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Question:

At the previous Estimates hearing, the Minister indicated that he would be very soon writing
to the Minister for Finance regarding eight funding decisions, in compliance with
Commonwealth Grant Guidelines. Has this been done? If so, is the letter available for the
Committee?

Answer:

Yes, please see letter at Attachment A.



MINISTER FOR INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS v

Reference: B15/1369

Senator the Hon Mathias Cormann
Minister for Finance

Parliament House

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Minister

I am writing to you in reference to annual reporting requirements for all Ministers and
Parliamentary Secretaries as outlined in Section 4.13(a) of the Commonwealth Grants Rules
and Guidelines (July 2014):

Ministers (including Senators) must report annually to the Finance Minister on all
instances where they have decided to approve a particular grant which the relevant
official has recommended be rejected. The report must include a brief statement of
reasons (i.e. the basis of the approval for each grant). The report must be provided to
the Finance Minister by 31 March each year for the preceding calendar year.

1 wish to advise that in relation to the Indigenous Advancement Strategy 2014 Open
Competitive Funding Round there were eight instances where 1 approved grants which the
Department recommended be rejected.

In addition to this, I also recommended pre-school projects receive funding for 2.5 years
which constituted an increase to the duration recommended by the Department for these
projects. In total this applied to 67 organisations. A summary table outlining the details of
the eight decisions is enclosed.

Yours sincerely

NIGEL SCULLION

F01 & 12015

Parliament House CANBERRA ACT 2600
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