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Question:
Senator WONG: You might want to get that first. I will come back to that. Minister, can I ask
you, as the Minister representing the Prime Minister, did the Prime Minister authorise any
member of his staff to brief the Daily Telegraph yesterday that he would: '' … announce
today, after cabinet last night approved the policy, that a
bill will be introduced before the end of June that would strip dual national terrorist
sympathisers of their Australian citizenship''?
Senator Cormann: I am unaware, and I will have to take that question on notice.
…
Senator WONG: Process questions have been asked tonight, and answered. Was there a
discussion paper, dealing with this issue, discussed by cabinet last night?
Senator Cormann: I am not going to get into the agenda that is before cabinet. I will take the
question on notice and to the extent that I can assist you further, I will.
…
Senator WONG: If we could recap the question, and I understand you have taken it on notice:
did any member of the Prime Minister''s staff or other member of the government or their
staff brief The Daily Telegraph about the proposed announcement prior to cabinet
consideration?
…
Senator Cormann: I am happy to take the question on notice and, to the extent that there is
anything that we can do to assist you, we will provide that information for you
Answer:
It is longstanding practice of successive governments not to disclose matters that may or may
not be before Cabinet and its Committees.
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