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Senator Heffernan, Bill asked:
…
Ms O'Connell: No, we are not ending it. It is doing its job. It is the secretariat support of the cycling council. It
has been funded and is funded at present.
Senator STERLE: How many are employed in the secretariat?
Ms O'Connell: It is a very small secretariat. I think that it is one person.
Senator STERLE: What do they do?
Mr Mrdak: Essentially they convene meetings of the cycling council and also the various industry groups and
stakeholders involved. They produce research papers and undertake analysis of the implementation of the
strategy. Effectively, they do assessments of the achievement of the strategy targets, which are then published in
the annual report that goes to transport ministers. The secretariat is hosted in the Austroads organisation, which
is an organisation of all of the jurisdictions. The Commonwealth provides funding support.
Senator STERLE: If the funding ceases, and it will cease by the end of 2016, who will pick up that role?
Mr Mrdak: As I have indicated to you, the government is yet to take decisions on further funding beyond the
current funding agreement. So you cannot presume that funding will cease.
CHAIR: Are we talking about one person?
Mr Mrdak: That is the order of support we provide, yes.
CHAIR: On what sort of pay?
Ms O'Connell: I do not have that sort of information.
CHAIR: Can you take that on notice?
Ms O'Connell: Certainly.

Answer:
The Australian Bicycle Council (the Council) was established in 1999 and consists of representatives from all
three levels of government, non-government cycling organisations and the bicycle industry. The Department of
Infrastructure and Regional Development, the Department of Health and the Department of the Environment are
members of the Council.
In addition to overseeing and coordinating the implementation of the Australian National Cycling Strategy, the
Council also provides a forum for information sharing between stakeholders and maintains resources to promote
cycling in Australia.
The Australian Government has funded Austroads to provide the secretariat for the Council since 2008, and has
committed funding of up to $166,000 in 2015-16 and $86,000 in 2016-17. This funding covers the salary of the
one full time Executive Officer employed by Austroads to provide secretariat services for the Council, as well as
other costs associated with the implementation of the Australian National Cycling Strategy.
The Department does not have specific details on the salaries of Austroads’ employees.
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Senator Waters, Larissa asked:
…
Senator WATERS: In relation to the pipeline, obviously, I am sure people will be clamouring to get on that
short list on the long list if they are not already. Can you tell me whether you have been approached by any
particular companies with a view to them expressing interest in participating in that pipeline process?
Ms O'Connell: Not as yet. It is too early days.
Senator WATERS: Could you take on notice to double-check that that is the case? I will ask you again next
time—
Mr Mrdak: Certainly.
Senator WATERS: who is seeking your views.

Answer:
The Department is not aware of any approaches made by particular companies.
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Senator Bullock, Joe asked:
...
Senator BULLOCK: Just going back to the chairman's comments, given the focus on backlogs and
maintenance of what is already there, how does the $5 billion concessional infrastructure loan facility expand
the capacity of the North, rather than just plugging the leaks?
Ms O'Connell: I think that is more for us. The $5 billion loan facility is an opportunity to potentially have
funded some of those projects that have been identified in the audit and would be reflected in the plan.
…
Mr Alchin: Roads: the Landsborough Highway between Barcaldine and Cloncurry. North-south links:
Kununurra to Wyndham on the Northern Highway.
Senator Cash: Chair, for the benefit of the record, we will table the list of these projects so they are also on the
Hansard record.
…

Answer:
Infrastructure Australia’s northern Australia infrastructure audit report, Infrastructure for a Developing North,
sets out potential infrastructure requirements in northern Australia including as listed in the table (commencing
at page 28 of the report), entitled ‘Table ES 2: Potential infrastructure requirements’, which is extracted and
provided at Attachment A to this response.

Attachment A – List of potential infrastructure requirements extracted from IA northern Australia infrastructure
audit report.

Attachment A
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Senator McLucas, Jan asked:
Senator McLUCAS: I have some questions about the Office of Northern Australia. Can I have the current
budget of the office, please?
Mr Collett: For the current year, the departmental budget for the office is $1.6 million.
Senator McLUCAS: And how does that change from last year?
Mr Collett: I have not done a comparison with the previous year. I can come back to you on notice with that or
I can get someone to get us the answer shortly.
Senator McLUCAS: That would be great. But you must have a bit of a feel for how it has changed.
Mr Mrdak: Recognise that 2013-14 was the year in which we had the machinery of government change. We
will get you that information. The structure of the office has changed.
CHAIR: Do you want to know how much you lost when the government changed? I will tell you. It is $12
million. They took it out of the office.
Mr Collett: The other issue is that there are expenses associated with the secondment of officers to the
taskforce in the Prime Minister's department. So actually calculating how much those costs are out of officers
from the Office of Northern Australia or our department more broadly does introduce some complexity. But I
am happy to take it on notice. If we can get you that answer this evening before we conclude, we will do that.
Ms O'Connell: Our office is within our portfolio, the Office of Northern Australia. The northern Australia
taskforce sits in Prime Minister and Cabinet.
Senator McLUCAS: A number of officers from the Office of Northern Australia have been seconded to the
taskforce. My recollection is that it is two. Is that right?
Mr Collett: There are three from the Office of Northern Australia and four from the department in total at the
moment. There were as many as seven at different points during the taskforce's duration.
Senator McLUCAS: If you could provide, Mr Collett, the committee an explanation of how much the budget
for the office last year was, what it looks like now and then an explanation of what has happened, that would be
useful.
Mr Collett: Certainly, Senator.

Answer:
The Office of Northern Australia’s departmental budget for the part-year following the Machinery of
Government changes (September 2013 – June 2014) was $0.9 million.
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Senator McLucas, Jan asked:
…
Mr Collett: There is a small amount of follow-up work. The vast majority of our work at the moment is
supporting the white paper process.
Senator McLUCAS: What role did the office play in the development of the policy that has resulted in the
northern Australia infrastructure facility?
Mr Collett: You mean the concessional loan facility?
Senator McLUCAS: Yes.
Mr Collett: We played a coordination role in terms of discussions between our staff in the department from
infrastructure investment division with expertise in a variety of areas who needed to provide input into those
considerations. So we played a coordination role in terms of their discussions with the Department of Prime
Minister and Cabinet and with the Treasury.
Senator McLUCAS: The coordination of meetings between different parts?
Mr Collett: Yes.
Senator McLUCAS: Identifying the right person, and stuff like that?
Mr Collett: Yes.
Senator McLUCAS: When did that work start?
Mr Collett: I would have to take that on notice.
Senator McLUCAS: That would be helpful.
…

Answer:
The Office of Northern Australia commenced its coordination role in the development of the Northern Australia
Infrastructure Facility in February 2015.
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Senator Rice, Janet asked:
Senator RICE: No. Not policy and research. I have several questions about the planning analysis branch. How
many professional full-time staff are currently employed in the planning analysis branch?
Ms Power: In the planning analysis branch in 2014-15 there are 13.5 full time FTE.
Senator RICE: And how many of these staff have been employed for less than 12 months in the branch?
Mr Collett: I would have to take that on notice.
Senator RICE: Also, how many staff did you make redundant or give reason to depart from the planning
analysis branch in the last 12 months and why?
Mr Collett: I am trying to think of the last 12 months. I would have to take that on notice to get you exact
figures in terms of departures. I am happy to come back to you with some detail in terms of the number of staff
who have departed the branch and how many might have been added.
Senator RICE: How many departed and how many were made redundant, with the reasons they were made
redundant.
Ms O'Connell: I do not think there were any redundant or made to leave. I think—
Ms Power: There have been movements of staff to other parts of the organisation. Staff have taken other jobs.
There have not been any staff who have been made redundant.
Mr Collett: We do have a small office in Sydney which, in terms of change priorities, we did close. There were
some staff relocations and I think maybe a small number of redundancies. I am happy to take that on notice. We
will come back to you with full details.
Senator RICE: If you could, that would be great. How many staff have you temporarily employed or had on
secondment in the last 12 months in order to complete the workload?
Ms O'Connell: This is people seconded in as opposed to seconded out?
Senator RICE: Yes.
Mr Collett: Again, Senator, I am happy to take that on notice. I do not think we have had very many secondees
or temporary people. I think where we have had some small amount of turnover of staff, we have replaced them
with permanent employees. But I will come back to you with detail on that.
CHAIR: Are these the same questions that were asked over here?
Mr Collett: No. This is a different area that I also manage.
Senator RICE: This is another one which you probably will also need to take on notice. I am interested in how
much money you have spent in total on purchasing data, commissioning work and employing temporary staff on
the State of Australian cities 2014 report.
Mr Collett: Certainly. We are happy to come back to you with some detail on that.

Answers:
Four people have been employed for less than 12 months in the Planning Analysis Branch (PAB). Since
1 July 2014, one PAB officer has moved to another role in the Department and had their position filled
internally with an ongoing staff member. PAB also added one officer following the completion of the
Department’s 2014 Graduate Program. Two further non-ongoing staff have been added to the Branch since
1 July 2014, both placed from elsewhere in the Department.
Due to the closure of a small Sydney office in mid-2014, two staff members based in that office were offered an
opportunity to relocate to Canberra. Both chose to pursue other opportunities and left the Department.
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A total of $145,891 was spent on data, commissioned work or temporary staff for the State of Australian Cities
2014 report, including costs associated with the Branch employing two contract staff for approximately nine
weeks from August 2014 to October 2014.
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Senator Rice, Janet asked:
Senator RICE: I want to move on. I am interested in the status of a document in the planning analysis branch
section of the website. Is the ministerial statement on walking, riding and access to public transport a current
document?
Mr Collett: I would need to check that. I think that is in an archived area or a historic document section of the
website. I would need to check that. That document was released under the previous government. It was a
ministerial statement by then minister Albanese.
Senator RICE: That is right. I have been looking at your website, which I have here now. It is under the section
'Active transport: walking and cycling'. It is certainly there under that section and under 'Background/archive'.
What is its status, then, as a document that is on your website? Is it something that the government is still
implementing?
Mr Collett: I do not think it is something that the current government has formed a view on. I think it is there as
an archived document released by the minister under the previous government.
…

Answer:
The Ministerial Statement on Walking, Riding and Access to Public Transport: Supporting Active Travel in
Australian Communities (the Statement) was released by the previous government in July 2013. The then
Minister for Infrastructure and Transport, the Hon Anthony Albanese MP, was responsible for releasing the
document.
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Senator Rice, Janet asked:
…
Senator RICE: What specifically is the government doing to support the implementation of the national cycling
strategy?
Ms O'Connell: I will finish your question. I think that first recommendation went to planning. Cycling and
walking are considered now in the new national transport system management guidelines that were recently
released. You were asking about the bicycling strategy. I will ask Mr Collett to comment.
Mr Collett: There is a significant amount of work in different parts of the department that is now taking account
of cycling and walking needs in a way that we have not in the past. There is cost-benefit analysis work and work
to make sure that wider economic benefits are understood in a number of assessments of infrastructure projects.
We now take account of those things in a much greater way than we did previously. As Ms O'Connell has
pointed out, system management guidelines now take account of cycling and walking more than they have in the
past. So a number of different programs within the department focus on a variety of those issues. Clearly, in
terms of the Commonwealth's responsibilities—and other parts of the organisation could speak with more
authority—safety for people who are cycling and walking is very much at the forefront in considerations of
vulnerable road users when it comes to road safety.
Senator RICE: But how specifically?
Mr Collett: I would need to consult with our surface transport policy division people and come back to you
with the full details. I am quite—
Senator RICE: If you could give me a list of initiatives.
…

Answer:
The Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development supports the National Cycling Strategy 2011-16
through funding Austroads to provide the secretariat for the Australian Bicycle Council. The Department, as
well as the Department of the Environment and the Department of Health, are members of the council.
The Department’s Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Economics undertakes research and
publishes information on road safety matters, including in relation to vulnerable road users.
Whilst the designing, building and funding of cycling infrastructure is primarily a matter for State, territory and
local governments, the Government is investing in infrastructure to create better environments for mixed traffic,
including cyclists.
The National Guidelines for Transport System Management provide a framework for government departments
and agencies, private firms, individuals, industry bodies and consultants in planning, assessing and developing
transport systems and related initiatives. The current process to update the National Guidelines includes
consideration of cycling.
The Government also works with the states and territories to implement the National Road Safety Strategy.
The Department led the development of the Strategy’s current three-year Action Plan (2015–2017), comprising
19 specific road safety actions that were agreed by the Transport and Infrastructure Council in November 2014.
These include several actions with particular relevance to the safety needs of cyclists and other vulnerable road
users:
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Action 1: Prioritise and treat high-risk rural and urban roads, focusing on the main crash types and
vulnerable road users.
Action 9: Promote the market uptake of new vehicle technologies with high safety potential.
Action 13: Expand the application of lower speed limits in areas with high pedestrian and cyclist usage.
Action 17: Implement and promote a range of Safe System demonstration projects in urban settings, with a
focus on the safety of vulnerable road users.
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Senator Bullock, Joe asked:
…
Senator BULLOCK: Are you aware that last year an $11,000 contract was signed between the department and
New Millennium Print Pty Ltd for the State of Australian cities report to be published on 15 December last
year?
Mr Collett: I am aware that we entered into some contractual arrangements with regard to printing. I would
need to tread with some caution because, as I noted earlier, we did produce a yearbook publication in December
last year and it was intended that it contain much of the data that State of Australian cities has previously. I will
just note that we did indeed publish that in December. That is a note of caution. Yes, I am conscious that at that
stage we had hoped to also have the State of Australian cities out in that sort of timeframe. We were certainly
speaking to people about printing costs and printing services at that stage.
Senator BULLOCK: I want to ask you not so much about what might have been published but what was
printed. Do you know whether the report was printed?
Mr Collett: Sorry, the 2014-15 publication that I mentioned earlier was—
Senator BULLOCK: No. The one that New Millennium was contracted to do in December last year. The 2014
report. Do you know that it was published but printed?
Mr Collett: I would need to take that on notice and come back to you.
Senator STERLE: Why?
Mr Collett: Because, as I flagged earlier, of the timing of the yearbook and earlier drafts of a potential SOAC
2014 and then 2014-15. I just need to make sure that I did not mislead the senator in terms of either the
yearbook publication or otherwise.
Senator STERLE: So how promptly are you able to tell us?
Mr Collett: If I can get an answer for you before we conclude tonight, I am happy to do that.
Senator BULLOCK: You raise a good question because I have some follow-up questions on that. If there is
somebody loitering behind you now who could get an answer to that, it would be handy.
Mr Mrdak: We will check.
Senator BULLOCK: I will ask some questions about something else. Then, if you check that, we can come
back to it. Just put that aside for a while…
…
Mr Mrdak: I will come back to your earlier question. You asked about the contract that we put in place—
Senator BULLOCK: You want to go back there, yes.
Mr Mrdak: I am advised that, as Mr Collett indicated, we contracted for the publication of the Progress in
Australian regions yearbook late last year. We also contracted for the publication of the 2014 State of Australian
cities.
Senator BULLOCK: Thought you did.
Mr Mrdak: While I am getting the final price, that was the contract amount, but it was not the final spend. I
will get that for you on notice. We did print copies of the report in December. The government subsequently
took a decision to hold the release of that report until such time as the companion regional publication is
complete and available. We are taking the opportunity, while that work is undertaken, to also update that
publication. We will reprint that document.
Senator BULLOCK: As a 2014-15 edition?
Mr Mrdak: That is right.
Senator BULLOCK: This is exactly what I thought happened. That is why I raised the distinction between
printing and published. I knew it never hit the news stands. It was just a question of whether it was printed.
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Mr Mrdak: We did print a number of copies at that time. The intention at that stage was that given the
Progress in Australian regions yearbook, as Mr Collett indicated, would have much of the data underpinning
the State of Australian cities and that State of Australian cities would be released at that time, the government
subsequently decided to release the yearbook and to hold the State of Australian cities until the regional
publication was available. We hope to do that very shortly.
Senator BULLOCK: Got it first time, Mr Mrdak. The minister's office told you to hold off on releasing that
printed report?
Mr Mrdak: We were asked to hold that until such time as the two companion publications were available.
Senator BULLOCK: If I did not get it the first time, I got it the second time. Who from the minister's office
contacted the department to tell you to hold off?
Mr Mrdak: I would have to take that on notice.
Senator BULLOCK: Thank you.
Mr Mrdak: My understanding is that we briefed the minister in relation to this matter.
Senator BULLOCK: So it may have been the minister himself?
Mr Mrdak: I will take that on notice. We briefed the minister. We only ever brief the minister for decisions.
…
…
Senator BULLOCK: If you do have to reprint them, what do you estimate the cost would be?
Mr Mrdak: I will get you the printing cost. As I said, what appeared in the tender document was the upper
bound of the contract price. It was not the final price, because that is being driven by volume. I will get you that
price.

Answers:
The cost of any subsequent printing of any of the Progress in Australia’s Regions suite of publications will
depend on the final amount of copies to be printed.
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Senator Bullock, Joe asked:
Senator BULLOCK: In response to questions about the high speed rail at the February additional estimates,
the department said that the jurisdictions of Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria and ACT would, and I
quote:
…work bilaterally with the Commonwealth to progress the identification, preservation and protection of a
corridor for the potential east-coast high speed rail network.
That is what was said in February. Has there been a meeting of the senior officials group since July 2014?
Mr Collett: We do have a meeting of that officials group planned, but we have been meeting at a lower level
between officials since that time.
Senator BULLOCK: But at a senior level there has been no meeting?
Ms O'Connell: There is one scheduled for July, Senator.
Senator BULLOCK: They can have an anniversary party if the last meeting was in July last year.
Ms O'Connell: As the answer to the question on notice stated, following the previous meeting of all officials
from all the relevant jurisdictions, we agreed to work bilaterally—so between James's area and the individual
states—to undertake that work. We are all reconvening in July. So work has progressed in the meantime but
bilaterally.
Senator BULLOCK: What bilateral discussions have taken place since March this year?
Mr Collett: I would need to come back to you on notice with the exact number. But there has been a significant
number of conversations with each of the jurisdictions one on one.
Senator BULLOCK: Pleased to hear it…

Answer:
Between 1 March 2015 and 30 June 2015 the Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development has
conducted three bilateral meetings which have addressed matters relating to High Speed Rail. In addition, over
ten informal communications on these matters have occurred with jurisdictions during this time period.
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Senator Bullock, Joe asked:
Senator BULLOCK: I have only one last little question about city planners. How many people in the
department have town or city planning qualifications as a required or desirable qualification for their role?
Mr Mrdak: I would have to take that on notice.

Answer:
The Department has planning focused roles in Planning Analysis Branch, Aviation and Airports Branch,
Infrastructure Investment Division and the Western Sydney Unit. The Department’s human resources systems
do not capture and hold information in a way that would allow for an accurate response. However, the
Department has been actively recruiting planners and has engaged 10 planners through the Department’s
Graduate recruitment program since 2011. In addition, there are currently six Departmental employees
undertaking studies related to ‘urban and regional planning’ or ‘master of planning’ with assistance from the
Department.
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Senator Sterle, Glenn asked:
I refer to your earlier evidence where you indicated you were tasked with making $60M in savings to industry.
Do you recall that evidence from past Estimates?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Is that still the relevant figure?
Has this Budget added to that target?
If yes, please detail what the additional requirement from this Budget.
Can you indicate how the Department has progressed on making the savings – you have done this at
previous Estimates?
5. If incomplete – what remains to be done?
6. I think you said earlier that CASA and AMSA would each find $12 million in savings? Have they
achieved that?

Answer:
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

No. While new targets for 2015 have been allocated, the Government has chosen not to release a
portfolio/department by portfolio/department breakdown of targets.
No.
N/A.
As at 13 March 2015, the portfolio has achieved regulatory savings of $1.753 million. The current
reporting period (2015 Quarter 2) has not run its full course and ends on 30 June 2015. The 2015
portfolio reporting includes 21 measures. Of these changes one provided regulatory savings; 19 were
cost neutral; and one incurred regulatory costs.
The portfolio has identified a number of regulatory reforms for 2015 which will be used to reduce the
compliance burden on industry and the community.
Yes. In 2014 CASA and AMSA, as part of the portfolio, contributed to the 2015 portfolio target which
resulted in the Government’s achievement of more than $2.1 billion in net savings. As at
18 March 2015 the Government has announced $2.45 billion in net savings.
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Senator Sterle, Glenn asked:
In 2011, the Australian Government and all state and territory governments signed the National Road Safety
Strategy 2011-2020 target to reduce road fatalities by 30 per cent by 2020. Statistics for all users have dropped
except those for vulnerable road users. Instead of a drop, cyclist deaths have been 50% above the baseline set in
2011.
1.
2.

3.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Has the Government considered using some of the $50 billion of transport infrastructure funding for
building safer paths and walkways? If not, why not?
With the death rate for cyclists already 50% above the baseline set in the NRSS 2011-2020, which
called for a 30% reduction by 2020, has the Government asked states/territories to use more of the
$50bn handed out to them to build safer roads?
With Australia facing a looming crisis for our health system with chronic disease, named by the
Australian institute of Health and Welfare as Australia’s greatest health challenge, does the
Government support the concept of encouraging more people to take healthier transport options?
Is the Government aware that one of the national bodies with representation from all states looking at
making active transport safer for all Australians is under active consideration for abolition?
Does the Government support the principle of encouraging states to consider all modes of transport
when allocating the $50bn of infrastructure funding to their projects?
Does the Government believe that our children should be supported and encouraged to develop healthy
transport habits early in life, through measures to support safe walking and cycling routes to schools?
Does the Government believe that provision of appropriate infrastructure is one of the best ways to
reverse the current sharp increase in road deaths of vulnerable road users?
Does the Government support making our communities safer and ensuring that federal funding is used
responsibly/where appropriate to provide infrastructure so that our young and aged Australians can
walk, bike and use mobility scooters on safe paths in safety (away from the main roads)?

Answer:
1.

While the provision of active transport infrastructure is primarily a matter for State, territory and local
governments, the Australian Government does fund the construction of new cycling and pedestrian
infrastructure through a number of mechanisms. Projects funded under the $50 billion Infrastructure
Investment Programme include, where relevant, the building of new cycling and pedestrian
infrastructure as part of the overall project.
Recent examples of road projects funded under the Infrastructure Investment Programme – that include
cycle paths or provision for on-road cycling – are:
Gateway WA (WA);
Great Eastern Highway – Kooyong Road to Tonkin Highway upgrade (WA);
Northern Expressway – Darlington (SA);
Torrens Road to River Torrens project (SA);
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2.

Ipswich Motorway – Dinmore to Goodna (Qld);
Pacific Motorway – Springwood South to Daisy Hill projects (Qld); and
Majura Parkway (ACT).

While the inclusion of active transport infrastructure is not a specific requirement for federal funding,
the Government normally expects active transport needs will be considered by the relevant State or
territory road authority in the scoping and development of new projects.
The $50 billion Infrastructure Investment Programme includes projects targeted to improve road safety,
including those under the Black Spot and the Roads to Recovery Programmes.

3.

The Government recognises the need to actively support and encourage all Australians to adopt and
maintain behaviours that will promote a physically active lifestyle, including through active
transport. Across other portfolios, the Australian Government is supporting people to be active through
policies, measures and investments in the areas of education, health, and environment.

4.

The Australian Bicycle Council (the ABC) was established in 1999 to implement the Australian
National Cycling Strategy and consists of representatives from all three levels of government,
non-government cycling organisations and the bicycle industry. The Department of Infrastructure and
Regional Development, the Department of Health and the Department of the Environment are members
of the ABC.
The Government has funded Austroads to provide the secretariat for the ABC since 2008, and has
committed funding of up to $166,000 in 2015-16 and $86,000 in 2016-17.
No decision on the future of the ABC following the finalisation of committed funds has been made at
this time.

5.

Refer to the answer to question 2.

6.

Refer to the answer to question 3.

7.

The Australian Government strongly supports safe road environments for all road users, including
vulnerable road users. This is reflected in the National Road Safety Strategy 2011–2020, which aims to
reduce serious road casualties by at least 30 percent by 2020. The Strategy’s 2015-2017 Action Plan
includes a number of outcomes that will improve safety for cyclists and other vulnerable road users,
including through prioritising and treating high-risk roads focusing on vulnerable road users (Action 1)
and expanding the application of lower speed limits in areas with high cyclist usage (Action 13).
The Australian Government supports overarching actions designed to improve the whole road system
by building safer infrastructure and improving driver behaviour through better community information
about driver behaviour and safety for all road users, including cyclists and pedestrians. The
improvement of infrastructure is clearly one of the key ways to create a safer environment for mixed
traffic.
The responsible and appropriate use of federal funds remains a key consideration of all funding
decisions.

8.

Refer to the answer to question 7.
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Senator Sterle, Glenn asked:
An IPA publication says this of some recent comments you made: “In respect of road pricing reform, Mr
Mrdak announced that the Department has joined Transurban's scheme and technology trial, announced by
Scott Charlton in his Annual Infrastructure Oration address to IPA's members; and was optimistic that the issue
will advance through ongoing trials and policy considerations”.
What is the Department’s role in these trials, and why are you optimistic?
You were also quoted as: “The secretary was also positive about the deepening public discussion about
appropriate levels and uses of public sector debt, and the growing focus on using the Commonwealth's
relatively stronger budget position to drive nationally consistent reforms to benefit infrastructure and
productivity”.
Can you elaborate?

Answer:
Following the announcement of Transurban’s road pricing trial, the Department met with Transurban to discuss
the proposed project. The Department does not have a direct role in the delivery of this work, however, it will
stay engaged with Transurban and industry on the trial’s outcomes as the project progresses.
The Department is optimistic about the Transurban trial insofar as it will help to positively inform the public
policy debate around securing sustainable revenue models for infrastructure investment, by providing real world
experience on road pricing scenarios and changes in user behaviour that result from these pricing scenarios.
The Department notes that while it is keen to collaborate with Transurban as it designs its trials, it is similarly
interested in trials and research on these matters conducted by others that may also help to advance the
community debate on securing sustainable revenue models for infrastructure investment.
In regards to the second question, this quote is not attributable to Secretary Mike Mrdak and the Department is
unable to verify the source of this quote. However, in his speech to Infrastructure Partnerships Australia on
20 May 2015 about the outcomes of the 2015 Budget, Secretary Mrdak noted that investment in infrastructure
must also be supported by having the right policies in place. Through his speech, Secretary Mrdak highlighted
four key policy reform areas:
•
•
•
•

ensuring that planning and project selection processes are consistent and evidence-based;
seeking to achieve better value for money, control costs and ensure that governments are delivering
value for taxpayers’ money, including through benchmarking project and cost outcomes;
encouraging private sector investment so as to better leverage Government spending and provide more
infrastructure at a lower cost to the taxpayer; and
further examining funding options for public infrastructure, including considering wider use of pricing
in land transport markets as both an investment signal and to support funding future investments.
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Senator McLucas, Jan asked:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

13.
14.
15.

Which agency initiated the development of the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility?
Which agencies are involved in the further development of the Northern Australia Infrastructure
Facility?
What is the role of DIRD in the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility?
What is the role of Austrade in the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility?
What is the role of PM&C in the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility?
What is the role of IA in the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility?
What is the role of Treasury in the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility?
What is the role of Finance in the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility?
What is the role of the Northern Australian Alliance in the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility?
What is the role of state and the territory government in the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility?
What are the benefits of a concessional loan facility?
What analysis has been done on the need for low cost finance in Northern Australia?
a. Who conducted this analysis?
b. When was it conducted?
What cost benefit analysis will be conducted before a loan is supported?
What will the maximum term of the loans be?
What will be the minimum and maximum amounts of the loan?

Answer:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

This is a question for the Treasury, noting that the Department of Infrastructure and Regional
Development did not initiate the development of the Northern Australia Infrastructure Facility.
This is a question for the Treasury.
The role of the Department of Infrastructure and Regional Development (DIRD) in the Northern
Australia Infrastructure Facility is currently being finalised in consultation with the Treasury.
This is a question for the Australian Trade Commission (Austrade) and the Treasury.
This is a question for the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet (PM&C) and the Treasury.
This is a question for Infrastructure Australia (IA) and the Treasury.
This is a question for the Treasury.
This is a question for the Department of Finance (Finance) and the Treasury.
This is a question for the Treasury.
This is a question for the Treasury.
This is a question for the Treasury.
This is a question for the Treasury.
This is a question for the Treasury.
This is a question for the Treasury.
This is a question for the Treasury.

