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Senator Carr, Kim (L&CA) written: 
 
How does the Department define “use of force”? 

 
 
Answer: 
 

The Department defines ‘use’ as drawing, aiming, striking or discharging the baton, 
firearm or chemical agent* and ‘force’ as any verbal command or physical action to gain 
subject control. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* chemical agent, means oleoresin capsicum spray or any other irritant or inflammatory spray, or 
device, of a type which has been approved by the Comptroller-General of Customs or his or her 
authorised representative for use by an officer in the exercise of statutory powers, and that is an 
approved item of personal defence equipment for the purposes of section 189A of the Customs 
Act 1901 

 


