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Question: 
Senator FAULKNER: I do not know the background to Senator Dastyari's questions, 
but you would expect the advisers—not just Mr Shearer, but others involved in 
security advice and so forth—to have a TS positive vet, wouldn't you? That would be 
my expectation. It is generally the case, isn't it Dr McCarthy?  
Dr McCarthy: It is often the case.  
Senator FAULKNER: So you will tell the committee—they are Senator Dastyari's 
questions, not mine, but I have seen a few of these things over the years—just what 
level clearance he has.  
Dr McCarthy: We will check. 
Answer:  
The Department has not previously commented on the level of an individual’s 
security clearance and does not propose to do so in this case. Access to all information 
within the Prime Minister’s Office is granted in accordance with Protective Security 
Policy Framework. 
 


