
 
 

 

 

SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS 

ATTORNEY-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT 

Group: 2 

Program: Other Agency 

Question: BE14/049 

Senator Madigan asked the following question at the hearing on 26-29 May 2014: 

Senator MADIGAN: Is the Family Court able to demonstrate to the Senate that their research 

projects are in place and incorporated into judicial education programs to a degree where they are 

delivering positive effects and positive outcomes for a) improving balanced family court reports 

from family court reporters guiding the judiciary; b) the long-term outcomes of the family law 

judicial decisions; and c) effective shared parenting decisions. I refer to recommendation 19 of that 

Every picture tells a story report. I can put those on notice for you, and I will put my other questions 

on notice if that is easiest. 

Mr R Foster: I would not like to attempt to answer that. I think that is quite a complex and detailed 

question and will require a complete response. 

Senator MADIGAN: I would appreciate that, and I will put the other questions on notice for you. 

Senator WATERS: Both the Law Council of Australia and the Chief Justice of the Family 

The answer to the honourable senator’s question is as follows: 

There are several processes in place to ensure the quality and balance of the material submitted by 

family court reporters. These include   

a QA process at each registry (i.e., report screening and review); 

regular training on topics identified as critical to the clinical practice of family consultants; 

a monthly seminar scheme that uses experts to present on a given topic; and 

internal training packages on topics such as bias/report writing/family violence etc.  

 

Family Consultants must be either a social worker or registered psychologist and must have a 

minimum level of practice experience before joining the Court. Their professions also demand that 

they remain up-to-date with the literature concerning family law and post-separation matters, and 

employ a level of objectivity in their work.  

Family Consultants work in line with professional directions, which compel them to undertake 

practice that ensures parity between parties in terms of assessment methodology.  

Additionally the Court employs a dedicated professional to address the ongoing needs of the clinical 

staff, and where required, the judiciary.  



 
 

 

 

The Court has conducted internal reviews and audits of its reports to research various issues that 

may arise (most recently in Feb 2014) and has produced a draft Australian Standards for Family 

Law Reports document. 

In relation to the judiciary, regular presentations on relevant and recurring topics are provided.  

Judges are encouraged to, and do attend, conferences domestically and internationally at which 

relevant research is presented and discussed.  The Chief Justice promotes judges having an 

understanding of all the various research relevant to parenting issues. 

Annexures A and B outline the Seminar Programmes for 2013 and 2014 for both the Family 

Consultants and the judiciary. 

& c) There is considerable scholarly literature on the topic of effective shared parenting, much of 

which is available to Family Consultants (and to judges upon request) via our internal database. 

The Federal Court Library also enables access to peer reviewed findings relating to this topic. 

The Court is not aware of any longitudinal research into the outcomes of family court decisions 

in line with the recommendation from Senator Madigan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 












