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Question: 
With reference to evidence by Ms Cross (proof Hansard, pg.62) that the abolition of 
the COAG Reform Council was discussed at the meeting of COAG on 2 May 2014:  
Was the abolition of the council on the meeting agenda? If not, in what form was the 
matter raised? 
Did PM&C prepare papers for the meeting related to the abolition of the council? If 
so, (a) on what date were draft papers sent to the Prime Minister’s Office and (b) on 
what date were final papers circulated? If not, why not? 
Why did the communique of the meeting not make reference to the abolition of the 
council?  
Were there any other matters decided at the council meeting on 2 May 2014 that were 
not included in the communique? 
Answer:  
1. The matter was raised by the Prime Minister under other business.  
2. No papers were provided for the discussion.  
3. The decision to cease Commonwealth funding for the Council was a 

Commonwealth budget decision. Any formal announcement was held until the 
release of the 2014-15 Budget.  

4. Yes, consistent with longstanding practice. 


