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Question: 
Senator WONG: Are you aware of other ministers who have had staffing requests 
knocked back by the committee?  
Senator Cash: No, I am not.  
Senator WONG: So you are not aware of Mr Victor Perton, whom Mr Hockey 
allegedly sought to appoint within his office who was not permitted to by the staffing 
committee?  
Senator Cash: No, I am not.  
Senator WONG: You are not aware of Senator Abetz'' chief of staff not being ticked 
off by—  
Senator Cash: No, I am not.  
Senator WONG: You are not aware of Senator Sinodinos' request for chief of staff not 
being—  
Senator Cash: No, I am not.  
Senator WONG: Can you take on notice whether any of those appointments were in 
fact declined by the staffing committee? I do not need to know all the names. I put 
one of them on the record because it is already public.  
Senator Cash: I can take those questions on notice. 
Answer:  
The Government Staff Committee makes recommendations to the Prime Minister on 
ministerial staff appointments.  The Government Staff Committee neither approves or 
declines staff appointments.  All decisions on staff appointments are made by the 
Prime Minister. 


