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Question:  
 
Senator WONG: Now I am asking about the department's knowledge of the letter. A number 
of departmental officials have seen it in various capacities. I am now asking: does the 
department retain a copy?  
 Ms E Kelly: The letter was one that the officers concerned considered was political in nature, 
and so not a departmental communication. I will have to take on notice whether we retained a 
copy. It may have come on one of our systems, in which case we would have a copy. But it 
was not a letter that we considered a departmental letter.  
 Senator WONG: I am not suggesting you created it, but do you retain a copy of the letter?  
 Ms E Kelly: I will have to take it on notice. As I said, it was a political letter. It was the way 
that it was seen by the officers in question, and so it was not one that was part of the 
department's business.  
 Senator WONG: My question simply is whether or not any officer of the department retains 
a copy of the letter.  
Ms Cross: And we have taken that on notice. 
 
Answer: 
 
Yes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


