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Question:

Where is the implementation plan for the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Suicide Prevention Strategy up to?
a) When will it be finalised and released?

Answer:

The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Suicide Prevention Strategy was released
on 23 May 2013. The Strategy is a framework for a comprehensive, community-focused,
collaborative and integrated approach to suicide prevention and is designed to act as a guide
for communities, practitioners, organisations and governments to work together to reduce the
prevalence and impacts of suicide on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

There is no independent implementation plan for the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Suicide Prevention Strategy. As part of their broader role in mental health and
suicide prevention, Primary Health Networks have a specific requirement to consider the
needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in their region. This includes
identifying high risk communities and supporting the implementation of culturally
appropriate activity, in partnership with local organisations, guided by the goals and actions
identified within the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Suicide Prevention
Strategy.

As part of the Invitation to Apply process for the National Suicide Prevention Leadership and
Support Program (which closed on 13 September 2016), the Department has sought
applications to establish a National Centre of Best Practice in Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Suicide Prevention. This activity is also consistent with the objectives and actions of
the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Suicide Prevention Strategy.



