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Question: 
 
When is the next meeting of the Aboriginals Benefit Account Advisory Committee?  
a. Has the Minister or the department had any discussions regarding the future of the 
Committee? If so, on what date(s) were these discussions and who was involved in them? 
b. Can the Minister guarantee that the Committee will continue to advise the Minister 

the Minister on ABA payments for projects that will benefit Aboriginal people living 
in the Northern Territory? 

 
Answer: 
The next meeting of the Aboriginals Benefit Account Advisory Committee is expected to be 
held in November/December 2015. 
 

a. Reforms to the composition of the Committee were discussed with the Committee at 
meetings in March 2014, May 2014, March 2015 and April 2015. The Minister 
attended the March 2014 and April 2015 Committee meetings.   

 
b. Section 65 of the Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern Territory) Act 1976 requires an 

Advisory Committee to be established to advise the Minister on making payments 
from the Aboriginals Benefit Account under Section 64(4). This Committee must 
include Aboriginal people living in the Northern Territory elected by each Land 
Council. 
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