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Senator Carr, Kim (L&CA 47) asked: 
 
Senator KIM CARR: Thank you very much. If I can return to this 457 issue, I am wondering if I 

could ask some questions about the racing industry. 

Mr Wilden: Please do. 

Senator KIM CARR: I am told that the economic value of the racing industry to the national 

economy is about $5 billion annually, including $1 billion contributed by federal-state taxation, 

$2 billion through exports and imports, and regional areas representing more than $2.2 billion of 

the industry's contribution to GDP. I am wondering: has the department received any 

correspondence from members of the racing industry expressing concerns about changes to the 

skilled visas? 

Mr Wilden: Yes. 

Senator KIM CARR: What is the nature of that correspondence? 

Mr Wilden: We have had face-to-face meetings with Mr Barry O'Farrell. I cannot remember his 

exact title, but he heads the industry group for that industry. We have had several meetings with 

him to hear representations. I will have to check if he has actually provided this, but he was 

going to provide a submission as well on issues that they wanted explored. 

Senator KIM CARR: Is that the only correspondence you have had? 

Mr Wilden: I was just going to point out that Thoroughbred Breeders Australia have also 

engaged with us. But we can come back to you on notice with the full list of everyone from that 

sector. 

 
 
Answer: 
 
Between 18 April 2017 and 23 May 2017, the Department of Immigration and Border 
Protection has received correspondence and/or engaged with the following 
representatives of the horse racing industry regarding the Temporary Skilled Work visa 
(subclass 457) reforms:  

 Racing Australia 

 Thoroughbred Breeders Australia 

 Thoroughbred Breeders Queensland Association 

 Chris Waller Racing  

 JT Thoroughbreds 

 Australian Trainers Association 

 Godolphin 
 
 
 


