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Senate Finance and Public Administration Legislation Committee 
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

 Supplementary Budget Estimates 2016 - 2017 
 

Prime Minister and Cabinet Portfolio 
 
 

Department/Agency: Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 
Outcome/Program: Outcome 1: Prime Minister and Cabinet 
Topic: FOI Request – Prime Ministers Preferences 
 
Senator: Wong, Penny 
Question reference number: 32 
Type of question: FPA Monday 17 October 2016, page 65 
Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 2 December 2016 
 
Number of pages: 2 
 
Question: 
Senator McALLISTER: I had observed that what was released has all the detail about the 
Prime Minister's preferences for manuals, breakfasts, light refreshment, drinks, dislikes and 
allergies redacted.  
Mr Arnaudo: That would be a matter for the Department of Defence. They were the ultimate 
decision maker in relation to that request. It was a request to the Department of Defence.  
Senator WONG: Does it reflect the Prime Minister's views?  
Mr Arnaudo: My understanding is that we communicated the views of the Prime Minister's 
office back to the Department of Defence and it was ultimately a matter for the Department 
of Defence to make the decision.  
Senator WONG: How did you communicate them and by whom?  
Mr Arnaudo: It was probably by email, Senator.  
Senator WONG: By whom?  
Mr Arnaudo: By the department on behalf of—  
Senator WONG: I know. Who? Was it you or one of your staff who emailed?  
Mr Arnaudo: It would probably have been a member of my staff. This was in December last 
year.  
Senator WONG: I would like a copy of the email, please.  
Mr Arnaudo: I do not have it with me, Senator. I would have to take it on notice. 
 
Answer: 
 
A copy of the email is attached. Consistent with long standing practice, the Department of the 
Prime Minister and Cabinet has redacted the names and contact details of non-SES officers.   
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