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Australian Chicken Meat

Federation (ACMF) Inc
20 May 2015

Professor Daniela Stehlik

Chair, Rural Industries R&D Corporation
PO Box 4776

Kingston ACT 2604

Dear Daniela,

Thank you for your letter dated 15 May 2015 which sets out the current situation
regarding the proposed relocation of RDCs. We note with concern that the Minister for
Agriculture, the Hon Barnaby Joyce, MP in his letter of 12 May 2015 reaffirms his
commitment to see RIRDC relocate to Albury-Wodonga and is proposing a tight timeline
for decisions to be taken.

You are seeking our views as an industry with close and long-standing involvement with
RIRDC. As you may recall, we have made our strong opposition to moving RIRDC out of
Canberra known to Minister Joyce. In particular, in a letter dated 12 December 2014, |
wrote inter alia:

“... we feel compelled to bring to your attention our stong opposition to any such
proposal to move RIRDC’s offices away from its current base in Canberra. Our
position is based on the fact that such a move would lead to inefficiencies and less
effective interactions with researchers, industry and other RDCs, the exact
opposite of what the proposal is meant to achieve.”

This remains our position. As one of the major industry sectors partnering with RIRDC,
we are convinced that moving RIRDC to Aibuvy—Wodonga or another regronal location
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On behalf of ACMF and the Australian chicken meat industry which we represent, | urge
you and your Board to stand firm while exploring other collaborative initiatives that may
provide administrative efficiencies. In our view, it is essential to recognize RIRDC's
unique role as the RDC responsible for supporting multi-industry, cross-sectoral and
national interest R&D for rural industries. This overarching role and the fact that RIRDC
directly services a great many agricultural sectors with a diverse geographical distribution
make its location in Canberra clearly the best and most logical option.
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ACMF fully supports your Board's position and stands ready to assist in presenting what
we believe are compelling arguments directly to the Minister or others who you may feel
would benefit from our industry perspective.

Yours sincerely

Alan Wilson
President



