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Question No. BE15/038 

Senator Collins asked the following question at the hearing on 27 and 28 May 2015: 

Senator JACINTA COLLINS:  What percentage of litigants appearing in the Family Court and 

the Federal Circuit Court are unrepresented? 

Mr Foster:  It is a bit of a moving target and it can vary depending on what stage the process is 

up to, but it is around about just under 50 per cent, at some stage in the process, that someone is 

self-represented. 

Senator JACINTA COLLINS:  Fifty per cent at some stage? 

Mr Foster:  At some stage—because people buy advice in for particular events and then come on 

their own. It just varies a little bit. If you ask the question about how many people are self-

represented from go to whoa, that is a very different question than one about how many people 

are self-represented. 

Senator JACINTA COLLINS:  I understand that, so I am going to ask you that next question. 

Mr Foster:  I would like to take that on notice if I could. 

Senator JACINTA COLLINS:  Because, as you say— 

Mr Foster:  It is a moving target. 

Senator JACINTA COLLINS:  It is going to depend on the nature of the matters too, 

presumably. 

Mr Foster:  Exactly. 




