
 
 

     
 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS 
ATTORNEY-GENERAL’S PORTFOLIO 

Program: 1.2 

Question No. SBE15/046 

Senator Collins asked the following question at the hearing on 20 October 2015: 
 
Senator JACINTA COLLINS:  Has the UK program been evaluated? 
Ms C Jones:  It has been place for a number of years now and has demonstrated success. 
Senator JACINTA COLLINS:  You mentioned success in a single-case sense. I am curious about 
the success in a broader sense. 
Ms C Jones:  In terms of individuals being considered to be successfully diverted from being 
prepared to use violence to support their ideology? 
Senator JACINTA COLLINS:  Yes. 
Ms K Jones:  In terms of an assessment as to whether this has reduced the number of people who 
have been radicalised or whether it is reducing the number of people who are on the path to 
radicalisation, there have been some evaluations. I would like to take it on notice to come back to 
you in relation to the Channel program and the specific evaluations that have been done there. 
We are looking closely at the UK experience but also at some European experience in countries 
like Denmark, the Netherlands and Germany. It has been our experience, from observing 
international partners or other countries, that no single model has been applied that other people 
are picking up. The approaches are very varied. Sometimes they are tailored very locally around 
cities. In the United States, for example, they have three cities—Minneapolis, Los Angeles and 
Boston—where they are trialling some CVE programs but it is quite different in each of those 
cities. So in relation of evaluation, which—as I think I mentioned to Senator Canavan—was one 
of the things that we looked at with the states and territories when we met last week, there was a 
recognition among all of us that there is more we need to do in terms of research and evaluation 
and, in particular, sharing experience between the Commonwealth and the states and territories 
around evaluation. As I have said, we are in a greenfield space here. No-one, I think, in any 
country—we were at the United Nations for the CVE meeting there two weeks ago and I think 
the general consensus is that no-one has the total answer to this and you do need to be trialling 
different approaches locally, regionally and nationally. 
Senator JACINTA COLLINS:  Rather than asking about the detailed elements of that research—
and thank you for that information—at this point I am more interested in: where are the centres 
of research that we are working with domestically? And what is the nature of the funding and of 
the projects we are investing in? 
Ms C Jones:   We have a research panel that was established to support national research needs 
and gaps, which we have had in place for around four years now. That is essentially like a 
procurement panel; it allows us to procure research from a range of established researchers who 
have applied to be part of that panel. There are a broad range of academic institutions who are 
part of that particular panel. 
We also hold a number of regular academic round tables, and we have had a number this year. 
We held one earlier this year to talk about the new challenge of propaganda and to seek views on 
that—again, from a wide range of institutions. I could not tell you now exactly every research 
institution that was represented at that table, but we could take it on notice. We had a subsequent 
follow-up round table hosted by the counterterrorism coordinator, Greg Moriarty, within the 
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet. We actually have a follow- up to that round table 
being held in Melbourne tomorrow, which I am due to attend, being co-hosted by Deakin 
University. So there are a range of ongoing discussions and engagements with academic 



 
 

     
 

institutions. We attend a number of conferences and workshops. There is a regular dialogue with 
a broad range. 
We have also recently invested in the establishment of the Australian Intervention Support Hub, 
which is a joint initiative of ANU and Deakin University. There is also some funding within the 
establishment of that for them to partner with other institutions to draw on the particular 
expertise they might need to take forward particular projects to get the cross-disciplinary base 
that we need. 
Senator JACINTA COLLINS:   You have referred to the research panel. I would be interested in 
the membership of that and also perhaps in what research the panel has, in a sense, allocated. 
What research the Commonwealth is funding or assisting in this space interests me. 
Ms C Jones:  I would have to take on notice what we have invested in, because it has been over 
quite a period of time—a large range of proposals over the last number of years. 
Senator JACINTA COLLINS:  Perhaps I will leave with you a relevant period. I do not want to 
burden you with this issue of how far you go; it makes the process difficult. I am more than 
happy for you to summarise or condense it if it makes sense in how you describe it, but that is 
the interest I am hoping you will respond to on notice. 
Ms C Jones: Yes. 

The answer to the honourable senator’s question is as follows: 
 
The Channel program has been reviewed in several open source publications. These include: 

• J Russell & A Theodosiou, Counter-Extremism: A Decade on from 7/7, Quilliam, 2015. 
• P Romaniuk, Does CVE work? Lessons learned from the global effort to counter violent 

extremism, Global Center on Cooperative Security, 2015. 
• L Vidino & J Brandon, Countering Radicalisation in Europe, International Centre for the 

Study of Radicalisation and Political Violence (ICSR), 2012. 
• House of Commons Communities and Local Government Committee, Sixth Report of 

Session 2009–10: Preventing Violent Extremism, UK Government, 2010. 
• Home Department; Prevent Strategy, UK Government, 2011. 

 
The Australian Government is engaging with the UK and other partners to share approaches and 
learnings, within a growing global community of CVE practice. In particular, Australia is 
engaging with the United Kingdom as it implements its recently announced Counter Extremism 
Strategy.  
 


