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Question

Mr Bowen: Okay. | have received a letter from the chair of the commission asking me if |
would put in a submission. | propose to give the commission a submission, which in essence will
give background to the establishment and mandate of the PBO in Australia and outline the
developments internationally that have been occurring, particularly in recent years, where the
number of these independent fiscal institutions has grown quite dramatically, particularly since
2005 and quite a large number since the GFC.

Senator WONG: And is the only communication to date the letter from the chair of the
commission?

Mr Bowen: | had a phone call—

Senator WONG: From?

Mr Bowen: From one of the secretariat, telling me the letter would be coming.

Senator WONG: And are you able to provide us with a copy of the letter? You could take that
on notice.

Mr Bowen: | can take it on notice, but I think it is a letter that has been given to many people; it
is not specific to me.

Senator WONG: It is not a specific PBO letter?

Mr Bowen: No, it is not. It is addressed to me, but it is not specific.

Answer

Letter from the Chair of National Commission of Audit to the Parliamentary Budget Officer is
provided in attachment A.



Attachment A

Australian Government

National Commission of Audit

Mr Phil Bowen PSM
Parliamentary Budget Offi é' /fl.a ﬁ ,E
Parliamentary Budget Off

Via email: phil.bowen@p#o.gov.au

Dear Mr Bowen
NATIONAL COMMISSION OF AUDIT

[ am writing to invite a submission from your organisation to the work of the National
Commission of Audit (the Commission) announced on 22 October 2013 by the Treasurer,
the Hon Joe Hockey MP, and the Minister for Finance, Senator the Hon Mathias Cormann.

The Commission has been established to conduct a review of the scope, efficiency and
functions of the Commonwealth Government. [ have been appointed Chair of the
Commission. The Terms of Reference are available at www ncoa sov.au.

The Commission is seeking input from a wide range of sources to allow it to deliver its
Phase | and Phase 2 reports to the Commonwealth Government on 31 January 2014 and
31 March 2014, respectively.

Among other things, the Commission has been asked to assess the current split of roles and
responsibilities between and within the Commonwealth Government and state and territory
governments, including identitying areas of duplication, and consider how to improve the
overall efficiency and effectiveness with which government services and policy advice are
delivered. Further, the Commission is asked to identify whether there remains a compelling
case for activitics to continue to be undertaken and, if so, whether they could be undertaken
more efficiently by the private sector, not-for-profit sector, the states or local government,
This includes opportunities for outsourcing and privatisation.

I would welcome a formal written submission from your organisation, covering these points,
as well as any obhservations on the public sector more generally. Submissions should be a
maximum |3 pages in length, but may contain attachments providing more detailed
information. Submissions need to be submitted, as a minimum in electronic form, to the
Commission by 22 Movember 2013 via secretariatiggneon. gov.au.

Jon Gorton Building, King Edward Temace, Parkes ACT 2600 « Telephone 02 6215 3100
WIAW,MEOa.gov.au



The head of the secretanat to the Commussion, Mr Peter Crone, can be contacted on
(02) 6215 3100 or at the above email address.

I look forward to vour contribution.

Yours sincerely

AF. (Tony) Shepherd AQ
Chair



