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Question: 
 
On page 31 of the Northern Australia White Paper it advocates for Commonwealth 
Government action which could include delegation of Land Council functions to Aboriginal 
corporations.  
 
a. Did the Minister approve this content? 
b. Is the Government still considering this despite the Minister’s undertaking? 
 
Answer: 
 
a. The Minister for Indigenous Affairs was involved in the development and approval of 

the White Paper. The White Paper was endorsed by the Government. 
 
b. The Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Amendment Bill 2015 was passed 

by Parliament in the Spring sittings 2015. This Bill amended the Aboriginal Land 
Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976 to improve the delegation of Land Council 
powers and functions for both Land Councils and applicants for delegations. The 
Northern Territory Land Councils received Exposure Drafts of the Bill and agreed to 
the amendments. 

 
 


