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Question:

Senator SIEWERT: In terms of the task force, could you tell us—just take it on notice—the 
details of (1) who is on the task force.
Senator MOORE: Yes, and if there are any defined responsibilities in terms of (2) what A-G's 
is responsible for. I know you are the lead agency, but I just ask whether there are defined 
responsibilities within the task force.
Mr Eccles: I can quickly answer that. It is a task force, and the guys all muck in on different 
things. Obviously the people with A-G's bring a different perspective.
Senator MOORE: So how many are mucking in there, Mr Eccles?
Mr Story: We have 7.2 FTE.
Senator MOORE: 7.2 muckers—okay.
Mr Story: That includes one secondee from the Attorney-General's Department
Senator MOORE: Includes? Okay.
Senator SIEWERT: (3) Have you got terms of reference?
Mr Eccles: For the task force?
Senator SIEWERT: Yes.
Mr Eccles: I do not think it was constructed with terms of reference, but we can give you an 
overview of what its role is.
Senator SIEWERT: You have obviously been given a 'this is what we want you to'—
Mr Eccles: A charter?
Senator SIEWERT: A charter—that is the word I am looking for.
Mr Eccles: We will be able to provide some words on that.
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Answer:

1) As at 12 February 2016, the Constitutional Recognition Taskforce had 7.2 FTE including 
one secondee from the Attorney-General’s Department:

FTE Position
1 Assistant Secretary
1 Executive Level 2
2.6 Executive Level 1 (inc. secondee)
1 APS 5
1.6 APS 4

2) The Attorney-General’s Department is working closely with the Department of the Prime 
Minister and Cabinet, which is leading whole-of-government activities for Indigenous 
constitutional recognition. The Australian Electoral Commission would be responsible 
for conducting a referendum. 

The Attorney-General’s Department will continue to provide technical advice to the 
Government on the issue of constitutional recognition. 

3) The Constitutional Recognition Taskforce supports the implementation of the 
Government’s commitment to progress the recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people in the Constitution.

The Taskforce:
 supports the Referendum Council as its Secretariat;
 supports and advises the Government on constitutional recognition; and 
 supports whole-of-government activity on constitutional recognition

The Taskforce itself does not have formal Terms of Reference but its work is supporting the 
Referendum Council deliver on its Terms of Reference (attached). 
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REFERENDUM COUNCIL
TERMS OF REFERENCE

Purpose
The Referendum Council (the Council) will advise the Prime Minister and the Leader of the 
Opposition on progress and next steps towards a successful referendum to recognise 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the Constitution, as set out in these terms of 
reference. 

The Council will build upon the extensive work of the Expert Panel on Constitutional 
Recognition of Indigenous Australians and the Joint Select Committee on Constitutional 
Recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.  

Role
1. The Council will lead the process for national consultations and community 

engagement about constitutional recognition, including a concurrent series of 
Indigenous-designed and led consultations. 

2. The Council will be informed by the Parliamentary Joint Select Committee on 
Constitutional Recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
chaired by Mr Ken Wyatt AM MP with Deputy Chair, Senator Nova Peris OAM. 
The Committee will have input into the discussion paper on various issues 
regarding constitutional change to help facilitate an informed community 
discussion. 

3. The Council and consultations it leads, will also consider the recommendations of 
the 2012 Expert Panel on Constitutional Recognition of Indigenous Australians.

4. The Council will report to the Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition by 
30 June 2016 on: 
a. outcomes of national consultations and community engagement about 

constitutional recognition, including indigenous-led consultations;
b. options for a referendum proposal, steps for finalising a proposal, and possible 

timing for a referendum; and
c. constitutional issues.

Membership 
1. The Council will have up to 16 members, including two co-Chairs. 
2. Membership will be for a term of one year. 
3. The Prime Minister, after consultation with the Leader of the Opposition, will 

determine appointment of members and extensions of membership. 

Meetings and Working Methods
1. The Council will meet once every three months or as otherwise agreed.
2. The quorum for Council meetings will be ten members, including one co-Chair.
3. The Council may convene working groups as necessary, to consider particular 

issues in depth and report back to the full Council. 
4. Deliberations of the Council will be confidential.
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Indigenous Reference Group
1. The Government will appoint an Indigenous Reference Group of non-Council 

Members to advise the Referendum Council on the roll-out of the national 
consultation and community engagement process and provide a sounding board 
for views among Indigenous communities and groups on constitutional 
recognition. 

2. The Indigenous Reference Group will include members of the Indigenous leaders 
meeting on 6 July 2015 and others.

Remuneration
1. The co-Chairs will be part-time paid positions. 
2. Other Council members will be paid sitting fees and costs for in-person attendance 

at Council and Indigenous Reference Group meetings and for participation in 
community conferences provided that such participation is agreed in advance by 
the Council. Other Council members will not be paid sitting fees or costs for 
participation in working groups or any other activities related to the Referendum 
Council.

3. Indigenous Reference Group members will not receive sitting fees. Their 
reasonable costs of travel to participate in-person meetings will be paid.

Secretariat 
1. The Council will be supported by a Secretary and secretariat provided by the 

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet. 
2. The Referendum Council and its activities will be properly supported by the 

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet.
 


