
QUESTION TAKEN ON NOTICE

ADDITIONAL ESTIMATES HEARING :  23 February 2015  

IMMIGRATION AND BORDER PROTECTION PORTFOLIO

(AE15/157) - Cambodian Trip to Nauru - Programme 3.1 Compliance, Detention 
and Status Resolution (Administered)  

Senator Hanson-Young, Sarah (L&CA) written:

In January this year Australian and Cambodian officials travelled to Nauru to progress the 
governments deal to resettle refugees;
- Who represented Australia on the visit?
- What were their roles?
- Who represented Cambodia on the visit?
- What were their roles?
- Did the Minister’s Council on Asylum Seekers and Detention go on the trip?
- Who from the Council was present? What was their role?
- How many people are on the Minister’s council?
- Did they meet with refugees on the island?
- How many people did they speak to?
- What was discussed?
- What were the results of these discussions?
- Has anyone agreed to be transferred?
- What was the cost of this trip? Including the expenses of Cambodian officials?
- How much has Australia already spent on the Cambodia deal?
- How much is the International Organisation for Migration contract costing?

Answer:

The Cambodian delegation was accompanied for the duration of their travel by 
Minister-Counsellor, Greg Kelly, from the Australian Embassy, Phnom Penh.

While in Nauru, the Cambodian delegation was joined for part of their visit by:
- Lieutenant General Angus Campbell;
- former Department of Immigration and Border Protection Deputy Secretary 

Mark Cormack;
- First Assistant Secretary Kate Pope; and
- Nauru Joint Advisory Council member Dr Maryanne Loughry.

Their role, with the exception of Dr Loughry, was to engage with Government of 
Cambodia and Government of Nauru officials to progress the implementation 
arrangements for the Cambodia settlement arrangements.

Four officials from the General Department of Immigration represented Cambodia on 
the visit. Their role was to engage with Government of Australia and Government of 
Nauru officials to progress the implementation arrangements for the Cambodia 
settlement arrangements.



The Minister’s Council on Asylum Seekers and Detention (MCASD) was not 
represented on the trip to Nauru.  Joint Advisory Committee for Nauru Regional 
Processing Arrangements member, Dr Maryanne Loughry (who is also a MCASD 
member), was in Nauru at the same time.  Dr Loughry’s travel to Nauru intersected with 
the Cambodian delegation at certain points of their respective visit programmes.  
There are currently 11 members on the Minister’s Council on Asylum Seekers and 
Detention.

Dr Loughry, in her capacity as a Joint Advisory Committee member, met with refugees 
in Nauru. Dr Loughry provides independent advice to the Joint Advisory Committee for 
Nauru Regional Processing Arrangements regarding the settlement arrangements for 
refugees in Nauru. She did not discuss the Cambodia arrangements. The Cambodian 
delegation did not meet with refugees on Nauru. Dr Loughry spoke with numerous 
refugees as she does each time she visits Nauru  discussed settlement arrangements in 
Nauru.

As at 23 February 2015, no refugees in Nauru had been given the opportunity to 
volunteer for settlement in Cambodia as the implementation details are still being 
finalised.  

The cost of the Cambodian delegation to Nauru and Australia, including flight and 
accommodation expenses for the Cambodian officials, an International Organisation for 
Migration representative, and accompanying Australian officials, was $87,589. 

As at 23 February 2015, there has been no expenditure on settlement services for 
refugees from Nauru in Cambodia as the implementation details are still being finalised.  

As at 23 February 2015, IOM had provided the department with a proposal to undertake 
initial planning and design elements of the settlement programme in Cambodia at a cost 
of $195,826 (AUD). 


