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	Senator
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	Question
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	Output
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	1
	62 (24/2)
	Ian Macdonald
	ANARE – funding support
	Senator IAN MACDONALD—I really meant the ANARE Club. I understand they are getting some support from the division—minimal but significant just the same.

Mr Wooding—Yes, I know there is. I am terribly sorry; I do not have those figures with me, but I can get them on notice. I understand there is some support there. I am not sure of the precise nature of it.

Senator IAN MACDONALD—The last time I was talking to some of them they were sort of expressing to me a concern that the great tradition and histories of the expeditioners of old was parting company with the division, which would concern me. Perhaps I have got that wrong. Can anyone comment on that?

Ms Maddock—I could start by saying that, although very new, I am very conscious of those traditions. We will find out the information you want on notice.  …

Senator IAN MACDONALD—That is good. I might be wrong, but I seem to recall that you somehow assisted them in some resources at times for their various functions but that that was sort of drying up. Did someone tell me that?

Ms Mudie—I would have to take that on notice.
	AAD
	2.1
	30/04/09

	2
	67 (24/2)
	Siewert
	Caring for Country – regions funding
	Ms Rankin—Yes. We have advised regions, I think in the last week, of all of their guaranteed regional allocation for the next four years. So each region knows exactly what guaranteed baseline funding they will receive from Caring for our Country over the remaining years of the Caring for our Country program.

Senator SIEWERT—Can you tell us what that is and how it was decided?

Ms Rankin—Do you want me to go through all 56 regions?

Senator SIEWERT—I appreciate that I am not going to take up the limited amount of time we have with you going through each one. Is it possible for that list to be tabled?

Ms Rankin—It is, yes.
	AGLC
	1.2
	28/04/09

	3
	67 (24/2)
	Siewert
	Caring for Country – regional funding allocation
	Senator SIEWERT—For those regions that have a NAP.

Ms Rankin—For those regions that have NAPs.

Senator SIEWERT—How is that information presented in the table that you can provide us with? Can we see from that table which areas or regions have decreased their funding or stayed the same?

Ms Rankin—We can provide that information in whatever way you would like it. We could provide you with the historic average allocation by region and their guaranteed regional allocation.

Senator SIEWERT—That would be much appreciated.
	AGLC
	1.2
	28/04/09

	4
	70 (24/2)
	Siewert
	Caring for Country – forward allocations
	Senator SIEWERT—Have you set a percentage on the amount of forward allocations you are making?

Ms Rankin—… I would have to confirm and get back to you with the specific details, but it is a guideline only.
	AGLC
	1.2
	14/04/09

	5
	71 (24/2)
	Siewert
	Caring for Country – assessment panel
	Senator SIEWERT—We started talking about the different assessment panels. Rather than going through the detail now, would you be able to provide us with a list or some sort of schematic or whatever of how you intend to carry out the assessment process with the different themes and then how that will be assessed? Is that possible?

Ms Rankin—I can do that, yes.

Senator SIEWERT—I am conscious of the time.

Ms Rankin—I will not be able to give you names of panel members at this point, because we are still going through that.

Senator SIEWERT—Maybe how you are going to select those panel members would be useful, if you have decided that.
	AGLC
	1.2
	14/04/09

	6
	Written (19)
	Siewert
	Biodiversity
	1. Noting Chapter 7 of Australia's National Strategy for the Conservation of Australia's Biological Diversity. How much did the Commonwealth invest in implementing the requirement for the Commonwealth to review all appropriations bills and spending relevant to implementing the policy? 

2. Can the government give details of how, since the Strategy was finalised in 1996, this requirement has been incorporated into spending programs?

3. Since the Strategy was finalised in 1996, how much has been invested in tracking progress against the strategy, especially in monitoring and reporting outcomes relating to chapter 2 Integrating Biological Diversity Conservation and Natural Resource Management? Do forward estimates include funding for reviewing the effectiveness of the government's implementation of this part of strategy, especially considering the current re-writing of the national strategy that is underway?
	AGLC
	1.2
	14/04/09

	7
	Written (2)
	Brown
	Caring for our Country
	1. The Caring for Country budget for Tasmania's World Heritage area in 2008–09 is $3.4 million. How much of this budget is allocated to management of land by Indigenous groups?

2. The Caring for Country budget for Indigenous Protected Areas for 2008–13 is $21.65 million. How much of this budget is allocated to Tasmania? How much of the Tasmanian allocation is managed by Indigenous groups?
	AGLC
	1.2
	14/04/09

	8
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	NHT, National Land Care program, Environmental Stewardship program, Working on Country program
	1. How much funding will be available this year under each of these programs?

2. When will funding rounds be opening?

3. What will be the eligibility requirements for this funding?
	AGLC
	1.2
	15/04/09

	9
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Caring for Country, Landace - Funding
	1. How much funding will be available this year under Caring for our Country Community Coastcare?

2. How much funding will be available this year under Caring for our Country Open Grants?

3. Will any Green Corps places be cut?

4. How much funding will be available this year for Landcare groups?

5. Have there been any complaints or concerns about this funding from any of the groups involved?
	AGLC
	1.2
	28/04/09

	10
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Caring for Country - farmers
	The budget under Caring for our Country for the target of increasing the number of farmers to 42,000 is $40m over 4 years – this equates out to about $250/farmer/year.  

1. How does the Department suggest the $250 is spent to ensure the farmers adapt and become sustainable?

2. Does the Department envisage a group of farmers pooling the resources and then using these as a point of reference for other farmers?
	AGLC
	1.2
	28/04/09

	11
	121 (23/2)
	Birmingham
	Appointments – Artform boards
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—Okay. I am happy for you to take it on notice and provide the seven appointments to the various other artform boards.

Ms Bean—Certainly.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Perhaps you could also indicate who the retiring member or members were in those instances, if there were any.
	Arts
	4.1
	14/04/09

	12
	126 (23/2)
	Troeth
	Creative Australia - membership
	Senator TROETH—I see. Is it possible to confirm the membership of the panel?

Mr Tucker—Yes.

Senator TROETH—Would you be able to provide that to the committee?

Mr Tucker—We certainly can provide that…

Senator TROETH—If possible could there be a short background CV of each of the members?

Mr Tucker—Certainly a background and the organisation can be provided to the committee.
	Arts
	4.1
	14/04/09

	13
	126 (23/2)
	Troeth
	ANAM – Media release
	Mr Tucker—…We have had some very good interactions with the staff the new board has put in place. The minister and the university put out a press release I think it was last week with the new board members.

Senator TROETH—Could the committee have a copy of that?

Mr Tucker—Certainly.
	Arts
	4.1
	15/04/09

	14
	128 (23/2)
	Birmingham
	Disability in the Arts, Disadvantage in the Arts
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—…I understand this is a program funded, as I said, through the federal Regional Arts Fund, operating in Bunbury. As I said, it is called Disability in the Arts, Disadvantage in the Arts and it supports 150 disabled people in their activities.

The program is funded until the end of 2008, as I am advised, and they are awaiting some funding decisions from government. Are you aware of this issue at all?

Ms Bean—I am not aware of that specific project. I will just check to see if we know where it is at. … Certainly if there is a problem I would be happy to talk to Country Arts WA to sort it out.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Perhaps you could take it on notice to look into the program to which I have referred to see whether there is ongoing funding support for it and, if so, how much and over what time frame, in general. The Regional Arts Fund, as you said, is administered locally by local arts bodies. Is there a specific component of that that is dedicated to supporting disability ventures?

Ms Bean—Not specifically. I should say that the Regional Arts Fund is generally about project funding rather than organisational funding, so there must be some project element to it. Beyond that I do not know.

There is not a specific disability category or bucket but we certainly encourage the regional arts organisations to fund a wide diversity of projects and different types of groups.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Perhaps you could take that on notice. Also, if perhaps they are seeking funding through the wrong area, maybe you could at least suggest alternate programs that might be available for such an organisation.

Ms Bean—Certainly; I will have a look into it.
	Arts
	4.1
	28/04/09

	15
	129 (23/2)
	Birmingham
	Australian Youth Orchestra - funding
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—So they have got a core funding element that would reasonably be expected to be ongoing. Are you aware offhand, or can any of the officers tell us, of how much the additional funding is?

Ms Bean—No, I do not have that figure with me. I think it was under a million dollars.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—I suspect that is still a sizeable sum for the Australian Youth Orchestra?

Ms Bean—I am advised, Senator, that it is in the order of $500,000 to $600,000. It in fact comes up in 2010-2011.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—In 2010-2011?

Ms Bean—I will confirm that because you get bits and pieces of money going in and you can lose track sometimes.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—If you could confirm the last year in which they will receive that additional funding that would be appreciated.
	Arts
	4.1
	14/04/09

	16
	Written (3)
	Birmingham
	Australia Council – Board Appointments
	1. What is the gender ratio on each board across the portfolio, and what is the total ratio across the portfolio?

2. In which states/territories do these Board members reside?
	Arts
	4.1
	14/04/09

	17
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	ANAM
	1. A letter dated August 25, 2008, was sent by Minister Garrett to Australian National Academy of Music (ANAM) Chairman Mr John Haddad.  Was this letter drafted by the Department or within the Minister’s office?

2. On what bases were the nine funding requirements (included in the letter dated 25 August 2008) developed?

3. Who was included in the development of the nine requirements (included in the letter dated 25 August 2008)?

4. Was the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet involved in the drafting of this letter or any discussion surrounding the Government’s approach to ANAM?

5. Was the Minister included in discussions about this letter or the drafting of this letter and the funding requirements?
	Arts
	4.1
	14/04/09

	18
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	ANAM
	1. In previous years, has ANAM received one funding deed per financial year?

2. If yes, why was the decision taken to fund the 2008/09 period with two separate deeds? Was the decision made by the Minister or departmental staff?

3. What were the concerns of the Department (and Minister) with relation to ANAM’s previous bursary policy?
	Arts 
	4.1
	14/04/09

	19
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	ANAM
	1. Following this letter, were further discussions undertaken with the ANAM Board to discuss the Department’s wishes for an improved bursary policy?

2. If so, who was involved in these discussions?

3. Was the Minister or any of his staff involved in these discussions?

4. During discussions about these recommendations, were concerns raised about ANAM’s capacity as the national leader in classical music education?

5. With reference to the fourth recommendation listed in the letter, does the Department realise the contradiction of requiring the ongoing employment of a full-time artistic director when funding is only offered in six-month deeds?
	Arts 
	4.1
	14/04/09

	20
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	ANAM
	1. Given the Grant Report recommended the divesting of ANAM from Melbourne University, why was the decision taken to grant full control of the new academy to the University Board?

2. What was the exact funding allocation offered to Melbourne University for the establishment of a new academy?

3. Was the DPM&C involved in the decision to grant full control of the new academy to Melbourne University?

4. Was the Prime Minister’s Office involved in the decision to grant full control of the new academy to Melbourne University?
	Arts 
	4.1
	14/04/09

	21
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	ANAM
	1. Australian National Academy of Music – negotiations and reverting to its original name

2. Was Minister Garrett present at negotiations on December 6, 2008?

3. Were members of the Minister’s staff present at negotiations on December 7, 2008?

4. What costs were borne by the Department for travel to and from discussions with ANAM Board Members? 
	Arts 
	4.1
	14/04/09

	22
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	ANAM
	1. Has ANAM now received the second six-month funding deed that was originally proposed in the Minister’s letter dated August 25, 2008?

2. What is the funding allocation for the next six months?

3. Has there been any direction given by the Department or Minister’s office on how this money is to be spent?

4. Will ANAM be eligible for the additional $500,000 in funding offered by the Minister to Melbourne University on November 28, 2008?
	Arts 
	4.1
	14/04/09

	23
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	ANAM
	1. Will future funding deeds be offered on an annual or six-monthly basis?

2. What are the terms of funding attached to the new funding deed?

3. What is the status of the Minister’s nine original funding requirements, outlined in his letter of August 25, 2008?

4. Have these demands been abandoned?

5. Has the Department engaged a formal review process for ANAM for the coming 12 months?
	Arts 
	4.1
	14/04/09

	24
	118 (23/2)
	Birmingham
	Aust Council – Grants book 
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—Are you able to provide to the committee, ideally in written form—so if you have published a book then that is ideal—an exact list of grants for 2007-08? Could you outline the recipient, the title of the project and, in particular, a relatively clear description of what the project was?

Ms Keele—Yes, it is our grant book that we put out, so I will follow up on that.
	Aust Council
	4.1
	14/04/09

	25
	Written (3)
	Birmingham
	Australia Council – Efficiency Dividend 
	1. How has the Australia Council implemented the one-off two per cent efficiency dividend (ED)?  

2. Where have savings been achieved – i.e. which programs/resources have been cut?  

3. Has the Australia Council had to reduce any activities that it considers to be ‘core business’ or has it had to reduce service standards as a result of the ED?
	Aust Council
	4.1
	14/04/09

	26
	Written (3)
	Birmingham
	Australia Council – Staffing
	1. Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?  If so, where and at what level?

2. Are there any plans for staff reductions?  If so, please advise details i.e. reduction target, how this will be achieved, services/programs to be cut etc.

3. What changes are underway or planned for graduate recruitment, cadetships or similar programs?  Are such employment programs being reduced? If so, by how many and has the Australia Council done an analysis on long term effect on retention and attrition?

4. Has the Australia Council’s consultancy expenditure increased due to reduced staffing?
	Aust Council
	4.1
	01/05/09

	27
	Written (3)
	Birmingham
	Australia Council – Appropriation
	Noting the Government’s  Federal Financial Relations Bill 2009, which appropriates money to Treasury to pass on to the States;

· Does the Australia Council receive any appropriations that will be transferred to the Treasury Dept? 

·  What are these?
	Aust Council
	4.1
	14/04/09

	28
	Written (3)
	Birmingham
	Australia Council – Resourcing 
	Does the Australia Council have enough analytical resources at its disposal?  For example, the Government has cut funding to the ABS – is the Australia Council provided with enough data collection for evidence-based policy making and evaluation?  
	Aust Council
	4.1
	14/04/09

	29
	Written (3)
	Birmingham
	Australia Council – Finance
	1. Did the Australia Council use any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure in 2007-08?  

2. Has the Australia Council used any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure this year?  

3. Has any depreciation funding been used for purposes other than the replacement of capital items in 2007-08?

4. How much has the Australia Council spent on the replacement of capital items in the first six months of 2008-09? 
	Aust Council
	4.1
	14/04/09

	30
	Written (3)
	Birmingham
	Australia Council – Stimulus package
	1. Does the Australia Council have any involvement in measures announced as part of the $42 billion budget stimulus package?

2. If so, was (and when was) the Australia Council asked for input before the stimulus package was announced?

3. When did the Australia Council know details about the stimulus package affecting its portfolio?
	Aust Council
	4.1
	14/04/09

	31
	Written (3)
	Birmingham
	Australia Council - staffing
	1. What is the current total staffing for the Australia Council – permanent and temporary?

2. What was the total Full Time Equivalent (FTE) staffing level for the Australia Council on 1 July 2008?

3. How many permanent staff were recruited in calendar year (CY) 2008 and in financial year (FY) 2008-09 to date?  What level are these staff?

4. How many temporary positions exist or have been created in CY 2008 and in FY 2008-09 to date?

5. For CY 2008 and FY 2008-09 to date, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	Aust Council
	4.1
	01/05/09

	32
	Written (3)
	Birmingham
	Australia Council - underspending
	1. Which programs are currently tracking for an underspend this financial year? 

2. How many of the Australia Council’s funding programs/budget measures lapse this Financial Year and what are they?
	Aust Council
	4.1
	01/05/09

	33
	Written (3)
	Birmingham
	Australia Council – Gershon Review 
	1. What impact will the Gershon Review have on the Australia Council?  

2. How much money will be saved?  

3. Will the Australia Council be required to return any money to Budget for 2009-10?
	Aust Council
	4.1
	14/04/09

	34
	Written (3)
	Birmingham
	Australia Council – Media Monitoring
	1. How much was spent on media monitoring in CY 2008?

2. How much has been spent on media monitoring in FY 2008-09 to date?

3. How many staff in the Australia Council are employed for media related duties?
	Aust Council
	4.1
	14/04/09

	35
	Written (3)
	Birmingham
	Australia Council - Communications
	1. What communications programs has the Australia Council undertaken, or is planning to undertake?

2. For each program, what is the total spend? Please detail including media advertisements (where placed and costs).

3. What was the total spend on advertising by the Australia Council in CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?
	Aust Council
	4.1
	01/05/09

	36
	Written (3)
	Birmingham
	Australia Council - Hospitality
	1. What is the Australia Council's hospitality spend for CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?

2. Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of all events.
	Aust Council
	4.1
	14/04/09

	37
	Written (3)
	Birmingham
	Australia Council
	1. Has the Australia Council received any advice on how to respond to Freedom of Information (FOI) requests?

2. How many FOI requests has the Australia Council received?

3. How many have been granted or denied?

4. How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	Aust Council
	4.1
	14/04/09

	38
	Written (3)
	Birmingham
	Australia Council - Consultancies
	1. How many consultancies have been undertaken or are underway since November 2007?  

2. Please identify the name of the consultant, the subject matter of the consultancy, the duration and cost of the consultancy, and the method of procurement (i.e. open tender, direct source, etc).  Please also include total value for all consultancies.  

3. How many consultancies are planned or budgeted for this calendar year?  

4. Have these been published in the Australia Council’s Annual Procurement Plan (APP) on the AusTender website?  If not, why not?  In each case please identify the subject matter, duration, cost and method of procurement as above, and the name of the consultant if known.
	Aust Council
	4.1
	14/04/09

	39
	100 (24/2)
	Abetz
	Gunns Pulp Mill
	Senator ABETZ—We can go to that later. What is that advice and are we able to have that made available? I note that another report was made available and a lot of mischief created with it, but clearly there is another report. I am just wondering what the advice is and can we get a copy of it.

Mr Burnett—I will take that on notice. I can tell you in terms of the general process that the Independent Expert Group provided quite comprehensive advice in relation to each of those modules. It is advice to the minister. I will take it on notice…
	AWD
	1.5
	28/04/09

	40
	103 (24/2)
	Abetz
	Gunns Pulp Mill
	Senator ABETZ—Sorry, I used the term ‘report’ and I should have used the term ‘document’. Is there a document that exists that basically sets out in tabulation form that which is at table 26 on page 57 of module L?

Mr Early—I do not think there is. There is information about those various parameters, but I do not think there is anything that replicates that table.

Mr Burnett—We will check, but I am not aware of any other report. The only document that I can think of is the advice of the IEG to the minister. There may have been correspondence, but I do not know.

Senator ABETZ—Can you please take that on notice and search very carefully, because I have a feeling there may be such a document that was relied upon potentially for table 26 in module L. I will leave that aspect.

Senator Wong—Just to be clear, you are asking the department to take on notice whether there is a document with the figures that are in table 26?

Senator ABETZ—That is it. If there is such a document can it be made available and, if not, why not? I accept it may be commercially sensitive, but let us wait and see. I was going to ask about the trigger levels in that document. The trigger levels in module L are different from those that were being considered in the Herzfeld report. Is that correct?
	AWD
	1.5
	06/05/09

	41
	104 (24/2)
	Abetz
	Gunns Pulp Mill
	Senator ABETZ—What did you do to notify them? Did you tell them a letter was coming in the mail or you were going to fax it?

Mr Burnett—From recollection, I telephoned Mr Calton Frame of Gunns, advised him of the decision, and then emailed him a PDF version of the minister’s letter. That was at approximately 12 o’clock.

Senator ABETZ—So if you could get me the exact date, because I assume your email send box would tell you the time you sent it. That would be of interest to me. Mr Burnett, you were the one to ring Gunns?
	AWD
	1.5
	28/04/09

	42
	105 (24/2)
	Abetz
	Gunns Pulp Mill
	Senator ABETZ—I want to know why the minister has not answered my questions that I put on notice— and this is a direct one to you, Minister—that should have been answered by now so that I could pursue this very issue today.

Senator Wong—I will have to take that on notice. I hear your criticism of the delay and will ascertain if we can provide the answer—
	AWD
	1.5
	28/04/09

	43
	106 (24/2)
	Abetz
	Gunns Pulp Mill
	Senator ABETZ—No wonder the department tells us they only saw an early version of the release. Allow me to move on. Does the minister stand by his assertion that Gunns may have misled the Australian Stock Exchange with the letter that they wrote?

Mr Early—We cannot answer that.
Senator ABETZ—Take that on notice. Once again, this was a hugely serious matter raised by the minister and, given all the information that has come out tonight, it would seem that what was put to the Australian Stock Exchange was quite appropriate. 
	AWD
	1.5
	28/04/09

	44
	106 (24/2)
	Abetz
	Gunns Pulp Mill
	Senator ABETZ - Finally, does the department have any advice as to the various levels of pollutants in the Tamar River at the moment?

Senator Wong—As a base line?

Senator ABETZ—Yes, as a base line.

Mr Burnett—I would have to take that on notice. I do not know what information the department holds.
	AWD
	1.5
	28/04/09

	45
	107 (24/2)
	Xenophon
	Sugarloaf Pipeline – Condition 12
	Senator XENOPHON—Thank you, Chair. In relation to the Sugarloaf pipeline, the approval given by the minister on 12 September had 17 conditions. Condition 12 referred to: The pipeline crossing of the Yea River flood plain must ensure passage of groundwater. This may be achieved by use of a groundwater shunt within the deep channel to permit the water tables to equilibrate post construction across the pipeline or by some alternative method. Could you indicate what the status of that particular condition is and also whether an alternative method has been used in relation to the Yea River?

Mr Burnett—Senator, I do have information on some of those conditions but I do not think I have any information on that specific condition.

Senator XENOPHON—Perhaps you can take that on notice, thank you.

Senator Wong—That was in relation to condition 12.
	AWD
	1.5
	28/04/09

	46
	107 (24/2)
	Xenophon
	Sugarloaf pipeline – Condition 14
	Senator XENOPHON—Yes. Condition 14 states:   ….
Specifically in relation to the issue of the auditing of the water, what is proposed with respect to that? I note that the Victorian Auditor-General in a different context with the state government had some criticisms of their process with respect to the proposed water savings. What is proposed in terms of that condition being complied with?

Mr Burnett—We are writing to the proponent to indicate that we wish to consent to the nominated independent auditor the right of veto.

Senator XENOPHON—So that auditor has not been appointed as yet?

Mr Burnett—Not as far as I know.

Senator XENOPHON—What time frame are we looking at for the auditor to be appointed?

Mr Burnett—I do not know, Senator, I would have to take that on notice. The report is not due for 12 months so I do not know exactly when the auditor will be appointed.

Senator XENOPHON—Is it anticipated that there might be some preparatory work done by the auditor prior to that time, prior to August?

Mr Burnett—Sorry, Senator, that is just too detailed for me. I do not have that information.

Senator XENOPHON—Okay; perhaps you could take that on notice.
	AWD
	1.5
	28/04/09

	47
	109 (24/2)
	Heffernan
	Sugarloaf Pipeline
	Senator HEFFERNAN—So that is delivered in the pipeline, which is net?

Senator Wong—We can take that on notice, and I think Ms Skippington will, but the provision to which she is referring in condition 11 indicates the cap—in other words, not more than 75 gigalitres. It is not a minimum.
	AWD
	1.5
	28/04/09

	48
	110-111 (24/2)
	Birmingham
	Sugarloaf Pipeline
	BIRMINGHAM—But all that says is that there may be no more than 75 gigalitres in any one year; that does not say ‘not more than 75 gigalitres as a third of the savings generated’.

Senator FISHER—Seventy-five could be 100 per cent of savings.

Ms Skippington—May I take that on notice?

….

Senator BIRMINGHAM—No, my question is: what in these conditions mandates the savings to actually be achieved. Can 100 per cent of savings be extracted up to 75 gigalitres?

Senator Wong—That is actually the same question, but that is fine. Ms Skippington has taken that on notice.
	AWD
	1.5
	28/04/09

	49
	116 (24/2)
	Hanson-Young
	Lower Lakes
	Senator HANSON-YOUNG—Did this letter that Minister Garrett has written to the South Australian Premier—without seeing the letter it is hard for me to really understand what was in it—suggest an integrated system or strategy to deal with the crisis that we face in the Lower Lakes? Did it specifically say in that letter that we need to be looking at these proposals together and not looking at them in isolation, and therefore any type of environmental impact assessment would need to be looked at from an holistic view?

Senator Wong—There are a lot of aspects to that question—it was a triple- or quadruple-barrelled one. I think Ms Middleton has outlined broadly in response to some of your earlier questions aspects of the letter from Minister Garrett to the Premier in relation to the issues you have raised. I think if there is significant further detail on that we would have to take that on notice.
	AWD
	1.5
	28/04/09

	50
	116 (24/2)
	Hanson-Young
	Lower Lakes
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—It would probably assist deliberations if you were able to table Minister Garrett’s letter.

Senator Wong—We will take that on notice.
	AWD
	1.5
	28/04/09

	51
	117 (24/2)
	Hanson-Young
	Lower Lakes 
	Senator Wong—I am neither confirming nor denying that. But I will take on notice the issue of whether Minister Garrett has any further information about his expectations of the proponent, South Australia, in relation to the integration of the various EPBC Act referrals. Is that reasonable?

Senator HANSON-YOUNG—That is reasonable.

Senator Wong—Okay.

Senator HANSON-YOUNG—And whether Minister Garrett has any more expectations in terms of what type of public consultation would be required to ensure that that was done.

Senator Wong—In addition to the ones to which Ms Middleton has referred, which are already public consultations under the EPBC Act?

Senator HANSON-YOUNG—Yes, but they are not an integrated strategy, are they?

Senator Wong—That is a matter for others to comment on.

Senator HANSON-YOUNG—Well, they are not.

Senator Wong—I will take that on notice.
	AWD
	1.5
	28/04/09

	52
	25 (24/2)
	Scullion
	Cocos (Keeling) Islands - Pulu Keeling
	Senator SCULLION—I have some questions principally in relation to part of my electorate in Cocos Keeling, Pulu Keeling, the park and the management plan and issues associated with that. As you would be well aware, there is a degree of community concern about the exact position of the reference. I am not sure—I have to use the right terminology—but the Environment, Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 has a whole range of steps, so whether it is referred or a public inquiry, where are we up to with it? Could you provide a report on where we are up to now, what is the next stage and perhaps provide some indications of the timing about when decisions associated with that process will in fact be made? I think that is the EPBC Act reference 2002/844 proposal. I am not sure whether that is absolutely correct, but that is the indication of the actual application.

Mr Early—I could provide more detail on notice if what I am about to say is not quite correct, but my understanding is that the referral required some consideration by the community, and they were to come back with some advice to the department. I do not think that has actually happened. I think the action is with the community to determine precisely what it is they want and how they want to achieve it. If that is not the case, I will clarify that on notice.

Senator SCULLION—Perhaps you would take on notice, because I am sure the information is at hand or behind you, the exact information that is required of the community to provide? … perhaps you can help me with this, that it was back to the community to see what they thought about something. If that area is seeking their advice on numbers, times or specifics of the management, I would understand that. But given the general theme has not changed—and I note there is a fair bit of action behind there, Mr Early—perhaps you could provide me with the nature of the overall framework of the sorts of issues that the community now has to provide?
	AWD
	1.2
	01/05/09

	53
	26 (24/2)
	Scullion
	Cocos (Keeling) Islands – Red footed booby, Sula sula
	Senator SCULLION—I am happy to table the letter, but it states in part, ‘As the Cocos Congress,’ who own the island and lease it to the director ‘has expressed its concern that the matter of community management plan for the harvesting of red-footed boobies, Sula sula, in the Cocos (Keeling) Islands has dragged on for some time, at the Cocos Congress meeting held on 31 July 2007, it was decided not to proceed with either the community restoration of habitat on the southern atoll on Cocos (Keeling) Islands or the hand-raising of seabird chicks at this stage.’  …

My question is: where are we up to with this process? What I need to be convinced of is not only that you are not dragging your feet, but I want to know that you have not made a fundamental decision that Environment Australia has simply decided that that is not going to happen. I think the people on Cocos deserve to have that answer rather than the frustration of continual meetings. I understand that you are still trying to get some detail, but I thought I would provide the background, and perhaps for the benefit of others on the committee, the reasons and the motive for my line of questioning.

Mr Early—I am afraid we will need to take some of that on notice, but in answer to the second part of your question, I can assure you that there has been no decision from the department or the minister that says that this proposal cannot go ahead. Having said that, I am not quite sure what stage we are at, so I will have to take that on notice.

Senator SCULLION—I had assumed that your officers would have had something to hand. I am not pressing you on this, but perhaps you can give me an understanding in terms of timing. On notice, I would not have thought it would have been too difficult, that the information would be available today. I think it is important.

Mr Early—We will try to get it today.  …

Senator SCULLION—Would you be able to provide me with the

numbers of surveys that have been conducted, say, in the last five years, in addition to those things on notice, and provide me also on notice—I expect that you do not have it here, in view of the fact that more substantive answers are not available—with the results of those surveys? Would you be able to provide me with the sort of formulaic structure of a sustainable use plan? I assume that you are getting this baseline data, and from that baseline data you will then use some sort of a formula to establish whether you have ‘some take’ or ‘no take’ based on whatever the numbers are. Can you take those questions on notice?

Mr Early—Yes.

Senator SCULLION—Perhaps you would be able to tell me directly what sort of a framework, in terms of access, has been planned by the department when you have finalised the results of the surveys?

Mr Early—I can provide all of that information on notice.
	AWD
	1.2
	01/05/09

	54
	29 (24/2)
	Scullion
	Cocos (Keeling) Islands – Red footed booby, Sula sula
	Senator SCULLION—There was an agreement in 1986. I have sourced a copy. If you have a copy of the 1986 agreement that deals in that matter, I would really appreciate it. … So correct me; tell me exactly what the understanding of the Commonwealth is with regard to any agreement to proceed to a sustainable take of Sula sula on Keeling Island.

Mr Early—I cannot tell you precisely because I do not have the documentation in front of me. I was trying to clarify the situation for you. I would not at any stage suggest that the application came out of the blue. We have known since the very beginning that the community wanted to harvest the booby. That has been on the table. All I am saying is that I do not think at any stage the Commonwealth or any minister has actually agreed to that. It has always been: ‘We’ll discuss it and we’ll see what can be done.’

Senator SCULLION—That is not entirely true. I understand the provision in the park plan for permits to be issued for the take of booby birds on Horsburgh Island for periods of time, with that capacity to remain with the director, was a function of the original discussions. Otherwise, why would that have all appeared in your own plans?

Mr Early—I really cannot add anything. I am happy to go back and give you the information on notice.
	AWD
	1.2
	

	55
	30 (24/2)
	Scullion
	Cocos (Keeling) Islands – Red footed booby – correspondence
	Senator SCULLION—If I can put you on notice, at the next set of estimates I would like to be able to comprehensively examine all of the written agreements and the correspondence. That would be very useful. In fact, on notice, could you provide me with that? I am interested only in the correspondence with respect to the agreements about the original lease arrangements and any of the correspondence there has been with regard to this.
	AWD
	1.2
	

	56
	33 (24/2)
	Siewert
	Christmas Island – mining issue
	Senator SIEWERT—What is the time frame then for the department to decide whether it is new information?

Mr Burnett—I am not sure that there is a time frame. The court set aside the previous minister’s final decision, but not all the preliminary stages, so it goes back into that end stage. I am not sure as a matter of legal interpretation whether the standard decision making time frame applies or not.

Senator SIEWERT—Could you maybe take that on notice? I am obviously keen to find out what the process is from here, how you decide what a significant change is, how the community finds out what is going on and how the minister makes a decision. It seems to me that there is a potential that the community can get cut out of making any comment here on what could potentially be a significant decision by the minister, if the minister overturns the previous minister’s advice.

Mr Burnett—We will take it on notice, but as Mr Early said, we are talking about if there is any significant new information.  …

Senator SIEWERT—Could you take on notice the actual steps and the time line, because I understand from your answers that you cannot tell me at the moment. 
	AWD
	1.2
	28/04/09

	57
	98 (24/2)
	Cormann
	EPBC approvals
	Senator CORMANN—Because I have to move along could you perhaps give me on notice the number of projects that your department has got themselves involved in on the basis of national environmental significance over the last three calendar years and perhaps could you have a closer look at the case that I have referred to, ,[Carrabungup quarry]  which is one of a number of examples that I have in my home state of Western Australia, to give me an indication as to whether that you think that the way it is currently being handled is appropriate? On that basis I would be happy to conclude.
	AWD
	1.5
	01/05/09

	58
	Written (19)
	Siewert
	Wetlands 
	Why doesn't the Government consider Duck shooting on Ramsar Wetlands (with waterbird numbers down by 82% across eastern Australia, diminished wetlands due to ongoing drought and climate change and birds crossing borders in search of wetlands –now a matter of national environmental significance?
	AWD
	1.5.4
	28/04/09

	59
	12 (24/2)
	Ian Macdonald
	GFE Monitoring system – local input
	Senator IAN MACDONALD—Could you take on notice to give me some information about the GFE and what part local import and local observations play in the accuracy or otherwise of that system?

Mr Foley—Certainly, and in the interests of time, I would be happy to supply that.
	BOM
	1.1
	14/04/09

	60
	4 (24/2)
	Ian Macdonald
	Australian Sea Temperatures – ref Qon 84 SBE
	Senator IAN MACDONALD—Thank you for your answers to my questions on notice at the last estimates committee where you gave me details showing that for the seven year period between 2000 and 2006 the average surface sea temperature,  …

What I was looking for last time, but perhaps you can get it for me this time if you do not have it with you, is what the sea temperatures are doing around Australia. I am a Queenslander and therefore I am always interested in the Great Barrier Reef and the Gulf and right along the east coast of Australia. Do you do temperature readings of those areas?  …
I assume you do not have the figures in your head or in your folder there so perhaps on notice you could give me some indications over the periods that I have used, just to keep it consistent with the UK research, of the sea temperatures in the north of Australia, both east and west— wherever you do the recordings—for those same periods of 2000 to 2006 and the last 18 months perhaps updated to the last 24 months, depending on what your information is. 
	BOM
	1.1
	14/04/09

	61
	7 (24/2)

ECA 12
	Ian Macdonald
	Aviation forecasts - cancelations
	Senator IAN MACDONALD—You would be aware—perhaps better than I, and I do not have the details—of plane cancellations for aircraft coming out of Melbourne. They are being told by Brisbane what the weather forecasts are—and how much fuel they put on in Melbourne depends on the weather. They get to

Townsville and your model has told them one thing but the locals, from their base in Townsville, can actually see what is happening and know the models are wrong. There was quite a celebrated incident recently where an aircraft was in some trouble over that, because they could not get the right forecast. Are you aware of that?

Mr Foley—I am not aware of that particular incident.  …

Senator IAN MACDONALD—Also on notice, could you please check for me that incident? I am bit vague, but I am quite confident you will have detail with the problems at Major Creek with an aircraft because the Brisbane observers took little notice of data that was put in by the locals.
	BOM
	1.1
	14/04/09

	62
	Written (4)
	Birmingham
	BOM – Efficiency Divend
	1. How has the Bureau implemented the one-off two per cent efficiency dividend (ED)?  

2. Where have savings been achieved – i.e. which programs/resources have been cut?  

3. Has the Bureau had to reduce any activities that it considers to be ‘core business’ or has it had to reduce service standards as a result of the ED?
	BOM
	1.1
	20/04/09

	63
	Written (4)
	Birmingham
	BOM - Staffing
	1. Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?  If so, where and at what level?

2. Are there any plans for staff reductions?  If so, please advise details i.e. reduction target, how this will be achieved, services/programs to be cut etc.

3. What changes are underway or planned for graduate recruitment, cadetships or similar programs?  Are such employment programs being reduced? If so, by how many and has the Bureau done an analysis on long term effect on retention and attrition?

4. Has the Bureau’s consultancy expenditure increased due to reduced staffing?
	BOM
	1.1
	20/04/09

	64
	Written (4)
	Birmingham
	BOM – Appropriation
	Noting the Government’s  Federal Financial Relations Bill 2009, which appropriates money to Treasury to pass on to the States;

· Does the Bureau receive any appropriations that will be transferred to the Treasury Dept?  

· What are these?
	BOM
	1.1
	14/04/09

	65
	Written (4)
	Birmingham
	BOM – Resourcing
	Does the Bureau have enough analytical resources at its disposal?  For example, the Government has cut funding to the ABS – is the Bureau provided with enough data collection for evidence-based policy making and evaluation?  
	BOM
	1.1
	14/04/09

	66
	Written (4)
	Birmingham
	BOM - Funding
	1. Did the Bureau use any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure in 2007-08?  

2. Has the Bureau used any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure this year?  

3. Has any depreciation funding been used for purposes other than the replacement of capital items in 2007-08?

4. How much has the Bureau spent on the replacement of capital items in the first six months of 2008-09? 
	BOM
	1.1
	14/04/09

	67
	Written (4)
	Birmingham
	BOM – Stimulus package
	1. Does the Bureau have any involvement in measures announced as part of the $42 billion budget stimulus package?

2. If so, was (and when was) the Bureau asked for input before the stimulus package was announced?

3. When did the Bureau know details about the stimulus package affecting its portfolio?
	BOM
	1.1
	14/04/09

	68
	Written (4)
	Birmingham
	BOM - Staffing
	1. What is the current total staffing for the Bureau – permanent and temporary?

2. What was the total Full Time Equivalent (FTE) staffing level for the Bureau on 1 July 2008?

3. How many permanent staff were recruited in calendar year (CY) 2008 and in financial year (FY) 2008-09 to date?  What level are these staff?

4. How many temporary positions exist or have been created in CY 2008 and in FY 2008-09 to date?

5. For CY 2008 and FY 2008-09 to date, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?

6. Were there any staff cuts at the Bureau of Meteorology in 2008?

7. Will any volunteer or paid workers be cut this year? If so, could a detailed breakdown of when and where these job losses will occur be provided?

8. Will the Bureau of Meteorology be taking any new graduates in 2009?
	BOM
	1.1
	30/04/09

	69
	Written (4)
	Birmingham
	BOM – Underspends
	1. Which programs are currently tracking for an underspend this financial year?

2. How many of the Bureau’s funding programs/budget measures lapse this Financial Year and what are they?
	BOM
	1.1
	14/04/09

	70
	Written (4)
	Birmingham
	BOM – Gershon Review
	1. What impact will the Gershon Review have on the Bureau?  

2. How much money will be saved?  

3. Will the Bureau be required to return any money to Budget for 2009-10?
	BOM
	1.1
	30/04/09

	71
	Written (4)
	Birmingham
	BOM – Media Monitoring
	1. How much was spent on media monitoring in CY 2008?

2. How much has been spent on media monitoring in FY 2008-09 to date?

3. How many staff in the Bureau are employed for media related duties?
	BOM
	1.1
	14/04/09

	72
	Written (4)
	Birmingham
	BOM – Government Advertising
	1. What communications programs has the Bureau undertaken, or is planning to undertake?

2. For each program, what is the total spend? Please detail including media advertisements (where placed and costs).

3. What was the total spend on advertising by the Bureau in CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?
	BOM
	1.1
	20/04/09

	73
	Written (4)
	Birmingham
	BOM - Hospoitality
	1. What is the Bureau's hospitality spend for CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?

2. Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of all events
	BOM
	1.1
	20/04/09

	74
	Written (4)
	Birmingham
	BOM - Board Appointments
	1. What is the gender ratio on each board across the portfolio, and what is the total ratio across the portfolio?

2. In which states/territories do these Board members reside?
	BOM
	1.1
	14/04/09

	75
	Written (4)
	Birmingham
	BOM – Freedom of information
	1. Has the Bureau received any advice on how to respond to Freedom of Information (FOI) requests?

2. How many FOI requests has the Bureau received?

3. How many have been granted or denied?

4. How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	BOM
	1.1
	14/04/09

	76
	Written (4)
	Birmingham
	BOM - Consultancies
	1. How many consultancies have been undertaken or are underway since November 2007?  

2. Please identify the name of the consultant, the subject matter of the consultancy, the duration and cost of the consultancy, and the method of procurement (i.e. open tender, direct source, etc).  Please also include total value for all consultancies.  

3. How many consultancies are planned or budgeted for this calendar year?  

4. Have these been published in the Bureau’s Annual Procurement Plan (APP) on the AusTender website?  If not, why not?  In each case please identify the subject matter, duration, cost and method of procurement as above, and the name of the consultant if known.
	BOM
	1.1
	06/05/09

	77
	Written (4)
	Birmingham
	BOM – Weather Stations
	1. Will any weather stations be closed? If so, can a detailed breakdown of which stations will be closed and when please be provided?

2. Will there be any new Doppler Radars funded in Australia? In particular, will there be a Doppler Radar funded in Western NSW?
	BOM
	1.1
	14/04/09

	78
	Written (4)
	Birmingham
	BOM – Climate Change research
	1. How much funding was given to the Bureau of Meteorology for research into climate change in 2008?

2. How much funding will be given to the Bureau of Meteorology for research into climate change in 2009?
	BOM
	1.1
	30/04/09

	79
	Written (14)
	Humphries
	Staffing 
	How many SES positions were there in this department as at: 

· 24 November 2007

· 26 February 2009
	CSD
	All
	01/05/09

	80
	Written (15) 
	Johnston
	Ministerial Travel
	1. Please provide details of the Minister’s travels during 2008-09, including:

· Purpose of the trip

· Which staff attended – and their position

· How many nights away

· Cost of the travel – broken down by 

· Air fares

· Accommodation

· Other expenses.

2. Were any costs covered by private companies, unions or other organisations?

3. If so, please provide details
	CSD
	All
	

	81
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – Efficiency Dividend
	1. How has the Department implemented the one-off two per cent efficiency dividend (ED)?  

2. Where have savings been achieved – i.e. which programs/resources have been cut?  

3. Has the Department had to reduce any activities that it considers to be ‘core business’ or has it had to reduce service standards as a result of the ED?
	CSD
	All
	01/05/09

	82
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – Staffing
	1. Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?  If so, where and at what level?

2. Are there any plans for staff reductions?  If so, please advise details i.e. reduction target, how this will be achieved, services/programs to be cut etc.

3. What changes are underway or planned for graduate recruitment, cadetships or similar programs?  Are such employment programs being reduced? If so, by how many and has the Department done an analysis on long term effect on retention and attrition?

4. Has the Department’s consultancy expenditure increased due to reduced staffing?
	CSD
	All
	01/05/09

	83
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – Appropriation
	1. Noting the Government’s  Federal Financial Relations Bill 2009, which appropriates money to Treasury to pass on to the States;

2. Does the Department receive any appropriations that will be transferred to the Treasury Dept?  

3. What are these?

4. Does the Department have enough analytical resources at its disposal?  For example, the Government has cut funding to the ABS – is the Department provided with enough data collection for evidence-based policy making and evaluation?  

5. Did the Department use any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure in 2007-08?  

6. Has the Department used any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure this year?  

7. Has any depreciation funding been used for purposes other than the replacement of capital items in 2007-08?

8. How much has the Department spent on the replacement of capital items in the first six months of 2008-09? 
	CSD
	All
	

	84
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – staffing
	1. What is the current total staffing for the Department – permanent and temporary?  

2. What was the total Full Time Equivalent (FTE) staffing level for the Department on 1 July 2008?

3. How many permanent staff were recruited in calendar year (CY) 2008 and in financial year (FY) 2008-09 to date?  What level are these staff?

4. How many temporary positions exist or have been created in CY 2008 and in FY 2008-09 to date?

5. For CY 2008 and FY 2008-09 to date, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?

6. What is the total reduction in staff since the Government came to office?  Please break down by level of employment and also retrenchment, natural attrition/non-replacement etc.
	CSD
	All
	01/05/09

	85
	Written (5)
	Birmingham & Johnston 
	DEWHA – Hybrid cars
	1. Does the Minister drive a Prius or hybrid car as an official car?  If not, what does he drive?

2. Does the Chief Executive of the Department drive a Prius or hybrid car?

3. If not, what does he drive as an official car?

4. How many official Prius or hybrid cars have been assigned to the Department?  How does this compare with other vehicles?  Please provide a full breakdown of the fleet driven by Ministerial and departmental officers.
	CSD
	All
	01/05/09

	86
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – Gershon Review
	1. What impact will the Gershon Review have on the Department?  

2. How much money will be saved?  

3. Will the Department be required to return any money to Budget for 2009-10?
	CSD
	All
	01/05/09

	87
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – Ministerial staff
	1. For each Minister/Parliamentary Secretary in the portfolio, how many personal staff are employed, how many vacancies exist and what levels are these positions?

2. How many laptops, mobile phones and PDAs does the Department provide to the personal staff of each Minister/Parliamentary Secretary?

3. How many Departmental Liaison Officers (DLOs) are currently allocated to each Minister/Parliamentary Secretary?

4. Do any DLOs provide policy advice?

5. Are any Departmental officers on secondment to the office of the Minister/Parliamentary Secretary? If so, how many and to whom?
	CSD
	All
	

	88
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – Hospitality
	1. What is the Department's hospitality spend for CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date? Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of all events.

2. For each Minister/Parliamentary Secretary's office, please detail total hospitality spend CY 2008 and FY 2008/09 to date. Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of each event.
	CSD
	All
	

	89
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – Consultancies
	1. How many consultancies have been undertaken or are underway since November 2007?  

2. Please identify the name of the consultant, the subject matter of the consultancy, the duration and cost of the consultancy, and the method of procurement (i.e. open tender, direct source, etc).  Please also include total value for all consultancies.  

3. How many consultancies are planned or budgeted for this calendar year?  

4. Have these been published in the Department’s Annual Procurement Plan (APP) on the AusTender website?  If not, why not?  In each case please identify the subject matter, duration, cost and method of procurement as above, and the name of the consultant if known.
	CSD
	All
	

	90
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	External Consultancies
	How much the Department spend on external consultants in 2008?  Please detail the purpose and deliverables for any consultants that were engaged.  Please detail instances where project costs exceeded initial budgets.  In each case, please detail the initial budget and final cost.
	CSD
	All
	

	91
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Staff Training
	In relation to both Departmental and Ministerial staff, please provide details of staff training activities undertaken this financial year, and planned for next financial year.  Please provide a breakdown of costs, the nature of the training programs run, numbers of staff involved by level of employment and any instances of external consultants being engaged.
	CSD
	All
	01/05/09

	92
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – underspend
	1. Which programs are currently tracking for an underspend this financial year?

2. How many of the Department’s funding programs/budget measures lapse this Financial Year and what are they?
	CSD/PCD
	All
	

	93
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Waste 
	1. Why was private firm Hyder Consulting Partners commissioned to conduct a project scoping report on waste management in 2008?

2. The estimated budget for this consultancy was $60,000.  What was the final cost?

3. What were the conclusions of the final report?   Please provide a copy.

4. What other projects have Hyder Consulting being carrying out for the Department?

5. What is the role of Hyder Consulting in providing scoping reports for Cabinet submissions?

6. What is the role of Hyder Consulting in developing policy and developing Cabinet submissions?
	EQD
	1.5.2
	

	94
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Consultancies
	Project Scoping report – Cabinet Submission on Waste Management initiated by Minister Garrett (continued from previous question)

1. Please detail the consultancies and also the projects and total costs for other project scoping reports?

2. To what extent does the Department use private consultancies to carry out project scoping reports?  Please provide full details.

3. To what extent does the Department engage private consultancies to prepare Cabinet submissions?

4. The project scoping for the waste management report listed the risk of the document being leaked as “unlikely”.  Does the Department stand by this assessment?

5. What is the role of private consultancy Innovation Partners in providing scoping reports for Cabinet submissions?

6. What is the role of Innovation Partners in developing policy and developing Cabinet submissions?
	EQD/CSD
	All
	

	95
	16 (24/2)
	Ian Macdonald
	Water quality monitoring and reporting program
	Senator IAN MACDONALD—Can you, either now or on notice, tell me how much of the $22 million has been spent up to as recently as you have looked at the chequebook?

Dr Reichelt—I can give you approximate answers now and would be happy to follow up. There are contracts for the current year of approximately $3 million for the monitoring. The $22 million is spread over five years. We are committing now for this current year with about $3 million for monitoring.
	GBRMPA
	1.2
	20/04/09

	96
	Written (7)
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA
	1. How has GBRMPA implemented the one-off two per cent efficiency dividend (ED)?  

2. Where have savings been achieved – i.e. which programs/resources have been cut?  

3. Has GBRMPA had to reduce any activities that it considers to be ‘core business’ or has it had to reduce service standards as a result of the ED?
	GBRMPA
	1.2
	20/04/09

	97
	Written (7)
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA - Staffing
	1. Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?  If so, where and at what level?

2. Are there any plans for staff reductions?  If so, please advise details i.e. reduction target, how this will be achieved, services/programs to be cut etc.

3. What changes are underway or planned for graduate recruitment, cadetships or similar programs?  Are such employment programs being reduced? If so, by how many and has GBRMPA done an analysis on long term effect on retention and attrition?

4. Has GBRMPA’s consultancy expenditure increased due to reduced staffing?
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	20/04/09

	98
	Written (7)
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA - Appropriation
	Noting the Government’s  Federal Financial Relations Bill 2009, which appropriates money to Treasury to pass on to the States;

· Does GBRMPA receive any appropriations that will be transferred to the Treasury Dept?  

· What are these?
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	20/04/09

	99
	Written (7)
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA - Resources
	1. Does GBRMPA have enough analytical resources at its disposal?  For example, the Government has cut funding to the ABS – is GBRMPA provided with enough data collection for evidence-based policy making and evaluation?  

2. Did GBRMPA use any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure in 2007-08?  

3. Has GBRMPA used any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure this year?  

4. Has any depreciation funding been used for purposes other than the replacement of capital items in 2007-08?

5. How much has GBRMPA spent on the replacement of capital items in the first six months of 2008-09? 
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	20/04/09

	100
	Written (7)
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA – stimulus package
	1. Does GBRMPA have any involvement in measures announced as part of the $42 billion budget stimulus package?

2. If so, was (and when was) GBRMPA asked for input before the stimulus package was announced?

3. When did GBRMPA know details about the stimulus package affecting its portfolio?
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	20/04/09

	101
	Written (7)
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA - Staffing
	1. What is the current total staffing for GBRMPA – permanent and temporary?

2. What was the total Full Time Equivalent (FTE) staffing level for GBRMPA on 1 July 2008?

3. How many permanent staff were recruited in calendar year (CY) 2008 and in financial year (FY) 2008-09 to date?  What level are these staff?

4. How many temporary positions exist or have been created in CY 2008 and in FY 2008-09 to date?

5. For CY 2008 and FY 2008-09 to date, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	20/04/09

	102
	Written (7)
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA - Underspending
	1. Which programs are currently tracking for an underspend this financial year?

2. How many of GBRMPA’s funding programs/budget measures lapse this Financial Year and what are they?
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	20/04/09

	103
	Written (7)
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA – Gershon Review
	1. What impact will the Gershon Review have on GBRMPA?  

2. How much money will be saved?  

3. Will GBRMPA be required to return any money to Budget for 2009-10?
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	20/04/09

	104
	Written (7)
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA – Media Monitoring
	1. How much was spent on media monitoring in CY 2008?

2. How much has been spent on media monitoring in FY 2008-09 to date?

3. How many staff in GBRMPA are employed for media related duties?
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	20/04/09

	105
	Written (7)
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA – Government Advertising
	1. What communications programs has GBRMPA undertaken, or is planning to undertake?

2. For each program, what is the total spend? Please detail including media advertisements (where placed and costs).

3. What was the total spend on advertising by GBRMPA in CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	20/04/09

	106
	Written (7)
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA - Hospitality
	What is GBRMPA's hospitality spend for CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?

Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of all events.
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	20/04/09

	107
	Written (7)
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA - Appointments
	1. What is the gender ratio on each board across the portfolio, and what is the total ratio across the portfolio?

2. In which states/territories do these Board members reside?
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	20/04/09

	108
	Written (7)
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA – FOI Requests 
	1. Has GBRMPA received any advice on how to respond to Freedom of Information (FOI) requests?

2. How many FOI requests has GBRMPA received?

3. How many have been granted or denied?

4. How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	20/04/09

	109
	Written (7)
	Birmingham
	GBRMPA – Consultancies
	1. How many consultancies have been undertaken or are underway since November 2007?  

2. Please identify the name of the consultant, the subject matter of the consultancy, the duration and cost of the consultancy, and the method of procurement (i.e. open tender, direct source, etc).  Please also include total value for all consultancies.  

3. How many consultancies are planned or budgeted for this calendar year?  

4. Have these been published in GBRMPA’s Annual Procurement Plan (APP) on the AusTender website?  If not, why not?  In each case please identify the subject matter, duration, cost and method of procurement as above, and the name of the consultant if known.
	GBRMPA
	1.3
	06/05/09

	110
	91 (24/2)
	Abetz
	World Heritage – Port Arthur
	Senator ABETZ—But did it specifically talk about the buffer zone? That is the only issue. Everybody loves the idea that it is on the World Heritage List et cetera. It is just that some landholders adjoining or abutting the World Heritage area are now somewhat surprised at the buffer zone consequences. I just want to know whether they were told and, if they were not told, who do you believe had the responsibility to inform them?

Mr Bailey—I would have to take that on notice.
	HD
	1.4
	23/04/09

	111
	93 (24/2)
	Siewert
	EPBC Act and Heritage`
	Senator SIEWERT—Let us take a step back. How did you report threats to heritage before the act was changed?

Mr Early—We did not report threats to heritage other than the number of controlled actions where Commonwealth heritage was a controlling provision. That is what we still do. Unfortunately, I do not have a copy of the EPBC Act annual report with me, but we could take that on notice. I cannot imagine that there were only two controlled actions for Commonwealth heritage in the last financial year. That does not seem accurate.
	HD
	1.4
	23/04/09

	112
	94 (24/2)
	Siewert
	Heritage Funding and the AHC
	Senator SIEWERT—I asked previously whether the AHC provided any advice to the minister regarding the decline of overall heritage funding. Since that time has the AHC provided any advice to the minister on funding specifically?

Mr Shevlin—I am not aware that the council has written to the minister in that respect, but the members of the council meet with the minister at different times, so they may have. 

Senator SIEWERT—You say you are not aware whether they have written. Is that because you need to check or is the answer no?

Mr Shevlin—I do not think they have. I did not want to give you an absolute answer because I would need to check to make sure that was right.

Senator SIEWERT—That is what I was getting to. If you are not sure you could take it on notice.

Mr Shevlin—Yes.
	HD
	1.4
	01/05/09

	113
	Written (16)
	Ludlam
	Heritage – NHL
	Regarding the National and Commonwealth Heritage Lists for the period 2004 to 2008 tabled by the Minister, as the principal adviser to the Australian Government on heritage matters, did the Australian Heritage Council contribute to the review of the National and Commonwealth Heritage Lists?  
	HD
	1.4
	01/05/09

	114
	Written (16)
	Ludlam
	Heritage - NHL
	The report (page 9) deals with significant damage or threats to National or Commonwealth Heritage.  Remarkably, for the 4.5 year period only 2 specific actions or threats were found to have a significant impact.  By contrast, in 1999-2000, under the former legislation there were 1,590 referrals of Commonwealth actions of which 161 were found to have significant adverse effects.  In 2000-01, there were 1,212 referrals and 106 actions involving significant adverse effects (Australian Heritage Commission, Annual Report 2000-01).  On this basis for the period 2004-2008 and under the former legislation one would have expected about 600 actions with a significant adverse effect.  Yet the actual number reported is only 2 actions.

1. Is this remarkable discrepancy strong evidence that the EPBC Act is failing to protect heritage places?

2. Why doesn’t the report discuss this issue?

3. What is being done to explore this issue and develop better protection for heritage which is equal if not superior to the former legislation?
	HD
	1.4
	01/05/09

	115
	Written (16)
	Ludlam
	Heritage - NHL
	1. At page 12 there is mention of a review of National Heritage management plans. When will this review be completed and will it be made public?

2. Also on page 12, there is discussion of Commonwealth Heritage management plans.  Under the Act the review is meant to consider the effectiveness of such plans.  However, there would actually appear to be no review of effectiveness.

· Is this correct?

· What is being done to review the effectiveness of Commonwealth Heritage management plans?
	HD
	1.4
	01/05/09

	116
	Written (16)
	Ludlam
	Heritage - NHL
	Heritage strategies are discussed on page 13.  Are all heritage strategies meant to have been completed by 2006?  By mid 2008, 11 heritage strategies have been completed but how many more are to be finished, and by when?
	HD
	1.4
	01/05/09

	117
	Written (16)
	Ludlam
	Heritage - NHL
	The number of nominations being assessed is noted at page 16, with 13 National and 1 Commonwealth Heritage nominations to be assessed at May 2008.  This seems a very leisurely pace – a little more than one per month for a whole Division within the Department.  By contrast, in 1999-2000 the Australian Heritage Commission dealt with 140 nominations for the Register of the National Estate, and 89 nominations in 2000-01.  The slower pace might be partly explained by the greater complexity in assessing nominations under the EPBC Act.

1. None the less, does the current pace suggest major structural or resource problems?

2. Is the Department critically reviewing its assessment processes in order to substantially increase the pace of assessments?
	HD
	1.4
	01/05/09

	118
	Written (16)
	Ludlam
	Heritage - NHL
	Page 17 notes that the AHC is to give priority to reviewing other Commonwealth places on the Register of the National Estate for possible inclusion on the Commonwealth Heritage List.

1. How many places does this involve?

2. Why weren’t these places addressed along with the 334 places in 2004?

3. Why has it taken 4 years to begin to address these RNE places?

4. Am I right in thinking the Heritage Strategies are also generating new candidates for Commonwealth Heritage listing?

5. Do you know how many new potential CHL places have been identified so far in the inventories created under Heritage Strategies?

6. Noting the current rate of assessment of 1 Commonwealth Heritage nomination per year, what is the projected timeframe for the reasonable completion of the Commonwealth Heritage List?
	HD
	1.4
	01/05/09

	119
	Written (16)
	Ludlam
	Heritage – Priority Assesment List
	The Priority Assessment List process seems to have some problems.  It has been called complex, unreasonably inflexible, queried in its usefulness for Commonwealth Heritage, and it allows worthy nominations to lapse after two consecutive attempts.  Why is the review report silent on such issues and why was the effectiveness of the process not considered?
	HD
	1.4
	23/04/09

	120
	Written (16)
	Ludlam
	Heritage - Compliance
	Under the compliance section of the report (Section F), judgements are reported about actions being “considered unlikely to have a significant impact”.

1. I assume the Heritage Division of DEWHA is the primary source of expert advice in the Department on heritage issues?

2. Which area of DEWHA actually makes these compliance judgements?  

3. Does this area have relevant heritage expertise or does it rely on the experts in the Heritage Division?

4. Are the expert views of the Heritage Division on significant impacts always adopted?  If not, why not?
	HD
	1.4
	

	121
	Written (16)
	Ludlam
	Heritage - AHC
	Since the last Estimates, has the AHC provided any advice to the Minister, apart from advice on heritage listings?
	HD
	1.4
	01/05/09

	122
	Written (16)
	Ludlam
	Heritage – Heritage working group
	At the last estimates hearing, we were advised the Minister was to establish a new heritage working group to advise him.  Details about this new group were sought, on notice.

1. Can details be provided now about its membership and terms of reference?  

2. Does this working group in any sense usurp the proper role of the Australian Heritage Council as the principal adviser to the Australian Government on heritage matters?

3. How often is the working group expected to meet with the Minister?

4. How often is the AHC expected to meet with the Minister?
	HD
	1.4
	01/05/09

	123
	Written (16)
	Ludlam
	Heritage – Point Nepean
	In the Caring for Our Coasts statement made during the 2007 Election, the now Minister for Heritage noted and promised,

“Point Nepean is on the National Heritage List, but the Howard Government has played politics and delayed the hand back of Defence Department land to the Victorian Government for protection and incorporation into the Point Nepean National Park. A Rudd Labor Government will aim to transfer Commonwealth Land at Point Nepean to the Victorian Government in 2008 in time for the 20 Year Anniversary of the Point Nepean National Park.”
Has the Government so far failed to deliver on this election promise, and when will it transfer Point Nepean to Victoria?
	HD
	1.4
	23/04/09

	124
	Written (19)
	Siewert
	Seabirds
	There appears to be no ongoing funding for long term monitoring of albatross populations at Macquarie and other islands. Given the Government is about to fund major pest eradication on Macquarie Island what provisions are in place to determine the albatross benefit?
	HD
	1.4
	23/04/09

	125
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	National Heritage List
	1. What protections does placement on the National Heritage List afford a site?

2. Do all developments or activities on a site placed on the National Heritage List require approval of the Environment Minister under the EPBC Act?  If not all, then what activities would require approval?  What process would be applied for any approval?

3. How will the listing of the Adelaide Park Lands and City Layout on the National Heritage List change the management of the area listed in the future?

4. Can listing on the National Heritage List be withdrawn?  If so, by whom and under what process?
	HD
	1.4
	23/04/09

	126
	13 (24/2)
	Siewert
	Fishing industry – structural readjustment
	Senator SIEWERT—How many individual payments were made?

Ms Petrachenko—Over a thousand applicants have been paid out.

Senator SIEWERT—Have there been any second or follow-up payments? How much were they?

Ms Petrachenko—I will have to take that question on notice.

Senator SIEWERT—Thank you. If you could tell me how many there were and of what value those were, that would be appreciated. What was the range of the individual payments that were made? What were the minimum and maximum payments?

Ms Petrachenko—… I will take that on notice because over a number of years there were a number of changes to the program.  …

Senator SIEWERT—I am assuming there was a set list of criteria that people had to meet for an allocation? … I am happy for you to take that on notice.

Ms Petrachenko—Yes. We will take that on notice. There are very detailed criteria for each different component of the adjustment package.
	MD
	1.3
	06/05/09

	127
	73 (24/2)
	Barnett
	Japanes Whaling vessel in Southern Oceans
	Senator BARNETT—Thank you, Minister. Can you advise what communication, if any, the minister undertook following receipt of that advice?

Senator Wong—I can take it on notice. I do not have that information.

Senator BARNETT—…Can you please advise what communication he had, if any, from Japanese government officials or other key stakeholder groups related to the incident?

Senator Wong—Yes, I will take that on notice.
	MD
	1.3
	24/04/09

	128
	79 (24/2)
	Siewert
	Japanes Whaling vessel in Southern Oceans - whales
	Senator SIEWERT—Will we be asking the Japanese whether they were in our waters and how many whales they took?

Senator Wong—I would have to refer that question to Minister Garrett, unless Ms Petrachenko can assist. In relation to my last answer, obviously the point is that if there is no particular monitoring then we would not necessarily be aware. Of course Australia’s Defence, customs and other services may well be monitoring. I do not have any information on that point. I can take that on notice and see if I can provide anything to you. In relation to your second question, which is whether the government is going to seek information from the Japanese, I will have to take that question on notice. 

Senator SIEWERT—… I would like to know how long they were there and what they took, if anything, from Australian waters? If you could take that on notice, that would be appreciated.
	MD
	1.3
	14/04/09

	129
	82 (24/2)
	Birmingham
	Whaling Envoy - travel
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—…What countries has Mr Hollway visited since his appointment?

Ms Petrachenko—… He was in the United Kingdom and Prague, and I can take on notice for you his full itinerary.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—If you could provide details of accompaniments when you provide the full list of countries—and those accompanying the envoy and the costs associated with those trips—that would be appreciated.
	MD
	1.3
	24/04/09

	130
	83 (24/2)
	Siewert
	Shark Fisheries - exports
	Senator SIEWERT—I will not get you to give me the range of Commonwealth ones now, but could you take on notice the Commonwealth fisheries that have export licences?

Ms Petrachenko—Yes.
	MD
	1.3
	14/04/09

	131
	85 (24/2)
	Ian Macdonald
	Caring for Country – Reef rescue
	Senator IAN MACDONALD—Perhaps on notice can you just tell me how much has gone to each one, or can you tell me now? … Is there anywhere I would find this? I think we might go back to where we started; can you give me on notice all of that $23 million?   …

Senator IAN MACDONALD—That is fine. I am simply wanting to know that the money has gone, and you have told me it has. Can you give me a list for that? If it is easy to do, or even if it is not, even a headline indication of what projects each of those six bodies and the however many peak bodies were going to spend their money on?

Mr Taylor—Yes.
	AGLC
	1.3
	14/04/09

	132
	86 (24/2)
	Ian Macdonald
	Caring for Country – Reef rescue cashflow
	Ms Rankin—It might clarify things if we take that on notice. We will table for you the cash flow for five years for Reef Rescue as well as the breakdown in the expenditure this year for the different components of the Reef Rescue program.

Senator IAN MACDONALD—That would be good, thank you. But I am very keen to see what has already gone from all of those programs. I think Mr Reichelt said the monitoring was his.

Mr Taylor—Water quality.

Senator IAN MACDONALD—Water quality.

Mr Taylor—And reporting, yes.

Ms Rankin—He is also responsible for the Land and Sea Country Indigenous Partnerships component.

Senator IAN MACDONALD—That is right. Yes, he did say that. That is the bit that I am very keen to see.

Ms Rankin—We can give you a breakdown on approved projects for each one of those components.
	AGLC
	1.3
	14/04/09

	133
	88 (24/2)
	Ian Macdonald
	Caring for Country – funding in QLD
	Senator IAN MACDONALD—Can you perhaps identify for me the projects that have gone out of the Caring for our Country money to state and federal government agencies? I am particularly interested in Queensland. I am not sure if anyone else wants them from anywhere else. If nobody else speaks up I will stop it there and just ask that for Queensland. Could you indicate to me what has gone in those allocations to NRM bodies, local and state government agencies, currently and projected?

Ms Rankin—We can do 2008-09 and provide you the regional allocations for future years, but that would probably be the limit of what we are able to provide at this point.
	AGLC
	1.3
	13/05/09

	134
	88 (24/2)
	Ian Macdonald
	SeaNet
	Senator IAN MACDONALD—Someone might just tell me: is SeaNet all finished?

Ms Rankin—SeaNet has received funding this year through the open grants process.

Senator IAN MACDONALD—For one year?

Ms Rankin—Yes, at this stage, and they are obviously able to apply for continued funding through the business plan.

Senator IAN MACDONALD—Could you on notice give me the details of that, so I won’t keep you now.
	AGLC
	1.3
	28/04/09

	135
	88 (24/2)
	Siewert
	Specific domestic cetacean conservation initiatives
	Senator SIEWERT—That was the last financial year. What are the totals to date for this financial year?

Ms Petrachenko—For this financial year we had $414,000. That is the $435,000 less the efficiency dividend. From transitional funding from Caring for our Country we had $370,000, plus the additional funds which were approved and are in the portfolio budget statement for additional estimates—over $5 million—for the new whale conservation initiatives. I will get the exact figure for you.
	MD
	1.3
	14/04/09

	136
	88 (24/2)
	Siewert
	Caring for Country marine expenditure
	Senator SIEWERT—I am now looking at marine expenditure. I am trying to compare marine expenditure. I know it is going to be tricky because it was in the 2007-08 year and you are crossing over NHT. Could you give me a level for marine conservation expenditure in 2007-08?

Ms Petrachenko—What is difficult—and I might have to take it on notice to give some detail—is that the appropriation for the division last year was for the Marine and Biodiversity Division. … I can take that on notice and try to separate that out for you.

Senator SIEWERT—That would be appreciated. Is it possible to give me the figures that were marine conservation in 2006-07? You can see where I am coming from. I am trying to compare 2006-07, 2007-08 and how much you are going to spend this year.
	MD
	1.3
	05/05/09

	137
	Written (1)
	Brown
	Whales
	In the National Geographic documentary Kingdom of the Blue Whale researchers test the DNA of whale meat sold in Japan and find the whale was a hybrid of a Blue Whale (mother) and Fin whale (father).

1. To your knowledge, has the Institute of Cetacean Research published any scientific assessment of such a hybrid whale?

2. If the whale was not caught for scientific research by Japan, could you explain how such a whale could find its way to the Japanese whale meat market?

3. Will the Australian Government be pressing the International Whaling Commission to investigate this possible breach of a whaling ban?
	MD
	1.3
	14/04/09

	138
	Written (19)
	Siewert
	Marine – Marine Parks
	There is mounting scientific evidence about the benefits of no-take, eg: the doubling of coral trout in the GBR green zones, and the abundance of fish in Florida’s large no take marine park at 12 times the levels prior to the declaration of the park.

The US Government has recently declared 2 large no take parks in the north- west Hawaiian Islands covering 365,000km2 and 500,000km2 in the Marianna Trench and Islands.

On page 73 of the South West Bioregional profile, produced under the Howard Government, the guiding principles state that the MPA network will aim to include some highly protected areas (IUCN I & II) in each bioregion. 

1. Is this a backdown from the Australia Government’s previous commitments to the NRSMPA including the 1998 ANZEC Guidelines? 

2. Does this mean that the Rudd Government will not commit to ensuring that each bioregion is afforded no-take? If not, why not?
	MD
	1.3.3
	24/04/09

	139
	Written (19)
	Siewert
	Marine Protected Areas
	The Federal Environment Minister talks about the need for balance in management of the marine environment. Only around 4% of Australia’s marine environment is properly protected from extractive use (IUCN I & II). In the South West marine region, the figure is 0.21% (state and commonwealth waters). A recent poll of Western Australians showed that 75% believe that current levels of marine protection are not enough. International recommendations (eg: the 2003 World Parks Congress) call for a minimum 20-30% of the world’s marine bioregions to be receive no-take protected. 

1. Does the Australian Government intend to significantly increase the proportion of Australia’s marine environment that is highly protected?

2. If so, to what degree will this proportion be increased through the marine bioregional planning process?
	MD
	1.3.3
	24/04/09

	140
	Written (19)
	Siewert
	Sustainable Fisheries
	The majority of Australia’s fisheries are fished either at or beyond capacity or their status is unknown. In the South West marine region, the federal environment department found that there are targeted species that are overfished in two fisheries, fully fished in three fisheries and uncertain in two fisheries. And that four fisheries have not been assessed. In fisheries management in Australia, a fishery could be considered sustainable as long as it can maintain its stocks between 30% and 40% of the pre-fished biomass. This removal of large numbers of fish significantly modifies marine ecosystems. Globally, 90% of the world’s large predatory fish stocks are gone. 

1. To what degree do you believe Australia’s fisheries are sustainably fished? 

2. Does the environment department agree that fisheries management should not be a surrogate for marine conservation? 

3. To what degree is the environment department relying on fisheries management in lieu of marine conservation measures i.e. marine protected areas, particularly no-take zones?
	MD
	1.3.3
	30/04/09

	141
	Written (19)
	Siewert
	Marine Protected Areas
	Many scientists consider MPAs to be an important tool in the battle against climate change – by reducing threats they can increase the resilience of marine life and ecosystems to climate change. A recent CSIRO report into the effect of climate change on fisheries found that southern fisheries, which are some of the most lucrative, are most susceptible to climate change. 

1. In what way does regional marine planning for the Southwest Marine Region address the likely effects of climate change on marine life and marine ecosystems?
	MD
	1.3.3
	14/04/09

	142
	Written (19)
	Siewert
	Marine Protected Areas 
	Australia prides itself on its leading international reputation in marine conservation. However, in a recent issue of MPA News, the highly respected online journal, leading Australia marine scientist, Dr Graham Edgar, indicated that Australia was being left behind on marine protection and could no longer be viewed as a world leader. Edgar is just the latest of a number of leading marine scientists who are publicly expressing this concern. 

1. How does the Australian Government intend to regain this reputation?
	MD
	1.3.3
	14/04/09

	143
	Written (19)
	Siewert
	Marine Planning
	1. Is regional marine planning operating consistently within the Australian Government’s cooperative federalism framework? 

2. That is, what bilateral agreements are in place with the states for the development of the regional marine plans? 

3. Do these agreements go beyond simply information sharing, to the extent of joint planning processes?
	MD
	1.3.3
	30/04/09

	144
	Written (19)
	Siewert
	Marine Planning
	1. Is DEWHA using a process of systematic planning for determining the MPA boundaries and zoning? 

2. If so, what process? 

3. To what degree are stakeholders involved in the drafting of the boundaries? 

4. What access to data (conservation and use) is being provided to the stakeholders?  

5. What is the level of expenditure (in the last financial year, and planned for the coming financial year), per planning region, on active community engagement?  

6. What success has DEWHA had so far in this endeavour?
	MD
	1.3.3
	30/04/09

	145
	Written (19)
	Siewert
	Marine Planning – Structural adjustment
	1. What work has been done on displaced effort buyout policy in DEWHA in the last 18 months or so? 

2. Detail the nature of this work and its policy intentions. Is the environment department working with DAFF on addressing displaced effort through the deployment of structural adjustment schemes? 

3. What is the Rudd Government’s position on displaced effort buyout? 

4. To what degree did the policy under the Howard Government of no-cost MPAs (as applied in the South East marine region) affect the declaration of no-take (IUCN I & II) zones? 

5. To what degree is this policy still being applied in the current marine planning processes?
	MD
	1.3.3
	24/04/09

	146
	Written (19)
	Siewert
	Marine Planning
	What is the timeline for the following:

· completion of each of the remaining regional marine plans

· completion of each of the systems of marine parks within the regions (including completion of the EPBC declaration and management planning process)?
	MD
	1.3.3
	24/04/09

	147
	Written (19)
	Siewert
	Marine Protected Areas 
	1. Will oil and gas be restricted from operating in any of the MPAs planned for the remaining regional marine areas? 

2. What is the Australian Government’s policy and practice with respect of oil and gas in developing the marine protected area system and its zoning? 

3. How is DEWHA treating areas of potential oil and gas prospectivity as indicated by Geoscience Australia, in the South west marine region’s planning process for marine parks?
	MD
	1.3.3
	24/04/09

	148
	Written (19)
	Siewert
	Marine Planning - Budget
	1. What is the remaining budget allocation for marine planning and marine park development for the 08/09 year? 

2. What is the budget for the 09/10 year? Are there forward estimates for marine planning and marine park development beyond 2010?  

3. If not, how does the Australian Government intend to fund the completion of the EPBC marine park declaration and management planning processes after the 09/10 year?
	MD
	1.3.3
	24/04/09

	149
	Written (19)
	Siewert
	Sharks
	1. Will the minister approve the QLD EAST Coast In-shore Fin Fish Fishery given that GBRMPA has suggested there should not be a shark fishery on the Great Barrier Reef at all because it cannot be clearly demonstrated that it is selective and sustainable" (ref QLD DPI and F 2007 Regulatory Impact Statement and Draft Public Benefit Test for the QLD East Coast Inshore Fin Fishery). 

2. The QLD Gov is proposing limiting the fishery to 600 tonnes of sharks. Has DEWHA calculated how many sharks of each species caught this would be and whether the population of each species can sustain this level of fishing?

3. How can the Minister be assured that shark species the IUCN has classified as threatened or near threatened will not get caught in this fishery if he approves it?

4. Will the Minister direct the Threatened Species Scientific Committee to assess for listing on the EPBC Act the conservation status of all the sharks found in Australia that the IUCN has recently classified as threatened?
	MD
	1.3
	24/04/09

	150
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Catchment Management Authorities - Staffing
	Will there be any job losses at any Catchment Management Authorities? If so, where and when?
	AGLC
	1.2
	28/04/09

	151
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Whales
	1. What role did the Australian Government play in drawing up plans for a secret deal – as reported by AAP and The Age on 27 January 2008 – that would legalise Japanese commercial whaling in Australian coastal waters in return for reduced harvesting of whales in the Southern Ocean?

2. Mr Garrett has claimed that while Australia was part of the discussions, it didn’t necessarily agree with the conclusions of the report.  

3. What exactly was Minister Garrett told would occur at the related meeting(s)? When was he first told that the committee was considering a plan to allow commercial whaling?  Did he or the Australian Government lodge a formal protest against the plan? If so, when?  Did the Government consider boycotting the discussions?  Please provide a copy of the proposed agreement.
	MD
	1.3
	30/04/09

	152
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Whales
	1. What was the role of the Government in the seizure of videos and material from the Steve Irwin recently, at the behest of the Japanese?  Was Minister Garrett consulted on the plan?  Did he express any objection or comment?  If so, what?

2. Will the Government release the videos that it took last season of whaling action?  If not, why not? Will the rest of the photos be released?
	MD
	1.3
	30/04/09

	153
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Whales – Legal Action
	1. Has the Government lodged any papers with the International Court of Justice (ICJ) to indicate impending legal action against whaling?  If so, please provide full details.

2. What consultations have occurred with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) on the ICJ action?  Has DFAT advised that to take such action against the Japanese might upset the Japanese and affect their support for Australia’s place on the UN Security Council?
	MD
	1.3
	24/04/09

	154
	Written (8)
	Birmingham
	MDBA - 
	1. How has the Authority implemented the one-off two per cent efficiency dividend (ED)?  

2. Where have savings been achieved – i.e. which programs/resources have been cut?  

3. Has the Authority had to reduce any activities that it considers to be ‘core business’ or has it had to reduce service standards as a result of the ED?
	MDBA
	3.1
	04/05/09

	155
	Written (8)
	Birmingham
	MDBA - Staffing
	1. Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?  If so, where and at what level?

2. Are there any plans for staff reductions?  If so, please advise details i.e. reduction target, how this will be achieved, services/programs to be cut etc.

3. What changes are underway or planned for graduate recruitment, cadetships or similar programs?  Are such employment programs being reduced? If so, by how many and has the Authority done an analysis on long term effect on retention and attrition?

4. Has the Authority’s consultancy expenditure increased due to reduced staffing?
	MDBA
	3.1
	04/05/09

	156
	Written (8)
	Birmingham
	MDBA - Appropriation
	Noting the Government’s  Federal Financial Relations Bill 2009, which appropriates money to Treasury to pass on to the States;

· Does the Authority receive any appropriations that will be transferred to the Treasury Dept?  

· What are these?
	MDBA
	3.1
	04/05/09

	157
	Written (8)
	Birmingham
	MDBA - Resources
	1. Does the Authority have enough analytical resources at its disposal?  For example, the Government has cut funding to the ABS – is the Authority provided with enough data Collection for evidence-based policy making and evaluation?  

2. Did the Authority use any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure in 2007-08?  

3. Has the Authority used any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure this year?  

4. Has any depreciation funding been used for purposes other than the replacement of capital items in 2007-08?

5. How much has the Authority spent on the replacement of capital items in the first six months of 2008-09? 
	MDBA
	3.1
	04/05/09

	158
	Written (8)
	Birmingham
	MDBA – Stimulus package
	1. Does the Authority have any involvement in measures announced as part of the $42 billion budget stimulus package?

2. If so, was (and when was) the Authority asked for input before the stimulus package was announced?

3. When did the Authority know details about the stimulus package affecting its portfolio?
	MDBA
	3.1
	04/05/09

	159
	Written (8)
	Birmingham
	MDBA - Staffing
	1. What is the current total staffing for the Authority – permanent and temporary?

2. What was the total Full Time Equivalent (FTE) staffing level for the Authority on 1 July 2008?

3. How many permanent staff were recruited in calendar year (CY) 2008 and in financial year (FY) 2008-09 to date?  What level are these staff?

4. How many temporary positions exist or have been created in CY 2008 and in FY 2008-09 to date?

5. For CY 2008 and FY 2008-09 to date, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	MDBA
	3.1
	04/05/09

	160
	Written (8)
	Birmingham
	MDBA – Program underspend
	1. Which programs are currently tracking for an underspend this financial year?

2. How many of the Authority’s funding programs/budget measures lapse this Financial Year and what are they?
	MDBA
	3.1
	05/05/09

	161
	Written (8)
	Birmingham
	MDBA – Gershon Review
	1. What impact will the Gershon Review have on the Authority?  

2. How much money will be saved?  

3. Will the Authority be required to return any money to Budget for 2009-10?
	MDBA
	3.1
	04/05/09

	162
	Written (8)
	Birmingham
	MDBA – Media Monitoring
	1. How much was spent on media monitoring in CY 2008?

2. How much has been spent on media monitoring in FY 2008-09 to date?

3. How many staff in the Authority are employed for media related duties?
	MDBA
	3.1
	04/05/09

	163
	Written (8)
	Birmingham
	MDBA – Government Advertising
	1. What communications programs has the Authority undertaken, or is planning to undertake?

2. For each program, what is the total spend? Please detail including media advertisements (where placed and costs).

3. What was the total spend on advertising by the Authority in CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?
	MDBA
	3.1
	04/05/09

	164
	Written (8)
	Birmingham
	MDBA – Hospitality
	1. What is the Authority's hospitality spend for CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?

2. Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of all events.
	MDBA
	3.1
	04/05/09

	165
	Written (8)
	Birmingham
	MDBA – Board Appointments
	1. What is the gender ratio on each board across the portfolio, and what is the total ratio across the portfolio?

2. In which states/territories do these Board members reside?
	MDBA
	3.1
	08/05/09

	166
	Written (8)
	Birmingham
	MDBA – FOI requests
	1. Has the Authority received any advice on how to respond to Freedom of Information (FOI) requests?

2. How many FOI requests has the Authority received?

3. How many have been granted or denied?

4. How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	MDBA
	3.1
	04/05/09

	167
	Written (8)
	Birmingham
	MDBA - Consultancies
	1. How many consultancies have been undertaken or are underway since November 2007?  

2. Please identify the name of the consultant, the subject matter of the consultancy, the duration and cost of the consultancy, and the method of procurement (i.e. open tender, direct source, etc).  Please also include total value for all consultancies.  

3. How many consultancies are planned or budgeted for this calendar year?  

4. Have these been published in the Authority’s Annual Procurement Plan (APP) on the AusTender website?  If not, why not?  In each case please identify the subject matter, duration, cost and method of procurement as above, and the name of the consultant if known.
	MDBA
	3.1
	

	168
	125 (24/2)
	Fisher
	Urban Water Pricing
	Senator FISHER—Thank you. Your commission publishes some occasional papers and I am looking at one published in July last year entitled Approaches to urban water pricing.   …

Senator FISHER—Did you have a position paper for this one? Are you aware? I do not have one if you did have. You might take that on notice.

Mr Matthews—I will take that on notice.
	NWC
	3.1
	04/05/09

	169
	Written (9)
	Birmingham
	NWC – Efficincy Dividend 
	1. How has the Commission implemented the one-off two per cent efficiency dividend (ED)?  

2. Where have savings been achieved – i.e. which programs/resources have been cut?  

3. Has the Commission had to reduce any activities that it considers to be ‘core business’ or has it had to reduce service standards as a result of the ED?
	NWC
	3.1
	04/05/09

	170
	Written (9)
	Birmingham
	NWC - Staffing
	1. Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?  If so, where and at what level?

2. Are there any plans for staff reductions?  If so, please advise details i.e. reduction target, how this will be achieved, services/programs to be cut etc.

3. What changes are underway or planned for graduate recruitment, cadetships or similar programs?  Are such employment programs being reduced? If so, by how many and has the Commission done an analysis on long term effect on retention and attrition?

4. Has the Commission’s consultancy expenditure increased due to reduced staffing?
	NWC
	3.1
	04/05/09

	171
	Written (9)
	Birmingham
	NWC - Appropriation
	Noting the Government’s Federal Financial Relations Bill 2009, which appropriates money to Treasury to pass on to the States;

· Does the Commission receive any appropriations that will be transferred to the Treasury Dept?  

· What are these?
	NWC
	3.1
	04/05/09

	172
	Written (9)
	Birmingham
	NWC – Resources
	1. Does the Commission have enough analytical resources at its disposal?  For example, the Government has cut funding to the ABS – is the Commission provided with enough data collection for evidence-based policy making and evaluation?  

2. Did the Commission use any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure in 2007-08?  

3. Has the Commission used any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure this year?  

4. Has any depreciation funding been used for purposes other than the replacement of capital items in 2007-08?

5. How much has the Commission spent on the replacement of capital items in the first six months of 2008-09? 
	NWC
	3.1
	04/05/09

	173
	Written (9)
	Birmingham
	NWC – Stimulus package
	1. Does the Commission have any involvement in measures announced as part of the $42 billion budget stimulus package?

2. If so, was (and when was) the Commission asked for input before the stimulus package was announced?

3. When did the Commission know details about the stimulus package affecting its portfolio?
	NWC
	3.1
	04/05/09

	174
	Written (9)
	Birmingham
	NWC – Staffing 
	1. What is the current total staffing for the Commission – permanent and temporary?

2. What was the total Full Time Equivalent (FTE) staffing level for the Commission on 1 July 2008?

3. How many permanent staff were recruited in calendar year (CY) 2008 and in financial year (FY) 2008-09 to date?  What level are these staff?

4. How many temporary positions exist or have been created in CY 2008 and in FY 2008-09 to date?

5. For CY 2008 and FY 2008-09 to date, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	NWC
	3.1
	04/05/09

	175
	Written (9)
	Birmingham
	NWC - underspending
	1. Which programs are currently tracking for an underspend this financial year?

2. How many of the Commission’s funding programs/budget measures lapse this Financial Year and what are they?
	NWC
	3.1
	04/05/09

	176
	Written (9)
	Birmingham
	NWC – Gershon Review 
	1. What impact will the Gershon Review have on the Commission?  

2. How much money will be saved?  

3. Will the Commission be required to return any money to Budget for 2009-10?
	NWC
	3.1
	04/05/09

	177
	Written (9)
	Birmingham
	NWC – Media Monitoring
	1. How much was spent on media monitoring in CY 2008?

2. How much has been spent on media monitoring in FY 2008-09 to date?

3. How many staff in the Commission are employed for media related duties?
	NWC
	3.1
	06/05/09

	178
	Written (9)
	Birmingham
	NWC – Government Advertising
	1. What communications programs has the Commission undertaken, or is planning to undertake?

2. For each program, what is the total spend? Please detail including media advertisements (where placed and costs).

3. What was the total spend on advertising by the Commission in CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?
	NWC
	3.1
	05/05/09

	179
	Written (9)
	Birmingham
	NWC - Hospitality
	What is the Commission's hospitality spend for CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?

Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of all events.
	NWC
	3.1
	06/05/09

	180
	Written (9)
	Birmingham
	NWC - Appointments
	1. What is the gender ratio on each board across the portfolio, and what is the total ratio across the portfolio?

2. In which states/territories do these Board members reside?
	NWC
	3.1
	05/05/09

	181
	Written (9)
	Birmingham
	NWC – FOI Requests
	1. Has the Commission received any advice on how to respond to Freedom of Information (FOI) requests?

2. How many FOI requests has the Commission received?

3. How many have been granted or denied?

4. How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	NWC
	3.1
	05/05/09

	182
	Written (9)
	Birmingham
	NWC - Consultancies
	1. How many consultancies have been undertaken or are underway since November 2007?  

2. Please identify the name of the consultant, the subject matter of the consultancy, the duration and cost of the consultancy, and the method of procurement (i.e. open tender, direct source, etc).  Please also include total value for all consultancies.  

3. How many consultancies are planned or budgeted for this calendar year?  

4. Have these been published in the Commission’s Annual Procurement Plan (APP) on the AusTender website?  If not, why not?  In each case please identify the subject matter, duration, cost and method of procurement as above, and the name of the consultant if known.
	NWC
	3.1
	05/05/09

	183
	30 (24/2)
	Scullion
	Cocos (Keeling) Islands – poaching
	Senator SCULLION—I refer to the numbers of prosecutions for poaching birds on the island. People go out there to have a wedding so they will go out and poach birds, and I understand there have been some prosecutions.

It may not be a matter for you, but I do know that you have been apprised of the issues associated with the ownership of firearms on Home Island and the incidences of poaching. I understand that this would not normally be a matter for you, but given that the whole islands are in fact a national park, it is very different circumstances, so if you could provide answers to those questions on notice, that would be appreciated.
	PAD
	1.2
	20/04/09

	184
	30 (24/2)
	Scullion
	North Keeling - employment
	Mr Cochrane, just on some general questions in regard to North Keeling, I know that you are very interested in ensuring that we maximise opportunities for employment on Home Island. As you know, we have very, very high levels of unemployment, and I suspect, as we have shared the view, that certainly Parks believe there is a high level of opportunity. Perhaps again on notice if you do not have the information here you can provide the numbers of permits for people to actually visit Keeling Island. You may be able to tell me the numbers of Cocos Malays under the act where you train Cocos Malays as guides, because without that they cannot get access to the island. How many Cocos Malays have actually been trained as guides? You might be able to provide that information now.   …

It is something that I took out of the management plan. I cannot put my finger on it right now. It was not so much an undertaking but the legislation provided that you cannot become a tour guide unless you receive training from Parks. Is that correct?

Mr Cochrane—I think you are correct.

Senator SCULLION—I think that is the case. Please provide me with the numbers if that has happened at all. I will certainly provide you on notice with the reference in your plan.
	PAD
	1.2
	20/04/09

	185
	30 (24/2)
	Scullion
	North Keeling – Tour guides, fishing
	Senator SCULLION—…There is a differential between, let us say, a fishing tour operator, one of the local island Malays who wishes to take a tourist out to the island to catch fish and put it on the boat exactly the same as he would—there is a bag limit—and he can then have an employment. I know that that is not permitted under the act. Could you take that into consideration? I know that from time to time you review the act, because it does seem like a clear impediment to employment that would have no impact on the environment whatsoever, given that there are existing bag limits and there are controls in terms of the definition of ‘recreational fisher’. If the definition of ‘commercial’, simply because he makes money out of taking you out rather than being an industrial fisher, was somehow dealt with, I think that would make a great deal of difference. Could you talk to me just briefly about your capacity to be able to interact? What is the timing? What are your views on that?

Mr Cochrane—I would like to take the question on notice as to how we treat recreational fishers and/or charters.
	PAD
	1.2
	30/04/09

	186
	31 (24/2)
	Siewert
	NRS and IPA – funding 
	Senator SIEWERT— How much of the new NRS and IPA funding that has been committed has already been spent and what it has been spent on in the categories of what is going into the state reserve system, IPAs and private protected areas?

Mr Cochrane—I can give you some information. I might have to take some of that on notice.

Senator SIEWERT— … but would you provide on notice a list of the projects for both the NRS …

Mr Cochrane—I can provide IPA projects but not the NRS projcects …
	PAD
	1.2
	30/04/09

	187
	34 (24/2)
	Siewert
	Chistmas Island – employment 
	Mr Cochrane—Current staffing at the moment on the island is 28. Some of those are involved in the management of Cocos as well, because we transferred a position over to Christmas Island to harvest some efficiencies of operations.

Senator SIEWERT—Some are project staff?

Mr Cochrane—Yes. I would have to take on notice exactly what the break-up would be of project staff.

Senator SIEWERT—That would be appreciated. I am also keen to know how the staff numbers have flucturated over the last, say, 10 years?
	PAD
	1.2
	20/04/09

	188
	34 (24/2)
	Siewert
	Chistmas Island – Biodiversity reports
	Senator SIEWERT—Has that been given to the department?

Mr Cochrane—It has been provided to the department of finance, yes.

Senator SIEWERT—How long ago was that?

Mr Cochrane—The second half of last year. I am happy to provide it and I am happy to tell you when we gave it to them.

Senator SIEWERT—That would be appreciated. Have they ever been publicly released?

Mr Cochrane—No, because essentially it was a consultancy that the department of finance funded us to do, and we provided them with the final report.

Senator SIEWERT—So the ownership of the report is with the Department of Finance and Deregulation?

Mr Cochrane—Yes. I would be surprised if they had any difficulty with our making it available to you, but we had better check.

Senator SIEWERT—If you could, that would be appreciated. It will actually save me going into that estimates and asking them for it. If you could ask them, and if you could make it publicly available, that would be very much appreciated.
	PAD
	1.2
	30/04/09

	189
	36 (24/2)
	Siewert
	Chistmas Island – Expert group on threatened species
	Senator SIEWERT—When is the expert committee due to report?

Mr Cochrane—They have had a teleconference already. We are still assembling the committee to meet on island within a few weeks. Associate Professor Bob Beeton, who chairs the Threatened Species Scientific Committee, has taken a very strong interest in this and has offered to chair the expert working group. It is a question now just of the logistics of getting the right people on the island. I will provide you on notice the list of names.
	PAD
	1.2
	20/04/09

	190
	38 (24/2)
	Birmingham
	Kakadu – Infrastructure, Jim Jim road
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—How long is the road, out of curiosity?

Mr Cochrane—I am sorry, I do not have that in my head.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Take that on notice.

Mr Cochrane—I will take that on notice.
	PAD
	1.2
	20/04/09

	191
	Written (18)
	Scullion
	Keeling Island
	1. The taking of Booby Birds in the Cocos (Keeling) Islands has been suspended under a moratorium while a community management plan is adopted.  Has a management plan for the Community Management Plan for the harvesting of red footed booby (SULA SULA) in the Cocos Keeling Islands been drafted? 

2. What was there a tender or selection process used to select the consultants to complete this plan?

3. What was the selection/engagement process?

4. Will the department provide the committee with a copy of the plan?
	Parks
	1.2.3
	20/04/09

	192
	Written (19)
	Siewert
	Christmas Island - Staff
	1. Is or has a review of on ground activity been concluded for parks staff on Christmas Island by way of roster changes?

2. If so will this lead to a reduction of costs of approximately 23%?

3. Will this effect or be detrimental on ground activities spent out in the Christmas Island National Park by parks staff?

4. What has been the FTE levels for all staff and project officers administered by Parks Australia for Christmas Island in the last ten years by project, group and sector?
	Parks
	1.2
	20/04/09

	193
	Written (19)
	Siewert
	Christmas Island – Red crabs and Yellow crazy ants
	1. Was the original numbers of Red Crabs on Christmas Island estimated to be 150 million?

2. Has this been reviewed and what are the current estimated original total figures of Red Crabs prior to the arrival of Yellow Crazy Ants?

3. Who carried out the review of original total figures of Red Crabs on Christmas Island and how was it conducted?

4. What is the current estimate of the Red Crab population on Christmas Island and what have been the annual estimates for the last 15 years?

5. Is it correct that the last survey of Red Crab population showed an increase of 4% over the preceding survey?

6. Has it been concluded that part of this last survey contained an invalid count method for Red Crabs and if so can the figure of a 4% increase in Red Crab population be sustained? 

7. Will the Government table all reports for the last 10 years into Red Crab population?
	Parks
	1.2
	30/04/09 + 4 attach'ts

	194
	Written (6)
	Birmingham
	Parks – Efficiency Dividend
	1. How has the Director implemented the one-off two per cent efficiency dividend (ED)?  

2. Where have savings been achieved – i.e. which programs/resources have been cut?  

3. Has the Director had to reduce any activities that it considers to be ‘core business’ or has it had to reduce service standards as a result of the ED?
	Parks
	1.2
	20/04/09

	195
	Written (6)
	Birmingham
	Parks – Staffing 
	1. Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?  If so, where and at what level?

2. Are there any plans for staff reductions?  If so, please advise details i.e. reduction target, how this will be achieved, services/programs to be cut etc.

3. What changes are underway or planned for graduate recruitment, cadetships or similar programs?  Are such employment programs being reduced? If so, by how many and has the Director done an analysis on long term effect on retention and attrition?

4. Has the Director’s consultancy expenditure increased due to reduced staffing?
	Parks
	1.2
	20/04/09

	196
	Written (6)
	Birmingham
	Parks
	Noting the Government’s  Federal Financial Relations Bill 2009, which appropriates money to Treasury to pass on to the States;

· Does the Director receive any appropriations that will be transferred to the Treasury Dept?  

· What are these?
	Parks
	1.2
	20/04/09

	197
	Written (6)
	Birmingham
	Parks - Resources
	1. Does the Director have enough analytical resources at its disposal?  For example, the Government has cut funding to the ABS – is the Director provided with enough data collection for evidence-based policy making and evaluation?  

2. Did the Director use any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure in 2007-08?  

3. Has the Director used any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure this year?  

4. Has any depreciation funding been used for purposes other than the replacement of capital items in 2007-08?

5. How much has the Director spent on the replacement of capital items in the first six months of 2008-09? 
	Parks
	1.2
	20/04/09

	198
	Written (6)
	Birmingham
	Parks – Stimulus Package
	1. Does the Director have any involvement in measures announced as part of the $42 billion budget stimulus package?

2. If so, was (and when was) the Director asked for input before the stimulus package was announced?

3. When did the Director know details about the stimulus package affecting its portfolio?
	Parks
	1.2
	20/04/09

	199
	Written (6)
	Birmingham
	Parks - Staffing
	1. What is the current total staffing for the Director – permanent and temporary?

2. What was the total Full Time Equivalent (FTE) staffing level for the Director on 1 July 2008?

3. How many permanent staff were recruited in calendar year (CY) 2008 and in financial year (FY) 2008-09 to date?  What level are these staff?

4. How many temporary positions exist or have been created in CY 2008 and in FY 2008-09 to date?

5. For CY 2008 and FY 2008-09 to date, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	Parks
	1.2
	20/04/09

	200
	Written (6)
	Birmingham
	Parks - Underspend
	1. Which programs are currently tracking for an underspend this financial year?

2. How many of the Director’s funding programs/budget measures lapse this Financial Year and what are they?
	Parks
	1.2
	20/04/09

	201
	Written (6)
	Birmingham
	Parks – Gershon Review
	1. What impact will the Gershon Review have on the Director?  

2. How much money will be saved?  

3. Will the Director be required to return any money to Budget for 2009-10?
	Parks
	1.2
	20/04/09

	202
	Written (6)
	Birmingham
	Parks – Media Monitoring
	1. How much was spent on media monitoring in CY 2008?

2. How much has been spent on media monitoring in FY 2008-09 to date?

3. How many staff in the Director are employed for media related duties?
	Parks
	1.2
	20/04/09

	203
	Written (6)
	Birmingham
	Parks - Communications
	1. What communications programs has the Director undertaken, or is planning to undertake?

2. For each program, what is the total spend? Please detail including media advertisements (where placed and costs).

3. What was the total spend on advertising by the Director in CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?
	Parks
	1.2
	20/04/09

	204
	Written (6)
	Birmingham
	Parks – Hospitality costs
	1. What is the Director's hospitality spend for CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?

2. Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of all events.
	Parks
	1.2
	20/04/09

	205
	Written (6)
	Birmingham
	Parks - Appointments
	1. What is the gender ratio on each board across the portfolio, and what is the total ratio across the portfolio?

2. In which states/territories do these Board members reside?
	Parks
	1.2
	20/04/09

	206
	Written (6)
	Birmingham
	Parks – FOI
	1. Has the Director received any advice on how to respond to Freedom of Information (FOI) requests?

2. How many FOI requests has the Director received?

3. How many have been granted or denied?

4. How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	Parks
	1.2
	20/04/09

	207
	Written (6)
	Birmingham
	Parks - Consultancies
	1. How many consultancies have been undertaken or are underway since November 2007?  

2. Please identify the name of the consultant, the subject matter of the consultancy, the duration and cost of the consultancy, and the method of procurement (i.e. open tender, direct source, etc).  Please also include total value for all consultancies.  

3. How many consultancies are planned or budgeted for this calendar year?  

4. Have these been published in the Director’s Annual Procurement Plan (APP) on the AusTender website?  If not, why not?  In each case please identify the subject matter, duration, cost and method of procurement as above, and the name of the consultant if known.
	Parks
	1.2
	20/04/09

	208
	39 (24/2)
	Birmingham
	DEWHA Secretary - Resignation 
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—When did Mr Borthwick provide his notice of resignation?

Senator Wong—We will help you as far as we can, but these are probably matters that should be addressed to the Prime Minister’s portfolio. Neither Mr Garrett nor I make this appointment; this is an appointment made by the Prime Minister.

Mr Early—I do not know the exact dates—we could give them to you on notice—but my recollection is that Mr Borthwick announced he was retiring some time in early to mid-December, and 2 January was his last day.
	PCD
	All
	06/05/09

	209
	40 (24/2)
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – Staffing under Outcome 1
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—You may need to take this on notice, but, in terms of the 146 that are stated, are you able to provide a breakdown of the level of positions that are being filled?

Mr Thompson—Yes. I will take that on notice.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Thanks, Mr Thompson. If you cannot give us an update for this year at this stage, following UEFO, presumably you are not in a position to give us an update for future year forecasts either at this point?

Mr Thompson—That is right.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Perhaps you could take those on notice. If you are able to provide them for the period, excellent; if not, I am sure we will see them in the budget papers when they come out soon enough. Thank you.
	PCD
	All
	

	210
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – Media Monitors
	1. How much was spent on media monitoring in CY 2008?

2. How much has been spent on media monitoring in FY 2008-09 to date?

3. How many staff in the Department are employed for media related duties?
	PCD
	All
	14/05/09

	211
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	International Travel
	1. Have the Minister and/or Parliamentary Secretary travelled overseas on official business since Budget Estimates?

2. If so, where was the travel, what was the purpose and what was the duration?

3. What was the total cost of: 

· travel

· accommodation, and

· any other expenses?

4. How many Ministerial staff or family accompanied the Minister/Parliamentary Secretary?

5. For these staff (please outline their position)/family what was the cost of: 

· travel

· accommodation, and

· any other expenses?

6. How many officers from the Department accompanied the Minister/Parliamentary Secretary?

7. In relation to these Departmental officers (please outline their position), what was the total cost of:

· travel

· accommodation, and

· any other expenses?

8. Were any costs or expenses, as covered above, met by private companies, unions or other organisations?  If so, please provide details.

9. Please detail total travel expenses met by the Department.  In relation to all departmental travel expenses, please provide estimated resulting carbon emissions.  Were any offsets purchased?  If so, how many and at what cost?
	PCD
	All
	

	212
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – Advertising 
	1. What communications programs has the Department undertaken, or is planning to undertake?

2. For each program, what is the total spend? Please detail including media advertisements (where placed and costs).

3. What was the total spend on advertising by the Department in CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?
	PCD
	All
	

	213
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – Board Appointments
	1. What is the gender ratio on each board across the portfolio, and what is the total ratio across the portfolio?

2. In which states/territories do these Board members reside?
	PCD
	All
	06/05/09

	214
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	DEWHA - FOI
	1. Has the Department received any advice on how to respond to Freedom of Information (FOI) requests?

2. How many FOI requests has the Department received?

3. How many have been granted or denied?

4. How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	PCD
	All
	06/05/09

	215
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – Community Cabinet meetings
	1. What was the cost of the Minister’s travel and expenses for the Community Cabinet meetings held since Budget Estimates?

2. How many Ministerial Staff and Departmental officers travelled with the Minister for each Community Cabinet meeting?

3. What was the total cost of this travel?

4. What was the total cost to the Department of the Community Cabinet?

5. In relation to all Community Cabinet meetings for calendar year 2008, please detail attendance records – Ministerial and all Ministerial and Departmental staff – together with travel, accommodation and any other costs arising.
	PCD
	All
	05/05/09

	216
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	DEWHA - Reviews
	1. How many reviews are currently being undertaken in the portfolio?

2. When will each of these reviews be concluded?

3. Which reviews have been completed since Supplementary Budget Estimates 2008?

4. When will the Government be responding to the respective reviews that have been completed?

5. What is the total number of reviews both completed and ongoing in the portfolio since November 2007? 

6. What is the estimated cost of these reviews?

7. What further reviews are planned for 2009?
	PCD
	All
	06/05/09

	217
	41 (24/2)
	Birmingham
	Green loans - assesments
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—How many assessments do you expect to be undertaken this financial year? Have you revised any of your estimates at this stage?

Mr Keefe—We anticipated 9,000 green loans to be issued this year. That would be based on a number of assessments larger than that, but I have to take on notice the exact number of assessments that would lead to that.
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	218
	43 (24/2)
	Birmingham
	Green loans – Energy Efficency homes package – ref Qon 55 SBE
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—In regard to the estimates of the environmental benefits as well as, indeed, the take-up of this program—and I think we asked some questions about statements on your website last time about the potential savings of 600,000 tonnes of CO2 equivalent per annum as a result of the program, and you kindly provided some breakdowns to that in Question on Notice No. 55 from our last time together—and that the range of actions considered in your abatement calculations are some 120,000 homes for ceiling insulation, some 40,000 homes for wall insulation and some 100,000 homes for solar and other high-performance hotwater

systems, given the sudden surge of money for nothing for insulation and hot-water service installation and so on, do we still expect people to be taking out green loans to undertake those actions?

Mr Carter—Clearly, for the actions that are now covered in the Energy Efficient Homes package we would expect them not to be taken up via the loan mechanism, and we would need to recast some of the estimates around green loans on what may be taken up in them.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—…You have not made any re-estimates either as to the take-up rate of the Green Loans program or the environmental benefits it is likely to deliver?

Mr Carter—We have not recast those calculations yet. We are happy to take that on notice and to undertake that work.
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	219
	45 (24/2)
	Birmingham
	Green loans – assessors renumeration 
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—How much do assessors get paid? It is per assessment, I assume.

Mr Keeffe—I will have to take that on notice, I am sorry, Senator.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—I would appreciate it if you could do that and if you could, perhaps, also take on notice this question: in terms of the breakdown of the costs that are budgeted for this program, how much is spent in administration, how much is spent on the assessors and what sorts of fees in addition to the subsidisation of interest are paid to the financial institutions? Those types of details—not all of which, obviously, are currently available—would be appreciated. Thank you.
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	220
	45 (24/2)

ECA 46
	Milne
	Solar hot water – trained installers
	Senator MILNE—I just wanted to follow up on the issue of capacity. Of course, I welcome the retrofit of homes across Australia with ceiling insulation and solar hot water. However, my concern goes particularly to solar hot water and the capacity in certain parts of Australia for trained people—plumbers—with the skills to install…So I just wondered what analysis you had done or what you are doing to make sure that there is the capacity to have this program delivered in as timely a manner as possible.

…
Senator Wong—Actually, it is quite a valid point, Senator. I do not know where Mr Keefe and Mr Carter  have got to with the Deputy Prime Minister’s department, but certainly that aspect of trying to ensure that some of the skills programs support the programs which have been announced in other aspects of government in this space has been something that has been discussed. I do not have details, obviously. That department is not here today. However, we will see if we can provide any further information on that.

Senator MILNE—…Is there any mechanism to transfer skills with training, given we have the financial crisis and a lot of people losing their jobs and also given the urgency because of the delivery of the infrastructure package? Are we capable of delivering to

maximise the benefits of energy efficiency in the time frame and what can we do to accelerate that focus on training and getting people losing their jobs into this kind of employment?

Senator Wong—…I do not have all the detail of what the Deputy Prime Minister is doing. As I said, to you, I am happy to try to provide further information or to arrange for them to have a discussion with you, if you wish. 
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	221
	46 (24/2)
	Milne
	Energy Efficeincy – training 
	Senator MILNE—I would just follow that up by saying that now that we have managed to secure an increased commitment to reaching a six-star rating on residential buildings as soon as possible across the country, and no later than May next year, and also a commitment to energy-efficient design and energyefficient features in the infrastructure package for schools, there is a huge, I would suspect, skills gap there and even a capacity gap in providing that kind of expertise quickly to the design of those schools to state governments and also housing authorities and so on. Is there any discussion going on with DEWHA about making the courses for energy auditors and courses in environmental design and implementation of six-star rating and so on permanent parts of TAFE training across the country rather than just auditor training for this particular package?

Mr Oxley—The framework under which training is currently developed and undertaken is quite complex in relation to a broad range of areas of energy efficiency training activities. The National Framework for Energy Efficiency, which is auspiced by the Ministerial Council on Energy, has a particular stream which is all about professional and trades training and accreditation, and under that stream work is being undertaken continuously on a whole range of identified areas where we need to improve the availability of skills in the workforce. I would have to take on notice the sort of activity being undertaken and would be happy to provide you with further information.
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	222
	48 (24/2)
	Troeth
	Stimulus Package – Insulation manufactures
	Senator TROETH—Was any modelling or research done prior to the announcement of the stimulus package to ensure that Australian manufacturers could meet this need?

Mr Keeffe—I am not aware of any information, but I will check for you and get back to you on notice.

Senator TROETH—Yes, if you could. It would be helpful if you could advise whether that was done in the department or elsewhere.
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	223
	50 (24/2)
	Birmingham
	Low Emissions Plan for Renters
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—How many grants under the original Low Emissions Plan for Renters program were you expecting to hand out this financial year?

Mr Keeffe—We will have to take that on notice.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—What are the targets now for this financial year under the revised program?

Mr Carter—… We can take on notice any estimates that we might have made of uptake of that between now and that launch.
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	224
	51 (24/2)
	Birmingham
	Low Emissions Plan for Renters - installers
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—Do you have an estimate as to how many installers will be required?

Mr Keeffe—I could take that on notice. That is the sort of thing we are talking to industry about.
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	225
	53 (24/2)
	Birmingham
	Solar Schools 
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—You are aware of these concerns and representations have been made at a departmental level to try to overcome them?

Mr Young—Yes.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Have representations been made at a ministerial level in this regard?

Mr Young—I would need to take that on notice. I am not aware of any.
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	226
	54 (24/2)
	Birmingham
	Solar Schools - claims
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—Do you have a breakdown, of the approximately 400 claims that you have had to date, between government and non-government schools?

Mr Young—No, I do not, I am afraid. I would have to take that on notice.
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	227
	54 (24/2)
	Birmingham
	Solar Schools – Renewable Energy Certificates
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—Again, it has been put to me that the New South Wales government has indicated that if schools purchase under the government’s program the department will keep the Renewable Energy Certificates—which, obviously, is a nice little income earner for state education departments in that sense.

Mr Young—That is one of the issues that we are addressing as we negotiate with the New South Wales government.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Is that an issue with other state governments as well?

Mr Young—I will take that one on notice if I may.
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	228
	54 (24/2)
	Birmingham
	Solar Schools – Gov and non Gov split
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—Mr Carter, of the 100 schools that you did analyse, did you have any breakdown between government and non-government?

Mr Carter—No, I do not have that number. We would have to take that on notice.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Can you give us any indication today as to whether there is an endemic problem in take-up in the government school sector that seems to be being held up by state education departments?

Mr Carter—We will take on notice what that split is.
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	229
	55 (24/2)
	Bob Brown
	Impact of native vegetation clearance
	Senator BOB BROWN—Can you tell me, on behalf of Minister Garrett, why the minister for the environment does not know what the impact of native vegetation clearance is on climate change in Australia?

Senator Wong—I am not sure that I would agree with your assertion that he does not know.   …

Senator BOB BROWN—Chair, the question is to do with climate change action and the minister for the environment’s ability to act on the basis of information. I will not pursue it.

Senator Wong—I can take it on notice. That is reasonable.
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	230
	Written       (5 & 15)
	Birmingham/ Johnston
	REC’s
	1. Did the Clean Energy Council write to Mr Garrett prior to the announcement of the new rebate scheme for solar panels, urging him not to use the Renewable Energy Certificates (RECs) as a basis for the rebate?  If so, can the Department please elaborate on his concerns?  Why was his advice ignored?  Please provide a copy of the letter.

2. Solar installers expressed concern that they will have to pay the home owner the thousands of dollars up front for the RECs.  Is that true?  What happens if the value of the RECs falls before they sell them?
	REED
	1.1
	06/05/09

	231
	Written 
 (5 & 15)
	Birmingham/ Johnston 
	SHCP
	In relation to the comparative benefits of the old rebate system under the Coalition and the proposed new Government system:

1. How much will a person living in Melbourne who installs a one kilowatt solar system actually receive in the hand as payment by an average solar installer or retailer?

2. Is it technically possible that a person in Melbourne buying a one kW system could be $4500-$5000 worse off than under the previous Coalition rebate system which provided an $8000 rebate to all?

3. How does this compare with the modelling by Colin Gillam, of Melbourne company Solar Sunwerx, who found that consumers could end up with almost $5000 worth of extra costs than under the current scheme, depending on where they live and the size of the system installed?

· In a 29 January report in The Australian newspaper, Mr Gillam found that people installing solar systems in Melbourne could be up to $4600 worse off, while those in other state capitals could find themselves out of pocket by up to $4000. 

· Could these figures be correct?  If not, please provide the modelling supporting any dispute of the figures?

4. Please provide modelling which shows exactly what rebate home owners would receive as a rebate under the new scheme, for each capital city, and for solar units of 1.0, 1.5, 2.0, 2.5 and 3kW.
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	232
	Written       (5 & 15)
	Birmingham/ Johnston 
	NSSP
	On 11 February 2009, The Age newspaper reported that not a single solar panel had been installed in any schools around Australia, despite the program having been announced in last year’s budget.   Despite the article quoting the Department as saying no schools had received solar panels, Departmental officials told Senate Estimates the figure was now 20.

1. Why did this number change?

2. Which figure is right?

3. When were the solar panels identified in Estimates actually fitted on the Schools?

4. Which schools were they?  In what federal electorates are these schools located?  Please provide a table with details.

5. What size solar panel units were they?

6. What was the cost of the individual units?  What rebate was paid?  When?

7. What is the average processing time for these rebates?

8. Please outline, by month for calendar year 2008, the average value of these rebates and the average size of system installed.
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	233
	Written       (5 & 15)
	Birmingham/ Johnston 
	SHCP
	1. Some solar suppliers advise that it can take up to half a year for the solar panel rebate to be paid – is this true?

2. How many staff are working on applications for the solar rebate?

3. What, if anything, is being done to alleviate this backlog?

4. How many people are waiting for their solar rebate?

5. How many people have given up and not proceeded with their application out of frustration at the delay?
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	234
	Written       (5 & 15)
	Birmingham/ Johnston
	Insulation rebates
	According to analysis carried out by Citigroup, quoted in the Australian Financial Review on 6 February, “To implement the Rudd plan, vast imports may have to be ordered.”  Citigroup’s Julian Bu also warned that CSR, one of the major insulation manufacturers in Australia, would see its insulation market “permanently depleted within three years because imports would crowd out potential longer term sales.”


1. What modelling/research was done prior to the announcement of the stimulus package to ensure that Australian manufacturers could meet the need for this sudden market rush?  Please provide details.

2. Doesn’t flooding the Australian market with imported insulation only help the jobs of overseas insulation manufacturers and not Australian jobs?

3. Did Australian insulation manufacturers warn that they would not be able to provide 100 per cent of the insulation product for this program?
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	235
	Written       (5 & 15)
	Birmingham/ Johnston
	Insulation rebates
	1. What arrangements have been put in place to assist the insulation industry to cope with the sudden and unnatural spike in demand for insulation?

2. How will the Department avoid raising expectations that people will be able to have insulation installed in a timely manner, only for them to have to wait for possibly months and months because of a backlog?
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	236
	Written       (5 & 15)
	Birmingham/ Johnston 
	Insulation rebates
	1. Why are only houses without insulation covered?  

2. Has consideration been given to older houses with minimal, relatively ineffective insulation?

3. What measures are in place to police people removing old insulation and then claiming they’ve never had it? 

4. Are there any measures to prevent insulation installers from taking part in the removal of old insulation and simply filling out forms declaring there never was insulation there in the first place?  

5. What penalties, if any, are being proposed for such cases?

6. What discussions were held with the insulation industry prior to the announcement of the stimulus package?

7. Did the industry advise that it could meet the entire demand for insulation?  

8. What figure did it suggest it could provide?  

9. If imports were forecast, from what countries would the product be sourced?  

10. Did the industry express any concern about cheap imports flooding the Australian insulation market?  

11. Were any other concerns identified?
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	237
	Written       (5 & 15)
	Birmingham/ Johnston
	Insulation rebates
	Is it possible that installing insulation in some Australian homes might simply help to keep them hotter, rather than reduce power use?  If so, why are Australians being encouraged to believe there is a one size fits all approach?
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	238
	Written       (5 & 15)
	Birmingham/ Johnston 
	Insulation rebates
	1. Has the Department been contacted by Members of Parliament representing hotter areas of Australia asking for a better deal for their constituents?

2. What contact has there been with the paint industry or manufacturers of 'heat reflective coatings' in formulating this policy measure?

3. Were 'heat reflective coatings' considered as part of the Government's insulation package? If so, why have they been excluded?

4. Has the Department investigated these 'heat reflective coatings' products for the substantial role they can play in reducing energy use?
	REED
	1.1
	14/04/09

	239
	Written 
(5 & 15)
	Birmingham/ Johnston 
	Insulation rebates
	1. What assurance can be given to ALL homeowners that if they install insulation as part of the package they will receive lower power bills?

2. Has the Department prepared briefings for the Minister or Minister’s office on the potential benefits of 'heat reflective coatings' on buildings?  If so, what advice has been given?
	REED
	1.1
	14/04/09

	240
	Written       (5 & 15)
	Birmingham/ Johnston
	Insulation rebates
	1. Have representations been received from the foil batt industry, such as the Aluminium Foil Insulation Association (AFIA), expressing concerns as to why their product does not qualify for the rebate under the stimulus package?

2. Why do foil batts not qualify?  What were the concerns of the industry, such as AFIA?  Did they express concerns about representatives of the organisation that sets the ‘R’ ratings for insulation?  What were they told?  What was the response?
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	241
	Written       (5 & 15)
	Birmingham/ Johnston
	Insulation rebates
	1. Is consideration being given to the approval of foil batts qualifying under the stimulus guidelines?

2. Has the Minister met with representatives of the foil industry sector to discuss their concerns?

3. Is it correct that foil batts qualify under the renters insulation rebate scheme?   Is it correct that the renter’s rebate can be used on floor and wall insulation?  If so, why does the household insulation rebate scheme not provide a similar benefit?
	REED
	1.1
	20/04/09

	242
	Written       (5 & 15)
	Birmingham/ Johnston
	Solar panels
	1. Did the Department recommend that more support be provided for the uptake of solar panels in homes as part of the proposed stimulus package?  If so, why were these rejected?

2. What other environmental measures were considered as part of the package?
	REED
	1.1
	14/04/09

	243
	Written (15) 
	Johnston
	NSSP
	1. For the record, please confirm how many schools in Australia have received solar panels since the program was provided funding in the Budget in May 2008.

2. What has caused the delay?

3. If you can’t deliver on a straightforward program like this, how do you think you’ll go delivering on the similar insulation program announced as part of the stimulus package?

4. The Prime Minister said he’d be “knocking skulls together” to get such programs off the ground – but doesn’t this long delay in the Solar Schools program undermine this claim?
	REED
	1.1
	06/05/09

	244
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	DEWHA – Stimulus pacakage
	1. Does the Department have any involvement in measures announced as part of the $42 billion budget stimulus package?

2. If so, was (and when was) the Department asked for input before the stimulus package was announced?

3. When did the Department know details about the stimulus package affecting its portfolio?
	REED
	1.1
	06/05/09

	245
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Green Loans
	Please detail how the estimated reductions in greenhouse gas emissions from the Green Loans program will vary as a result of increased government support for household insulation and household solar hot water systems.
	REED
	1.1
	14/04/09

	246
	123 (23/2)
	Birmingham
	Screen Aust – supported productions
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—How many productions did the predecessor to Screen Australia support through investments in the previous financial year?

Mr Pearson—I would have to take that on notice.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—How many productions is the target to support this financial year out of the $60 million?

Dr Harley—I am advised that it is 90 productions.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Perhaps if you could take that on notice. Could you give us the Prior [agencies]? That is fine, but also the breakdown across genres for those 90 targets.

Dr Harley—Of those we know that 25 of the 90 are feature films.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—So 25 of the 90 are feature films, and the rest are then documentaries and children’s programming and—

Dr Harley—Adult drama for television.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—If you could provide some of the breakdown.
	Screen Aust
	4.1
	14/04/09

	247
	Written (10)
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia – Efficiency 
	1. How has Screen Australia implemented the one-off two per cent efficiency dividend (ED)?  

2. Where have savings been achieved – i.e. which programs/resources have been cut?  

3. Has Screen Australia had to reduce any activities that it considers to be ‘core business’ or has it had to reduce service standards as a result of the ED?
	Screen Australia
	4.1
	14/04/09

	248
	Written (10)
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia - Staffing
	1. Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?  If so, where and at what level?

2. Are there any plans for staff reductions?  If so, please advise details i.e. reduction target, how this will be achieved, services/programs to be cut etc.

3. What changes are underway or planned for graduate recruitment, cadetships or similar programs?  Are such employment programs being reduced? If so, by how many and has Screen Australia done an analysis on long term effect on retention and attrition?

4. Has Screen Australia’s consultancy expenditure increased due to reduced staffing?
	Screen Australia
	4.1
	14/04/09

	249
	Written (10)
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia - Appropriation 
	Noting the Government’s  Federal Financial Relations Bill 2009, which appropriates money to Treasury to pass on to the States;

· Does Screen Australia receive any appropriations that will be transferred to the Treasury Dept?  

· What are these?
	Screen Australia
	4.1
	14/04/09

	250
	Written (10)
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia - Resources
	1. Does Screen Australia have enough analytical resources at its disposal?  For example, the Government has cut funding to the ABS – is Screen Australia provided with enough data collection for evidence-based policy making and evaluation?  

2. Did Screen Australia use any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure in 2007-08?  

3. Has Screen Australia used any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure this year?  

4. Has any depreciation funding been used for purposes other than the replacement of capital items in 2007-08?

5. How much has Screen Australia spent on the replacement of capital items in the first six months of 2008-09? 
	Screen Australia
	4.1
	14/04/09

	251
	Written (10)
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia – Stimulus package
	1. Does Screen Australia have any involvement in measures announced as part of the $42 billion budget stimulus package?

2. If so, was (and when was) Screen Australia asked for input before the stimulus package was announced?

3. When did Screen Australia know details about the stimulus package affecting its portfolio?
	Screen Australia
	4.1
	14/04/09

	252
	Written (10)
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia – Staffing
	1. What is the current total staffing for Screen Australia – permanent and temporary?

2. What was the total Full Time Equivalent (FTE) staffing level for Screen Australia on 1 July 2008?

3. How many permanent staff were recruited in calendar year (CY) 2008 and in financial year (FY) 2008-09 to date?  What level are these staff?

4. How many temporary positions exist or have been created in CY 2008 and in FY 2008-09 to date?

5. For CY 2008 and FY 2008-09 to date, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	Screen Australia
	4.1
	01/05/09

	253
	Written (10)
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia - unerspends
	1. Which programs are currently tracking for an underspend this financial year?

2. How many of Screen Australia’s funding programs/budget measures lapse this Financial Year and what are they?
	Screen Australia
	4.1
	14/04/09

	254
	Written (10)
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia – Gershon Review 
	1. What impact will the Gershon Review have on Screen Australia?  

2. How much money will be saved?  

3. Will Screen Australia be required to return any money to Budget for 2009-10?
	Screen Australia
	4.1
	14/04/09

	255
	Written (10)
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia –Media Monitoring 
	1. How much was spent on media monitoring in CY 2008?

2. How much has been spent on media monitoring in FY 2008-09 to date?

3. How many staff in Screen Australia are employed for media related duties?
	Screen Australia
	4.1
	14/04/09

	256
	Written (10)
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia – Government Advertising
	1. What communications programs has Screen Australia undertaken, or is planning to undertake?

2. For each program, what is the total spend? Please detail including media advertisements (where placed and costs).

3. What was the total spend on advertising by Screen Australia in CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?
	Screen Australia
	4.1
	14/04/09

	257
	Written (10)
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia - Hospitality
	What is Screen Australia's hospitality spend for CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?

Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of all events.
	Screen Australia
	4.1
	14/04/09

	258
	Written (10)
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia – Board Appointments 
	What is the gender ratio on each board across the portfolio, and what is the total ratio across the portfolio?

In which states/territories do these Board members reside?
	Screen Australia
	4.1
	14/04/09

	259
	Written (10) 
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia – FOI requests
	1. Has Screen Australia received any advice on how to respond to Freedom of Information (FOI) requests?

2. How many FOI requests has Screen Australia received?

3. How many have been granted or denied?

4. How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	Screen Australia
	4.1
	14/04/09

	260
	Written (10) 
	Birmingham
	Screen Australia - Consultancies
	1. How many consultancies have been undertaken or are underway since November 2007?  

2. Please identify the name of the consultant, the subject matter of the consultancy, the duration and cost of the consultancy, and the method of procurement (i.e. open tender, direct source, etc).  Please also include total value for all consultancies.  

3. How many consultancies are planned or budgeted for this calendar year?  

4. Have these been published in Screen Australia’s Annual Procurement Plan (APP) on the AusTender website?  If not, why not?  In each case please identify the subject matter, duration, cost and method of procurement as above, and the name of the consultant if known.
	Screen Australia
	4.1
	14/04/09

	261
	Written (21) 
	Abetz
	Screen Australia – Please Explain
	1. How much money has Screen Australia made available to the project known as “Please Explain”?

2. Is Screen Australia planning to provide more money, than the $110,000 already reported, to this film?

3. If money has been provided, on what date was the decision made to make that money available?

4. If awarded funding, on what basis was this particular project awarded funding?

5. Did Screen Australia, or its predecessor bodies, provide any funding toward the film ‘Australia’?

· If so, how much?

6. If Screen Australia was approached for funding, what date was it first approached to fund the film, ‘Australia’?

7. Did the script as first presented to Screen Australia differ in any major way to the final production, including the characters in the film?

· If so, how?
	Screen Australia
	4.1
	14/04/09

	262
	Written (11)
	Birmingham
	SHFT – Efficiency Dividend
	1. How has the Trust implemented the one-off two per cent efficiency dividend (ED)?  

2. Where have savings been achieved – i.e. which programs/resources have been cut?  

3. Has the Trust had to reduce any activities that it considers to be ‘core business’ or has it had to reduce service standards as a result of the ED?
	SHFT
	1.2
	01/05/09

	263
	Written (11)
	Birmingham
	SHFT – Staffing 
	1. Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?  If so, where and at what level?

2. Are there any plans for staff reductions?  If so, please advise details i.e. reduction target, how this will be achieved, services/programs to be cut etc.

3. What changes are underway or planned for graduate recruitment, cadetships or similar programs?  Are such employment programs being reduced? If so, by how many and has the Trust done an analysis on long term effect on retention and attrition?

4. Has the Trust’s consultancy expenditure increased due to reduced staffing?
	SHFT
	1.2
	14/04/09

	264
	Written (11)
	Birmingham
	SHFT - Appropriation
	Noting the Government’s  Federal Financial Relations Bill 2009, which appropriates money to Treasury to pass on to the States;

· Does the Trust receive any appropriations that will be transferred to the Treasury Dept?  

· What are these?
	SHFT
	1.2
	14/04/09

	265
	Written (11)
	Birmingham
	SHFT – Resources 
	1. Does the Trust have enough analytical resources at its disposal?  For example, the Government has cut funding to the ABS – is the Trust provided with enough data collection for evidence-based policy making and evaluation?  

2. Did the Trust use any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure in 2007-08?  

3. Has the Trust used any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure this year?  

4. Has any depreciation funding been used for purposes other than the replacement of capital items in 2007-08?

5. How much has the Trust spent on the replacement of capital items in the first six months of 2008-09? 
	SHFT
	1.2
	14/04/09

	266
	Written (11)
	Birmingham
	SHFT – Stimulus package
	1. Does the Trust have any involvement in measures announced as part of the $42 billion budget stimulus package?

2. If so, was (and when was) the Trust asked for input before the stimulus package was announced?

3. When did the Trust know details about the stimulus package affecting its portfolio?
	SHFT
	1.2
	14/04/09

	267
	Written (11)
	Birmingham
	SHFT - Staffing
	1. What is the current total staffing for the Trust – permanent and temporary?

2. What was the total Full Time Equivalent (FTE) staffing level for the Trust on 1 July 2008?

3. How many permanent staff were recruited in calendar year (CY) 2008 and in financial year (FY) 2008-09 to date?  What level are these staff?

4. How many temporary positions exist or have been created in CY 2008 and in FY 2008-09 to date?

5. For CY 2008 and FY 2008-09 to date, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	SHFT
	1.2
	14/04/09

	268
	Written (11)
	Birmingham
	SHFT - Underspending
	1. Which programs are currently tracking for an underspend this financial year?

2. How many of the Trust’s funding programs/budget measures lapse this Financial Year and what are they?
	SHFT
	1.2
	14/04/09

	269
	Written (11)
	Birmingham
	SHFT – Gershon REview
	1. What impact will the Gershon Review have on the Trust?  

2. How much money will be saved?  

3. Will the Trust be required to return any money to Budget for 2009-10?
	SHFT
	1.2
	14/04/09

	270
	Written (11)
	Birmingham
	SHFT – Media Monitoring
	1. How much was spent on media monitoring in CY 2008?

2. How much has been spent on media monitoring in FY 2008-09 to date?

3. How many staff in the Trust are employed for media related duties?
	SHFT
	1.2
	14/04/09

	271
	Written (11)
	Birmingham
	SHFT – Government Advertising
	1. What communications programs has the Trust undertaken, or is planning to undertake?

2. For each program, what is the total spend? Please detail including media advertisements (where placed and costs).

3. What was the total spend on advertising by the Trust in CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?
	SHFT
	1.2
	14/04/09

	272
	Written (11)
	Birmingham
	SHFT - Hospitality
	What is the Trust's hospitality spend for CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?

Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of all events.
	SHFT
	1.2
	14/04/09

	273
	Written (11)
	Birmingham
	SHFT - Appointments
	1. What is the gender ratio on each board across the portfolio, and what is the total ratio across the portfolio?

2. In which states/territories do these Board members reside?
	SHFT
	1.2
	14/04/09

	274
	Written (11)
	Birmingham
	SHFT – FOI 
	1. Has the Trust received any advice on how to respond to Freedom of Information (FOI) requests?

2. How many FOI requests has the Trust received?

3. How many have been granted or denied?

4. How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	SHFT
	1.2
	01/05/09

	275
	Written (11)
	Birmingham
	SHFT - Consultancies
	1. How many consultancies have been undertaken or are underway since November 2007?  

2. Please identify the name of the consultant, the subject matter of the consultancy, the duration and cost of the consultancy, and the method of procurement (i.e. open tender, direct source, etc).  Please also include total value for all consultancies.  

3. How many consultancies are planned or budgeted for this calendar year?  

4. Have these been published in the Trust’s Annual Procurement Plan (APP) on the AusTender website?  If not, why not?  In each case please identify the subject matter, duration, cost and method of procurement as above, and the name of the consultant if known.
	SHFT
	1.2
	01/05/09

	276
	21 (24/2)
	Ludlam
	Groundwater study - ERA
	Senator LUDLAM—Can you tell us anything about the reports? Firstly, are those reports in the public domain?

Mr Hughes—I doubt that the report is in the public domain.

Senator LUDLAM—Is that something you are able to check for the committee?

Mr Hughes—We could check that, yes.
	SSD
	1.5
	14/04/09

	277
	Written (12
	Birmingham
	SSD – Efficiency Dividend
	1. How has the Supervising Scientist implemented the one-off two per cent efficiency dividend (ED)?  

2. Where have savings been achieved – i.e. which programs/resources have been cut?  

3. Has the Supervising Scientist had to reduce any activities that it considers to be ‘core business’ or has it had to reduce service standards as a result of the ED?
	SSD
	1.5
	14/04/09

	278
	Written (12
	Birmingham
	SSD – Staffing 
	1. Have staffing numbers been reduced as a result of the efficiency dividend and/or other budget cuts?  If so, where and at what level?

2. Are there any plans for staff reductions?  If so, please advise details i.e. reduction target, how this will be achieved, services/programs to be cut etc.

3. What changes are underway or planned for graduate recruitment, cadetships or similar programs?  Are such employment programs being reduced? If so, by how many and has the Supervising Scientist done an analysis on long term effect on retention and attrition?

4. Has the Supervising Scientist’s consultancy expenditure increased due to reduced staffing?
	SSD
	1.5
	14/04/09

	279
	Written (12
	Birmingham
	SSD - Appropriation
	Noting the Government’s  Federal Financial Relations Bill 2009, which appropriates money to Treasury to pass on to the States;

· Does the Supervising Scientist receive any appropriations that will be transferred to the Treasury Dept?  

· What are these?
	SSD
	1.5
	14/04/09

	280
	Written (12
	Birmingham
	SSD - Resources
	1. Does the Supervising Scientist have enough analytical resources at its disposal?  For example, the Government has cut funding to the ABS – is the Supervising Scientist provided with enough data collection for evidence-based policy making and evaluation?  

2. Did the Supervising Scientist use any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure in 2007-08?  

3. Has the Supervising Scientist used any depreciation funding for recurrent expenditure this year?  

4. as any depreciation funding been used for purposes other than the replacement of capital items in 2007-08?

5. How much has the Supervising Scientist spent on the replacement of capital items in the first six months of 2008-09? 
	SSD
	1.5
	14/04/09

	281
	Written (12
	Birmingham
	SSD – Stimulus Package
	1. Does the Supervising Scientist have any involvement in measures announced as part of the $42 billion budget stimulus package?

2. If so, was (and when was) the Supervising Scientist asked for input before the stimulus package was announced?

3. When did the Supervising Scientist know details about the stimulus package affecting its portfolio?
	SSD
	1.5
	14/04/09

	282
	Written (12
	Birmingham
	SSD – Staffing 
	1. What is the current total staffing for the Supervising Scientist – permanent and temporary?

2. What was the total Full Time Equivalent (FTE) staffing level for the Supervising Scientist on 1 July 2008?

3. How many permanent staff were recruited in calendar year (CY) 2008 and in financial year (FY) 2008-09 to date?  What level are these staff?

4. How many temporary positions exist or have been created in CY 2008 and in FY 2008-09 to date?

5. For CY 2008 and FY 2008-09 to date, how many employees have been employed on contract and what is the average length of their employment period?
	SSD
	1.5
	14/04/09

	283
	Written (12
	Birmingham
	SSD – Program underspend
	1. Which programs are currently tracking for an underspend this financial year?

2. How many of the Supervising Scientist’s funding programs/budget measures lapse this Financial Year and what are they?
	SSD
	1.5
	14/04/09

	284
	Written (12)
	Birmingham
	SSD – Gershon Review 
	1. What impact will the Gershon Review have on the Supervising Scientist?  

2. How much money will be saved?  

3. Will the Supervising Scientist be required to return any money to Budget for 2009-10?
	SSD
	1.5
	14/04/09

	285
	Written (12)
	Birmingham
	SSD – Media Monitoring
	1. How much was spent on media monitoring in CY 2008?

2. How much has been spent on media monitoring in FY 2008-09 to date?

3. How many staff in the Supervising Scientist are employed for media related duties?
	SSD
	1.5
	14/04/09

	286
	Written (12)
	Birmingham
	SSD – Government Advertising
	1. What communications programs has the Supervising Scientist undertaken, or is planning to undertake?

2. For each program, what is the total spend? Please detail including media advertisements (where placed and costs).

3. What was the total spend on advertising by the Supervising Scientist in CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?
	SSD
	1.5
	14/04/09

	287
	Written (12)
	Birmingham
	SSD - Hospitality
	What is the Supervising Scientist's hospitality spend for CY 2008 and for FY 2008/09 to date?

Please detail date, location, purpose and cost of all events.
	SSD
	1.5
	23/04/09

	288
	Written (12)
	Birmingham
	SSD - Appointments
	1. What is the gender ratio on each board across the portfolio, and what is the total ratio across the portfolio?

2. In which states/territories do these Board members reside?
	SSD
	1.5
	14/04/09

	289
	Written (12)
	Birmingham
	SSD - FOI
	1. Has the Supervising Scientist received any advice on how to respond to Freedom of Information (FOI) requests?

2. How many FOI requests has the Supervising Scientist received?

3. How many have been granted or denied?

4. How many conclusive certificates have been issued in relation to FOI requests?
	SSD
	1.5
	23/04/09

	290
	Written (12)
	Birmingham
	SSD - Consultancies
	1. How many consultancies have been undertaken or are underway since November 2007?  

2. Please identify the name of the consultant, the subject matter of the consultancy, the duration and cost of the consultancy, and the method of procurement (i.e. open tender, direct source, etc).  Please also include total value for all consultancies.  

3. How many consultancies are planned or budgeted for this calendar year?  

4. Have these been published in the Supervising Scientist’s Annual Procurement Plan (APP) on the AusTender website?  If not, why not?  In each case please identify the subject matter, duration, cost and method of procurement as above, and the name of the consultant if known.
	SSD
	1.5
	23/04/09

	291
	129 (24/2)
	Nash
	Water – Commonwealth Powers
	Senator Wong—As was discussed I think in the context of the amendment that was then withdrawn, or the opposition’s position changed in relation to mining, mining is regulated primarily at state level, and the purpose of the study was to provide further information, but ultimately the Commonwealth has a limited role in the regulation of mining.

Senator NASH—I do understand that. Finally—I am happy for you to take this notice, and I understand it is hypothetical—if the study goes ahead and it does indeed ascertain that there are risks involved to the water system and the local area, could you provide to the committee what Commonwealth powers do exist to ensure that that mining did not go ahead?

Senator Wong—First, mining is not my portfolio. Secondly, you are asking essentially for legal advice. That is not the role of—  …

Senator NASH—It is indeed. I am simply asking if the department could provide to the committee what powers the Commonwealth does have in that situation. It is a very straightforward question.

Senator Wong—In relation to mining?

Senator NASH—If a study did show that there were risks involved—it may well come back that you tell me that the Commonwealth has no powers. I am just merely asking for—

Senator Wong—We can take on notice insofar it is relevant to my portfolio—

Senator NASH—That is all I am asking.

Senator Wong—But not mining broadly.
	Water
	3
	06/05/09

	292
	123 (24/2)
	Heffernan
	Water allocations
	Senator HEFFERNAN—As I am instructed, it is a question for you fellows. There was a $4.8 million revenue injection from 12,500 megalitres of temporary water allocations at an average price of $385, which was announced by Tandou on 23 February, which was yesterday. My question is: where would that have been stored?

Senator Wong—We will have to take that on notice.  …

Senator Wong—I will take that on notice. No-one seems to be able to assist, so, if you are asking me to give you details of a private sale of temporary water that you are not asserting the Commonwealth has purchased, then I am not sure I can help. It is like asking people to tell me who sold the car.
	Water Group
	3
	

	293
	123-124 (24/2)
	Heffernan
	Water Purchasing
	Senator HEFFERNAN—There are. Could you provide me, on notice if necessary, the date that the heads

of agreement were announced for the purchase of the 250,000 megalitres of supplementary water from tender?

I just need the date confirmed.

Senator Wong—Could we take that on notice?  …

Senator Wong—I think you and I had a discussion after this and this is a Living Murray purchase. My recollection is New South Wales was in fact the largest contributor. What do you want taken on notice?

Senator HEFFERNAN—I will tell you what I am after. The day before there was an announcement by Tandou about a heads of agreement, not an agreement. I want to know when the heads of agreement was signed because the day before the  announcement was made, according to the Business Spectator, there was a transaction of shares in Tandou through a company whose address is as follows: Walker House, 87 Mary Street, Georgetown, Cayman KY19002 Cayman Islands. That was the day before the price doubled when they announced the heads of agreement to buy the water. That is why I want to know—and they will know why I want to know—the date of the heads of agreement.

Senator Wong—We will take that on notice.
	Water Group
	3
	05/05/09

	294
	127 (24/2)
	Nash
	Water Purchasing
	Senator Wong—I can give you the information. This is for February to May 2008. The settled purchases that I have been provided with total 24.3 gigalitres. The completion of a further 4.5 million purchases has been deferred until various issues currently impeding the approval and settlement of these trades can be overcome.
Senator NASH—Okay. I am interested in the issues, but I will put that on notice rather than go through it now.
	Water Group
	3
	06/05/09

	295
	127 (24/2)
	Nash
	Water Purchasing
	Senator NASH—What is the total worth of the entitlements purchased? I am happy with a ballpark figure, and you can take a finalised figure on notice. I am happy to assist to do that, but I would like a rough ballpark figure.

Senator Wong—It is $33.7 million. Can I say that with a caveat that we will take it on notice?
	Water Group
	3
	06/05/09

	296
	130 (24/2)
	Xenophon
	Menindee
	Senator XENOPHON—I am very conscious of the time. I understand that Senator Siewert has some questions, so I will just put on notice a few questions. Mention was made by the minister in her media release of 3 July that up to $400 million could be spent on this project. Could I get some further details from you as to an approximate timetable, and how the money would be spent? Even in broad parameters, that would be very useful.

Dr Horne—I am happy to take that on notice to the extent that we can at the moment, bearing in mind that some of the major part of the work that we are doing at the moment is contingent on this next stage.

Senator XENOPHON—Even outlining the contingencies will be fine. Thank you.

Dr Horne—Yes, sure.
	Water Group
	3
	08/05/09

	297
	130 (24/2)
	Siewert
	Water cap
	Senator SIEWERT—In one minute, could you please provide me with the list of how many districts have now reached the four per cent cap, in Victoria in particular?

Ms Harwood—Of the irrigation districts in Victoria, the four per cent has been reached in 10.

Senator SIEWERT—Could you take on notice to tell me which are the 10 districts?

Ms Harwood—Yes.

Senator SIEWERT—Also, do you have any data on the 10 per cent capping transfer disaggregation?

Ms Harwood—The 10 per cent has not been reached, but some are moving up above five, six and seven per cent.

Senator SIEWERT—Could you provide that list also?

Ms Harwood—Yes.
	Water Group
	3
	05/05/09

	298
	130 (24/2)
	Birmingham
	Water - Infrastructure projects
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—This is a little like speed dating tonight, Dr Horne. How many applications for infrastructure projects have reached the due diligence stage? …
Ms Harwood—Due diligence is underway on the irrigation pipeline for South Australia. Work has started on the due diligence on the SunWater project in Queensland, which is an irrigation efficiency project there.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Would you provide on notice details of those, but only one of those is an irrigation efficiency project, being the last one you mentioned; the others are about providing alternate pipeline systems.
	Water Group
	3
	05/05/09

	299
	130 (24/2)
	Birmingham
	SA Desal Plant
	Senator BIRMINGHAM—That is for the $100 million that was an election promise for the 50 gig plant. When was that proposal received, roughly—months ago?

Mr Robinson—Within the last few months. I can take on notice precisely when.

Senator BIRMINGHAM—Okay.
	Water Group
	3
	05/05/09

	300
	Written (13)
	Hanson-Young
	Water Trading
	1. You have committed to bring forward $500bn. How much water do you expect to be able to buy with that? 

2. Is the amount of water considered ‘large’ relative to other demand in the market?  What other market ‘saturation’ issues do you anticipate? Are their any ways in which they could be overcome? 

3. Won’t there be more suppliers willing to sell if the price increases? What effect would that have? 

4. Is there any strategic planning about where the water is sourced – so as to avoid unnecessary evaporation and/or leakage? 
	Water Group
	3.1
	

	301
	Written (13)
	Hanson-Young
	SA pipeline
	The new pipeline to supply potable water from Strathalbyn and Tailem Bend to communities around the Lower Lakes was partially funded by Commonwealth funding of $120million as announced by Minister Wong in November 2008. 

Given this input of public funds, why then, are residents in these areas, being asked to pay by SA Water just over $3000 to connect to the pipeline? By comparison, SA Water charges, for Adelaide residents who already have a meter, a connection fee of around $300 and $1400 depending on pipe size. 
	Water Group 
	3.1
	

	302
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water - buybacks
	1. How many, in terms of value and numbers, tender acceptances in the $50m purchasing round failed due diligence?

2. How many, in terms of both value and numbers, of these were from Victoria?

3. Of those from Victoria that were not completed, what was the reason?

4. How many, in terms of both value and numbers, of the Victorian tenders that were unable to be completed were because of the 4% cap being reached?
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	303
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water – Nthn Basin buybacks
	Northern Basin Buyback commenced in August 2008, what is the status of these buybacks, specifying dollar and quantity of water at each stage ie. Registered, pending, finalised etc?
	Water Group
	3.1
	

	304
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water – Sthn Basin buybacks
	Southern Basin Buyback commenced October 2008, what is the status of these buybacks, specifying dollar and quantity of water at each stage ie. Registered, pending, finalised etc?
	Water Group
	3.1
	

	305
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water - Tandou
	1. How much of the $34 million paid to Tandou for 250 GL of water came from the Federal Gov and how much from the NSW Government? 

2. How was the purchase price of Tandou determined?

3. How much was Tandou's water valued at before the sale?

4. Please outline the steps in the process of the sale?

5. Was the purchase deemed to be value for money and why?
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	306
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water - Infrastructure
	Please outline all water infrastructure programs which have commenced or are to be commenced, the amount of funding associated with each program and, if the program has commenced, the amount of funding already spent. Also outline the type of project the money was been spent against.
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	307
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water – Water for the Future Program
	How many ML of surface water allocations have been purchased in the following states since the inception of the $12.9 Water for the Future program?

a. NSW

b. VIC

c. QLD

d. SA
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	308
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water – Water for the Future Program
	How many ML of ground water allocations have been purchased in the following state since the inception of the $12.9 Water for the Future program?

a. NSW

b. VIC

c. QLD

d. SA
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	309
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water – Groundwater 
	1. Is the Department aware that water sustainability studies have already been conducted in NSW? 

2. Is the Department aware that as a result of the NSW studies the CSIRO key findings in relation to predictions that groundwater usage in NSW will double by 2030 is thought to be incorrect by some parts of the industry?

3. Did members of the CSIRO conducting this report discuss NSW water sharing plans and groundwater management with NSW industry groups to determine if their findings were correct?

4. Is the Department and the CSIRO aware that groundwater management areas in NSW that do not have a Water Sharing Plan have an embargo on any further groundwater development, including the granting of new groundwater entitlements?

5. Could the Department please comment on what will be the impact of these embargoes and water sharing plans already in existence in NSW will have in relation to the CSIRO report findings?

6. Will this inaccuracy be rectified? Or will this study form the basis of government policy?

7. Has the Department evaluated the effectiveness of NSW groundwater management when looking at policy proposals for groundwater management?

8. Have water sustainability studies been conducted in states other than NSW? If so provide details.
	Water Group
	3.1
	05/05/09

	310
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water – Namoi Catchment
	1. Will funding still be provided to the proposed Namoi Catchment Water Study if the NSW State Government fails to commit a matching contribution?  If so, where will this funding come from?

2. What measures have been taken to prevent any new subsurface mining licences being issued in the Namoi Catchment until the completion and public release of the proposed water study?

3. If the study identifies any risks that mining could have on underground and surface water resources of the Namoi catchment and any highly productive agricultural land, what measures will be put in place to prevent this mining?  
	Water Group
	3.1
	05/05/09

	311
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water – Namoi Catchment - Comphensation
	1. Could the Department please provide an estimate of direct and indirect costs to Australian consumers resulting from lost food and fibre production due to the destruction of the highly productive land and water quality throughout the Namoi catchment and the greater Murray Darling Basin by the coal mines proposed for the Namoi Valley by the NSW government, BHP, China Coal and others?

2. What compensation will be available to all water users (irrigation, livestock, industry, domestic and urban water supplies) who incur remediation costs due to the contamination of water or water loss as the result of mining in the Namoi Valley? 

3. What compensation will be available to landholders in the Namoi Valley whose land incurs monetary or productive devaluation through mining whether as a result of mining on that property or within the proximity?  To what extent will this offset the estimated direct and indirect costs of reduced production and income caused by the destruction of productive land throughout the Namoi Valley?
	Water Group
	3.1
	05/05/09

	312
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water – Namoi Catchment - costs
	1. What is the total estimated value of the reduction in value of private and public lands throughout the Namoi catchment and the greater Murray Darling Basin resulting from the destruction of the productive value of land and damage to the water supply and quality caused by the coal mines proposed for the Namoi Valley by the NSW government, BHP, China Coal and others?

2. What is the estimated total direct and indirect cost to Australian taxpayers of the destruction of communities and social economic infrastructure as a result of the loss for all time of food and fibre production caused by the damage to the productive value of land and water supply and quality by the coal mines proposed for the Namoi catchment and the greater Murray Darling Basin?

3. What is the Government’s forward estimate, expressed in present value, of the total value of all Australian taxes and other imposts to be paid by BHP, China Coal and others who would operate the coal mines proposed for the Namoi Valley by the NSW government, BHP, China Coal and others?
	Water Group
	3.1
	05/05/09

	313
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water – Namoi Catchment - Costs
	1. What is the estimated cost to Australian taxpayers of all public infrastructure, present and future, to be used by the coal mines proposed for the Namoi Valley by the NSW government, BHP, China Coal and others?

2. What is the estimated total direct and indirect cost to Australian taxpayers of the irremediable damage which would be caused to all environmental values including but not limited to the productive value of land, water supply and quality and biodiversity generally throughout the Namoi catchment and the greater Murray Darling Basin by the coal mines proposed for the Namoi Valley?

3. What is the estimated value of all direct and indirect subsidisation to be paid by Australian taxpayers to BHP, China Coal and others who would operate the coal mines proposed for the Namoi Valley by the NSW government, BHP, China Coal and others?
	Water Group
	3.1
	08/05/09

	314
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water - Infrastucture
	Of the $3.9 billion already committed towards water efficiency and irrigation infrastructure projects in the Murray Darling Basin, could the Department please outline:

1. What percentage of this allocation is towards food production to ensure food security is maintained for all Australians?

2. What percentage of this allocation is for Managed Investment Schemes which involve forestry?

3. What percentage of this allocation is for town use of water?

4. What percentage of this allocation is for industrial use such as mining?
	Water Group
	3.1
	

	315
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water - Infrastructure
	Will Federal funding be provided for the following projects?  If not why not?

· the Chaffey Dam Augmentation project; and

· the Peel River Water Sharing Plan?
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	316
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water - Meetings
	Has the Department or the Minister ever officially met with delegates from Groundwater Pumpers Associations across:

· NSW

· VIC

· QLD

· SA?
	Water Group
	3.1
	05/05/09

	317
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water - Consultation
	1. Does the Department keep a priority list of industry groups to consult with?  

2. How often are these industry groups contacted?

3. How often does the Minister meet with these groups?
	Water Group
	3.1
	05/05/09

	318
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water – Water for the Future
	What are the reasons for the Water for the Future Plan (WFTFP) casting its priority towards water buybacks across the MDB, when until there is a major rainfall event across the Basin the entitlements only hold paper value?
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	319
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water - Victoria
	1. Does the government accept that the current approach by Victoria in applying an overall limit of 10% to permanent trade out of irrigation areas and accounting for the separation of land and water within Victorian irrigation areas as part of both the annual 4% and overall 10% limit as contrary to Commonwealth policy and a market distortion?
2. Will the Commonwealth enforce the March 2008 COAG agreement with Victoria? As this cannot be enforced by law, will the Commonwealth seek alternative means including withholding payments under the $1 billion Foodbowl initiative?
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	320
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water - Irrigation
	Is it true that although the water market rules apply across all states they do not apply to government-owned entities or smaller entities such as joint water supplies and trusts? If so how what assurances can the government provide to irrigators within private irrigation corporations that they can operate on a level-playing field?
	Water Group
	3.1
	05/05/09

	321
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water – Efficiency 
	If the ACCC believe that higher termination fees are largely a function of  lower infrastructure efficiency and a disincentive to trade, why do the proposed rules only offer a period of time for adjustment and do not provide for ‘competitive neutrality’ where less efficient operators are encouraged to improve efficiency while more efficient operators are not unfairly treated?  
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	322
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water – Stimulus package
	1. In relation to the $900 million secured by Senator Nick Xenophon in the recent Stimulus Package for the MDB, who were the relevant stakeholder groups in QLD, NSW and VIC that were consulted about the impact of this funding before the legislation was passed in Parliament?

2. Professor Grafton of ANU has admitted that the accelerated buyback will have an impact on water prices.  What assessment has the Department undertaken of the impact of bringing forward $500 million expenditure, initially committed for purchasing water after 2012? 

3. With Victoria the only state with water trading barriers (10%), and South Australian irrigators having little water to trade due to their location at the end of the MDB System, it would seem that the accelerated buybacks ($500 million) will occur in NSW and QLD.  Has or does the Department plan on doing any analysis of the impact of this?

4. Why wasn't the removal of trade barriers in VIC considered when proposed major changes to the Stimulus Package (ie the bringing forward of $500 million for water buybacks) were put to Senator Xenophon?
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	323
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water – Food Security
	1. Given the current water buy back program what research or policy development has the department undertaken to ensure the buy back scheme will not impact on Australia’s food security?

2. Given that Australia has a responsibility to contribute to world food security has there been any thought given to the possibility that export or direct food aid programs may have to be reduced because of the water buy back program?

3. Increasingly food is becoming more expensive and in some countries production is falling.  In many respects shouldn’t we be developing a water policy that increases sustainable food production rather than establishing trading systems and buy backs?
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	324
	Written (17)
	Nash
	Water – Food Security
	1. A report prepared by the Public Health Association of Australia (A Future for Food: Addressing public health, Sustainability and Equity from Paddock to Plate Feb 2009) suggests that reduced water is one contribution to food becoming scarcer. Isn’t the buy back scheme essentially reducing water to growers and therefore reducing food production? 

2. In a report written by the World Bank 2008 (Agriculture for Development) it was raised that even with water scarcity and rising costs of large irrigation schemes there were many opportunities to enhance productivity by revamping existing schemes and expanding smaller schemes.  Isn’t the water buy back scheme basically moving away from world opinion?

3. Most of the current literature on food security seems to highlight the importance of empowering many smaller farmers as a means to ensuring supply. Yet the water buy back scheme seems to be centralising production into the hands of a few.  Would you agree with this?
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	325
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	MDB Visits
	1. What irrigation communities or environmental sites within the Murray-Darling Basin has Minister Wong visited since the October estimates?
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	326
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Rainwater tanks
	1. Is it the case that not a single rainwater tank or greywater system was funded and installed under the National Rainwater and Greywater Initiative between when it was funded in May 2008 and late January 2009, when Senator Wong reannounced the program?

2. With reference to Senator Wong’s media statement of 30 January 2009, in which she described the National Rainwater and Greywater Initiative as “a new Rudd Government program”:

· How and in what way was the program, formally announced in a media statement of 13 May 2008, new?

· Was it new because the Minister was only in January finally getting around to opening the program?
	Water Group
	3.1
	

	327
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Rainwater tanks for live-saving clubs
	1. Has the Government managed to deliver any of the promised grants of $10,000 to 300 surf clubs for water saving efforts?

2. How, many, where, when were they actually installed?  Please provide full details of expenditure.
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	328
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Water buy-backs
	With reference to the Government’s announcement that it will provide $61.6 million to buy out small block irrigators in the Murray Darling Basin;

1. Given this is a water buy-back, why is the project being funded from the Sustainable Rural Water Use and Infrastructure program?

2. Please provide full details of the funding allocations

3. What other water buy backs or licence purchases are being funded from the $5.8 billion fund that had been intended for water infrastructure?

4. Please provide details of the take up of the program.
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	329
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Water buy-backs
	1. How much has the Government actually spent in finalised water buy-backs?

2. Please outline the size of entitlements purchased this year and, in each case, detail the size of the allocation against those entitlements.

3. Similarly, please outline the size of entitlements purchased last year and, in each case, detail the size of the allocation against those entitlements.
	Water Group
	3.1
	05/05/09

	330
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Water buy backs
	1. Consequently, how many gigalitres of actual water savings (allocations against entitlements purchased) are taxpayers receiving per million dollars spent?  


2. Please proved a full list of settled purchases, with relevant dates, volumes, dollars and figures on both water entitlements and saved allocations against the entitlements.
	Water Group
	3.1
	08/05/09

	331
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Water buy backs
	1. Which small regional communities are at risk as a result of the water buybacks?

2. Will the Commonwealth be urging Victoria to lift its 4 per cent cap on how much water can be sold out of farming communities?

3. What impact have the Government’s water buy-backs had on the water market as well as the impact on the amount being paid for water?
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	332
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Water – Infrastructure
	1. How many major water infrastructure projects funded under the $5.8 billion allocation, first announced by the Coalition, have actually seen their works commence?  Please provide details of any works.

2. How much water has been saved through major water infrastructure carried out by this Government?  
	Water Group
	3.1
	05/05/09

	333
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Water - Infrastructure
	Please provide a listing of all water infrastructure projects being considered for funding by the government, including those cited by State Governments in the Memorandum of Understanding, Communiqué or other documents related to agreements on management of the Murray-Darling Basin.  Please detail the nature of each project, the estimated costs, estimated water savings, project proponents, regions or areas involved, the current status and the estimated timeframe for delivery.
	Water Group
	3.1
	05/05/09

	334
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Water – Infrastructure
	1. What value of water infrastructure projects have commenced due diligence processes in each of New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia and the ACT?  Please specify the projects.

2. What value of water infrastructure projects have completed due diligence processes in each of New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, South Australia and the ACT?  Please specify the projects.
	Water Group
	3.1
	05/05/09

	335
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Water – Warrego River
	What advice has the Minister received from the Queensland Government in relation to the new irrigation works on the Warrego River?  What independent assessments of these works has the Commonwealth undertaken?  What details is the Commonwealth aware of in relation to these works?  Specifically, what volumes of water are involved, where and under what licensing arrangements?
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	336
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Water Trading
	1. Please summarise the restrictions on water trading that continue to exist?

2. How many water purchases attempted by the Commonwealth have been impeded by restrictions on water trading to date?  Please detail by date, volume, price, region, restriction and other relevant data.
	Water Group
	3.1
	

	337
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Water – Stimulus package
	1. Please detail the changes to this current financial year and the forward estimates as a result of the agreement reached with Senator Xenophon on the fiscal stimulus package.  In particular, please detail the budgeted changes to expenditure in relation to water buybacks.

2. What risks to the success of the increased volume of water buybacks stemming from the agreement with Senator Xenophon does the Commonwealth see?  How does the Commonwealth plan to mitigate these risks, especially any posed by existing restrictions on water trading?
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	338
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Water – buybacks
	What research has the Government undertaken into the preferable annual rates of water buybacks?  Who has undertaken this research?  What have its findings been in terms of the maximum possible annual rates of buybacks, their impacts on the price and availability of water, their impacts on local communities, their impacts on environmental sites and other key factors?
	Water Group
	3.1
	

	339
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Water – Stimulus package
	What changes will there be to the estimated rate of expenditure this financial year and across the forward estimates stem from the agreement reached with Senator Xenophon on the fiscal stimulus package in relation to the National Urban Water and Desalination Plan?  Are the guidelines for this plan available?
	Water Group
	3.1
	

	340
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Water – Lower Lakes
	1. Does the Government totally rule out purchasing temporary water allocations for the Lower Lakes or other sites in need of environmental water flows?  If not, in what circumstances would the Government countenance purchasing temporary water allocations?

2. Does the Government agree with suggestions by Dr Jennie Fluin of the University of Adelaide that Lake Albert was an "ephemeral wetland" in the past rather than "a filled basin as Lake Alexandrina was"?  On what evidence does the Government draw this conclusion?  

3. How does this influence the Government's beliefs on how Lake Albert should be managed into the future?
	Water Group
	3.1
	05/05/09

	341
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Parliamentary Secretary Responsibilities
	What roles and responsibilities will be taken on by the newly appointed Parliamentary Secretary for Water?
	Water Group
	3.1
	06/05/09

	342
	Written (5)
	Birmingham
	Water savings projects
	1. What funding will be available for community groups and individuals who wish to undertake water saving projects?

2. When will this funding become available?

3. What will be the eligibility requirements for this funding?

4. Will there be a new program to assist schools who wish to apply for funding to help conserve water?
	WG
	2.1
	06/05/09
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