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Question:

Ms Carroll: As the minister has outlined, there is a process around the Aboriginal
Benefit Account grant. There is a process with the committee, as well as a process
where, at the end of the day, it is the minister who signs off on those particular grants.
Advice would come from the department as well.

CHAIR: Did the committee recommend this grant go ahead?

Ms Carroll: I would have to take that on notice. | would have to check about whether
we actually regularly made that kind of information available.

CHAIR: Okay. Did the department recommend that this grant go ahead?

Ms Carroll: I would have to take that on notice and look at the process as well. But,
normally, that would be advice to government, which we would not normally reveal
during the course of this—

CHAIR: Ms Edwards has clearly come to the table to be helpful. Are you able to shed
any light on this?

Ms Edwards: Only a very small amount of additional information, just to say that I am
aware there was an ABA grant given in February 2012 and that all funds have been
released; all funding activities have ceased, but the final reporting is yet to happen. I
do not have anything additional in relation to the additional matters.

CHAIR: You are unable to tell me whether this grant was recommended by either the
committee or the department to the minister?

Ms Edwards: I would have to take that on notice and have the details of all the various
grants.

Answer:

Both the Department and the Aboriginals Benefit Account Advisory Committee
provided advice in relation to the grant application. The Department does not
ordinarily disclose the content of the advice provided.
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