
QUESTION TAKEN ON NOTICE 

SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET ESTIMATES – 20 OCTOBER 2014 

IMMIGRATION AND BORDER PROTECTION PORTFOLIO 

(SE14/004)  PROGRAMME –  

Senator Carr (L&CA 18) asked: 

Senator KIM CARR:  We will come back to that matter in the department's proceedings. 
Can I get an update on the breakdown you have provided of the case loads. You may want 
to take this one on notice as there is a fair level of detail associated with it. I am looking 
for: the reasons for application; type of visa sought; time taken to resolve; costs involved 
in applying; costs involving in reviewing; country of origin; method of arrival; age; 
unaccompanied minors; gender; and overturned primary decisions—maybe they will take 
that as a separate matter. Can we get an update on those? 
CHAIR:  We will not ask you to give all of that information off the top of your head. 
Senator KIM CARR:  Can I ask you specifically about overturned primary decisions. Do 
you have new statistics on those? 
Ms Ransome:  I can update you on that. Are you looking at both the MRT and the RRT? 
Senator KIM CARR:  Yes please. 

Answer: 

There were 9,618 reviews completed by the MRT-RRT. The table at Attachment A 
provides a breakdown of Migration Review Tribunal (MRT) cases decided by visa 
category with set aside rates and average processing times. The table at Attachment B 
provides a breakdown of Refugee Review Tribunal (RRT) cases decided by country with 
set aside rates and average processing times, and whether or not the applicant was an 
Unauthorised Maritime Arrival (UMA). 

Tribunal systems do not have comprehensive information or data across all case categories 
on a range of matters including country of origin and method of arrival of non-citizens 
into Australia.  

In the majority of reviews (91 per cent) completed in the period, the review applicant 
sought a review of a decision to refuse to grant a visa.  

In three per cent of cases, the review applicant sought review of a decision to cancel a 
visa.  

In six per cent of cases, the review applicant is a company, business or education provider 
seeking review of another kind of decision such as a sponsorship or nomination decision. 

The average age of all review applicants across all case categories is slightly over 30 
years. 



70 per cent of review applicants were male and 30 per cent female.  
 
The Tribunal does not maintain statistics on unaccompanied minors. For protection visa 
reviews completed in the period 27 May 2014 to 20 October 2014, there were 41 cases 
where the primary review applicant was under the age of 18 at the time of lodgement.  
 
 
The application fee for making an application for review is $1,604. This applies at 
lodgement for all non-protection visa cases except where a review of a bridging visa 
decision is sought by a person in immigration detention. For protection visa cases, the fee 
is not payable at the time of lodgement. The full fee is payable after the end of the review, 
if the decision is that Australia does not have a protection obligation.  
 
The overall cost per case in 2013-14 was $2,921 compared to $3,747 in 2012-13.  
 
All overturn, remitted or set aside decisions are identified as ‘set aside’ in the attached 
tables overleaf. 










