Fish size and possession limits
and closures

Size and possession limits for many fish and crab species found in
the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park have been put in place by the
Queensland Department of Employment, Economic Development
and Innovation, through Queensland Fisheries. A number of fish
species are protected, which
means they cannot be taken
without appropriate permits.

Some seasonal closures have
also been put in place to protect
fish species during times of
spawning. These closures
prohibit the take of specific
species during a particular time
of year.

For more information on fish size and possession
limits and any closures that may be in place, visit

www.deedi.qld.gov.au or phone 13 25 23.

You may also obtain this information at selected bait and tackle
shops or visit the Queensland Boating and Fisheries Patrol office at
Rosslyn Bay.

Community-based
monitoring

CagRRef

CapReef is a community-based monitoring program established in
2005 to collect data on the effects of management changes on the
Great Barrier Reef ecosystem.

The CapReef program focuses primarily on collecting data on fish and

fishers of the Capricorn Coast region in the broader context of the
Reef ecosystem.

Anyone interested in assisting, providing data or obtaining more
information can contact Infofish Services toll free on 1800 077 001 or
email: capreef@infofish.net

Places to visit in the
Capricorn Coast region

On the mainland Bluff Point, is part of the Capricorn Coast National
Park, and is a great place for a day visit. In the shade of the fig and
ironbark trees are push-button barbeques, tables and water taps.

A circuit walk offers great views.

Great Keppel Island has some of the best beaches of the Great
Barrier Reef and most have excellent snorkelling not far from the
shore.

Leeke's Homestead is an historical landmark in the Capricorn Coast
region. It was declared a sanctuary for native birds and animals in
1924. The Homestead has been partially restored for visitors.

The lighthouse, located on Great Keppel Island, is surrounded by a
number of walking tracks which vary in distance and difficulty.
Walking track maps are available on the island or from the Visitor
Information Centre in Yeppoon.

Most of the other islands are part of Keppel Bay Islands National
Park. Camping (with permits) is available on many of these islands.
The most popular islands are Humpy and North Keppel, each with
picnic tables, toilets and showers. Both provide easy access to
snorkeling and walking tracks.

Releasing fish to survive

Possession and size limits along with a growing trend of catch and
release are increasing the numbers of fish that are being released.

Fishers need to be aware of the best practices in releasing fish so
that the fish’s chance of survival is maximised.

Make sure you:
+ Use tackle that will land fish quickly

+ Use hooks that reduce gut hooking, as this is a major cause of
fish mortality

+ Support the fish at all times when using a fish grip.

When fish are bought to the surface from depths of around 20m or
more, look for signs of barotrauma (similar to the “bends” suffered by
divers). In these cases, you may need to vent the air in the fish’s
swim bladder or use a release weight. There are a number of ways
of venting fish and the most appropriate for a particular species
should be used.

A national program funded by the Fisheries Research and
Development Corporation has been established to promote best
practices in releasing fish.

More information on fish survival and best practices
for different fish species is available at

www.info-fish.net/releasefish

Responsible Anchoring Practices

Islands in the Keppel Bay region are surrounded by shallow fringing
reefs. The corals that make up these reefs are comprised mainly of
fragile branching and plate species which makes them unique but
also very vulnerable. Reefs within Keppel Bay have been affected by
both coral bleaching and flooding and are experiencing increased
levels of recreational boating activity.

Unfortunately, some reefs in Keppel Bay are showing signs of
increased coral breakage due to anchoring. Minimising anchor
damage improves reef resilience by helping to keep the reefs healthy
and strong so in the event of a disturbance or chronic pressure they
are able to recover effectively.

Boaties and fishermen can help to keep Keppel reefs healthy
and productive through a few simple but common sense rules:

+ Don’t anchor on corals

+ Carry a selection of anchors and use the one most appropriate
for the situation

+ Examine the area before anchoring to find the best location
+ Anchor in sand away from corals

+ Keep watch to make sure the anchor isn’t dragging

+ Do not motor in reverse to set an anchor

+ Motor slowly towards the anchor when hauling it in but do not
motor beyond the anchor

» Retrieve the anchor when the line is vertical

+ |f the anchor is caught on the reef, free it by hand wherever
possible

+ Do not force the anchor free by motoring forward

Photo courtesy of John Olds QPWS

Boating and navigational hazards in
the Capricorn Coast waters

As in most parts of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park, the waters of the
Capricorn Coast region contain areas that may be hazardous to people
when boating. Always take care when travelling through the waters of
the Marine Park and keep to a safe boating speed.

Diving and snorkelling in the
Capricorn Coast region

There are many great spots in the waters of the Capricorn
Coast region to snorkel and dive including pockets of fringing
reefs around the Keppel islands.

Further offshore is the Capricorn Bunker Group of coral reefs
and shoals, which is famous for its magnificent diving,
snorkelling and fishing.

When diving or snorkelling on the
Great Barrier Reef, please ensure
you:

+ Do not rest or stand on coral

+ Avoid touching anything with
your fins

+ Secure diving equipment to
your body

+ Ensure high visibility
+ Avoid areas or times with
strong currents.

Looking after our Great Barrier Reef

The Great Barrier Reef is one of the most beautiful, diverse and
complex ecosystems in the world with:

« More than 2900 reefs
+ About 1500 species of fish

+ Many unique and threatened animals like whales, dugong and
turtles.

To help keep the Great Barrier Reef healthy for generations to
come, we all need to “do our bit to look after it!”

A

Please do your bit to look after it!

+ Keep sinks, drains and gutters free of chemicals and rubbish,
as what goes into drains, creeks and rivers may end up in the
ocean.

« Put all litter in the bin and recycle to keep waterways clear and
free of litter.

+ When fishing, return all undersized or unwanted fish to the
water carefully and quickly.

+ Anchor in sand or mud away from corals.

+ Stay alert for marine animals and do not touch, handle, poke,
prod or chase them.
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Planning your trip

Before visiting the waters of the Capricorn Coast region you should
always remember to:

+ Check the zoning map for the
area you are visiting to find out
what activities are allowed in
this area

+ Check the fish size and
possession limits and take
them with you if you are
planning to fish

* Ensure you have the correct
safety equipment on board
your boat

* Check the weather forecasts
by phoning 1300 360 426 or
visiting www.bom.gov.au

Volunteer Coast Guards monitor Capricorn Coast waters during the
day and operate from Rosslyn Bay Harbour or Keppel Sands. You
can drop in trip sheets or radio trip details on VHF channels 21

or 22.

BOM Weather Forecasts announced on:
VHF channel 21 @ 07:20, 10:10, 12:10 & 17:05
VHF channel 82 @ 06:40, 11:40, & 16:40

Camping

The Capricorn Coast region is home to a diverse range of camping
grounds, as shown on the map overleaf. When camping on a
National Park island of the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area
you must obtain a camping permit from the Queensland Parks and
Wildlife Service before visiting the island. You can book online at
www.qgld.gov.au/camping or by phoning 13 13 04. Remember to
follow best environmental practices when visiting these areas.
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More information

Capricorn Coast Local Marine Advisory Committee
Phone: (07) 4921 4055
Email: southern.region@gbrmpa.gov.au

Sunfish Queensland

Phone: (07) 3882 4518

Email: sunfish.judylynne@iprimus.com.au
Website: www.sunfishgld.com.au

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority
Phone: (07) 4750 0700

Email: info@gbrmpa.gov.au

Website: www.gbrmpa.gov.au

Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service

Department of Environment and Resource Management
Phone 1300 130 372

Website: www.derm.qgld.gov.au

Queensland Boating and Fisheries Patrol

Department of Employment , Economic Development and Innovation
Phone: (07) 4933 6404

Website: www.deedi.qld.gov.au

> Capricorn Coast Tourist Organisation
{ Phone (07) 4933 6404
Email: yeppoon@capricorntourism.com.au
Website: www.capricornholidays.com.au

Australian Volunteer Marine Coastguard, Yeppoon

& Keppel Sands

Phone: (07) 4933 6600 or (07) 4934 4906

Emergency Numbers: (07) 4934 4942 or (07) 4935-4080
Web: www.coastguard.com.au

To report sick, injured or dead marine animals contact
the Hotline on

1300 130 372

‘19Jem ay)
10 100 ale Aoy} se Buoj se ‘payoene ||is ooy e Ujm siapjoy pol Ul
10 1e0q 8y} pieoq ui Jeab Buiusly JnoA mojs Aew nok ‘seuoz usals) u

"9U0Z UDaIS) 8} apISno woyj Jybne usaq
Sey Jey} Jeaq JnoA uo ysij Yim suoz usals) e ybnoiy) [eres Aew
NOA "8UO0Z U8ai9) B Ul 81e9 UM JOYdUe pue Jsuel) ues Apoghisng

"pamojje jou si Bulysi Ing
‘auo7 ussls) e Ul pamoj|e ale bujjayious pue Buiaip ‘Buneoq elsuss

£9U0Z Ud3I5) B Ul Op | Ued Jeyp

"801J10 80INIBS BJlPIA pue

S}IBd puB|Susany) [B20| U JO SI9|pUBYD JB0q ‘sanjuad |euoijebireu
‘sdoys s)yoe} pue jieq woij sdew Buiuoz (4| dew) aucjspels sy

Jo (9} dew) pjauAg ayj utejqo ‘uoneuwoul Buiuoz pajielsp aloul Jo4

*Bujysyy aul| payiLul Joj Mojje Ssuoz

MOJ[BA B|IyM ‘sauoz usais) ul pangiyosd si Buiysid ‘uoibal jse0n
ui0oudeq) sy} Ul sauoz (Moj|aA) Hied UOIBAISSUOD) pue (Usal9)) |

sed [euonen aulely 8y syidep ainyaolq siu} spisul deuw au |

'sapiaoe Bunoijuod Ajienusiod

ojeledas 0} pue JUSLUUOIIAUS Sullew 8y} J09)0id 0} Ulog SUONEDO|
UIyMm Ul In220 LRO SallIAOe Jeym suyep suejd Buluoz ‘y00z
Anp | uo paBueyo yied suley| Joay Jaluegq jeals sy ul Buiuoz

}led auLiep
jJoay Jalueg jeals ay} ui buiysi4

)

Boating and
fishing in the
waters of the
Capricorn Coast

New No Anchoring Areas

Reef Protection Markers are white pyramid shaped buoys. They create
No Anchoring Areas that protect reefs against anchor damage.
Reef Protection Markers have been installed at:

+ Barren Island (north-western side)

*+ Great Keppel Island (Big Peninsula and

Monkey Beach Reef)

* Humpy Island (west of campground).
Anchoring is not allowed inshore of the line of buoys.
Reef Protection Markers must not be used to
moor vessels.

For further information go to www.gbrmpa.gov.au/keppelbay

il An initiative of the Capricorn Coast
Local Marine Advisory Committee

Cap Coast LMAC
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