


Our  Land  Council  is  now  34  years  old.  
Years  ago  our  stories  were  enough  to  
speak   about   everything   we   did.   Our  
writing  was  in  our  eyes  and  memories,  
and   in   the   respect   we   have   for   each  
other.     Now  our  delegates  have  deci-­
ded  we  need   to  write  more   in  words  
about  the  things  we  do.  Times  change.  
Our  people  are  busy  doing  many  other  
things   these  days.  For  years  we  have  

management  for  our  Landowners;;  but  
now   we   have   decided   to   also   write  
about  what  the  Land  Council  does  in  a  
newspaper  called  THE  TIWI  that  will  

be  published  six  times  a  year.
These   pages   are   about   the   work   of  
our  Land  Council.  Our  delegates  have  
thought   and   planned   and  worked   for  
our   future   upon   these   islands   over  
many   years.   This   is   the   story   of   our  
work;;  what  we   think  about;;  what  we  
hope  for;;  and  how  we  plan  to  use  our  
land   and   resources   for   the   strength  
and  future  of  our  Tiwi  people.
Awana  and  welcome  to  THE  TIWI  –  
the  landowner’s  newspaper.                  

Gibson  Farmer  Illortaminni.
Chairman.

Good  to  know
Our   ownership   of   the   Vernon   Is-­
lands   is   agreed.   Government   are  
working  to  transfer  the  title  to  the  
Tiwi  Land  Trust.

Our  Forests  are  graded   in   the   top  
1%   of   best   managed   Forests   in  
Australia.   Our   Managers   PMP  
maintain   best   practice   internatio-­

Our  Junior  Land  Council   is  50:50  
girls   and   boys   from  Tiwi  College  
who  meet  with   the   Land  Council  
providing   ideas   and   gaining   lea-­
dership  experience   for  our   future.  

have  been  issued.  These  payments  
go  to  the  Landowners  of  the  rivers  
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The  Tiwi  Plantations  Corporation  continues  to  manage  the  
Tiwi  forests  on  behalf  of  Tiwi  Traditional  Landowners.  The  

plantations   are   mana-­
ged   through   Plantation  
Management   Partners  
who   once   again   achie-­

-­
cation.  

means   that   the   planta-­
tions  are  being  managed   to   the  highest   international   stan-­
dards.
Tiwi  are  now  half  of  the  workforce  at  Yapilika.  Tiwi  Planta-­
tions  Corporation  and  Plantation  Management  Partners  are  
keen  to  recruit  more  Tiwi  to  the  workforce.  

In  particular  a  paid  
Work   Experience  
program   is   being  
developed   with  
Tiwi   College   for  
students  at  the  Col-­
lege  to  start  this  dry  
season.  
The  Managers  wish  
to   recruit   Tiwi   La-­
dies   to   start   in   the  
plant   nursery   this  
dry  season.

A  new  eucalypt  species  is  being  tri-­

end  of  2009  are  now  10  metres  high  at  two  years  of  age.  We  
need  to  trial  more  plantings  of  this  eucalypt  at  various  sites  
around  Melville  Island  to  ensure  that  this  early  success  will  
continue.  Success  means   that   the   trees  can  withstand  cyc-­

Tiwi  in  future  years.
The   new   eucalypt   will   be  
trialled  in  some  of  the  Aca-­

by  cyclone  Carlos  early  last  
year.
In  the  meantime,  discussions  
are  underway  with  a  Japane-­
se  company  to  purchase  our  

-­

months.  
We  are  still  planning  that  this  harvest  will  start  in  2013/14.
Cyclone  Carlos  damaged  a  few  thousand  hectares  of  Acacia  
plantations.  Fortunately  the  Land  Council  insured  the  plan-­
tations   and   the   insurance   payout   has   allowed   the   forestry  
operations  to  continue,  including  the  trials  of  new  eucalypt  
species,  and  the  further  protection  of  landowner  assets.  TPC  
and  Tiwi  Land  Council  are  also  jointly  sponsoring  a  major  
study  for  electricity  and  water  supply  for  all  communities.

Good  to  know
Tiwi   jobs   depend   upon   Tiwi   ow-­
ned  assets.  We  own  $200  million  of  
plantations;;  all  of  it  paid  for  by  pri-­
vate  money  negotiated  by  the  Land  
Council.  Good   to   look  after   these  

-­

and  hiding  stuff  among  our  trees.

4

Tiwi  Forests

Investors,  Ezion  Offshore  Logistics  Hub  (Tiwi)  Pty  Ltd  re-­
main  committed  to  the  development  of  our  Port  for  shipping  
out  our  400,000  tonnes  of  chip  each  year  starting  in  2013.

  
With   the  
recent   an-­
nouncement  
of  the  Inpex  
d e v e l o p -­
ment,   and  
the  proposal  
to   develop  
a   Marine  
Supply  Base  

the  Port  Melville  project  is  now  also  assessing  extending  the  
use  to  how  it  can  best  service  the  oil  and  gas  industry  in  nort-­

An  internationally  renowned  engineering  
company  has  been  commissioned  to  report  on  how  Port  Mel-­
ville  could  develop  to  support  the  various  developments  pro-­
posed  for  the  oil  and  gas  industry  in  northern  Australia.
Port  Melville  has  considerable  advantages  by  way  of  its  deep-­
water  anchorage,  proximity  to  major  shipping  lanes,  availa-­
bility   of   cyclone  
refuge  for  shipping  
and   major   stand  
down  areas  on  ad-­
jacent  land.
This   report   will  
provide   detail   for  
better   Tiwi   deci-­
sions   for   the   ma-­
ritime   industry  

terms  of  jobs  and  income  for  Tiwi,  the  Port  may  become  the  
largest  Tiwi  industry  in  years  to  come.

Port  Melville

Thiess/Marine  Civil  Port  Melville  design






























































































