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Question: 110

Topic: Breakdown of items on ACMA’s prohibited online content list
Senator Birmingham asked:

Of the 800 illegal URL’s in total. Are you able to break that number down in to sites that may be related to gambling versus other illegal content?

Answer: 

At 26 May 2008, as a result of complaints investigated under the Broadcasting Services Act 1992, ACMA’s list of overseas hosted, prohibited or potential prohibited content comprised 851 active Uniform Resource Locators (URLs).  These URLs relate to overseas hosted content that is (or would be) classified RC or X under the National Classification Code, and which are therefore prohibited (or potentially prohibited) content.  The number of 851 URLs is not inclusive of the 21 URL’s referred to in the paragraph below.
At 26 May 2008, as a result of investigations under the Interactive Gambling Act 2001, ACMA’s list of overseas hosted, prohibited internet gambling content comprised 21 active URLs.  These URLs relate to overseas hosted internet gambling services that are prohibited under the criteria specified in section 6 of the Interactive Gambling Act 2001.
Question: 111
Topic: ISP-level filtering trial
Senator Birmingham asked:

Is there an upper level [of URLs] that you are working on in that regard?

Answer:
Information about the URLs used in the ISP-level filtering trial is contained in the report of the trial provided to the Minister at end of June 2008.

Question: 113

Topic: ISP-level filtering trial

Senator Birmingham asked:

Are a range of gambling sites being tested in this regard?
Answer:

Information about sites subject to testing in the ISP-level filtering trial is contained in the report of the trial provided to the Minister at end of June 2008.
Question: 114

Topic: Channel B black spots

Senator Lundy asked:

It was reported that there were technical problems with Channel B. and I note that you went through some of those issues before. At present, if Channel B was auctioned, would there be black spots?

Answer: 

If mobile television was provided on Channel B then it may not be possible to achieve full coverage in some areas, that is, there may be ‘black spots’. However, these issues may be able to be addressed in many areas after analog switch off. 

The legislation does not require Channel B to be used for mobile television services; it could be used for fixed reception services.
 If Channel B was used to provide a fixed reception television service then these ‘black spot’ issues would not occur.

Question: 115

Topic: Channel B black spots

Senator Lundy asked:

Can you also take on notice, if there are black spots, where they would be- for example, in regional areas, in rural areas, in metropolitan areas - and what is the technical reason for the black spots?

Answer: 
Technical reason

The frequencies that are to be used for Channels A and B were originally planned for fixed reception television services. Fixed reception services can be received at much lower signal levels than can mobile services. Full coverage of fixed reception services provided using Channels A or B could be achieved from the same transmitting sites that are used for normal broadcasting services.

However, in some areas, the frequencies may be suboptimal for a mobile television deployment as it may not be possible to achieve full coverage of the target area at the higher signal levels needed for a mobile television service. This is because, in order to protect adjacent channel fixed reception television services, it would be necessary to constrain the mobile television operator from deploying the additional repeaters that will be required to extend or in-fill coverage. Therefore, mobile television blackspots may occur in any area where the Channel B channel is adjacent to an analog or digital television service or is adjacent to Channel A.

Relevant areas
The most significant areas which may have these mobile television ‘black spots’ issues are the Sydney/Newcastle and Sunshine Coast/Gold Coast areas, but there are many others. An explanation of these issues, along with a list of the affected areas, was published as ‘Attachment C’ to ACMA’s December 2006 consultation paper Allocation of spectrum for new digital television services. For reference that Attachment is provided below. It is also available on ACMA’s website. 

The Attachment includes a table which lists the frequencies that have ‘nominally’ been identified for Channel B and details the adjacent channel services. The areas that have adjacent channel services to the Channel B frequency are the areas which may have ‘black spot’ issues. The table also details whether the adjacent channel services are analog ‘A’ or digital ‘D’. 

In some areas the limitation could be rectified by replanning of the frequencies with minimal affect on other planned or operating services. In other areas more extensive replanning would be required and this is not possible prior to analog switch-off. For cases where the adjacent service is an analog service, the issue will cease to exist when the analog service is switched off.

the following attachment was originally published as Attachment C to ACMA’s December 2006 Consultation paper Allocation of spectrum for new digital television services
Analysis of channel B channels for mobile television use in major areas
 
This attachment provides some detail on using Channel B for mobile television. As discussed in Chapter 3, there are some areas where the channel that has been planned for Channel B may not provide full coverage of mobile television services. In some of these areas, the channels may be able to be replanned to provide improved mobile television coverage. Looking to the longer term, analog television switchover will remove the constraints for services which are adjacent to analog television services. In addition, more spectrum will become available at analog switchover which may create opportunities to improve the channels available to the licensees of Channel A and/or Channel B. For details of the analysis see Table C-1 below.

For the five major metropolitan centres
 

Brisbane, Melbourne and Perth do not have channel adjacency concerns. With the currently identified channels, Adelaide and Sydney do have digital adjacency issues.

In Sydney, the unassigned channels are 29 and 35. Channel 29 is adjacent to the SBS28 analog service and channel 35 is adjacent to the SBS34 digital service. Due to the high demand for spectrum in the greater Sydney area, options to improve Channel B (proposed as channel 35) do not appear to be available prior to the analog television switchover.

For Adelaide, which has three unassigned channels, the potential adjacency issue can be avoided if channel 36 is used for Channel B, channel 37 is not allocated and channel 30 is used for Channel A. This implies acceptance of a (probably) minor ERP restriction on Channel A, it is also noted that it is proposed to allocate unassigned repeater channels on channel 67 as part of Channel A at Adelaide Foothills, Elizabeth South and Victor Harbor.

For Canberra, Darwin, Hobart and major areas around Sydney and Brisbane (that is, Illawarra, Newcastle, Gold Coast and the Sunshine Coast) 

Canberra and Hobart do not have significant channel adjacency concerns. With the currently identified Channel B channels, Darwin, Illawarra and Newcastle have digital adjacency issues. The Gold Coast and Sunshine Coast have analog adjacency issues.

The issue at Darwin could be resolved if the currently preferred mobile television channel is replanned. There appears to be several potentially available channels which would allow replanning to be done.

Improving mobile coverage in the Illawarra is problematic. It may be that limited coverage for mobile television in parts of the Illawarra area has to be accepted in the short term until further options become available at the time of analog switchover.
The situation in Newcastle is very similar to that in Sydney. Again there is high spectrum demand in this area and options to improve Channel B (proposed as channel 35 in this area) do not appear to be available in the short term.

The identified Channel B channel (50) for the Gold Coast (Mt Tamborine) and the Sunshine Coast (Bald Knob) has an adjacent analog service at both sites. Identifying a solution for either of these areas is not currently possible. Like the Sydney/Newcastle area there is high spectrum demand in these areas. It may be that limited coverage for mobile television in parts of the Gold and Sunshine Coast areas has to be accepted until analog switchover.
Other major regional sites

· There are adjacent channel issues with high power analog services at Cooma/Monaro, Goulburn Valley, Horsham and Nhill.

· Limited replanning may be able to improve the utility of the Channel B offering in these areas.

· There are adjacent channel issues with high (or moderate) power digital broadcasting services at Ballarat, Bendigo, North East Tasmania and Geraldton.

· Subject to further study, it appears that it will be difficult to improve the Channel B offering at Ballarat and North East Tasmania.

· Limited replanning may be able to improve the utility of the Channel B offering in the Bendigo and Geraldton areas.

· There are adjacent channel issues with high (or moderate) power digital unassigned services at Broken Hill, Central Western Slopes, Kalgoorlie, Southern Agricultural and South West Slopes/Eastern Riverina.

· Limited replanning may be able to improve the utility of the Channel B offering in these areas.

· There are no suitable mobile television channels for the sites at Cowell, Murray Valley and Tamworth, as the unassigned channels are above channel 59 (the highest channel that is suitable for mobile television
).

· Limited replanning may be able to improve the utility of the Channel B offering in these areas.

The above-mentioned proposals relate to Channel B. In addition at Richmond/Tweed it would be desirable to replan to provide a UHF channel for Channel A to avoid including a VHF Band III channel that may be better suited to potential digital radio use.

The replanning proposals discussed above could, subject to licensee request and normal consultation, be implemented via DCP/LAP revisions within 6 – 12 months of a request being received. At the time of analog television switchover, additional spectrum will become available. This may allow some re-organisation of the spectrum which might create opportunities to improve the channels available to the licensees of Channel A and/or Channel B. However, ACMA cannot give any undertakings in this regard, as no decisions have yet been taken in relation to this matter.

Table C-1 

	Area served
	Channel Adjacency
	Channel B
	Comments on suitability for mobile television use 

	Adelaide
	– 30 A
	36
	Use 30 as fixed datacaster channel (with appropriate ERP limit and provision of repeaters)

	
	– 36 D
	
	36: OK (provided 37 is not allocated)

	
	D 37 –
	
	

	Brisbane
	– 38 –
	50
	50:OK, in Brisbane (adjacent analog channels at Gold and Sunshine Coasts but 50 is preferred over 38 due to UHF receiving antenna population in Brisbane itself)

	
	– 50 –
	
	

	Melbourne
	A 32 –
	35
	

	
	– 35 –
	
	35: OK

	Perth
	A 32 –
	35
	

	
	– 35 –
	
	35: OK

	
	– 38 –
	
	

	Sydney
	A 29 –
	35
	

	
	D 35 –
	
	35: adjacent digital SBS34 

	
	
	
	

	Canberra
	– 33 A
	41
	

	
	– 41 –
	
	41: OK

	Darwin
	D 33 A
	36
	33: likely to be needed as a s.38B channel

	
	A 35 D
	
	35: proposed for Channel A

	
	D 36 –
	
	36: adjacent to proposed digital UA35 - replan if practical

	Hobart
	– 30 A
	33
	

	
	– 33 –
	
	33: OK

	
	
	
	

	Illawarra
	– 50 D
	50
	50: adjacent digital ABWN51 

	
	A 57 –
	
	

	Newcastle
	– 29 –
	35
	

	
	– 35 D
	
	35 chosen as Channel B due to SFN with Sydney. 35 is adjacent digital NBN36 - replan if practical.

	Gold Coast
(Mount Tamborine)
	– 38 –
	50
	

	
	A 50 –
	
	50: adjacent analog ABQ49 

	Sunshine Coast
(Bald Knob)
	A 38 –
	50
	

	
	A 50 –
	
	50: adjacent analog RTQ49 

	
	
	
	

	Armidale
	– 44 –
	44
	44: OK

	
	– 47 –
	
	

	Ballarat
	D 44 –
	44
	44: adjacent digital SBS43

	
	D 47 –
	
	

	Bega/Cooma
	D 51 –
	DNA
	Provisionally OK since proposal is to not to allocate a channel

	
	– 54 –
	
	

	Bendigo
	D 49 –
	49
	49: adjacent digital ABEV48 - replan if practical

	
	D 52 –
	
	

	Broken Hill
	– 42 D
	42
	42: adjacent digital unassigned – replan if practical

	
	D 43 A
	
	

	Bunbury
	A 40 –
	47
	

	
	– 44 –
	
	

	
	– 47 –
	
	47: OK

	Cairns
	– 32 A
	35
	

	
	– 35 –
	
	35: OK

	Central Agricultural
	– 33 –
	36
	

	
	– 36 –
	
	36: OK

	Central Tablelands
	D 38 A
	50
	

	
	– 50 –
	
	50: OK - but desirable to replan to achieve less stringent ERP limit

	Central Western Slopes
	D 47 D
	48
	

	
	D 48 –
	
	48: adjacent digital UA47 – replan if practical

	Cooma/ Monaro
	A 37 D
	38
	

	
	D 38 A
	
	38: adjacent analog WIN39 and digital UA37– replan if practical

	Cowell
	– 64 –
	DNA
	

	
	– 66 D
	
	Suggest Tumby Bay channel 51 could be used in this area

	
	D 67 –
	
	

	Darling Downs
	– 44 –
	44
	44: OK

	
	D 47 –
	
	

	Geraldton
	D 43 –
	46
	

	
	D 46 –
	
	46: adjacent digital WOW45 – replan if practical

	
	– 48 –
	
	48: OK, but currently flagged for use as a Broadcasting Services Act s.38B channel

	Goulburn Valley
	A 41 D
	44
	

	
	A 44 D
	
	44: adjacent analog ABGV40 and digital GLV42 – replan if practical

	Grafton/ Kempsey
	– 42 –
	45
	

	
	– 45 –
	
	45: OK

	Horsham
	– 47 A
	50
	

	
	D 50 A
	
	50: adjacent analog VTV51and digital SBS49 – replan if practical

	Kalgoorlie
	A 9 D
	30
	

	
	A 29 D
	
	

	
	D 30 –
	
	30: adjacent digital UA29 – replan if practical

	Latrobe Valley
	– 45 A
	48
	

	
	– 48 –
	
	48: OK

	Mackay
	– 42 –
	45
	

	
	– 45 –
	
	45: OK

	Manning River
	– 40 –
	40
	40: OK

	
	– 43 D
	
	

	Mildura/ Sunraysia
	D 12 *
	DNA
	Suggest that Riverina channel 38 could be used in this area

	
	– 36 –
	
	36: OK

	Murray Valley
	D 66 D
	DNA
	Suggest that Riverina channel 38 could be used in this area

	
	D 67 –
	
	

	Murrumbidgee Irrigation Area
	D 34 –
	39
	

	
	– 39 –
	
	39: OK

	North East Tasmania
	– 49 D
	51
	

	
	D 51 D
	
	51: Adjacent digital TVT50.

	Nhill
	– 58 A
	58
	58: adjacent analog SBS59 – replan if practical

	
	A 60 D
	
	

	Renmark/ Loxton
	D 41 –
	46
	

	
	– 43 –
	
	

	
	– 46 –
	
	46: OK

	Richmond/ Tweed
	– 9A –
	50
	

	
	– 50 –
	
	50: OK

	Rockhampton
	– 40 –
	44
	

	
	– 44 –
	
	44: OK

	South East
	– 43 D
	46
	

	
	D 44 –
	
	

	
	– 46 –
	
	46: OK

	Southern Agricultural
	D 33 –
	37
	

	
	– 36 D
	
	

	
	D 37 –
	
	37: adjacent digital UA36 – replan if practical

	Southern Downs
	– 54 –
	54
	54: OK

	
	– 57 –
	
	

	Spencer Gulf North
	D 39 A
	47
	

	
	– 47 –
	
	47: OK

	South West Slopes/ Eastern Riverina
	– 44 D
	44
	44: adjacent digital UA45 – replan if practical

	
	D 45 D
	
	

	Tamworth
	– 66 –
	DNA
	Suggest that Upper Namoi channel 49 could be used in this area

	
	– 68 –
	
	

	Townsville
	– 44 –
	44
	44: OK

	
	– 47 –
	
	

	Ulladulla
	– 39 –
	50
	

	
	D 50 –
	
	50: adjacent digital CBN49 – replan if practical

	Upper Murray
	– 49 –
	49
	49:OK 

	
	– 52 –
	
	

	Upper Namoi
	– 49 –
	49
	49: OK

	
	– 53 –
	
	

	Wagin
	– 41 –
	46
	

	
	– 43 –
	
	

	
	– 46 –
	
	46: OK

	Western Victoria
	A 35 –
	38
	

	
	– 38 –
	
	38: OK

	Wide Bay
	A 31 –
	54
	

	
	– 54 –
	
	54: OK


DNA= Do Not Allocate: proposed that no unassigned channel will be explicitly allocated in this area. It is envisaged that a high power channel from an adjacent area would be used.










Question: 117

Topic: Do Not Call Register Complaints
Senator Birmingham asked: 
How old, in terms of complaints, is the oldest of those actions you were speaking of?
Answer: 

ACMA has commenced 18 formal investigations to date.

Two of these investigations have been finalised, and were completed within 8 months. Of those investigations currently open, the oldest is 9 months.











Question: 118

Topic: Do Not Call Register - Cost Recovery
Senator Birmingham asked:

I note that it declines in the out years. Is there a reason why the cost of the registry is expected to decline in those out years?

Answer: 

The 2008-09 Portfolio budget statements in table 1.2 reflect the additional revenue that will be received as a result of moving from graduated partial direct cost recovery arrangements to full direct cost recovery arrangement from 1 July 2008. 
The previous DNCR revenue estimates show an increase in revenue over the period as the percentage of direct costs to be recovered from industry increased from 30 per cent in 2007-08, 50 per cent in 2008-09, 67 per cent in 2009-10 to 83 per cent in 2010-11.

Therefore, the additional revenue required to achieve full direct cost recovery over the period becomes less over the period as it is balanced by the increases in revenue already anticipated in previous Budget papers. 











Question: 120

Topic: ACMA broadcasting classification investigations – complainant responses


Senator Parry asked:

Do you get a satisfactory response when you get back to the complainants or are you having a dissatisfied response from the complainants in relation to the result but, more importantly, to the time frame?

Answer: 

For complaints about content classification matters, ACMA does not generally receive a reply from a complainant after sending the investigation report to them. ACMA therefore generally assumes that complainants are satisfied with the responses. Complainants can also subsequently raise issues with the Commonwealth Ombudsman.











Question: 121

Topic: Australian Financial Review Article – Do Not Call Register Costs
Senator Birmingham asked:

You stated the increase in costs would be $1.105 million in the next financial year, to be precise. What is the base that that increase is coming off from?
Answer: 

Under the pre-existing cost recovery arrangements, $1.427 million in revenue was expected to be recovered from industry in 2008-09. This figure represents the base amount. Under the new arrangements, an additional $1.105 million is budgeted to be recovered in 2008-09.











Question: 124

Topic: Efficiency Dividend
Senator Birmingham asked:

Did ACMA seek an exemption from the application of the one-off two per cent efficiency dividend?

If so, why did ACMA feel it needed to apply for this exemption, to whom did it apply and was the exemption granted?

Answer: 

No.

Senator Birmingham asked:

If the efficiency dividend applies, how will ACMA manage the funding cut and what, if any, programs will be cut to accommodate it?  Can ACMA outline the source [e.g. the Minister, the Department of Finance and Deregulation] of any suggested savings measures?

Answer: 

ACMA will find efficiencies in the following areas to meet the reduction:
· Review business areas’ structures discretionary spending and priorities;

· Continuous improvement in ongoing activities and, where appropriate, business process re-engineering;

· Improve management of accommodation resources;

· Upgrade or enhance key technologies (through the rationalisation of finance systems and modernisation of ICT systems); and 

· Savings through reductions in discretionary areas of expenditure; for example, travel; non-“critical path” consultancies.

ACMA will not cut any programs for which it is responsible to accommodate the efficiency dividend. 

No suggested savings measures in regards to the efficiency dividend were provided to ACMA from any source. 

Senator Birmingham asked:

Is ACMA budgeting for an operating loss and, if so, is it because of the application of the efficiency dividend?

Answer: 

ACMA received approval from the previous Government to operate at a $0.049m operating loss for the 2007/08 financial year. This loss is not associated with the additional two per cent efficiency dividend. 

ACMA has not budgeted for an operating loss in the outyears as presented in the 2008/09 Portfolio Budget Statements.  











Question: 125

Topic: FMA Act Regulation 10 Authority
Senator Birmingham asked:

Has ACMA made in the last six months any request, in accordance with the Financial Management and Accountability Act, for Regulation 10 Authority from the Finance Minister?  If so, why was this authority sought?  

Answer: 

No.











Question: 126

Topic: Permanent Staff
Senator Birmingham asked:

What is the total number of permanent staff employed on a:

a) Full-time basis?

b) Part-time basis?

c) Part-time equivalent basis?

Answer: 

	Number of Permanent Staff

	Full time Basis
	511

	Part Time Basis
	75

	Part-Time Equivalent Basis
	3


How many employees are employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?

Answer: 

	Contract Staff
	

	Employees on Contract*
	28

	Average Length of Term
	10 Months


* Data relates to ACMA employees employed on a non-ongoing contract basis

What are the base and top level salaries of:

a) APS level 1 to 6 officers?

b) Executive level officers?

c) Senior Executive Services officers?

d) Equivalent officers employed?

Answer: 

a) APS level 1 to 6 officers
	Salaries
	Base Level
	Top Level

	APS Level 1
	$35,399
	$37,852

	APS Level 2
	$39,827
	$42,621

	APS Level 3
	$44,146
	$47,783

	APS Level 4
	$49,203
	$58.276

	APS Level 5
	$54,880
	$65,549

	APS Level 6
	$60,749
	$79,840


b) Executive level officers

	Salaries
	Base Level
	Top Level

	Executive Level 1
	$75,898
	$99,225

	Executive Level 2
	$87,504
	$127,032


c) Senior Executive Services officers

	Salaries
	Base Level
	Top Level

	SES 1
	$118,000
	$138,000

	SES 2
	$150,000
	$165,000


d) Equivalent officers employed

	Salaries
	Equivalent APS Classification
	Base Level
	Top Level

	Lawyer/ Legal Officer 
	APS 5/6
	$56,602
	$68,372

	Snr Lawyer/ Legal Officer 
	EL1
	$75,898
	$93,372

	Principal Lawyer
	EL2
	$99,300
	$102,546

	Technical Trainee
	Trainee 
	$35,399
	$42,621

	Graduate
	Graduate
	$39,827
	$49,203


How many officers are employed at executive level and SES level?

Answer: 

	EL & SES Level Officers
	 

	# Executive Level Officers
	281

	# SES Level Officers
	21


How many permanent staff have been recruited since 26 November 2007?  What level are these staff?

Permanent Staff Recruited Since 26 November 07

	Classification
	# Staff

	Graduate
	2

	ACMA 3
	3

	ACMA 4
	5

	ACMA 5
	1

	ACMA 6
	8

	EL 1
	9

	EL 2
	6

	TOTAL
	34


How many temporary positions exist or have been created since 26 November?

Since 26 November, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?

Answer: 

	Temporary Positions* created since 26 November
	11

	Average length of employment period of above
	8 months


* Data relates to ACMA employees employed on a non-ongoing contract basis










Question: 127
Topic: Media monitoring 

Senator Birmingham asked:

Does ACMA monitor the media?

How much has been spent on media monitoring to date this year?

Is any information provided to the Minister?
How many employees are engaged in positions responsible for public affairs, media management, liaison with the media and media monitoring?

What are the APS classifications of these positions?

What is the current operating budget for these media-related sections?

Answers: 

Yes. 

In the 2007/08 year to end May 2008, $97,591.98 was spent on media monitoring for ACMA.

The media monitoring is undertaken for ACMA’s information purposes and is not routinely provided to the Minister.
Four full time staff.

The positions are EL2, EL1, and 2 APS 6 level positions.

The 2007/08 budget for the Media section is $576,000.










Question 128

Topic: Ministerial Appointments to Statutory Authorities
Senator Birmingham asked:

What appointments have been made by the Government (through Executive Council, Cabinet and Ministers) to Statutory Authorities, Executive Agencies and Advisory Boards?

What are the respective appointees’ credentials?

Answer: 

The Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia, acting with the advice of the Federal Executive Council and under subsection 20(1) of the Australian Communications and Media Authority Act 2005 recently appointed two new Authority members to the Australian Communications and Media Authority (ACMA). Mr Geoff Luther and Ms Jennifer McNeill will take up their role as part-time members from 1 July 2008
The Governor-General also reappointed two existing Authority members, Ms Johanna Plante and Mr Rod Shogren, both of whom have made a substantial contribution to ACMA since its establishment in July 2005.  

These appointments were made in accordance with the new APS merit-based selection arrangements for the appointment of agency heads and statutory office holders. 

The credentials of the new appointees’ are well known within the regulatory and communications sectors.

Ms Jennifer McNeill will bring a strong regulatory and consumer perspective to ACMA. She is currently special counsel to DLA Phillips Fox and was a Commissioner at the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC), from 2002 to 2007, including a term as Commissioner with primary responsibility for consumer protection.

Mr Geoff Luther has a wealth of expertise and experience in spectrum regulatory matters and radiocommunications. He has acted as a full-time Member of the former Australian Communications Authority, from 2003 to 2005, and was awarded the Public Service Medal in 2006 for his work on the development of a comprehensive spectrum allocation system for Australia.

Senator Birmingham asked:

How many vacancies remain to be filled by Ministerial (including Cabinet and Executive Council) appointments?
How long have the positions been vacant?

Answer: 

ACMA does not have any outstanding vacancies to the filled. 










Question: 129

Topic: Grants
Senator Birmingham asked:

What grants which have been approved by Ministers from within their portfolio?

Answer: 

The Minister has not approved the issue of any grants from ACMA.











Question: 130

Topic: Freedom of Information
Senator Birmingham asked:

Has ACMA received any advice on how to respond to freedom of information (FOI) requests?
How many FOI requests has ACMA received?
How many have been granted or denied?
How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?

Answer: 

ACMA has received no advice from the government on how to respond to FOI requests.  Some ACMA staff involved in processing FOI requests have elected to receive email updates on matters of interest in the FOI field. The email service is provided by the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet (FOIAPPS@pmc.gov.au).

ACMA has received 10 FOI requests since 26 November 2007.

In the period since 26 November 2007 the number of FOI requests:

· granted in full, 2; 

· granted in part, 5; 

· refused, 1; and 

· decisions pending, 2.

Since 26 November 2007, ACMA has not issued a conclusive certificate in relation to FOI requests 

� Section 109A(1) of the Radiocommunications Act 1992 contains provisions which restrict the services which can be provided on Channel B.


� ‘Major areas’ are those with transmitter sites with ERP greater than 10 kW.


� This commentary only applies to the major sites noted. It does not address issues that may apply at lower powered sites within the same general area. So, for example, issues relating to lower powered sites on Central Coast, Currumbin, or lower powered sites on Sunshine Coast apart from Bald Knob, are not addressed here.


� Section B.4 of ETSI Draft TR 102 377 V1.2.2 (2006-03) says ‘.. in a convergence DVB-H terminal the useable frequency range is limited to [746 MHz] and below due to interoperability considerations inside the handset’. European channel 55 has a centre frequency of 746 MHz and an upper frequency of 750 MHz. The highest Australian UHF channel that would comply with this constraint is channel 59 (743-750 MHz).





