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Senator CAMERON asked:   
 
Senator Colbeck: I just want to clarify. That is in relation to the issues we have just been talking 
about, so the farm household support and the changes to Hansard?  

Senator CAMERON: No, it is in relation to the issue of Dr Grimes in terms of Dr Grimes's 
resignation—or termination; whatever it—  

Senator Colbeck: That is different. The reason I asked the question is that that is different to 
the interpretation—to your previous question.  

Senator CAMERON: I am asking for any correspondence in relation to—and it flows, partly, 
from the farm household issue, because as I understand it Dr Grimes said there were a number 
of issues, but this was one of them. So I am after any correspondence between Dr Grimes and 
the minister's office, Dr Grimes and the PMO, and Dr Grimes and any other government 
department, on this issue. I want to widen it out on this. If there is any correspondence there, I 
would like to see it. This is an important issue. We have lost two secretaries of this department 
in short order. Dr Grimes was a very highly respected public servant. He has lost his job, and I 
reckon it is important for us to continue to understand why a respected public servant like Dr 
Grimes lost his job.  

CHAIR: Would that correspondence also include or be eligible to include any correspondence 
that Dr Grimes may have written to the minister and then later have withdrawn?  

Mr Glyde: I do not know.  

Senator CAMERON: If there was a letter going to the minister, there would be a record of that 
correspondence. Whether it is withdrawn or not, it would be on the public record and available 
to the estimates committee.  

CHAIR: Which is a very interesting—  

Senator CAMERON: That is my interpretation of how it works. If it is on the public record, it is 
available. I am not sure if you have a different view, Chair, but that is my view. 
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Question:  94 (continued) 

Answer:  

There are five pieces of correspondence within the scope of the question. 

Copies of four of the pieces of correspondence are at Attachment A. The Department of 
Agriculture is not proposing to provide one of these documents on the basis that it goes to 
deliberative processes of Government and the ability to freely deliberate within Government. 

 





Cc: Luscombe, Kerrie-Anne
Subject: FW: Political Alert - Transcript of doorstop, Canberra
 (FED) [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Morning Paul

The Shadow Minister conducted a doorstop media interview this
 morning (transcript attached).

Could I please have a copy of the document referred to in the
 following paragraph:

"The Secretary of Barnaby Joyce’s Department was forced to come
 back into Estimates last night and admit, having considered the
 matter over the dinner break, that there is a document that
 hasn’t yet been released.  I believe this is the “smoking gun”
 that will demonstrate that indeed it was Barnaby Joyce, not a
 staffer in his office, who doctored the Hansard to make the
 Minister look better, to cover for his embellishment of what he
 said in the House on drought.  Now we don’t have that document,
 Dr Grimes said it was a matter for the FOI officer in the
 Department to release it."

I do not have any such document in my possession.

Thanks very much

Diana

Diana Hallam

Chief of Staff

Office of the Hon B Joyce MP

Minister for Agriculture

Parliament House

CANBERRA   ACT   2600

T 02 6277 7520 | F 02 6273 4120 |  Suite MG 64
 Parliament House | CANBERRA  ACT  2600

________________________________________



From: CCH Parliament

Sent: Tuesday, 24 February 2015 10:17:28 AM (UTC+10:00) Canberra,
 Melbourne, Sydney

To: politicalalert@cch.com.au

Subject: Political Alert - Transcript of doorstop, Canberra (FED)
 [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]

Please find attached:

TRANSCRIPT OF DOORSTOP, CANBERRA (FED)

Shadow Minister for Agriculture, Joel Fitzgibbon, discusses Berry
 contamination, Hansard, and Katter concerns.

055S1708

Total number of pages 3

SUPPORT: politicalalert@cch.com.au or 02 6273 2070. Mailbox:
 www.accessap.com.au. Twitter: https://twitter.com/political alert









From: Grimes, Paul
To: Joyce, Barnaby
Cc: Hallam, Diana
Subject: Correspondence to Senate Committee [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]
Date: Monday, 2 March 2015 8:58:00 AM
Attachments: Letter to Sen Heffernan - Additional Estimates.pdf

Dear Minister

I submitted the attached letter to the Chair of the Senate Rural and Regional
 Affairs Committee this morning.

In preparing this letter I carefully considered the Australian Public Service values,
 in particular in relation to being ethical, impartial, and accountable.

As you would expect, I have a strong commitment to acting ethically within a
 system of effective accountability to Parliament.

Yours sincerely

Paul Grimes







From:  on behalf of Joyce, Barnaby
To: Grimes, Paul
Subject: RE: Departmental arrangements [DLM=Sensitive]
Date: Wednesday, 11 March 2015 4:29:44 PM

Good afternoon Dr Grimes

Consistent with a request from Minister Joyce this afternoon, I intend to delete this email now
 from the system.

Executive Assistant
Office of the Hon. Barnaby Joyce MP
Minister for Agriculture
Parliament House  Canberra  ACT  2600  Australia
Phone 02 6277 7520 Mob:   - Fax 02 6273 4120

From: Grimes, Paul 
Sent: Monday, 2 March 2015 9:03 AM
To: Joyce, Barnaby
Cc: Hallam, Diana
Subject: Departmental arrangements [DLM=Sensitive]

Dear Minister

I attach a further letter for your attention.

Paul Grimes
Secretary





From: Grimes, Paul  
Sent: Friday, 13 March 2015 2:37 PM 
To: chris.moraitis@ag.gov.au; drew.clarke@communications.gov.au; 
dennis.richardson@defence.gov.au; lisa.paul@education.gov.au; renee.leon@employment.gov.au; 
gordon.debrouwer@environment.gov.au; jane.halton@finance.gov.au; peter.varghese@dfat.gov.au; 
martin.bowles@health.gov.au; kathryn.campbell@humanservices.gov.au; 
michael.pezzullo@immi.gov.au; glenys.beauchamp@industry.gov.au; 
mike.mrdak@infrastructure.gov.au; michael.thawley@pmc.gov.au; john.fraser@treasury.gov.au; 
simon.lewis@dva.gov.au; john.lloyd@apsc.gov.au 
Cc: Glyde, Phillip 
Subject: Moving on … [SEC=UNOFFICIAL] 

 

Dear Colleagues 

I have attached an internal staff message that I posted a short while ago for your 
information. 

I have no idea at all what the future holds for me (other than a good break for a few 
months!) — but I do know that I will be leaving behind a wonderful and amazing group 
of Secretary colleagues. 

I look forward to being able to say goodbye personally in a suitable way over the next 
week or so. 

In the meantime, I would like to thank you for the support and friendship you have 
extended to me over the past few years.  

I will miss you all terribly, but I am also looking forward to moving on to the next chapter 
of my life. 

It’s been an honour to serve alongside you. 

Paul 
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