	Birmingham
	Triennial Funding Submission

When did negotiations for the next triennial budget commence and, if continuing, when are they expected to be concluded?  Have any changes been made in relation to the approach being undertaken to negotiate this triennial funding agreement?
	SBS
	13/08/08

	98
	Written
	Birmingham
	Permanent Staff Numbers

What is the total number of permanent staff employed on a:

a) full-time basis?

b) part-time basis?

c) part-time equivalent basis?
	SBS
	18/08/08

	99
	Written
	Birmingham
	Staff on Contracts

How many employees are employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	SBS
	18/08/08

	100
	Written
	Birmingham
	Staff Salaries

What are the base and top level salaries of:

a) APS level 1 to 6 officers?

b) Executive level officers?

c) Senior Executive Services officers?

d) equivalent officers employed?
	SBS
	18/08/08

	101
	Written
	Birmingham
	Executive Level Staff

How many officers are employed at executive level and SES level?
	SBS
	18/08/08

	102
	Written
	Birmingham
	Recruitment since 26 November 2007

How many permanent staff have been recruited since 26 November 2007?  What level are these staff?
	SBS
	18/08/08

	103
	Written
	Birmingham
	Temporary Positions since 26 November 2007

How many temporary positions exist or have been created since 26 November 2007?
	SBS
	18/08/08

	104
	Written
	Birmingham
	Employees on Contracts since 26 November 2007

Since 26 November, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	SBS
	13/08/08

	105
	Written
	Birmingham
	Media Monitoring by SBS

Does SBS monitor the media?

How much has been spent on media monitoring to date this year?

Is any information provided to the Minister?
	SBS
	13/08/08

	106
	Written
	Birmingham
	Public Affairs

How many employees are engaged in positions responsible for public affairs, media management, liaison with the media and media monitoring?

What are the APS classifications of these positions?

What is the current operating budget for these media-related sections?
	SBS
	13/08/08

	107
	Written
	Birmingham
	Government Appointments to SBS

What appointments have been made by the Government (through Executive Council, Cabinet and Ministers) to Statutory Authorities, Executive Agencies and Advisory Boards?

What are the respective appointees’ credentials?

How many vacancies remain to be filled by Ministerial (including Cabinet and Executive Council) appointments?

How long have the positions been vacant?
	SBS
	13/08/08

	108
	Written
	Birmingham
	Government Grants to SBS

What grants which have been approved by Ministers from within their portfolio?
	SBS
	13/08/08

	109
	Written
	Birmingham
	Freedom of Information Requests

Has SBS received any advice on how to respond to freedom of information (FOI) requests?

How many FOI requests has SBS received?

How many have been granted or denied?

How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	SBS
	13/08/08

	110
	ECA97
	Birmingham
	800 illegal URLs in Blacklist

Are you able to break that number down in to sites that may be related to gambling versus other illegal content?
	ACMA
	29/09/08

	111
	ECA98
	Birmingham
	Number of sites considered in Tasmania ISP filter trials

Is there an upper level that you are working on in that regard?
	ACMA
	18/08/08

	112
	ECA99
	Birmingham
	ISP Filter trials

Minister, will it be your intention to make those findings available publicly?
	Broadcasting & Content
	18/07/08

	113
	ECA99
	Birmingham
	ISP Filter trials

Are a range of gambling sites being tested in this regard?
	ACMA
	18/08/08

	114
	ECA105
	Lundy
	Channel B technical problems

It was reported that there were technical problems with channel B. and I note that you went through some of those issues before At present, if channel B was auctioned, would there be black spots?
	ACMA
	13/08/08

	115
	ECA106
	Lundy
	Channel B

Can you also take on notice, if there are black spots, where they would be—for example, in regional areas, in rural areas, in metropolitan areas—and what is the technical reason for the black spots?
	ACMA
	13/08/08

	116
	ECA113
	Birmingham
	Spectrum Review

Perhaps given that, Ms Scott, you could tell us the terms of the spectrum review—what is in and out in that regard, please.
	TNRAP
	16/07/08

	117
	ECA115
	Birmingham
	Do Not Call Register call centre operator and relevant complaints against them from the public

How old, in terms of complaints, is the oldest of those actions you were speaking of?
	ACMA
	13/08/08

	118
	ECA117
	Birmingham
	ACMA’s cost recovery

I note that it declines in the out years. Is there a reason why the cost of the registry is expected to decline in those out years?
	ACMA
	13/08/08

	119
	ECA117
	Birmingham
	Fax Spam advice

And when was the advice provided to the minister?
	TNRAP
	31/07/08

	120
	ECA121
	Parry
	ACMA Complaint turnaround

Do you get a satisfactory response when you get back to the complainants or are you having a dissatisfied response from the complainants in relation to the result but, more importantly, to the time frame?
	ACMA
	13/08/08

	121
	ECA122
	Birmingham
	Reference to Financial Review article on increase in cost to business of protecting consumers from unwanted marketing calls

You stated the increase in costs would be $1.105 million in the next financial year, to be precise. What is the base that that increase is coming off from?
	ACMA
	31/07/08

	122
	26 May

ECA124-125


	Kemp
	The Minister took on notice a question from Senator Kemp asking when he will complete his consideration of ACMA’s bi-annual and annual anti-siphoning reports, and when will the reports be publicly released. 

…

[p.125] Senator KEMP—When do you think you will come to a conclusion on the report that we can then be in a position to share with the wider Australian public?

Senator Conroy—I will take that on notice.

Senator KEMP—Can’t you be bold and say, ‘As soon as possible,’ or, ‘Two or three weeks’? Can we tempt you out a bit further?

Senator Conroy—We will take that on notice.

Senator KEMP—You will take on notice when you will decide to release it to the public? That is not the

sort of thing you take on notice.
	Broadcasting & Content
	18/08/08

	123
	ECA125

Duplicate of  QoN 122
	Kemp
	Anti siphoning List Report

When do you think you will come to a conclusion on the report that we can then be in a position to share

with the wider Australian public? 
	Broadcasting & Content 


	18/08/08

	124
	Written
	Birmingham
	Did ACMA seek an exemption from the application of the one-off two per cent efficiency dividend?

If so, why did ACMA feel it needed to apply for this exemption, to whom did it apply and was the exemption granted?

If the efficiency dividend applies, how will ACMA manage the funding cut and what, if any, programs will be cut to accommodate it?  Can ACMA outline the source [e.g. the Minister, the Department of Finance and Deregulation] of any suggested savings measures? 

Is ACMA budgeting for an operating loss and, if so, is it because of the application of the efficiency dividend?
	ACMA
	29/09/08

	125
	Written
	Birmingham
	Has ACMA made in the last six months any request, in accordance with the Financial Management and Accountability Act, for Regulation 10 Authority from the Finance Minister?  If so, why was this authority sought?  
	ACMA
	31/07/08

	126
	Written
	Birmingham
	What is the total number of permanent staff employed on a:

a) full-time basis?

b) part-time basis?

c) part-time equivalent basis?

How many employees are employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?

What are the base and top level salaries of:

a) APS level 1 to 6 officers?

b)    Executive level officers?

c)    Senior Executive Services officers?

d) equivalent officers employed?

How many officers are employed at executive level and SES level?

How many permanent staff have been recruited since 26 November 2007?  What level are these staff?

How many temporary positions exist or have been created since 26 November?

Since 26 November, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	ACMA
	13/08/08

	127
	Written
	Birmingham
	Does ACMA monitor the media?

How much has been spent on media monitoring to date this year?

Is any information provided to the Minister?

How many employees are engaged in positions responsible for public affairs, media management, liaison with the media and media monitoring?

What are the APS classifications of these positions?

What is the current operating budget for these media-related sections?
	ACMA
	13/08/08

	128
	Written
	Birmingham
	What appointments have been made by the Government (through Executive Council, Cabinet and Ministers) to Statutory Authorities, Executive Agencies and Advisory Boards?

What are the respective appointees’ credentials? 

How many vacancies remain to be filled by Ministerial (including Cabinet and Executive Council) appointments?

How long have the positions been vacant?
	ACMA
	13/08/08

	129
	Written
	Birmingham
	What grants which have been approved by Ministers from within their portfolio?
	ACMA
	13/08/08

	130
	Written
	Birmingham
	Has ACMA received any advice on how to respond to freedom of information (FOI) requests?

How many FOI requests has ACMA received?

How many have been granted or denied?

How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	ACMA
	13/08/08

	131
	ECA4

(27/5)
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

Minister you referred in your opening statement to the inquiry by the Auditor-General.  Obviously you would have seen his correspondence back to you.  I note in his correspondence that he indicates that the department:

…received specialist technical advice that proponents would need at least 12 weeks to consider network dimensioning, design and costing in developing their proposals.

When did the department receive that advice and when did the Department give that advice to you?
	NBN
	13/08/08

	132
	ECA 7
	Lundy
	(We very deliberately tried to get a broad spread of the stakeholder groups. From memory, there were something like six or seven different industry representatives. There were groups such as ISOC, Choice, consumer law groups, several of the deaf associations, TEDICORE, CTN, which is the main consumers telecommunications network body, and ATUG.) 

I can provide a list of them.
	TNRAP
	16/07/08

	133
	ECA 7
	Lundy
	Also, can you tell me which nine groups are on the working party?
	TNRAP
	16/07/08

	134
	ECA8
	Parry
	(TEDICORE have particular issues that they raise, one of them obviously is people with disabilities, including hearing impaired access to telecommunications technologies. Last time I asked questions about this, there had been some progress in the availability of new technologies to assist people with disabilities.) 

Are you able to update the committee on progress in that regard across the industry?
	TNRAP
	16/07/08

	135
	Written
	Birmingham
	Do you have any plans to change the current town planning processes concerning the erection of mobile phone towers?

Do you believe the current low impact and high impact distinctions are working?
	TNRAP
	16/07/08

	136
	Written
	Birmingham
	Are you happy with the compliance of telecommunications companies and their representatives in working with local councils and communities with the current processes that are in place?
	TNRAP
	16/07/08

	137
	Written
	Birmingham
	Are any changes planned in relation to the installation of mobile phone towers in heavily populated areas, particularly in sensitive locations such as schools, kindergartens, child care centres, hospitals and residential areas?
	TNRAP
	16/07/08

	138
	ECA10/11
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

Is the probity advice given to you in writing?

Senator Conroy…I am happy to take that on notice and see if there is anything further we would like to add.

Would you consider releasing that probity advice insofar as it relates specifically to your not commenting on this process?

Senator Conroy…I can take that on notice and see if there is anything further we would like to add.

And preferably to actually respond to that question on notice relatively soon?
	NBN
	13/08/08

	139
	ECA13
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

When did you decide to change the deadline for the lodgement of request for proposals from 25 July to the 12-week period after the provision of network information?

Senator Conroy…We will take that on notice and see if there is anything further I would like to add, I will.

Why did you leave it so long to change the close-off date?

Do you believe that this delay, particularly the delay from the release of the RFP documentation until bidders are going to actually receive fair and equitable data, has put Telstra at a distinct disadvantage over other bidders?

Senator Conroy…I will take that on notice and, if there is anything that I want to add, I will get back to you.
	NBN
	02/10/08

	140
	ECA14
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

Would you agree that it is coincidental in the extreme that the day the Auditor-General released his response to Mr Billson’s inquiries was the very day that you chose to change the deadline for the lodgement of the RFPs?

Did the Auditor-General’s inquiry, combined with pressure from the opposition and commentary from prospective bidders, prospective bidders, prompt the minister to extend the process?

Senator Conroy…I am happy to take that on notice.  If there is anything further to the answers I have already given in the opening statement, I will get back to you.
	NBN
	02/10/08

	141
	ECA14
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

Did the Auditor-General provide the department with his views on the timing required by prospective bidders to lodge their bids prior o the release of his response to the department or prior to your announcement 

In hindsight, Minister, to you concede that the 25 July deadline you set was reckless and unrealistic?

Senator Conroy…I will take that on notice and, if there is anything further that I want to add, I will let you know.
	NBN
	02/10/08

	142
	ECA18
	Fielding
	Australian Broadband Guarantee

Mr Bryant…..I think this financial year we have despatched 61½ thousand customer information packs…

Could you send me one of those packs?
	Broadband
	31/07/08 + 4 att't

	143
	ECA25
	Parry
	National Broadband Network

Mr Trujillo said in The Australian on Thursday of last week, the 22 May 2008—that the rollout will be about $15 billion.  You have been saying $4.7 billion.  Why is there a discrepancy?

Senator Conroy…I am happy to take that on notice and, if there is anything further that I would like to add, I will get back to you.

So you are ruling out a single cent above $4.7 billion, despite the commentary of $15 billion by Mr Trujillo and other commentary of about $10 billion.
	NBN
	31/07/08

	144
	ECA26
	Parry
	National Broadband Network

You have indicated that it will be not one cent more than $4.7 billion, so you do not expect the government to have to put in any more money.  Can you indicate what other countries have put out a fibre based network, a broadband network?  What examples are there:  How is it working: And what is the competition like in these countries?

Senator Conroy…I will take that on notice and, if there is anything I want to add, I will get back to you.

Has any country, to your knowledge, tried to fit out an entire nation?
	NBN
	31/07/08

	145
	ECA26
	Parry
	National Broadband Network

Can you indicate, or can any departmental official indicate, how many kilometres of fibre will be needed to run out the broadband?  Any Idea?  Surely there must be some estimation.

Senator Conroy…..I will take it on notice and, if there is anything further I wish to add, we will get back to you.
	NBN
	31/07/08

	146
	ECA37
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

As the timetable is delayed at present, the potential is that 2013 becomes an indicative promise was well as an indicative date.  Minister, can you estimate when consumers living outside metropolitan areas in large regional centres will be connected to the new network?

Senator Conroy…I am happy to take that on notice.  If there is anything further that I would like to add to the opening statement on that, I will get back to you.
	NBN
	31/07/08

	147
	ECA38
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

Why is it necessary for the panel to seek guidance from the minister or indeed vice versa on the government’s position on policy or regulatory matters?  Shouldn’t the positions be clear?

Senator Conroy…we will take that on notice and, if there is anything further we would like to add, we will get back to you
	NBN
	31/07/08

	148
	ECA43
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

Minister, do you stand by your comments and indications that you will accept non-complying bids?

Senator Conroy…I am happy to take that on notice.  If there is anything further to, I will get back to you.
	NBN
	31/07/08

	149
	ECA44
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

Has the probity officer provided advice in relation to the acceptance of non-complying bids?

Has the probity officer or the department itself or yourself considered the Auditor-General’s comments that the amendments to the RFP would be required for non-compliant bids to be accepted?

Is there any concern that your comments relating to the acceptance of non-complying bids are in breach of the tender guidelines at all?

How do you expect those wishing to lodge an RFP to know whether or not non-complying bids will be accepted?

Will those potential bidders be able to clarify in advance of lodging their bids the non-compliant aspects and whether those changes or non-compliant aspects will be accepted?

When do you expect to clarify the government’s position in relation to non-complying bids?

Has the department started to draft amendments to the RFP in light of the Auditor-General’s comments that the acceptance of non-complying bids would require amendment to the RFP?

Senator Conroy… I am happy to get back to you if there is anything .further that I would like to add.
	NBN
	31/07/08

	150
	ECA45
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

Aside from the expert panel meeting as an expert panel, who have they met with?

Mr Mason….As a panel they have met with specialist advisers, the probity adviser and the National Broadband Network Taskforce within the department.  Our specialist advisers included the legal advisers, the technical adviser and the commercial adviser.  They have met with the Minister as well.

If checking the records indicates there are any others, if you could indicate that to the committee that would be appreciated.
	NBN
	02/10/08

	151
	ECA45
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

Can you indicate—when you last met with a prospective bidder in relation to the NBN?

We obviously all know who a number of them may be from their self-disclosures.
	NBN
	13/08/08

	152
	ECA48
	Parry
	Travel costs

Do you know the total cost for your travel to community cabinet?

Senator Conroy…I am happy to take that on noticed.I presume you want the departmental officials as well
Yes, the total cost
	Corporate & Business
	29/09/08

	153
	ECA 48
	Parry
	Overseas travel costs - Bangkok

Can we also have on notice the cost involved for the department, the number of staff and if you have a cost factor, that would be great.
	TNRAP
	16/07/08

	154
	ECA59
	Parry
	FOI

Senator PARRY—Have you received any complaints about how you handle the response to freedom of information requests?

Mr Markus—We are prepared to take that on notice, Senator. I am not aware of any complaints, certainly in recent years, but we will take that on notice and endeavour to find any that we are aware of.
	Legal
	16/07/08

	155
	ECA59
	Parry
	FOI

Senator PARRY—How many FOI requests has the department received since the new government has commenced? (ECA 59)

Mr Markus—I would have to take that on notice. We keep statistics by financial year. I do not have those figures, but I can take it on notice.

[Note: After discussion Senator Parry asked that the information be provided in table form for the 23 requests received to date in the current financial year and that the date of the original request and details of the decision be provided.]
	Legal
	16/07/08

	156
	ECA59
	Parry
	FOI

Senator PARRY—Has the department received any advice and, if so, what advice on how to respond to freedom of information requests?

Ms Scott—Senator, it might be best if we take it on notice.  To the best of my recollection, we have not received any written advice on this matter.
	Legal
	16/07/08

	157
	ECA61/62
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

How committed is the government to ensuring some form of separation between the wholesale and retail operations of the future owner-operator of the NBN?

Senator Conroy…I am happy to take that on notice, and if there is anything further we wish to add to the opening statement we will get back to you.

Does the government have a preference for a strengthened form of operational separation, or functional separation, or actual structural separation?
	NBN
	25/08/08

	158
	ECA66
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

Will the government consider updating the RFP to reflect the very strong preferences of your state Labor colleagues?

Senator Conroy…I am happy to take that on notice, and if there is anything further than what is in the opening statement that we would like to add, we will get back to you.
	NBN
	31/07/08

	159
	ECA68
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

You indicated that your meeting on, I think, 9 May—with TERRiA consortium was cancelled on the basis of probity advice.  Did you meet with any prospective bidders between 11 April, when the RFP was released, and 9 May?

I would be eager to know if you met with any companies to have discussions in any way, shape or form related to the RFP between 11 April and the advice on probity that you said you received a day or two before 9 May.
	NBN
	13/08/08

	160
	ECA71/72
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

Does the probity advice now restrict attendance by you or more particularly by potential bidders at Labor Party fundraisers paying thousands of dollars to sit next to you?

Senator Conroy…Could I take that on notice?

How to you interpret that section as it relates to parties attending ALP fundraisers or making donations to the ALP?

Senator Conroy…I am happy to take that on notice and get back to you if there is any information I would like to add.

In relation to probity issues about Labor Part fundraiser, can we expect a quick turnaround on that one?
	NBN
	13/08/08

	161
	ECA71/72
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

Did you attend the budget night function in the Great Hall?

Senator Conroy…The answer is, yes.  I did attend that.

And who was seated at your table?
	NBN
	13/08/08

	162
	ECA72
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

Minister, your office described what has generally been referred to as the gag order in the RFP documents as quite common.  Are you aware of legal opinion that this provision is, in fact, quite uncommon?  If it is quite common, can you cite similar examples?

Senator Conroy…I will take that on notice.  If there is anything further to the opening statement that I would like to add, I will.
	NBN
	31/07/08

	163
	ECA78
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

That clause (8.5.1) strikes me as relating to the government’s obligations under the RFP and, indeed, seems to be the out clause for the government under the RFP.  Are there legally binding obligations that exist that the bidders are bound to when they enter into this process?

Senator Conroy…We will take that on notice and add anything further I can add to my opening statement we will get back to you.
	NBN
	31/07/08

	164
	ECA81
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

re report to the Minister on the regulatory process…

Will that report be made public….Even if it were to be made public at the conclusion of the letting of the tender to a successful bidder?

Senator Conroy:  I am happy to take that on notice and consider that, specifically at the conclusion of the process.
	NBN
	02/10/08

	165
	ECA82
	Birmingham
	National Broadband Network

I turn to issues around potential compensation through the NBN process.  It was report in the Australian:  Taxpayers could be forced to compensate telecommunications companies such as Telstra for the Government’s compulsory acquisition of network information for its national broadband plan, according to advice to Communications Minister Stephen Conroy.

Has such advice been given to the minister indicating that the government could be forced to provide compensation.

Senator Conroy…I will probably take that on notice and if there is anything further that we can add to the opening statement we will get back to you.

Has any company said that it may pursue compensation as a result of their complying with any of the government’s legislative requirements in this matter?
	NBN
	13/08/08

	166
	ECA87
	Birmingham
	OPEL

Do you have an estimate of the number of premises that OPEL was counting that were within the four or 4½ kilometre of non-enabled ADSL exchanges?

I am interested in fleshing out which areas you believe are getting satisfactory coverage that obviously OPEL believed were not.

Are you able to provide details of those areas?
	Broadband
	13/08/08

	167
	ECA89
	Birmingham
	OPEL

Did OPEL provide their concerns about your database to you in writing?
	Broadband
	13/08/08

	168
	Written
	Birmingham
	Will the Government give a commitment that the impending closure of the ISDN Home Plan will not adversely affect McEwen constituents who rely on this service for home internet communications?  This includes working families, whose student children require the service for their E-eduction.
	Broadband
	31/07/08

	169
	Written
	Birmingham
	Given the stated critical importance of broadband to our regions*, its necessity to connect small businesses and to give the children of Australia’s working families access to a world of information, regardless of where they live:

Will the government outline how this will be achieved, given that:

· Telstra has advised the office of the Federal Member for McEwen, The Hon Fran Bailey MP, that it has no plans to lay more cable in the ground or build any more exchanges**;

· Evidence gathered shows great expense and unreliability of service from broadband wireless communications right across many areas in the electorate of McEwen.

[*‘New Directions for Communications A Broadband Future for Australia – Building a National Broadband Network’, ALP March 2007

**Telstra spokesperson (29 May 2008):  “…it is a very expensive exercise to lay cable in the ground – it does not provide a good return on investment.”  Further, when asked if that was the end of cable technology, the spokesperson’s response was:  “Yes, that’s right.”]


	Broadband
	31/07/08

	170
	ECA 99

(26/6)

(Duplicate of qon 112)
	Birmingham
	ACMA ISP filtering laboratory trial

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Will the outcome of the trial be made public and made known to industry? I mean in terms of the findings more generally, not just whether it was successful or not.

Ms O’Loughlin—The findings will be provided to the minister under the direction.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Minister, will it be your intention to make those findings available publicly?

Senator Conroy—We had not considered that. I will take that on notice.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—If you could. There is certainly an expectation though, I am sure, from industry to know if it is providing different types of filtering methodologies to understand which of those methodologies are more successful than others.

Senator Conroy—The purpose of the trial is to establish these things. I just have not considered that at this stage, but I am happy to take that on notice and get back to you.
	Broadcasting & Content
	18/07/08

	171
	Written
	Fierravanti-wells
	With the Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy portfolio, what avenues are available to television viewers to object or lodge complaints in relation to inappropriate material on commercial and public broadcasting?
	Broadcasting & Content
	16/07/08

	172
	Written
	Birmingham
	When did negotiations for the next triennial budgets for the ABC and SBS commence and, if continuing, when are they expected to be concluded?  Have any changes been made in relation to the approach being undertaken to negotiate these triennial funding agreements?
	Broadcasting & Content
	13/08/08

	173
	Written
	Birmingham
	Do the Department or the Minister have a position on the recent introduction of Pay TV gambling in Victoria, involving Two Way, Tabcorp and the Sky Racing channel?
	Broadcasting & Content
	16/07/08

	174
	Written
	Birmingham
	What is the Department’s long term strategy when it comes to future support for community television?
	Broadcasting & Content
	16/07/08

	175
	Written
	Birmingham
	Can you outline the level of support that will be made available to community television, including a clear plan for stations’ conversion from analogue to digital and increased funding support to ensure their survival in the interim.
	Broadcasting & Content
	18/08/08

	176
	ECA102
	Birmingham
	CDMA Shutdown

How many CDMA services had not been converted to another network at the time of the shutdown?

Your understanding is that that information will be publicly released?
	RSDER
	16/07/08

	177
	ECA 103
	Birmingham 
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—Thank you. Minister, in terms of releasing information, have you given any further thought to releasing the reports that you used to make your decision about the timing of the network shutdown?

Senator Conroy—It falls into two categories. Some of it is commercial-in-confidence information and some of it I think can be made available. I am happy to release information that does not fall into the commercial-in-confidence category. I am sure you understand.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Yes.

Senator Conroy—I think there is some information we can release, so we will have a talk with the department about that.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Those reports that are not commercial-in-confidence that Telstra would be relaxed about being released?

Senator Conroy—Yes. There is certainly some information we can provide to the committee to allow it to have a look at.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—It is just that in the previous matter it has been suggested to me that the CDMA figures used to be in Telstra’s annual reports but may not have been included in their last update.

Senator Conroy—As I said, I apologise if I am either verballing Telstra or giving you the wrong information, and I am happy to correct it if I am, but I have a recollection that in the discussions they were very concerned about ensuring that the information was not released by us and that they were going to release some information as part of their annual reporting process, because of issues of commerciality.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—On that issue of releasing those numbers on notice, if Telstra are not going to release it in their annual report, will you undertake to ask Telstra about it?

Senator Conroy—I can ask them about it. They have only given them to us on the basis that we would not release them but, if they do not release them, I am happy to raise the matter with them.
	RSDER
	16/07/08

	178
	ECA104
	Parry
	Information on Mobile phone standards

So there must be a maximum emission standard? 
	RSDER
	16/07/08

	179
	ECA104
	Birmingham
	CDMA Shutdown

How many CDMA customers are still to formally establish an alternative mobile service?
	RSDER
	16/07/08

	180
	Written
	Birmingham
	On what basis did the Minister give his approval for the decommissioning of the CDMA network, given that constituents across the electorate of McEwen continue to complain that they do not have adequate Next G coverage and, further, report that Telstra technicians are confirming that Next G does not cover all areas.

The range of reports includes:

· A Telstra technician attending a property in Strathewen, just 40 kilometres from the Melbourne CBD, confirmed that the Beale Avenue property was not in the Next G network coverage area.

· A Cottles Bridge Road, Strathewen, resident, who previously received full network service with CDMA, now reports sporadic coverage with Next G.  His mobile phone works inside his house, with a desk antenna, but when outdoors, only receives service when on hilltops. If he has an accident in a valley, he has no means of seeking assistance – he does not own a Collie named Lassie.

· An elderly resident at Mount Macedon (around 90 minutes drive from the Melbourne CBD) has bought a walkie-talkie – a last century communication device – to summon her neighbour in the event of an emergency, because it works better than her top-of-the-range Next G mobile phone, which was recommended by Telstra for use with its new network.

· A Buxton constituent has given up “in utter disgust” after spending days seeking advice through various Telstra ‘helplines’ because, in his words, “The whole approach of Telstra is trying to sell phones.  Their approach is pitched at up-selling, not providing a service.  Telstra is sales-pitch oriented and to hell with whether it works or not.”
	RSDER
	16/07/08

	181
	Written
	Fierravanti-wells
	What appointments have been made to boards, advisory committees, or any other quasi-autonomous non-governmental organisations (quangos) within the following departments and agencies within the responsibility of these departments since 24 November 2007:

· Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy
	Corporate & Business
	16/07/08

	182
	Written
	Fierravanti-wells
	Please list all quangos within the following departments and agencies within the responsibility of these departments:

Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy
	Corporate & Business
	16/07/08

	183
	Written
	Fierravanti-wells
	In relation to the Department of Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy and agencies within its responsibility, please answer the following questions in relation to each of the Federal seats of Banks, Lowe, Bennelong, Macquarie, Cunningham, Throsby, Barton, Watson, Charlton and Werriwa:
a) What programs, initiatives, or other undertakings of the Howard Government will be maintained under the Rudd Government?

b) What programs, initiatives, or other undertakings of the Howard Government will be reversed under the Rudd Government?

c) What new programs, initiatives or other undertakings will be allocated to these seats under the Budget?
	Corporate & Business
	16/07/08

	184
	Written
	Fierravanti-wells
	Please advise whether the list of items under the policy heading on the ALP website constitutes the total sum election "promises" made by the Rudd Government within the following portfolios:

Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy

If not, please provide a comprehensive list which includes all promises referred to on the ALP website as well as those that were made but are not contained on the ALP website?
	Corporate & Business
	16/07/08

	185
	Written
	Birmingham
	What is the total number of permanent staff employed on a:

a) full-time basis?

b) part-time basis?

c) part-time equivalent basis?
	Corporate & Business
	18/08/08

	186
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many employees are employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	Corporate & Business
	16/07/08

	187
	Written
	Birmingham
	What are the base and top level salaries of:

a) APS level 1 to 6 officers?

b) Executive level officers?

c) Senior Executive Services officers?

d) equivalent officers employed?
	Corporate & Business
	16/07/08

	188
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many officers are employed at executive level and SES level?
	Corporate & Business
	16/07/08

	189
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many permanent staff have been recruited since 26 November 2007?  What level are these staff?
	Corporate & Business
	18/08/08

	190
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many temporary positions exist or have been created since 26 November?
	Corporate & Business
	16/07/08

	191
	Written
	Birmingham
	Since 26 November, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	Corporate & Business
	16/07/08

	192
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many staff at SES level or above have left DBCDE since the election?  Under what circumstances have they left?  What termination payments have been made?
	Corporate & Business
	16/07/08

	193
	Written
	Birmingham
	What appointments have been made by the Government (through Executive Council, Cabinet and Ministers) to Statutory Authorities, Executive Agencies and Advisory Boards?

What are the respective appointees’ credentials?
	Corporate & Business
	13/08/08

	194
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many vacancies remain to be filled by Ministerial (including Cabinet and Executive Council) appointments?

How long have the positions been vacant?
	Corporate & Business
	29/09/08

	195
	Written
	Birmingham
	Has the Minister travelled overseas on official business since appointment?

If so, where was the travel and what was the duration? What was the total cost of:

a) travel?

b) accommodation?

c) any other expenses? 
	Corporate & Business
	16/07/08

	196
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many Ministerial staff or family accompanied the Minister?

For these staff and/or family, what was the cost of:

a) travel?

b) accommodation?

c) any other expenses?
	Corporate & Business
	16/07/08

	197
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many officers from the Department accompanied the Minister?

In relation to these Departmental officers, what was the total cost of:

a) travel?

b) accommodation?

c) any other expenses?
	Corporate & Business
	16/07/08

	198
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many Departmental Liaison Officers have been allocated to the Minister?
	Corporate & Business
	16/07/08

	199
	Written
	Birmingham
	What was the cost of the Minister’s travel and expenses for the three Community Cabinet meetings that have been held?
	Corporate & Business
	29/09/08

	200
	Written
	Birmingham
	How many Ministerial Staff and Departmental officers travelled with the Minister for the Cabinet meetings?
	Corporate & Business
	29/09/08

	201
	Written
	Birmingham
	What was the total cost of this travel?
	Corporate & Business
	29/09/08

	202
	Written
	Birmingham
	Did the department seek an exemption from the application of the one-off two per cent efficiency dividend?

If so, why did the Department feel it needed to apply for this exemption, to whom did it apply and was the exemption granted?
	FAB
	16/07/08

	203
	Written
	Birmingham
	If the efficiency dividend applies, how will the Department manage the funding cut and what, if any, programs will be cut to accommodate it?  Can the Department outline the source [e.g. the Minister, the Department of Finance and Deregulation] of any suggested savings measures? 
	FAB
	16/07/08

	204
	Written
	Birmingham
	Is the Department budgeting for an operating loss and, if so, is it because of the application of the efficiency dividend?
	FAB
	16/07/08

	205
	Written
	Birmingham
	Has the Department made in the last six months any request, in accordance with the Financial Management and Accountability Act, for Regulation 10 Authority from the Finance Minister?  If so, why was this authority sought?  
	FAB
	18/08/08

	206
	Written
	Birmingham
	What grants which have been approved by Ministers from within their portfolio?
	FAB
	16/07/08
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